


Block Island Power Company
Cost of Service Study and Rate Design

Rate Case Schedule: 

Filing submitted by July 31, 2019

Update COS and Allocations in September 2019 using actual individual 
meter data from NISC MDM for summer peak day/hour. 

New rates will go into effect on May 1, 2020

Goal is 0% Rate Increase



Rate Case Goals – RI Docket 4600 

Goal: Provide reliable, safe, clean, and affordable energy to Rhode Island customers over the long term (this applies to all energy 
use, not just regulated fuels); 

Response: BIUD to ensure adequate revenues to upgrade the infrastructure and fund maintenance and efficiency 
programs.

Goal: Strengthen the Rhode Island economy, support economic competitiveness, retain and create jobs by optimizing the 
benefits of a modern grid and attaining appropriate rate design structures; 

Response: BIUD is proposing a revenue neutral case that will support all programs while maintaining stable rates to 
support the local Block Island economy which supports the statewide tourism economy. 

Goal: Address the challenge of climate change and other forms of pollution;

Response: BIUD has shut down its diesel generators (reducing carbon emissions and noise pollution) and has supported 
the development and operation of the BI Wind Farm.

Goal: Prioritize and facilitate increasing customer investment in their facilities (efficiency, distributed generation, storage,
responsive demand, and the electrification of vehicles and heating) where that investment provides recognizable net 
benefits;

Response: BIUD’s rate design encourages beneficial electrification/fuel switching during off peak seasons (by offering a 
lower winter period rate) and encourage efficiency during the peak season by increasing peak season rates. 



Rate Design Principals– RI Docket 4600 

Goal: Appropriately compensate distributed energy resources for the value they provide to the electricity system, customers, 
and society;

Response: BIUD seeks to develop a net metering policy that will accept projects over a 3% cap that meets this goal.

Goal: Appropriately charge customers for the cost they impose on the grid;

Response: BIUD Cost of Service Study ensures proper allocation of costs.

Goal: Appropriately compensate the distribution utility for the services it provides;

Response: As a not for profit, member owner Utility District our goal is to set rates to support NO MORE THAN our 
revenue requirements necessary to meet these goals and maintain our loan covenants. 

Goal: Align distribution utility, customer, and policy objectives and interests through the regulatory framework, including rate
design, cost recovery, and incentives.

Response: BIUD is trying to make this rate case as inclusive as possible to incorporate its member’s concerns and 
interests.



Rate Case Goals – RI Docket 4600 
Ensures safe, reliable, affordable, and environmentally responsible electricity service today and in the future;

1. Promotes economic efficiency over the short and long term;

2. Provides efficient price signals that reflect long-run marginal cost;

3. Identifies future rates and rate structures that appropriately addresses “externalities” that are not adequately counted in current rate 

structures;

4. Empowers consumers to manage their costs;

5. Enables a fair opportunity for utility cost recovery of prudently incurred costs and revenue stability;

6. Ensures that all parties should provide fair compensation for value and services received and should receive fair compensation;

7. Constitutes a design that is transparent and understandable to all customers;

8. Ensures that any changes in rate structures are be implemented with due consideration to the principle of gradualism in order to allow 

ample time for customers (including DER customers) to understand new rates and to lessen immediate bill impacts;

9. Provides opportunities to reduce energy burden, and address low income and vulnerable customers’ needs;

10. Ensures consistency with policy goals (e.g. environmental, climate (Resilient Rhode Island Act), energy diversity, competition, 

innovation, power/data security, least cost procurement, etc.);

11. Evaluates rate structures based on whether they encourage or discourage appropriate investments that enable the evolution of the

future energy system.



