
SUEZ WATER RHODE ISLAND, INC. 
Docket No. 4800 

COMMISSION’S FIRST SET OF DATA REQUESTS DIRECTED TO  
SUEZ WATER RHODE ISLAND, INC. (SWRI) 

May 7, 2018 
COM 1-2 

Updated 7/13/2018 
(Gil) 

 
COM 1-2    Please identify the number of SWRI customers by type (i.e. residential, 

commercial, industrial, etc.) and please provide a sample monthly billing for each 
class of customer. 

 
Response: For the number of Customers by Type please refer to MFR 2.8h “Number of Meters 

per Revenue Class” and for the sample of monthly billing by class please refer to 
MFR 2.8i “Effect of Proposed Rate Change”. 

 
Updated:  Please refer to the attached MFR 2.8h page 4 and MFR 2.8i page 1-3. 
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Public tJtilities Commissftrn
Schedule 2.8 I, Page 3 of 3

Preparer: E.Gil
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Public Utilities Commission
Schedule 2.8 h, Page 4 of 12

PreParor: E. Gil
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SUEZ WATER RHODE ISLAND, INC. 
Docket No. 4800 

COMMISSION’S FIRST SET OF DATA REQUESTS DIRECTED TO  
SUEZ WATER RHODE ISLAND, INC. (SWRI) 

May 7, 2018 
COM 1-5 

Updated 7/13/2018 
(Gil) 

 
COM 1-5   Referencing Ms. Gil’s direct testimony on page 8, please further explain the growth 

estimate, including the number of meters per class for the last three years.  

 
Response: For the actual number of meters from 2013 to 2017 please refer to MFR 2.8h 

“Number of Meters Projection, Number of Meters per Meter Size and Number of 
Meters per Revenue Class” 

  
 As mentioned in Ms. Gil’s testimony ” The customer growth was based on the 

average growth in the number of meters for the last 5 calendar years (2013-2017) 
and then extended for 2 years and added to the Equivalent Meters for 2017 to obtain 
the projected meters per size and customer class for the Rate Year ending 
September 30, 2019”  

 
 The calculation was done based on the average number of meters at December 2017 

minus the average number of meters at December 2013, then divided by 4. The 
result is the growth for one year. Then to the Equivalent Meters at 2017 (also 
explained in Ms. Gil’s testimony page 9 lines 1-9), the growth was added twice to 
obtain the total meters Projected for 2019. 

 
Updated:  Please refer to attached MFR 2.8h page 4. 
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SUEZ WATER RHODE ISLAND, INC. 
Docket No. 4800 

COMMISSION’S FIRST SET OF DATA REQUESTS DIRECTED TO  
SUEZ WATER RHODE ISLAND, INC. (SWRI) 

May 7, 2018 
COM 1-6 

Updated 7/13/2018 
(Gil) 

 
COM 1-6    Please provide the excel spreadsheet, with all the formulas in place, for Ms. Gil’s 

consumption calculation. 

Response: Please refer to the response to DIV 2-1 
 
Updated:  Please refer to COM 1-6 Attachment Original 2-1 Exh 2 SWRI Revenues. 



SUEZ WATER RHODE ISLAND, INC. 
Docket No. 4800 

COMMISSION’S FIRST SET OF DATA REQUESTS DIRECTED TO  
SUEZ WATER RHODE ISLAND, INC. (SWRI) 

May 7, 2018 
COM 1-7 

Updated 7/13/2018 
(Gil) 

 
COM 1-7 Please provide actual consumption for 2015, 2016 and 2017, breakdown each year 

by residential, commercial and industrial and resale. 
 
Response: Please refer to MFR 2.h “Billed Consumption by Customer Class (in '000 Gallons) 

and number of Meters in Service”  
 
Updated:  Please refer to attached MFR 2.8h page 10-12.     

        



Public Utilitþs Commission
Sctledule 2.8 h, Page 10 of l2
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Public t tilit¡es Comm¡ss¡on

Schedule 2.8 h, PaW 11 oÍ 12
PreParer E. Gil

SUEZ Wrter Rho(þ lsl¡nd, lrc'
BllLd CoMmpöon by CtFtdmr ClG3 (¡n 'oOO G¡llffi) and numõrr of llrtêE ln Sêwice
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12Æ
15"78
15.Í2

9,944 50

4.09
2.91

19 36
12 47

9,88â 49

404
26.63
12.88
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Public uülaies comm¡ssion
scùedule 2.8 h, Peqe 12ú 12

ft€psrcr E. G¡l
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SUEZ WATER RHODE ISLAND, INC. 
Docket No. 4800 

COMMISSION’S FIRST SET OF DATA REQUESTS DIRECTED TO  
SUEZ WATER RHODE ISLAND, INC. (SWRI) 

May 7, 2018 
COM 1-15 

Updated 7/13/2018 
(Gil) 

 
COM 1-15 What is the basis for increasing the turn-on fee from $30 to $40. 

 
Response: Due to the change in costs it was necessary to update the Turn On Fees.  Please 

refer to MFR 2.8h “Computation of Rates Turn On Fees” 
 
Updated:  Please refer to attached MFR 2.8h page 9. 



