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Providence, RI 02906

- PUBLIC UTILITIES CoMMIS 310

RI Public Utilities Commission
89 Jefferson Boulevard
Warwick, RI 02888

Dear members of the Public Utilities Commission,

I’m writing to urge you to consider creating a new Percentage of Income Payment

Plan, or PIPP, in Rhode Island.

<

Access to utilities is necessary for both the functioning of our society and the
preservation of life. Loss of access can result, quite literally, in death: in 2010, 11
people died in Detroit due to their utilities being cut off. In Rhode Island, over
20,000 people have their utilities shut off every year, leaving them struggling to
survive. A PIPP plan would significantly reduce this number, with positive

everberations throughout our society.

PIPP are not untested. They currently exist in over a dozen states, including Ohio,

New Jersey, and Maine. We’ve also been here before in Rhode Island: from 1986
o the mid 1990’s, Rhode Island had a PIPP in place that reduced hundreds of
ousehold’s utility bills. By adopting a new PIPP, you can make a difference for
he poorest families in the state. Please give serious consideration to doing so.

Yours sincerely,
Andrew Littlejohn

The Loved is God, and Me has
made His light shine upen us.

Psalm t18:27




Dear Chairperson Margaret Curran,

My name is Cristal Abreu. I was born in Providence and moved to East Providence in a small | _
apartment as my father “.forked fora suﬂm’inimum wage while starting a business. He was
successful. At age 3 we moved to Rehoboth, MA and for my most formative yeérs Ilived like a
princess went to the best schools, and never lacked for anything. Uﬁtil my father made a bad
decision trying to ﬁrotect my family and went to jail, I have suffered poverty due to another poof
_decision and my own inability to cscape poverty in subsequence. I have lived on both sides of the
coin. My life'is so difficult and 1 struggle day to day. 1 remember my mother making payments
on bills and our :grandm-other sénding money. m qrder to help. As a community we just want to
sqrvive and ha{fé a quality life. it has been scientifically proven that poverty causes depreésion,
and dépression aicohoiism, drug abuse and suicide. So please help us. Poverfy equals death. A
helping society is a harmonious society. Please have a heart and do not do what s0 many
politicians with money ao and blame us for what we were born into. We are all humans and we
all deserve to survive and thrive. Please pass the percentage income pament pian (PIPP). This

plan will allow low income Rhode Islanders pay for‘fa.irer rates for their utility bills.

3

For further information please call the George Wiley Center located at 32 East Avehue in

oy

o
<
o

Pawtucket, at (401)-728-5555.

Sincerely,

ST T

Cristal Abreu.
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40 Gzrove Street - 1B B3
Providence RI e

FUBLIC i & U5 DM
02909

I Madona Trottier, support the percentage income payment plan.
I have a hard time trying to pay my utilities and rent and buy
food and I need all of them. My situation now is difficult and I
am having a hard time trying to make ends meet. For example I
had cancelled all of out life insurance policies because I could
not pay them. The bank kept sending notices and adding interest
to my account. So I had no choice but to cancel them all. If 1

* have smaller utility bills that had a percent I know I could pay. I
would not have to cancel my policies. I am asking for your
support for the PIPP program because it would help me and my

people like me.

W lhre utin




40 Grove St.
Providence, Rl 02909

My name is Stephen Tobin and during the winter months
especially the heating bill is extremely high and difficult to
afford. Someone like myself, with disabilities, | find it difficult
to pay rent, heating and food, the basic necessities.

| am asking for your support for PIPP, the Percentage Income
Payment Plan, which would lower the amount of individuals,
like myself, budget directed toward heat and electricity. This
program existed in the 1980’s so we are not asking to reinvent

the wheel.

Sincerely,
W

Stephen Tobin
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tober 21, 2017 AR

Chairperson Margaret Curran
R| Public Utilities Commission
89 Jefferson Blvd.

