
February 24, 2023 

VIA HAND DELIVERY & ELECTRONIC MAIL 

Emma Rodvien 
EFSB Coordinator 
RI Public Utilities Commission 
89 Jefferson Boulevard 
Warwick, RI  02888 

RE:  Docket No. SB-2021-04 – Narragansett Electric Company Aqidneck Island 
Gas Reliability Project Old Mill Lane, Portsmouth, Rhode Island  
Response to Town of Portsmouth’s Data Requests – Set 1 (Batch 1) 

Dear Emma: 

On behalf of The Narragansett Electric Company (the “Company”), I have enclosed the 
Company’s responses to the Town of Portsmouth’s First Set of Data Requests (Batch 1) in the 
above-referenced docket.  The Town of Portsmouth has consented to the Company’s request for 
an extension of time to respond to the following Data Requests: 1-3, 1-6, 1-12, 1-14, 1-13 and 1-
15. The Company will complete its responses to these requests as soon as possible. A full set of 
responses will be provided when the Company’s responses to the Town of Portsmouth’s First Set 
of Data Requests are complete. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter.  If you have any questions, please contact me 
at (401) 709-3351. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Watson III 
Enclosures 

cc: Docket SB-2021-04 Service List 

GEORGE W. WATSON III

One Financial Plaza, 14th Floor 
Providence, RI 02903-2485 
Main (401) 709-3300 
Fax (401) 709-3399 
gwatson@rc.com 
Direct (401) 709-3351 

Also admitted in Massachusetts, 
Connecticut and Vermont 



Certificate of Service 

I hereby certify that a copy of the cover letter and any materials accompanying this certificate were electronically 
transmitted to the individuals listed below.   

The paper copies of this filing are being hand delivered to the Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission and to the 
Rhode Island Division of Public Utilities and Carriers. 

February 24, 2023 
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The Narragansett Electric Company 

EFSB Docket No. SB-2021-04 

In Re: Aquidneck Island Gas Reliability Project 

Old Mill Lane, Portsmouth, Rhode Island 

Responses to the Town of Portsmouth’s First Set of Data Requests  

Issued on February 8, 2023 

   
 

Portsmouth 1-1 

 

Prepared by or under the supervision of:  Jeffrey A. Montigny 

Request: 

 

Please confirm that the E.F.S.B. granted the Company’s predecessor gas distribution utility a 

license to site, construct and operate an LNG transfer station on property leased from the United 

States Navy in Middletown, R.I., in 2001 in Docket SB- 00-01. 

 

Response: 

 

Please see EFSB Order 48 from Docket No. SB-00-1 which is attached as Attachment 

Portsmouth 1-1. 
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Portsmouth 1-2 

 

Prepared by or under the supervision of:  Jeffrey A. Montigny 

Request: 

 

In 2001, was the Naval Station intended to serve as a permanent facility for the vaporization of 

LNG to provide natural gas to Aquidneck Island as needed? If so, when and by whom was such 

decision made. Please provide all correspondence and memoranda that describe such decision. 

 

Response: 

 

Please see pages 26 and 27 of ProvGas’s Amended Application for the Construction and Siting 

of a Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) Transfer Station attached as Attachment Portsmouth 1-2 

which references  a “permanently sited vaporizer” and “fixed vaporizer” at the Naval Station.  

The Company does not have any additional information concerning the decision making for the 

Naval Station LNG Transfer Station. 
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Portsmouth 1-4 

 

Prepared by or under the supervision of:  Jeffrey A. Montigny 

Request: 

 

Does the company acknowledge and agree with the statement in the EFSB Order 147 (dated 

January 29, 2021) that it “abandoned” a licensed LNG vaporization facility on the Naval base in 

Middletown, R.I.? If not, describe any basis for any disagreement with such conclusion. 

 

Response: 

 

EFSB Order 147 describes the LNG vaporization facility at the Middletown, Rhode Island Naval 

station as “now-abandoned.” The LNG vaporization facility located on the Naval base in 

Middletown has not been used in many years due to access restrictions imposed by the U.S 

Navy, which has rendered it unsuitable to the purposes of maintaining LNG vaporization and 

injection capabilities on Aquidneck Island.  In addition, over the years, the site has also become 

obsolete.  