Total System Residential General Service Public Auth 7,8 Public Auth 9,10 Large Power

TOTAL COST OF SERVICE EXPENSES $2,771,048 $943,423 $290,348 $167,783 $21,299 $1,348,196

RETURN ON RATE BASE $201,654 $67,513 $20,521 $12,641 $1,496 $99,482

OTHER INCOME 245,059 81,824 29,132 14,350 2,078 117,674

TOTAL RATE REVENUE REQUIREMENT $2,727,643 $929,112 $281,737 $166,074 $20,717 $1,330,004

           % of System Revenue Requirement 34.06% 10.33% 6.09% 0.76% 48.76%

RATE REVENUE - FY 2018

             Customer Charges $301,281 $198,849 $46,227 $2,228 $3,132 $50,845

             Demand Charges $322,100 $33,195 $288,905

             Distribution Charges $2,048,327 $669,300 $256,174 $125,259 $18,774 $978,820

             System Charge $88,317 $59,156 $26,966 $591 $1,604

TOTAL RATE REVENUE - FY 2018 $2,760,025 $927,305 $329,367 $161,274 $23,509 $1,318,570

            % of System Rate Revenue 33.59% 11.93% 5.84% 0.85% 47.78%

RATE SURPLUS/(DEFICIENCY $) $32,608 ($1,806) $47,631 ($4,800) $2,792 ($11,208)

RATE SURPLUS/(DEFICIENCY %) 1.20% -0.19% 16.91% -2.89% 13.48% -0.84%

  BLOCK ISLAND POWER COMPANY

Test Year June 1, 2017 - May 31, 2018

Rate Revenue Requirement and Deficiency Summary*

1) Presently updating COS and allocations based on Calendar Year 2018 and finalizing revenue requirements. 
2) The DPUC and PUC have asked that we used actual smart meter data from NISC’s MDM to update allocations based on    
this summer’s peak.



1) The annual load data change from Fiscal Year 2018 to Calendar 2018 is up by 6% which will change rate values.  



Summary of Proposed Substantive Changes
Eliminate Public/Public Demand Rate – Convert to General/Demand
Eliminate System Charge ($90K)
Remove Demand Charge from Residential Class (172 Accounts - $118K)
Switch Demand from Monthly Calc to Annual Calc using Peak During July/August

Add 3rd Seasonal Rate for Shoulder Months

Current Periods

Proposed Periods 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

WINTER PERIOD SUMMER PERIOD WINTER PERIOD

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

WINTER PERIOD SHOULDER PEAK SHOULDER WINTER PERIOD



Customer Classes
Current Proposed

(R) Residential (R) Residential

(G) General Service (G) General Service

(D) Demand Metered General Service (D) Demand Metered General Service

(P) Public Authority Service _____

(PD) Public Demand Service _____

Current Proposed

Customer Charge Customer Charge

Plant And Distribution Plant and Distribution

System Charge Demand – Does not Apply to Residential

Demand Charge

Rate Component



RESIDENTIAL SERVICE “R”

Summer Rate

(June-September)

Winter Rate

(October-May)
Customer Charge per Month $12.38 $12.38

System Charge per Month $22.51 None

Plant/Distribution Charge per kWh $0.2399 $0.0910

GENERAL SERVICE “G”

Summer Rate

(June-September)

Winter Rate

(October-May)

Customer Charge per Month $12.38 $12.38

System Charge per Month $42.20 None

Plant/Distribution Charge per kWh $0.2652 $0.1205

DEMAND METERED GENERAL SERVICE “D”

Summer Rate

(June-September)

Winter Rate

(October-May)
Customer Charge per Month $18.57 $18.57

Demand Charge per kW per Month $19.58 $6.53

Plant/Distribution Charge per kWh $0.2185 $0.1090

PUBLIC AUTHORITY SERVICE “P”

Summer Rate

(June-September)