Warwick, Ri 02888

I, the undersigned member of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, endorse the adoption of a
Percentage of Income Payment Plan (PIPP) for low-income gas and electric utility
customers in Rhode Island, as proposed by the George Wiley Center. The PIPP plan
makes gas and electric utility service affordabie, with tiered income-sensitive rates based
on a percentage of a household’s income. This type of plan exists in twelve states
nationwide, including in New England, and has previously existed in Rhode Island. This
plan would be a more equitable way for low-income Rhode Islanders 1o afford utility

service, and af the same time leave households with a better ability to manage other basic

needs.

Vincentians try to ameliorate the most difficult needs through various programs. Many
times we are called on to help someone find funds to restore electric or gas service. Last
year Rhode Island had more than 27,000 utility shut-offs on households struggling with
ﬁnaﬁordéble bills. Those numbers are unacceptably high, and we would like to see
shut-offs decrease by implementing PIPP in our state. Most people want to pay their bills
but can’'t meet tising rates of housing, food, utilities, healthcare and transportation.
Allowing a percentage of income plan for efigible Rhode Islanders would give households
a way to budget funds and meet needs, while ensuring dignity. Bringing back PIPP will not
only decrease utility terminations, it will also allow social service agencies and charities

the ability to have our resources stretch further to help more people.

| ask for the support of community leaders, City Councilors, Rhode Island legislators, the

Governor, and other decision-makers to put this program in place in order fo create a

better quality of life for all Rhode Islanders. We strongly endorse the adoption of the PIPP

program in Rhode Island.

Sincerely,

St. Mark’'s SVDP, Cranston
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Bttober 21, 2017

Chairperson Margaret Curran 9815 Ji‘;ié; - i
R{ Public Utilittes Commission S
YT ot
89 Jefferson Blvd. sy UTIRIT
Warwick, Rl 02888

I, the undersigned member of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, endorse the adoption of a
Percentage of Income Payment Plan (PIPP) for low-income gas and electric utility

customers in Rhode [sland, as proposed by the George Wiley Center. The PIPP plan

makes gas and electric utility service affordable, with tiered income-sensitive rates based

on a percentage of a household's income. This type of plan exists in twelve states

nationwide, including in New England, and has previously existed in Rhode Island. This

plan would be a more equitable way for low-income Rhode Islanders to afford utility

service, and at the same time leave households with a better ability to manage other basic

needs.

k]

Vincentians try to ameliorate the most difficult needs through various programs. Many
times we are called on to help someone find funds to restore electric or gas service. Last
year Rhode Island had more than 27,000 utiity shut-offs on households struggling with
unaffordable bills. Those numbers are unacceptably high, and we would like to see
Shut-offs decrease by implementing PIPP in our state. Most people want to pay their bills
but can't meet rising rates of housing, food, utilities, healthcaré and transportation,
Allowing a percentage of income plan for eligible Rhode Islanders would give households
a way to budget funds and meet needs, while ensuring dignity. Bringing back PIPP will not
only decrease utility terminations, it will also allow social service agencies and charities

the ability to have our resources stretch further to help more people.

| ask for the support of community leaders, City Councilors, Rhode Island legislators, the
Governor, and other decision-makers to put this program in place in order to create a

petter quality of life for all Rhode Islanders. We strongly endorse the adoption of the PIPP

program in Rhode [sland.

Sincersly,

Cardl Brits

Holy Name, SVDP, Providence
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Chairperson Margaret Curran ASEEE R R LERY
RI Public Utilities Commission T i _
89 Jefferson Blvd. 2010 JiN -2 py 3 50

'Wamick, RI 02888 , PUBLIC UTH IS Commpes o

I, the undersigned member of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, endorse the adoption of a
Percentage of Income Payment Plan (PIPP) for low-income gas and electric utility
customers in Rhode Island, as proposed by the George Wiley Center. The PIPP plan
makes gas and electric utility service affordable, with tiered income-sensitive rates based
on a percentage of a household’s income. This type of plan exists in twelve states
nationwide, including in New England, and has previously existed in Rhode Island. This
plan would be a more equitable way for low-income Rhode Islanders to afford utility

service, and at the same time leave households with a better ability to manage other basic

needs.