At this time, the site has not been abandoned in the manner in which the Company uses that 

term. However,  Rhode Island Energy is engaged in developing an abandonment plan that will 

return the site to the same state in which it existed when the Company began leasing it.  The 

proposed abandonment of the facility will occur prior to the expiration of the lease with the 

Navy, and the Navy has indicated to the Company that it would not renew the Company’s lease 

if asked to do so. 
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Prepared by or under the supervision of:  Jeffrey A. Montingny 

Request: 

 

Did the Company’s predecessor, i.e., Providence Gas Company, state to the EFSB in a 2001 

application that it had rejected reactivating the proposed facility at Old Mill Lane for long term 

use as a primary supply facility the Old Mill Lane location because the size of the site precludes 

its use as a permanent facility? 

 

Response: 

 

According to the discussion beginning on page 24 of Attachment Portsmouth 1-2, the Providence 

Gas Company rejected reactivation of the Old Mill Lane Propane Peaking Facility because it was 

determined to be an unsuitable alternative to the vaporization and injection of liquefied natural 

gas (“LNG”).  The perceived disadvantages of the Old Mill Lane site for use as an LNG facility 

can be found on pages 29-30 of Attachment Portsmouth 1-2.  
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Prepared by or under the supervision of:  Brian Kirkwood and Julie Porcaro 

Request: 

 

Describe the difference in annual costs (if any) associated with the operation and maintenance of 

the alternatives to the Old Mill Lane site that are described in the Siting Report. 

 

Response: 

 

Section 4.3 in the Siting Report describes that the Portable LNG Operation at Navy property 

would cost $1.5 million per year in operations and maintenance cost.  This estimate was based on 

the Portable LNG Operation at the Navy property mirroring the operation and maintenance of the 

Project.  This includes the updated plan to purchase the LNG equipment for the Project.  Even 

with the change to purchasing the LNG equipment, we expect the annual operation and 

maintenance costs at the Navy property would be the same as the Project.  

 

Section 4.4 in the Siting Report describes a permanent LNG operation on Navy property. Based 

upon similar installed LNG operations, the Company estimates that the annual operation and 

maintenance cost  of a permanent LNG facility would be $1.5 – 2.0 million annually consisting 

of labor, monthly inspection of equipment (fire safety, LNG, ancillary, and security systems), 

annual inspection and maintenance of LNG and ancillary equipment, consumables, utility costs, 

and vehicle usage. 

 

Section 4.5 in the Siting Report describes a LNG Barge solution and estimates the cost 

associated with a LNG barge and vaporization services to be $10 million per year over a 15 year 

contract.   This is a high-level estimate and is subject to fluctuation based on contract specifics 

regarding responsibility for all aspects of operating and maintenance cost associated with the 

LNG barge, labor cost, and subsea pipeline riser maintenance.  

 

Section 4.6 in the Sitting Report describes an AGT Reinforcement Project. There would be no 

operations and maintenance cost incurred by the Company, as ownership and maintenance of the 

pipeline would be managed by the pipeline company Enbridge.  

 

The operation and maintenance cost for the non-infrastructure solutions would be the same as the 

Project’s operation and maintenance costs because the non-infrastructure solutions would rely on 

Project to address the capacity vulnerability and provide peak shaving until there is sufficient 

adoption of the non-infrastructure measures to obviate the need for the Project for peak shaving 

during periods of high demand. Please note that the Project would remain necessary to address 

capacity vulnerability even if non-infrastructure solutions were sufficiently adopted to obviate 

the need for the Project for peak-shaving purposes.  
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Portsmouth 1-8 

 

Prepared by or under the supervision of:  Jeffrey A. Montigny 

Request: 

 

The Siting Report (at Section 3.2) notes that the utilization of LNG at the Old Mill Lane site 

commenced in 2021, and that the use of this site was “needed while the permitting process was 

being completed for the Navy Yard LNG site.” Describe the permits that are referenced, the 

regulatory agencies that were then reviewing any permit applications, when the referenced 

permitting process was commenced and ended, and whether any permits were denied. 