Winter Rate

(October-May)
Customer Charge per Month

a. Non-Demand $12.38 $12.38

a. Demand Metered $18.57 $18.57

Demand Charge per kW PER Month $18.57 $6.19

Plant/Distribution Charge per kWh

a. Non-Demand $0.2425 $0.1213

a. Demand Metered $0.1957 $0.0978

Current Rates Summary



Winter Summer

Customer Charge 12.38 12.38

Plant and Distribution Charge per kWH $0.0910 $0.2399

Residential Service

Winter Shoulder Summer

Customer Charge $15.00 $15.00 $15.00

Plant and Distribution Charge per kWH $0.0725 $0.1850 $0.2750

Residential Service

Old Rates New Rates

$1,986.76 $2,016.90

Annual Cost for 500 kWH Residential Customer

R



Winter Summer

Customer Charge $12.38 $12.38

Plant and Distribution Charge per kWH $0.0910 $0.2399

General Service

Winter Shoulder Summer

Customer Charge $15.00 $15.00 $15.00

Plant and Distribution Charge per kWH $0.0925 $0.2300 $0.2950

General Service

Old Rates New Rates

$2,155.36 $2,186.90

Annual Cost for 500 kWH General Customer

G



Winter Summer

Customer Charge $18.57 $18.57

Demand Charge $6.5300 $19.5800

Plant and Distribution Charge per kWH $0.1090 $0.2185

Demand Service

Winter Shoulder Summer

Customer Charge $25.00 $25.00 $25.00

Demand Charge $7.2500 $7.2500 $7.2500

Plant and Distribution Charge per kWH $0.0700 $0.1600 $0.2600

Demand Service

Old Rates New Rates

$3,957.64 $4,208.80

Annual Cost for 1000 kWH Demand Customer

D

This estimate does not take into account the demand component which is proposed to be set using the customer’s peak load in July and August – creating a flat expense 
for the next 12 months. This will build in cost stability and allocate demand charges based on BIUD’s most demanding period.



Block Island Power Company
Cost of Service Study and Rate Design

Update

Filing delayed until August 16, 2019

New rates will go into effect on either May 1 or June 1, 2020

2018 Budget Year to 2020 Budget Year – Expenses are Down 2.16%



Test Year (or Budget Year) Comparisons from 2018 - 2020

• BIUD’s proposed budget used in the rate case for 2020 is down 2.16% from BIPCO’s Calendar Year 2018.

• The 2020 Budget includes funding for:
• an effective tree trimming program, 
• a storm contingency reserve,
• a 2% operating reserve, 
• and Capital Plan that will allow us to continue with our system upgrades.
• Funding for Block Island Saves – Efficiency Program (required by restructuring act)

• How can we fund all of that with less funding? BIUD is recognizing “non-profit” savings of:
• Taxes $269,973
• Depreciation $269,124
• Income Taxes $179,557
• Dividends $15,000
• Sales Tax $15,000
• Total $748,654

NOTE: Our CFC Long Term Debt amount due is $530,930 in 2020 and $584,384 in years 2021-2024 before the payments 
start dropping off. 



Summary of Proposed Rate Class/Component Changes
1. Eliminate Public/Public Demand Rate – Convert to General/Demand
2. Remove Demand Charge from Residential Class
3. Remove System Charge
4. Change Demand Rate:  From Fluctuating Monthly Calculation/Rate to Annual
(calculation using Peak During July/August – Billed as Monthly Flat Rate).

Add 3rd Seasonal Rate for Shoulder Months

Current Periods

Proposed Periods 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

WINTER PERIOD SUMMER PERIOD WINTER PERIOD

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

WINTER PERIOD SHOULDER PEAK SHOULDER WINTER PERIOD



Rate Revenue Adjustments

ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION

Adjusted        

Rate Year Residential Commercial* General Service

Total Expenses 2,386,707 1,139,503 254,205 993,000

Total Capital Requirement 1,005,858 492,736 93,752 419,370

Total Cost of Service 3,392,565 1,632,239 347,957 1,412,370

Other Income 377,938 189,524 41,912 146,503

Rate Revenue Requirement 3,014,627 1,442,715 306,045 1,265,867

Current Rate Revenues 2,928,133 1,199,157 353,049 1,375,927

Efficiency Surcharge 64,971 25,985 6,660 32,327

Total Revenue 2,993,104 1,225,141 359,709 1,408,253

Increase/(Decrease) 21,524

Proposed New Revenue 3,014,627 1,237,825 361,508 1,415,295

Increase from Current 0.72% 1.04% 0.50% 0.50%

BLOCK ISLAND PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT

Development of Revenue Requirement

DemandGeneralResidential



Next slides are only examples of potential new 
rates. New rates being developed now. 



