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Re: Opposition to application filed by Aquidneck Ferry & Charter =
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This letter is being written to voice our opposition to an application ﬁled by the Aquidneck Ferry

& Charter Inc. (AFCI) for a Certlﬁcate of Authority to operate a ferry service in Newport Harbor
- and to Fort Adams and Rose Island,

Currently the passenger service provided by Conanicut Marine Services(CMS) Jamestown East
Ferry provides more than adequate transportation to and from Rose Island. If the AFCI
application were approved we believe that the additional ferry service would negatively affect
the Jamestown Ferry to such an extent that it would most definitely jeopardize their ability to

operate. The approval of an additional ferry service would also cripple Oldport Marine’s
downtown shuttle.

The Rose Island: Lighthousc Foundation has relied upon the Jamestown Ferry and Oldport
Marine Services for more than twenty five years. The potential loss or reduction of such services
would negatively affect our ability to operate and reduce the number of visitors to the island
which would thereby exaggerate the difficult economic climate already affecting our foundation.

The risk of adding another ferry to the route currently serviced by the J amestown ferry and

application of AFCI as there is no public benefit of adding another ferry to an already crowded
harbor and Rose Island Landing.
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January 26, 2009
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Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission
Division of Public Utilities and Carriers
89 Jefferson Blvd.

Warwick, R102888
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Dear Commission;

Fam writing about the proposed new commercial ferry service for Newport Harbor and nearby
points. .

There are existing water-based services that offer comparable transportation, e.g., Oldport .
Marine and Conanicut Marine. Oldport has not only been a reliable service in the harbor, but has
offered creative new ways to enhance its service that would benefit the community and visitors
alike. Both Oldport and Conanicut have year in and year out been an tmportant, visible part of
the area’s on-water transportation and visitor experience.

T have serious concerns about introducing an additional service at a time when 1) we should be
consolidating support for reliable existing services in a down economy, and 2) the level of
demand is questionable to support yet an additional service. The unintended consequences might
very well put all the services at financial risk. At first this distress would almost certainly be
reductions in service and routes, but even in this scenario, it would be detrimental to all parties,
including the destination sights. In an economy that is challenging enough, why create more
risk?

Thank you for your consideration. Iam available for further discussion,

Sinceypely,
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February 1, 2010

Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission
Division of Public Utilities & Carriers

89 Jefferson Blvd.

Warwick, RI 02888

Re: Commerecial ferry service for Newport Harbor,

To Whom It May Concern:

Oldport Marine Services has been providing Water Taxi Service to and from Goat
Island for over 20 years. Their service is safe and reliable and adequately serves the
amount of passenger volume that travels to and from Goat Island. The Oldport
Water Taxi stops at Goat Island every hour from 8am -11:30 pm, May through
October, seven days a week. There is no need for an additional water taxi service
and furthermore there isn't enough room at the Goat Island Marina to
accommodate a 60 foot water taxi.

Thank you and please feel free to contact me at any time if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
My
-7
Michael Sweeney RI DIVISION OF
General Manager FUBLIC UTILITIES & CARRIERS
Goat Island Marina
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‘Tuesday, February 02, 2010Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission
Davision of Public Utilities and Cattiers

89 Jefferson Blvd.

Watwick, RI 02888

Dear Director, -

On behalf of Sail Newport, I would like to show out support of the existing harbor shuttle services in and
around Newport Hatbot. Through solid communication and agreements, the Jamestown Ferry Service
(through Conanicut Matine) and the Oldport Marine Water Taxi / Intermodal launch service have adequately
setved the harbor-wide demand for cross hatbor intermodal transportation.

The flexibility of adding more launches on high demand days has greatly increased rider ship and has made
the OldPort Launch the leader in cross harbor shuttle of people wishing to enjoy the various destinations that
they utilize.

Boih,the.]amestown Ferry and OldPozt Marine have wotked with the DEM and Sail Newportt to cteate

ditectional signage and communicate on a daily basis on the volume of traffic coming and going from Fort
Adams State Patk.

As a not for profit public sailing center, we sometimes ate in need of pro bono wotk from both Jamestown
Fetty and OldPort Matine. Oldport historically has given free transpott to our Thomson Middle School After
School Sailing Program as well as discounted motning and afternoon ttips for children coming and going from
out vatious sailing programs,

Jamestown Ferry has donated services to our charitable causes as well as supplying safe and reliable
intermodal transportation to children and families to attend regattas, clinics and daily classes at Sail Newport’s
Sailing Center.

As the entity managing the piers for the Department of Envitonmental Management, we ate at the point
position with the tidets of the cross hatbor shuttles. In our history of working with these two organizations,
we have never had an issue with service or demand exceeding their ability to supply. That includes festival
weekends, regatta weekends, Tall Ships and othet major summertime attractions.
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89 Jefferson Blvd
Warwick, RI 02888

Re:  Aquidneck Ferry & Charter — Ferry Service Application

Greetings,

I am writing this letter in support of Aquidneck Ferry & Charter’s application to operate a ferry service
in Newport harbor. Aquidneck Ferry & Charter’s position is that (AF&C) operates on a different
business model, different route, and a_quicker schedule than other ferry and water taxi services
enhancing the quality of our visitors’ experiences. Enhanced visitor’s experience can increase
economic activity, benefitting Newport’s business and cultural comniunities. Those benefits may
include greater revenue for Jamestown-Newport Ferry and Oldport Marine, and in my opinion will not

adversely affect ridership.