Vincentians try to ameliorate the most difficult needs through various programs. Many

times we are called on fo help someone find funds to restore electric or gas service. Last
year Rhode Island had more than 27,000 utility shut-offs on households struggling with
unaffordable bills. Those numbers are unacceptably high, and we would like to see
shut-offs decrease by implementing PIPP in our state. Most péopfe want to pay their bills
but can’t meet rising rates of housing, focd, utilities, healthcarg and transportation.
Allowing a percentage of income plan for eligible Rhode islanders would give households
a way to budget funds and meet needs, while ensuring dignity. Bringing back PIPP will not
only decrease utility terminations, it will also allow social service agencies and charities

the ability to have our resources stretch further to help more people.

I ask for the support of community leaders, City Councilors, Rhode Istand legislators, the
Governar, and other decision-makers to put this program in place in order to create a

better quality of life for all Rhode Islanders, We strongly endorse the adoption of the PIPP

program in Rhode Island.

Sincerely,

Vooen sy V0 37 Tl Yy

St. Joseph’s, SVDP, West Warwick
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‘October 21, 2017

Chairperson Margaret Gurran
RI Public Utilities Commission
89 Jefferson Blvd. '
Warwick, Rl 02888

l, the undersigned member of the Soclety of St. Vincent de Paul, endorse the adoption of a
Percentage of Income Payment Plan (PIPP) for Iow—fncomé gas and electric utility
customers in Rhode Island, as proposed by the George Wiley Center. The PIPP plan
makes gas and electric utility service affordable, with tiered income-sensitive rates based
on a percentage of a household's income. This type of plan exists in twelve states
nationwide, including in New England, and has previously existed in Rhode Island. This
plan would be a more equitable way for low-income Rhode Islanders to afford utility
service, and at the same time leave households with a better ability to manage other basic

needs.

¥

Vincentians try to ameliorate the most difficult needs through various programs. Many
times we are called on to help someone find funds to restore electric or gas service. Last
year Rhode Island had more than 27,000 utility shut-offs on households struggling with
Qnaffordable_ bills. Those numbers are unacceptably high, and We would like to see
shut-offs decrease by implémenting PIPP in our state. Most people want to pay their bills
but can't meet rising rates of housing, food, utilities, healthcaré and transportation.
Allowing a percentage of income plan for eligible Rhode Islanders would give households
a way to budget funds and meet needs, while ensuring dignity. Bringing back PIPP will not
only decrease utility terminations, it will also aftow social service agencies and charities

the ability to have our resources stretch further to help more people.

I ask for the support of community leaders, City Councilors, Rhode Island legis!atoré, the
Governor, and other decision-makers to put this program in place in order to create a

better quality of life for all Rhode Islanders. We strongly endorse the adoption of the FPIPP

program in Rhode Island.

Sincerel
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October 21, 2017

Chairperson Margaret Curran
RI Public Utilities Cormmission SUBLIC UTILITIES e ] I
89 Jefferson Blvd.
Warwick, Rl 02888

I, the undersigned member of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, endorse the adoption of a

Percentage of Income Payment Plan (PIPP) for iow-income gas and electric utility

customers in Rhode Island, as proposed by the George Wiley Center. The PIPP plan

makes gas and electric utility service affordable, with tiered income-sensitive rates based

on a percentage of a household’s income, This type of plan exists in twelve states

nationwide, including in New England, and has previously existed in Rhode Island. This

plan would be a more equitable way for low-income Rhode Islanders to afford utility

service, and at the same time leave households with a better ability to manage other basic

needs.