 

Response: 

 

The narrative in Section 3.2 refers to the application effort dating back to August 23, 2000 by 

Southern Union Company to obtain a license to operate an LNG transfer station to be located at 

the Navy Yard in Middletown.  The LNG site located at the Navy Yard did not physically exist 

yet. 

Providence Gas Company, a Division of Southern Union Company, filed an application with the 

Energy Facility Siting Board on August 23, 2000 for the construction and siting of a liquified 

natural gas transfer station. The application was ultimately approved by the EFSB at the time, 

and the LNG transfer station facility was subsequently constructed.  See EFSB Order No. 48 

found at Attachment Portsmouth 1-1. 

The use of LNG at the Old Mill Lane site began in 2001 in order to enable to peak shaving 

during the winter of 2001 – 2002. Southern Union Company obtained the Special Use Permit 

dated September 25, 2001 and recorded October 3, 2001 in Volume 724, Page 130 of the 

Portsmouth Land Records, a copy of which is attached as Attachment Portsmouth 1-8-1.  The 

Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management also issued an Insignificant 

Alteration – Permit, a copy of which is attached as Attachment Portsmouth 1-8-2.  The 

permitting of the Old Mill Lane Site and the Navy Yard LNG site was completed by Southern 

Union Company, the Company is not aware of any additional permitting records for the 2001 

operation. 
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Portsmouth 1-9 

 

Prepared by or under the supervision of:  Brian Kirkwood 

Request: 

 

Did the Company represent to the EFSB in its 2019 Petition for Declaratory Ruling that the Old 

Mill Lane “Property could not support a permanent LNG facility”? If so, has the Company 

acquired additional property adjacent to the existing site? 

 

Response: 

 

No, the quoted language appeared in the Company’s September 16, 2020 Petition for 

Declaratory Order in Docket No. SB-2020-02.  The Company has not requested or filed an 

application for a permanent LNG facility at Old Mill Lane and has not acquired additional 

property adjacent to the existing site.  
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Portsmouth 1-10 

 

Prepared by or under the supervision of:  Julie Porcaro 

Request: 

 

The Siting Report’s discussion of “Alternatives” in Section 4.3 indicates that use of either Navy 

site would not be expected to have any public health, safety or welfare, or environmental or 

social adverse impacts. Please state whether the reason such sites were not selected was 

primarily based upon the expected costs of construction of such facilities. 

 

Response: 

 

As noted in the last paragraph of Siting Report Section 4.3, the Navy Site “was ultimately 

rejected due to significant infrastructure investments required for connection to the natural gas 

distribution system. In addition, the ‘downstream’ location of the system did not provide the 

operational advantages of a location closer to the take station.”  
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Prepared by or under the supervision of:  Jeffrey A. Montigny and Julie Porcaro 

Request: 

 

The Company’s response to EFSB Record Request 14 states that “the current proposal provides 

higher capacity than an alternative site due to hydraulic conditions.” Please describe all such 

alternative sites referenced, including their location and hydraulic conditions as compared to the 

Old Mill Lane site. 

 

Response: 

 

The only other feasible alternative sites identified for a portable liquefied natural gas (“LNG”) 

vaporization and injection facility was a new site located at either Tank Farm 3 or Tank Farm 5 

on land owned by the Naval Station Newport in Middletown, Rhode Island. 

 

However, these sites had significant disadvantages and presented significant obstacles.  In 

addition to the design, site development, permitting and construction required for an LNG 

facility located at Naval Station Newport, there was no infrastructure available at these locations 

to carry the gas away to the gas distribution system.  The new LNG facility would, therefore, 

necessitate construction of natural gas infrastructure including new gas main piping and valves, 

along with an additional pressure regulation facility in order to regulate the supply injected by 

the LNG facility into the existing distribution system and to maximize vaporization rate.   