Winter Summer

Customer Charge 12.38 12.38

Plant and Distribution Charge per kWH $0.0910 $0.2399

Residential Service

Winter Shoulder Summer

Customer Charge $15.00 $15.00 $15.00

Plant and Distribution Charge per kWH $0.0725 $0.1850 $0.2750

Residential Service

R



Winter Summer

Customer Charge $12.38 $12.38

Plant and Distribution Charge per kWH $0.0910 $0.2399

General Service

Winter Shoulder Summer

Customer Charge $15.00 $15.00 $15.00

Plant and Distribution Charge per kWH $0.0925 $0.2300 $0.2950

General Service

G



Winter Summer

Customer Charge $18.57 $18.57

Demand Charge $6.5300 $19.5800

Plant and Distribution Charge per kWH $0.1090 $0.2185

Demand Service

Winter Shoulder Summer

Customer Charge $25.00 $25.00 $25.00

Demand Charge $7.2500 $7.2500 $7.2500

Plant and Distribution Charge per kWH $0.0700 $0.1600 $0.2600

Demand Service

D



Next slides from previous presentations that 
detailed rate case requirements and rate design 

principals per RIPUC Docket 4600-A.  



Rate Case Goals – RI Docket 4600 

Goal: Provide reliable, safe, clean, and affordable energy to Rhode Island customers over the long term (this applies to all energy 
use, not just regulated fuels); 

Response: BIUD to ensure adequate revenues to upgrade the infrastructure and fund maintenance and efficiency 
programs.

Goal: Strengthen the Rhode Island economy, support economic competitiveness, retain and create jobs by optimizing the 
benefits of a modern grid and attaining appropriate rate design structures; 

Response: BIUD is proposing a revenue neutral case that will support all programs while maintaining stable rates to 
support the local Block Island economy which supports the statewide tourism economy. 

Goal: Address the challenge of climate change and other forms of pollution;

Response: BIUD has shut down its diesel generators (reducing carbon emissions and noise pollution) and has supported 
the development and operation of the BI Wind Farm.

Goal: Prioritize and facilitate increasing customer investment in their facilities (efficiency, distributed generation, storage,
responsive demand, and the electrification of vehicles and heating) where that investment provides recognizable net 
benefits;

Response: BIUD’s rate design encourages beneficial electrification/fuel switching during off peak seasons (by offering a 
lower winter period rate) and encourage efficiency during the peak season by increasing peak season rates. 



Rate Design Principals– RI Docket 4600 

Goal: Appropriately compensate distributed energy resources for the value they provide to the electricity system, customers, 
and society;

Response: BIUD seeks to develop a net metering policy that will accept projects over a 3% cap that meets this goal.

Goal: Appropriately charge customers for the cost they impose on the grid;

Response: BIUD Cost of Service Study ensures proper allocation of costs.

Goal: Appropriately compensate the distribution utility for the services it provides;

Response: As a not for profit, member owner Utility District our goal is to set rates to support NO MORE THAN our 
revenue requirements necessary to meet these goals and maintain our loan covenants. 

Goal: Align distribution utility, customer, and policy objectives and interests through the regulatory framework, including rate
design, cost recovery, and incentives.

Response: BIUD is trying to make this rate case as inclusive as possible to incorporate its member’s concerns and 
interests.



Rate Case Goals – RI Docket 4600 
Ensures safe, reliable, affordable, and environmentally responsible electricity service today and in the future;

1. Promotes economic efficiency over the short and long term;

2. Provides efficient price signals that reflect long-run marginal cost;

3. Identifies future rates and rate structures that appropriately addresses “externalities” that are not adequately counted in current rate 

structures;

4. Empowers consumers to manage their costs;

5. Enables a fair opportunity for utility cost recovery of prudently incurred costs and revenue stability;

6. Ensures that all parties should provide fair compensation for value and services received and should receive fair compensation;

7. Constitutes a design that is transparent and understandable to all customers;

8. Ensures that any changes in rate structures are be implemented with due consideration to the principle of gradualism in order to allow 

ample time for customers (including DER customers) to understand new rates and to lessen immediate bill impacts;

9. Provides opportunities to reduce energy burden, and address low income and vulnerable customers’ needs;

10. Ensures consistency with policy goals (e.g. environmental, climate (Resilient Rhode Island Act), energy diversity, competition, 

innovation, power/data security, least cost procurement, etc.);

11. Evaluates rate structures based on whether they encourage or discourage appropriate investments that enable the evolution of the

future energy system.