Vincentians try to ameliorate the most difficult needs through various programs. Many

times we are called on to help someone find funds to restore electric or gas service. Last

year Rhode island had more than 27,000 utility shut-offs on households struggling with

unaffordable bills. Those numbers are unacceptably high, and we would like to see
shut-offs decrease by implementing PIPP in our state. Most people want to pay their bills

" but can’t meet rising rates of housing, food, utilities, healthcare and transportation.
Allowing a percentage of income plan for eligible Rhode Islanders would give households
a way to budget funds and meet needs, while ensuring dignity. Bringing back PIPP wili not
only decrease utility terminations, it will also allow social service agencies and charities

the ability to have our resources stretch furthenj to help more people.

! ask for the support of community leaders, City Councilors, Rhode Island legislators, the
Governor, and other decision-makers to put this program in place in order to create a

better quality of life for all Rhode Islanders. We strongly endorse the adoption of the PIPP

program in Rhode Island.

Since’réfy,
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Chairperson Margaret Curran

RI Public Utilities Commission PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMUSSIOHN
89 Jeffersen Blvd,

Warwick, Rl 02888

I, the undersigned members of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, endorse the adoption of a Percentage
of Income Payment Plan (PIPP) for low-income gas and electric utility customers in Rhode Is_land, as
proposed by the George Wiley Center. The PIPP plan makes gas and electric utility service affordable,
with tiered income-sensitive rates based on a percentage of a household’s income. This type of plan
exists in twélve states nationwide, incrluding in New England, and has previously existed in Rhode Island.
This plan would be a more equitable way for low-income Rhode Islanders to afford utility service, and at
the same time leave households with a better ability to manage other basic needs.

Vincentians try to ameliorate the most difficult needs through various programs. Many times we are
called on to help someone find funds to restore electric or gas service. Last year Rhode Istand had more
than 27,000 utility shut-offs on households struggling with unaffordable bills. Those numbers are
unacceptably high, and we would like to see shut-offs decrease by implementing PIPP in our state. Most
people want to pay their bills but can’t meet rising rates of housing, food, utilities, healthcare and
transportation. Allowing a bercentage of income plan for eligible Rhode Islanders would give households
a way to budget funds and meet needs, while ensuring dignity. Bringing back PIPP wilt not only decrease

utility terminations, it will also allow social service agencies and charities to have our resources stretch

further to help more people.

We ask for the support of community leaders, City Councilors, Rhode Isiand legislators, the Governor,

and other decision-makers to put this program in place in order to create a better quality of life for all

Rhode Islanders. We strongly endorse the adoption of the PIPP program in Rhode Island.

Sincerely,

CUNTHIA CERULLY

St. Mark's SVDP, Cransfon’
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October 21, 2017

Chairperson Margaret Curran
RI Public Utilities Commission
89 Jefferson Blvd.
Warwick, R] 02888

|, the undersigned member of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, endaorse the adoption of a
Percentage of Income Payment Plan (PIPP) for low-income gas and electric utility
customers in Rhode Island, as proposed by the George Wiiey Center, The PIPP plan
makes gas and electric utility service affordable, with fiered income-sensitive rates based
on a percentage of a household's income. This type of plan exists in twelve states
nationwide, including in New England, and has previously existed in Rhode Island. This
plan would be a more equitable way for low-income Rhede Islanders to afford utility

service, and at the same time leave households with a better ability to manage cther basic

needs.
bl

Vincentians try to ameliorate the most difficult needs through various programs. Many
times we are calied on fo help someone find funds to restore electric or gas service. Last
year Rhode Island had more than 27,000 utility shut-offs on households struggling with
unaffordable bills. Those numbers are unacceptably high, and we would like to see
shut-offs decrease by implementing PIPP in our state. Most peaple want to pay their bills
but can’t meet rising rates of housing, food, utilities, healthcare and transportation.
Allowing a percentage of incame plan for eligible Rhode Islanders would give households
a way to budget funds and meet needs, while ensuring dignity. Bringing back PIPP will not
only decrease utility terminations, it will also allow social service agencies and '_c‘_lhanté:es

the ability to have our resources stretch further to help more people. o o

e

Py ==

t ask for the support of community leaders, City Councilors, Rhade Island ]egisjgtorsfjhe ;

