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PLANNNG STUDY PROCESS – 3 to 18 MONTHS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scoping 

Gather System Data and develop a 

scope that details the study area 

boundaries and concerns. 

Initial System Assessment 

Study area initial system assessment consists of a 

quick but detailed analysis of facilities and system 

performance within the identified study geographic 

and electric scope. As part of the assessment, supply 

and radial distribution system models are developed. 

Engineering Analysis 

Detailed engineering analysis required for 

comprehensive plan development. This includes but 

is not limited to load-flow, short circuit, arc flash, 

protection device coordination analyses and DER 

impacts. 

Plan Development 
At this stage alternative plans are developed and 

study estimates are requested. Plans can be 

infrastructure development plans or Non-Wires 

Alternatives. 

Select Recommended Plan 

As part of this phase, the study engineer reviews the 

various alternatives with costs, identifies, and 

finalizes a recommended plan. 

Non-Wires Alternative – SRP Plans 1 to 

5 years out 

Infrastructure Investments - ISR Plans 

2 to 15 years out 

Subject 

Matter Expert 

Consultation 

Subject 

Matter Expert 

Consultation 

Subject 

Matter Expert 

Consultation 

Planning criteria 

Forecasts 

Company Standards 

Plans are checked with 

system models to see if 

they solve all issues 

System models are 

revised/updated based on 

detailed engineering 

analysis 
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