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   November 18, 2020 

 
 
Ms. Luly Massaro, Clerk 
Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission 
89 Jefferson Boulevard 
Warwick, RI  02888 
 
Re:   Docket 5077 
 
Dear Ms. Massaro: 
 
 Enclosed please find an original and nine copies of the following document: 
 

1. Northeast Clean Energy Council’s Motion to Intervene.  

Please note that an electronic copy of this document has been provided to the service list. 
I will be representing the Northeast Clean Energy Council in this matter and would ask that you 
please enter my appearance and add me to the service list for this Docket. 

 
 Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 
        Sincerely, 
 
 
 
        Joseph A. Keough, Jr. 
JAK/kf 
Enclosures 
cc: Docket 5077 Service List (via electronic mail) 
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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS 
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

 
IN RE: THE NARRAGANSETT ELECTRIC CO. : 
D/B/A NATIONAL GRID – STANDARDS FOR :  DOCKET No. 5077 
CONNECTING DISTRIBUTED GENERATION,   :    
R.I.P.U.C No. 2244 TARIFF ADVICE FILING : 

 
NORTHEAST CLEAN ENERGY COUNCIL’S MOTION TO INTERVENE 

 
 NOW COMES the Northeast Clean Energy Council (“NECEC”), and pursuant to Rule 1.13 

of the Rules of Practice and Procedure for the Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission 

(“Commission”), moves that the Commission grant NECEC the right to intervene as a party in 

the above-captioned docket for the reasons set forth herein: 

1. NECEC is a regional non-profit clean energy business, policy and innovation organization 

that represents hundreds of clean energy companies and entrepreneurs throughout 

New England and New York.   

2. NECEC’s mission is to accelerate the region’s clean energy economy by building an 

active community of stakeholders, clean energy companies and entrepreneurs.   

3. NECEC works with clean energy businesses, entrepreneurs, policy makers and other 

stakeholders in the clean energy sector through programs and initiatives that advance 

clean energy markets. 

4. On October 27, 2020, The Narragansett Electric Company, d/b/a National Grid 

(“National Grid”), filed a request for approval of revisions to National Grid’s tariff 

entitled Standards for Connecting Distributed Generation, R.I.P.U.C. No. 2244 (“Tariff”).  

5. Since July 2019, NECEC, OER, National Grid, many DER developers, and other 

stakeholders met repeatedly to explore challenges associated with the interconnection 
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of distributed energy resources (“DERs”) and to identify tariff changes that could 

alleviate these challenges.  The Tariff revisions proposed in National Grid’s October 27, 

2020 filing is the product of those stakeholder discussions and represent a consensus 

between NECEC, the Office of Energy Resources and National Grid.   

6. National Grid’s October 27, 2020 filing included a letter of support for the proposed 

Tariff changes from NECEC, attached thereto as Attachment 3. 

7.  NECEC was an active participant in Docket 4770 in which National Grid filed an 

application to implement an increase in electric and gas base distribution rates, which 

included National Grid’s Power Sector Transformation Vision and Implementation Plan 

(“PST Plan”), and Docket 4780, which was a separate docket opened by the Commission 

to examine National Grid’s PST Plan.   

8. NECEC was an active participant in Docket 4568, which reviewed a filing by National Grid 

for rate design and distribution cost allocation among rate classes in light of net 

metering and the changing distribution system. 

9. NECEC was an active participant in Docket 4600, the Commission’s 2016-2017 

“Investigation Into the Changing Electric Distribution System,” which produced a 

framework for evaluating the benefits and costs of investments in traditional utility 

infrastructure, energy efficiency, demand response, renewable energy, and new 

technologies.    

10. NECEC was also an active participant and contributor in the Office of Energy Resources, 

Division of Public Utilities and Carriers, and Public Utilities Commission proceedings 

regarding Governor Raimondo’s Power Sector Transformation Initiative in 2017. 
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11. The Interconnection of DERs is a critical issue to many of NECEC’s member companies 

that are doing, or intend to do, business in Rhode Island.  Increasing costs and 

timeframes associated with the interconnection process threaten the viability of DER 

interconnection in Rhode Island and represent a direct risk of harm to NECEC members. 

12. Intervention in Commission proceedings is governed by Rule 1.13 of the Commission’s 

Rules of Practice and Procedure, which states:  

“Subject to the provisions of these rules, any person claiming a right to intervene or an 
interest of such nature that intervention is necessary or appropriate may intervene in 
any proceeding before the Commission. Such right or interest may be: 
 
(1) A right conferred by statute. 
 