2019 ANNUAL MEETING

AUGUST 24TH

PRESIDENTS REPORT



President’s Message

Congratulations Block Island, on March 25, 2019 the goal
of becoming a consumer owned and governed power
company was achieved! Helping you reach this milestone
is a career high for me and I am so proud of what we have
done.

Since the Town of New Shoreham bought the majority
interest in Block Island Power Company in November of
2016, we have been making significant customer service improvements, have implemented cost effective technology systems
and financial controls, have launched a significant capital improvement plan and have implemented important maintenance
programs. One of the most common questions I get is, “how are you paying for all of this?” These improvements were funded
by identifying significant financial savings within the BIPCO operating budget, limiting shareholder dividends and identifying
sources of additional revenues from our tower and pole top antenna rentals and payments from Verizon for pole replacements.

The Block Island Utility District (BIUD) will realize ongoing significant savings (shown on the next slide) from becoming a not for
profit electric utility which will help to fund our ongoing work rebuilding the distribution system, which has undisputedly
suffered decades of neglect.

Most importantly, the employees at BIUD have embraced this change and accepted the challenge of moving us forward. We
have a significant amount of work ahead of us but the improvements we have made so far help make coming to work everyday
easier. Our future is full of opportunities and we are all excited to serve you.

Jeffery Wright Page 2



The immediate savings that BIUD has realized since becoming a not-for-profit include the following:

Total Savings First Year of Debt Service
Net Savings from Becoming a Utility 

District

$748,654 $482,301 $266,353

AVOIDED COSTS 
(data from BIPCO’s 2018 audited financials):

Taxes $269,973

Depreciation $269,124

Income Taxes $179,557

Shareholder Dividends $15,000

Sales Tax $15,000

We just learned yesterday that our cooperative lending partner, National Rural Utilities Cooperative 

Finance Corporation (CFC) locked in our 30 year acquisition mortgage at a fixed rate of 3.21% after 

discounts and capital patronage returns, 95 bps less that we were originally quoted. 

Page 3



MEMBER SERVICE IMPROVEMENTS

Easy Electronic Payment Options
Pay-By-Phone
Monitor Daily Usage and Instantaneous Demand
Set Up Outage Alerts (Coming Soon)

Improved and More Accurate Billing System
Fully Integrated with Smart Meters 

Improved Bill Format
Historical Usage Charts

Printed and Mailed Cheaper and Faster by NISC
Integrated w/ Cooperative Response Center (CRC)

Integrated with new Accounting System

Page 4



MEMBER SERVICE IMPROVEMENTS

Live Outage Reporting
Fully Integrated with Mobile Workforce
Integrates with Phone System (Coming Soon)

Fully Integrated with CRC (backup call center)

BIPCO’s Phone is Never Busy
Talk to a Live Rep 24X7

Page 5



CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN 2016-2018 Rebuilt Generation Plant
Installed New Tank Farm
Removed Leaking Underground Tanks
Completed Soil Contamination Remediation

BIUD Offers Daily Tours – Call 
Ahead to Schedule a Visit
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CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN

Mapping Project Identified 70% of its 2,000 Poles > 40 Years Old
BIPCO/BIUD has since replaced 300 +/- Poles
Capital Plan includes changing 150/Year for next 4-5 Years
Modern Pole Standards will accommodate Voltage Conversion
And Fiber Optic Buildout

BIUD Offers Daily Tours – Call 
Ahead to Schedule a Visit

This pole broke on Josie Merck’s laneway this past Monday night during 
calm weather.
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CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN
A voltage conversion is being studied now that will increase the system’s capacity. The project will not 
only be very expensive but can be likened to rebuilding a 747 airplane while its in the air full of 
passengers – no joke. 