Governor, and other decision-makers to put this program in place in order to c[féatezgj

better quality of life for all Rhode Islanders. We strongly endorse the adoption éfthqu!PP:j
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program in Rhode Island,
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Chairperson Margaret Curran

RI Public Utilitles Commission

89 Jefferson Blvd.

Warwick, Rl 02888

|, the undersigned members of the Society of 8. Vincent de Paui, .endorse the adoption of a Percentage
of Income Payment Plan (PIPP) for low-income gas and electric utifity customers in Rhode Island, as
proposed by the George Wiley Center. The PIPP plan makes gas and electric utility service affordable,
with tiered income-sensitive rates based on a percentage of a household’s income. This type of plan
exists in twelve states nationwide, including in New England, and has previously existed in Rhode Island.
This pian would be a more equitable way for low-income Rhode Islanders to afford utility service, and at
the same time leave households with a better ability to manage other basic needs.

Vincentians try to ameliorate the most difficult needs through various programs. Many times we are
called on to help someone find funds to restore electric or gas service. Last year Rhode Island had more
than 27,000 utiif\ty shut-offs on households struggling with unaffordable bills, Those numbers are
unacceptably high, and we would like to see shut-offs decrease by implementling PIPP in our state. Most
people want to pay their bills but can’t meet rising rates of housing, food, utilities, healthcare and
transportation. Allowing a percentage of income plan for eligible Rhode islanders would give households
a way to budget funds and meet needs, while ensuring dignity. Bringing back PIPP will not only decrease

utility terminations, it will also allow social service agencies and charities {o have our resources strefch

further to help more people.
)

N |-y
We ask for the support of community leaders, City Councilors, Rhode Island legislators, the @_bvegbr,

OC:D

and other decision-makers to put this program in place in order to create a better quality of lifg fokall =77

=2 -

M
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Rhode Islanders. We strongly endorse the adoption of the PIPP program in Rhode Istand.

Sincerely,

757;% Jé{;%glé;, T

St. Mark's SVDP, Cranston
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ctober 21, 2017

Chairperson Margaret Curran
RI Public-Utilities Commission
89 Jefferson Blvd.
Warwick, RI 02888

|, the undersigned member of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, endorse the adoption of a

Percentage of Income Payment Plan (PIPP) for low-income gas and electric utility
customers in Rhode Island, as proposed by the George Wiley Center. The PIPP pian
makes gas and electric utility service affordable, with tiered income-sensitive rates based
on a percentage of a household's income. This type of plan exists in twelve states

nationwide, including in New England, and has previously existed in Rhode Island. This

plan would be a more equitable way for low-income Rhode islanders to afford utility
service, and at the same time leave households with a better ability to manage other basic
needs.

Vincentians try to ameliorate the most difficult needs through various programs. Many
tirhes we are called on to help someone find funds to restore electric or gas service. Last
year Rhode lsland had more than 27,000 utility shut-offs on households struggling with
Qnaﬁ‘ordable bills. Those numbers are unacceptably high, and we would like fo see
shut-offs decrease by implementing PIPP in our state. Most people want to pay their bills
but can’t meet rising rates of housing, food, utilities, heaithcaré and transportation.
Allowing a percentage of income plan for eligible Rhode islanders would give households

a way to budget funds and meet needs, while ensuring dignity. Bringing back PIPP will not

only decrease utility terminations, it will also allow social service agencies and charities

the ability to have our resources stretch further to help more people.

| ask for the support of community leaders, City Councilors, Rhode Island legislators, the
Governor, and other decision-makers to put this program in place in order to create a

better quality of life for all Rhode Islanders. We strongly endorse the adoption of the PIPP

program in Rhode Island.