 

Ultimately, these alternatives were rejected because adequately sized distribution system piping 

already existed within Old Mill Lane, as did existing pressure regulation stations.  Moreover, the 

Old Mill Lane site proved to be more hydraulically suitable for providing superior peak shaving 

support to the entire distribution system from the Old Mill Lane location, due to the location at 

the head of the system, as opposed to a more remote injection facility located downstream within 

the distribution system. 

 

Please refer to Attachment Portsmouth 1-11 for the options studied and the hydraulic study 

performed to illustrate and compare the different alternatives.  Ultimately, the alternative sites 

did not match the vaporization rate of 750 Dth / hour that was achievable from the Old Mill Lane 

site, despite the pipe infrastructure improvements and a new pressure regulation station 

improvement for the 99 psig and 55 psig systems that could have been implemented for an 

alternative site at Naval Station Newport.  
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Tank Farm 5 Greene Lane (from Navy Base) MDT 99 PSIG 12 inch CS 12 inch PL 2 No 310

Tank Farm 5 Greene Lane (From Maple @ W Main) MDT 99 PSIG 8 inch PL 12 inch PL 3 No 279

Tank Farm 5 Greene Lane (from Navy Base) MDT 99 PSIG 12 inch CS 16 inch steel 2 No 396

Tank Farm 5 Greene Lane (From Maple @ W Main) MDT 99 PSIG 8 inch PL 16 inch steel 3 No 343

Tank Farm 5 Greene Lane (from Navy Base) MDT 99 PSIG 12 inch CS 12 inch PL 2 Yes 443

Tank Farm 5 Greene Lane (From Maple @ W Main) MDT 99 PSIG 8 inch PL 12 inch PL 3 Yes 412

Tank Farm 5 Greene Lane (from Navy Base) MDT 99 PSIG 12 inch CS 16 inch steel 2 Yes 528

Tank Farm 5 Greene Lane (From Maple @ W Main) MDT 99 PSIG 8 inch PL 16 inch steel 3 Yes 477

Tank Farm 3 Greene Lane (from Navy Base) Portsmouth 99 PSIG connects to 12" CS 12 inch PL 3.8 No 381

Tank Farm 3 Greene Lane (From Maple @ W Main) Portsmouth 99 PSIG connects to 8" PL 12 inch PL 4.5 No 350

Tank Farm 3 Greene Lane (from Old Mill Ln) Portsmouth 99 PSIG connects to 16" CS 12 inch PL 6.5 No 41

Tank Farm 3 Greene Lane (from Navy Base) Portsmouth 99 PSIG connects to 12" CS 12 inch PL 3.8 Yes 463

Tank Farm 3 Greene Lane (From Maple @ W Main) Portsmouth 99 PSIG connects to 8" PL 12 inch PL 4.5 Yes 432

Tank Farm 3 Greene Lane (from Old Mill Ln) Portsmouth 99 PSIG connects to 16" CS 12 inch PL 6.5 Yes 122

Tank Farm 3 Greene Lane (from Navy Base) Portsmouth 99 PSIG connects to 12" CS 16 inch steel 3.8 No 487

Tank Farm 3 Greene Lane (From Maple @ W Main) Portsmouth 99 PSIG connects to 8" PL 16 inch steel 4.5 No 436

Tank Farm 3 Greene Lane (from Old Mill Ln) Portsmouth 99 PSIG connects to 16" CS 16 inch steel 6.5 No 94

Tank Farm 3 Greene Lane (from Navy Base) Portsmouth 99 PSIG connects to 12" CS 16 inch steel 3.8 Yes 569

Tank Farm 3 Greene Lane (From Maple @ W Main) Portsmouth 99 PSIG connects to 8" PL 16 inch steel 4.5 Yes 519

Tank Farm 3 Greene Lane (from Old Mill Ln) Portsmouth 99 PSIG connects to 16" CS 16 inch steel 6.5 Yes 172

NOTES:

Tank Farm 5 - Max vaporization rate = 528 Dth/hr

Tank Farm 3 - Max vaporization rate = 569 Dth/hr

Old Mill Lane - Max vaporization rate - 750 Dth/hr (limited by vaporizer size)
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