2019 Peak Circuit Flows/Capacity Limits Shown Below

Circuit Rating (Amps) 2019 Peak Capacity %

Substation 2000 1256 63%

Airport 225 135 60%

West Side 225 138 61%

New Harbor 355 414 117%

High Street 355 237 67%

Old Harbor 170 164 96%

Corn Neck 225 168 75%

A voltage conversion will also include a delta to wye conversion which will greatly improve power 
quality, eliminate all single phase brown outs due to fuse failures and will increase the capacity of the 
system by 2X. 
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ELECTRIC RATE FORECAST

Standard Offer: Energy, Capacity, Ancillary Services (Energy New England), DSI 
(Adjusted Annually May 1st Based on Actual Costs)

Currently  $0.0972/kilo-watt hour

Forecast $0.0850/kilo-watt hour

HOT OFF THE PRESS – As a not-for-profit BIUD is entitled to 17.66% of Rhode Island 
NYPA Allocation (New York Power Authority – St Lawrence Hydro Power). We estimate 
this will save BIUD members roughly $54,000 per year or $.05/kilo-watt hour annually. 

Page 9



ELECTRIC RATE FORECAST

Transmission: ISO-NE Transmission Charges, National Grid Transmission Charges, Direct 
Assignment Facilities (DAF) ($1.8M Interconnection), Submarine Cable Transmission, 
Ancillary Services  (Adjusted Annually May 1st Based on Actual Costs)

Currently  $0.070/kilo-watt hour

Forecast $0.070/kilo-watt hour

BIUD is currently pursuing legal avenues to dispute the $1.8M Interconnection through 
the PUC and probably the Supreme Court. 

On a parallel path, BIUD is in negotiations with N Grid to pursue re-financing the DAF 
using a long term CFC loan – this could potentially save us 15-25% if successful. 
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ELECTRIC RATE FORECAST

Page 10

FAC RATE HISTORY 
AND 

COMBINED STANDARD OFFER AND TRANSMISSION RATE FORECAST

Combined So/Trans Rate Since Connecting to Submarine Cable/Wind

Actual FAC Rate History

May 1, 2017 – Connected 
to Mainland Cable

ISO-NE Capacity 
Obligations Began

Increase due to Coincident 
Peak with ISO-NE

Reduction due to drop in
capacity prices and our

load when IS0-NE Peaked.



ELECTRIC RATE FORECAST

Plant & Distribution/Customer Charge/Demand/System Charges:

BIUD has been working on a full rate case/rate redesign since acquiring BIPCO. The last 
time BIPCO filed a rate case was 2008. 

Up until yesterday, BIUD was proposing a minimal rate increase but with the recent 
news from CFC, is now proposing a 0% (rate revenue neutral) impact to Residential, 
General and Commercial/Demand. 

This rate case is now focused 100% on rate design, proper allocation of cost causation 
and allocating funds for an efficiency – demand side management program – which will 
be developed in the next 6 months.  

Net Metering will not be addressed in this case – a new tariff will be developed by the 
BIUD Board of Commissioners in the next 6-9 months.
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ELECTRIC RATE REDESIGN

Proposed rate structure changes include:
Lowering the Customer Charge ($12.38 - $10.00)
Eliminating the Residential Demand Trigger of 8 kilo-watts.
Expanding Seasonal Rates to Include a Shoulder Period (May, Jun, Sep, Oct)

Consolidating Public/Public Demand and General/Demand
Applying Demand Charges based on July/August Peak 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Customer Charge $10.00 $10.00 $10.00 $10.00 $10.00 $10.00 $10.00 $10.00 $10.00 $10.00 $10.00 $10.00

Plant & Distribution $0.1000 $0.1000 $0.1000 $0.1000 $0.1650 $0.1650 $0.2800 $0.2800 $0.1650 $0.1650 $0.1000 $0.1000

Standard Offer $0.0972 $0.0977 $0.0977 $0.0977 $0.0977 $0.0977 $0.0977 $0.0977 $0.0977 $0.0977 $0.0977 $0.0977

Transmission $0.0700 $0.0647 $0.0647 $0.0647 $0.0647 $0.0647 $0.0647 $0.0647 $0.0647 $0.0647 $0.0647 $0.0647

PROPOSED RATE PERIODS
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THANK YOU
(but this isn’t about me)

There are many Block Islanders to thank for their perseverance and determination in forming the Block Island
Utility District. Faced with community apprehension and skepticism, some leaned heavy on their optimism in
pursuing what was best for Block Island’s energy future. You are now connected to a mainland cable. You are
connected to the nation’s first off-shore wind farm. You are now the owner’s of the not for profit Block Island
Utility District.