Sincerely,

Joe & TReMe Pehana

Our Lady of Good Help, SVDP, Maplevilie
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ctober 21, 2017

Chairperson Margaret Curran

R} Public Utilities Commission

89 Jefferson Blvd.

Warwick, Rl 02888

I, the undersigned member of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, endorse the adoption of a
Percentage of Income Payment Pian (PIPP) for low-income gas and electric utility
customers in Rhode Island, as proposed by the George Wiley Center. The PIPP plan
makes gas and electric utility service affordable, with tiered income-sensitive rates based
on a percentage of a household’s income. This type of plan exists in twelve states
nationwide, including in New Engiand, and has previously existed in Rhode Istand. This
plan would be a more equitable way for low-income Rhode Islanders to afford utility

service, and at the same time leave households with a better ability to manage other basic

needs.

-

Vincentians try to ameliorate the most difficult needs through various programs. Many
times we are called on to help someone find funds to restore electric or gas service. Last
year Rhode Island had more than 27,000 utility shut-offs on househoids struggling with
gnaffordabie bills. Those numbers are unacceptably high, and we would like to see
shut-offs decrease by implementing PIPP in our state. Most people want to pay their bills
but can’t meet rising rates of housing, food, utilities, healthcare and transportation.
Allowing a percentage of income plan for eligible Rhode Islanders would give households
a way to budget funds and meet needs, while ensuring dignity. Bringing back PIPP will not
only decrease utility terminations, it will also allow social service agencies and charities

the abi!ity to have our resources Stretch‘further to help more people.

i ask for the éuppor_t of commL{nity'léédefs. :City Councilors, Rhode Island iegiélators, the

Governor, and other decision-makers to put this program in place in order to create a

better quality of life for all Rhode Islanders. We strongly endorse the adoption oézthe PIPP

program in Rhode Island.

Sincerely,

St. Philip's SVDP, Greenville
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airperson Margaret Curran October 21,

Ri Public Utilities Commission
89 Jefferson Blvd.

Warwick, Rl 02888

!, the undersigned member of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, endorse the adoption of a
Percentage of Income Paymeht Plan (PIPP) for low-income gas and electric utility
customers in Rhode Island, as proposed by the George Wiley Center. The PIPP plan
makes gas and electric utility service affordable, with tiered income-sensitive rates hased
on a percentage of a household’s income. This type of plan exists in twelve states
nationwide, including in New England, and has previously existed in Rhode Isiand. This
plan would be a mére equitable way for low-income Rhode Islanders to afford utility

service, and at the same time leave households with a better ability to manage other basic

needs.

Vincentians try to ameliorate the most difficult needs through various programs. Many
timqes we are called on to help someone find funds to restore electric or gas service. Last
year Rhode Island had more than 27,000 utility shut-offs on households struggling with
unaffordable bills. Those numbers are unaccepiably high, and we would like to see
shut-offs decrease by implementing PIPP in our state. Most people want to pay their bills
But can't meet rising rates of housing, food, utilities, healthcare and fransportation.
Allowing a percen.tage of income plan for eligible Rhode Islanders would give households
a way to budget funds and meet needs, while ensuring dignity. Bringing back PIPP will not
only decrease utility terminations, it will also allow social service agencies and charities

the ability to have our resources stretch further to help more people.

| ask for the support of community leaders, City Councilors, Rhode Island legislators, the
Governor, and other decision-makers to put this program in place in order to create a

better quality of life for all Rhode Islanders. We strongly endorse the adoption of the PIPP

program in Rhode Island.

Sincerely,

TIeverny Vardze,

St. Martha's, SVDP, Riverside
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Chairpersan Margaret Curran ‘ )
PUBLIC UTILi 1125 comeiss LT UTILITES compss o

RI Public Utilities Commission
89 Jefferson Blvd.
Warwick, Rl 02888

|, the undersigned members of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, endorse the adc;ption of a Percentage

of Income Payment Plan (PIPP) for low-income gas and electric utiity customers in Rhode Island, as

proposed by the George Wiley Center. The PIPP plan makes gas and electric utility service affordable,

with tiered income-sensitive rates based on a percentage of a household's income. This type of plan
exists in twelve states nationwide, including in New England, and has previously existed in Rhode Island.
This plan would be a more equitable way for low-income Rhode Islanders to afford utility service, and at
the same time leave households with a better ability to manage other basic needs.