Public Utilitios Commission
Schedule 2.8 h, Page 9 of 12

Preparer: E. Gil

Cununt Rate

Normal Otfice Hours
After Normal Offlce Hours

$
$

SUEZWATER RHODE ISLAND

Computation of Rate¡
TumOn Fee¡

30.00
37.50

Proporod

Hourly Rate
Overhead 7o

Transportetion - t hour
Total Hourly Rate

Proposed Rate

Rate per hour
Hours paid
Total
Transportation - t hour
Total

Normal Business Hours

$ 37.61

$ ¡¡0'00

After Normal Business Hours

$

$

(1)

(2)

(3)

24.65 Meter Reader
35.41o/o

4,23 Per TransPortation ExPenses

Effective 41112017

Etleclive 4hl2A17(1)

(r)

R.ûe
$ 24.65 Meter Reader

6,00 Minimum 4hr. call at overtime 1.5

$ 147.90
$ 4,23 One hour
$ 152.13

P Rate

Projected Revenue

Turn On

Normal Office Hours
After Normal Office Hours

$ 155.00

Occuffences Ploposod Rale ProiEc'ted Revenue

40.00 $
155.00 $

13,880

t3.8EO

347 $
0$

Notes:

1t¡ Hourly rate Per contrad
(2) % Overhead calct¡lated for the 12m ending 1213112417

(4 Transportation Expense in this filing
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SUEZ WATER RHODE ISLAND, INC. 
Docket No. 4800 

COMMISSION’S FIRST SET OF DATA REQUESTS DIRECTED TO  
SUEZ WATER RHODE ISLAND, INC. (SWRI) 

May 7, 2018 
COM 1-27 

Updated 7/13/18 
(Prettyman/Jacobs) 

 
COM 1-27 What is preventing the Company from replacing more mains annually?  
 

a. How many miles of main does the SWRI need to replace annually to be on 
a 100-year replacement timetable?  

 
b. Can SWRI implement a 100-year replacement timetable under current 

rates?  
 
c. What are the impacts of the current rate of main replacement?  
 
d. What would be the benefits of a faster replacement rate?  
 
e. Has SWRI quantified the costs and benefits of different replacement rates? 

If yes, please provide these figures. 
 
Response:  
 

a.  In order to answer the question accurately the Company needs to perform 
more work to determine the current age of the mains.   

 
b.  It is doubtful that under current conditions that the Company would be able 

to increase the amount of main replacements needed. 
 
c.   With respect to the relatively slow rate of main replacement: there would 

be more main breaks, service interruptions and greater cost over the long 
term, especially in the Ocean Rd area, Pond St area, and many areas with 
AC and PVC mains. 

 
d.    Better pressures throughout system, more system redundancy, fewer main 

breaks and better fire flow rates (by removing old, tuberculated CI mains 
and replacing with cement-lined DI mains).  See also Mr. Prettyman’s 
testimony at Page 4, lines 14-20. 

 
e.  The Company has not quantified the information requested. 

 
Updated:   d.  See also Mr. Prettyman’s testimony at Page 4, lines 14-20 attached. 
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SUEZ WATER RHODE ISLAND INC,
GARY S. PRETTYMAN

O. When was DSIG first imPlemented?

A. The first DSIC program was implemented in Pennsylvania in 1997. Since that

time, 16 other states have implemented DSlCs, Exhibit GSP-1 summarizes the

17 states that have implemented a DSIC or some type of mechanism that

functions like a DSIC. Please note that different states may call the program

something other than DSIC however when you look at the details, the general

philosophy and most of the components are the same.

Has NARUC formed an opinion on this type of program?

Yes. The NARUC Committee on Water has endorsed the use of DSIC as a best

practice in its 2005 Resolution Supporting Consideration of Regulatory Policies

Deemed as "Best Practices," set forth as Exhibit GSP-2.

O. What are some of the customer benefits of implementing a DSIC program?

A. lmplementation of a DSIC benefits customers by: 1) reducing main breaks and

associated overtime; 2) improving water quality and fire flows; 3) lengthening

time between rate cases which reduces rate case expense; and 4) resulting in

smaller rate increases over time which minimizes rate shock. The types of items

listed above would all result in reduced operating expenses which benefits

customers over time.

4

O. Are there customer Protections?

SUEZ Water Rhode Island 
Case No. 4800

COM 1-27 Attachment Updated 7.13.18 Attachment 
Page 1 of 1



SUEZ WATER RHODE ISLAND, INC. 
Docket No. 4800 

COMMISSION’S FIRST SET OF DATA REQUESTS DIRECTED TO  
SUEZ WATER RHODE ISLAND, INC. (SWRI) 

May 7, 2018 
COM 1-34 

Updated 7/13/2018 
(Gil) 

 
COM 1-34 Referencing Ms. Gil’s testimony on page 6, how is consumption normalized?  

Response: As explained in Ms. Gil’s testimony at pages 6 through 8, the normalization for 
Residential consumption was calculated based on  the historical usage per meter on 
a monthly basis for the last 5 calendar years (2013-2017), and then calculated a 
trend on the average usage of the base load months or winter months (Jan, Feb, Mar 
and Apr) “Base Usage”.  Next, this base usage is compared against average usage 
for the entire period to determine the 5 year “Excess-Over Base” average usage. In 
summary, the trend in base usage and the excess over base usage is summed to 
arrive at a normalized residential per capita usage of 4.207 thousand gallons per 
month. This number is multiplied by the total projected residential customers to 
arrive at the projected residential consumption for the rate year of 377,800 thousand 
gallons shown on MFR 2.8 “Residential Water Consumption Trend Baseload” 

 
 For all other classes the  consumption was normalized using a linear regression of 

the historical consumption of the most recent five calendar years (2013-2017) 
shown on MFR 2.8H “Water Consumption Projection Linear Regression”.  

 
Updated:   Please refer to attached MFR 2.8h page 6-7.      
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Public Utilities Commission
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