You are totally in charge of your own energy future.



Block Island Utility District 

Tuesday June 25, 2019 

Town Hall 

4:00 PM 

 

Present: Commissioners Mary Jane Balser, Barbara MacMullan, William Penn, Everett Shorey, 

Jeff Wright, President of BIPCo, Renee Meyers, Block Island Times, Bonnie Biocchi, Northeast 

Public Power Association. Absent: Jack Savoie 

 

Meeting was called to order at 4:05 PM 

 

1. Public Input  

• Bonnie Biocchi said welcome to public power. 

2. Commissioners’ Report 

• Barbara MacMullan provided the Commissioner’s Report 

i. Discuss and Act on Hiring Clerk/Assistant to the Board  

• Barbara MacMullan moved to offer the position to Christine Grele at 

$20 per hour, seconded by Mary Jane Balser Ayes 4 (Balser, 

MacMullan, Penn, Shorey) Absent: Savoie 

ii. Discuss and Act on Board Policy Development 

• Assign preparing policy drafts to Christine Grele 

3. Approve Minutes of June 12, 2019 and May 14, 2019 

• William Penn moved to approve the minutes, seconded by MacMullan Ayes 4 (Balser, 

MacMullan, Penn, Shorey) Absent: Savoie 

4. Receive and Act on Treasurer’s Report 

• April and May Financials – need to update and work on presentation of P&L 

• Draft Financial Policy, Barbara MacMullan moved to accept the policies as edited, 

seconded by Penn. Ayes 4 (Balser, MacMullan, Penn, Shorey) Absent: Savoie 

5. Review and Act on President’s Report 

• Jeff Wright presented his President’s Report and responded to questions 

6. Discuss and Act on Rate Case 

• Jeff Wright to provide rate filing materials as they are developed for submission by late 

July 

• William Penn moved to delegate to Everett Shorey and Barbara MacMullan to review 

the rate case filing to approve it on the behalf of the Commission. Seconded by Balser. 

Ayes 4 (Balser, MacMullan, Penn, Shorey), Absent: Savoie 

7. Discuss and Act on Peak Shaving Proposal 

• Barbara MacMullan moved to add a referendum question on peak shaving to the election 

ballot. Shorey seconded. Ayes 4 (Balser, MacMullan, Penn, Shorey), Absent: Savoie 

8. Discuss and Act on President’s Performance Review and Salary 

• Everett Shorey moved to have Barbara MacMullan collect Jeff Wright’s job description, 

solicit feedback on his performance, review performance with Jeff Wright and 

recommend a salary adjustment to the Commission. MacMullan seconded. Ayes 4 

(Balser, MacMullan, Penn, Shorey), Absent: Savoie 

9. Discuss and Act on Election Schedule 

jwright
Highlight



• Jeff Wright presented a proposed bill stuffer and is planning to place an ad in the BI 

Times. 

• Barbara McMullan to check with counsel on definition of residency for the purpose of 

determining eligibility of Commissioner candidates. 

10. Hull Suburban Propane Lease Update 

• Jeff Wright to continue study 

11. Discuss and Act on Litigation* 

• Barbara MacMullan moved to go into closed session per RIGL 42-46-5(2) (litigation 

Sara McGinnis, Seconded by Shorey, Ayes 4 (Balser, Penn, MacMullan, Shorey), Nays 

0, Absent: Savoie 

 

 

*This item may be held in Closed Session pursuant to RIGL 42-46-45(2) (litigation: Sara 

McGinnis v. Town of New Shoreham) 

 

William Penn moved to adjourn at 6:55PM, seconded by Shorey, Ayes 3 (MacMullan, Penn, 

Shorey), Absent Balser, Savoie, Nays 0 
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