(2) An interest which may be directly affected and which is not adequately represented 
by existing parties and as to which movants may be bound by the Commission's action 
in the proceeding. (The following may have such an interest: consumers served by the 
applicant, defendant, or respondent; holders of securities of the applicant, defendant, 
or respondent.) 
 
 (3) Any other interest of such nature that movant's participation may be in the public 
interest.” 
 

13. NECEC’s members are involved in developing small, medium, and large-scale renewable 

energy facilities and delivering energy efficiency services in Rhode Island.  

14.  As such, NECEC and its members have a strong interest in the subject matters of this 

Docket that may be directly affected, and which are not adequately represented by the 

existing parties in this Docket. 

15. NECEC has extensive experience in matters related to energy efficiency, distributed and 

grid-scale clean and renewable energy, and the implementation of state policy, 

regulation, and laws affecting these resources and the companies that provide them. 
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16. As a result, NECEC’s participation in this Docket will be in the public interest as an 

advocate for clean energy.    

WHEREFORE, the Northeast Clean Energy Council requests that the Commission grant 

its Motion to Intervene, that it be granted status as a party in this proceeding, and that the 

Commission grant all other relief it deems meet and just. 

        
 

NORTHEAST CLEAN ENERGY COUNCIL, 
       By its attorney, 
 
 
       ____________________________________ 
       Joseph A. Keough, Jr. (#4925) 
       KEOUGH + SWEENEY, LTD. 
       41 Mendon Avenue 
       Pawtucket, RI  02861 

 (401) 724-3600 (phone) 
 (401) 724-9909 (fax)    

  jkeoughjr@keoughsweeney.com 
 

  

mailto:jkeoughjr@keoughsweeney.com
JKeough
New Stamp
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CERTIFICATION 
 

 I hereby certify that on November 18, 2020, I sent a copy of the within to all parties set 
forth on the attached Service List by electronic mail and copies to Luly Massaro, Commission 
Clerk, by electronic mail and regular mail.  
 

Parties’ Name/Address  E-mail  Phone 
Raquel Webster, Esq. 
National Grid 
280 Melrose Street 
Providence, RI  02907 

Raquel.webster@nationalgrid.com; 781-907-2121 
Jennifer.Hutchinson@nationalgrid.com; 
Nancy.Israel@nationalgrid.com; 
Brooke.skulley@nationalgrid.com;   
Joanne.scanlon@nationalgrid.com;  
Timothy.Roughan@nationalgrid.com;  
Kevin.Kelly2@nationalgrid.com;  
John.Kennedy@nationalgrid.com;  
 

Albert Vitali, Esq. 
Dept. of Administration 
Division of Legal Services 
One Capitol Hill, 4th Floor 
Providence, RI 02908 

Albert.Vitali@doa.ri.gov;  401-222-8880 
Nancy.Russolino@doa.ri.gov;  
Christopher.Kearns@energy.ri.gov;  
Nicholas.ucci@energy.ri.gov; 
Jacklyn.Olivieri@energy.ri.gov;  
Carrie.Gill@energy.ri.gov;  
Shauna.Beland@energy.ri.gov; 
 

Jon Hagopian, Sr. Counsel 
Division of Public Utilities and Carriers 
 

Jon.hagopian@dpuc.ri.gov;  401-784-4775 
John.bell@dpuc.ri.gov;  
Dmacrae@riag.ri.gov; 
Margaret.L.Hogan@dpuc.ri.gov;  

Greg Booth 
Bill Watson 

gboothpe@gmail.com;  
wfwatson924@gmail.com;; 
 

File an original & 9 copies w/: 
Luly E. Massaro, Commission Clerk 
Cynthia Wilson-Frias, Commission Counsel 
Public Utilities Commission 
89 Jefferson Blvd. 
Warwick, RI  02888 

Luly.massaro@puc.ri.gov; 
 

401-780-2107 
 

Alan.nault@puc.ri.gov;  
Todd.bianco@puc.ri.gov;   
Cynthia.WilsonFrias@puc.ri.gov;  

Jeremy McDiarmid, NECEC 
 

jmcdiarmid@necec.org;   
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 Joseph A. Keough, Jr., Esquire # 4925  

  KEOUGH + SWEENEY, LTD. 
       41 Mendon Avenue 
       Pawtucket, RI  02861 

 (401) 724-3600 (phone) 
 (401) 724-9909 (fax)    

  jkeoughjr@keoughsweeney.com 
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