Aquidneck Ferry & Charter plans to employ 20 to 25 full time, new jobs starting in April 2010. Rhode
Island needs many small businesses like (AF&C) to help stem the tide of this dismal economy. I
support the application because it benefits the community by enhancing the quality of visitor’s
experience as well employing our fellow Rhode Islanders.

Sincerely,
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BOWEN’S WHARF COMPANY
13 BOWEN'S WHARF « PO BOX 60 « NEWPORT, RI 02840 » TEL 401.849.2243 - FAX 401.849.4322 « WWW.BOWENSWHARFE.COM

February 8, 2010

Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission
Division of Public Utilities and Carriers

89 Jefferson Blvd.
Warwick, RI 02888

Dear Comimissioners:

Bowen’s Wharf Co. owns a dock at Bowen'’s Ferry Landing in Newport Harbor. The end
of this dock is configured to allow small launches and ferry boats to land. The Newport-
Jamestown Ferry lands there regularly and the Old Port launch lands there when requested by a
passenger. This dock will accommodate vessels up to £40’ for touch and go landings. It is not

big enough for the 65’ Aquidneck Ferry.

- Aquidneck Ferry & Charter Inc. (AFCI) does not have landing permission from Bowen’s
Wharf Co.
Bowen’s Wharf Co. has been a supporter of the Newport-Jamestown Ferry since

inception and has worked hard to support the service. This service is fragile financially having
just recently begun to be profitable. Allowing direct, unnecessary competition into the market

will threaten its existence.

Bowen’s Wharf Co. sells tickets for the Newport-Jamestown Ferry and to the best of my
knowledge we have never had to turn away a customer for the regular run.

I urge the Pubiic Utilities Commission to deny the appiication of AFCI.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

NAVAL STATION NEWPORT
690 PEARY STREET
NEWPORY, Rl 02844.1522

IN REPLY REFER TO:

Captain Addision Closson
Aquidneck Ferry & Charter

FEB 0 9 2010
459 Winstone Drive
Portsmouth, RI 02871

NQ0/030

Captain Closson:

I have reviewed your request dated December 8, 2009 ‘and
after careful consideration I must,
request at this time.

regretfully, deny vyour

This decision is not made lightly. It is based on
information provided by the departments which would be effected
by this proposal and several factors were taken into
consideration; Naval Station (NAVSTA)
being the first consideration.
civilians onboard the installati

Newport’s security posture
would have a negative impact on

Allowing groups of unaffiliated

on would pose a problem which
in place security measures.

An additional concern is the negative impact it would have

on the NAVSTA Morale, Welfare and Recreation

Operating at full capacit

months, the MWR Marina co

(MWR) Marina.
Y on weekends and during peak summer

uld not support this additional burden.
Thank you for your interest. If You have any other
suggestions or concerns please fee

Director, Mr.

1 free to con
David W. Scott at {401) 841-39025.

tact my Security

Sincerely,
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RHODE ISLAND

Elia Germani

Chairman

Public Utilities Commission
93 Jefferson Bivd,
Warwick, RI 02889

Dear Chairtnan Germani:

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT
235 Promenade Street, Providence, RT 02908-5767

o Rhode Island Relay 771

February 11, 2010

This office has been advised of an application before Rhode Tsland Public Utilities

Commission seeking to develop

Adams.

Please be advised that the Department of Environmental _has not been contacted, is in any;

water taxi routes in.and around Newport including Fort

agreoment, nor would entertain to such a proposal.

If you have any questions, please contact my office at 222-2771.
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W. Michael Sullivan, Ph.D.
Director -
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February 11, 2010

Luly Massaro

Division of Public Utilities & Carriers
Motor Cacriers Division

89 Jetterson Blvd

Warwick, RI 02888

Dear Ms. Massaro:

I am writing in support of the Aquidneck Ferry’s application to operate a ferry service in Newport harbor.

Aquidneck Ferry’s position 1s that (AFC) operates on a different business model, different route, and a
guicker schedule, enhancing the quality of visitor’s expernience. Enhanced visitor’s experience can increase
economic activity, benefitting Newport’s business and cultural communities. Those benefits may

ncorporate greater revenue for Jamestown-Newport Ferry and Oldport Marine, and in my opinion will
not adversely affect nidership.

Aquidneck Ferry & Charter plans to employ 20 to 25 full time new jobs starting in April 2010. Rhode
Island needs many small businesses like (AF&C) to help stem the tide of this dismal economy. T support
the application for it benefits the community by enhancing the quality of visitor’s experience as well
employing our fellow Rhode Islanders.
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