Vincentians try to ameliorate the most difficult needs through various programs. Many times we are
called on to help someone find funds to restore electric or gas service. Last year Rhode Island had more
than 27,000 utility shut-offs on households struggling with unaffordable bills. Those numbers are
unacceptably high, and we would like to see shut-offs decrease by implementing PIPP in our state. Most
people want to pay their bills but can’t meet rising rates of housing, food, utilities, healthcare and
transportation. Allowing a percentage of income plan for eligible Rhode Islanders would give households
a way to budget funds and meet needs, while ensuring dignity. Bringing back PIPP will not only decrease

utility terminations, it will also allow social service agencies and charities to have our resources stretch

further to help more people.

We ask for the support of community leaders, City Counciiors, Rhode Island legislators, the Governor,
and other decision-makers to put this program in place in order to create a better quality of life for all

Rhode Islanders. We strongly endorse the adoption of the PIPP program in Rhode Island.

Sincerely,

]
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Our Lady of Good help
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October 21, 2017
2017 u

Chairperson Margaret Curran PUBLc U_’ :
RI Public Utilities Commission S RHLE L
89 Jefferson Blvd.
Warwick, RI 02888

I, the undersigned member of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, endorse the adoption of a
Percentage of Income Payment Plan (PIPP) for low-income gas and elfectric utility
customers in Rhode Island, as proposed by the George Wiley Center. The PIPP plan
makes gas and electric utility serviée affordable, with tiered income-sensitive rates based
on a percentage of a household's income. This type of plan exists in fwelve states
nationwide, including in New England, and has previously existed in Rhode Island. This
plan would be a more equitable way for low-income Rhode Islanders to afford utility

service, and at the same time leave households with a better ability to manage other basic

needs,

Vincentians try to ameliorate the most difficult needs through various programs. Many

times we are called on to help someone find funds to restore electric or gas semce Last

year Rhode Island had more than 27,000 utility shut-offs on households strugg?i]’ag @‘n

unaffordable bills. Those numbers are unacceptably high, and we would like to“seem_
shut-offs decrease by implementing PIPP in our state. Most pgople want to pay thpe\i}r b:ils
but can't meet rising rates of housing, food, utilities, healthcare and transportaﬂonb s
Allowing a percentage of income plan for eligible Rhode Islanders would glve hoa§eholds
a way to budget funds and meet needs, while ensuring dignity. Bringing back PEPP will not
only decrease utility terminations, it will also aliow social service agenc;es and charitles

the ability to have our resources stretch further to help more people,

{ ask for the support of community leaders, City Councilors, Rhode Istand legislators, the
Governor, and other decision-makers to put this program in place in order to create a

better quality of life for all Rhode Islanders. We strongly endorse the adoption of the PIPP

program in Rhode Istand.

Sincerely,

'ﬁ)ﬂ#fﬁf /?_E—fﬁﬁ

Brendan's SVDP, Riverside
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Pastor Juan Arias

664 Dyer Avenue 7 .
Cranston, RI 02920 9617 OEC 18 P 2 30
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSICE

Dear Chairperson Margaret Curran,

"
My name is Juan Arias, and I am the Pastor of the Religious Organization ép/

oo Fenacer at Cranston Rhode [sland. I'm writing today because [
want to encourage you to support a Percentage Income Payment Plan
(PIPP). Proposed by the George Wiley Center, a Percentage Income Payment
Plan would allow low-income Rhode Islanders, to pay fairer rates for our
utility bills. This would allow people to pay rising electric and heating bills
and reduce the number of utility shutoffs. Under a PIPP, people would not
have to choose between buying food and electricity—utilities would be

affordable for all Rhode Islanders.

I am asking that Rhode Island bring back the PIPP so that everyone can
afford basic necessities. I wanl a more affordable utility rates because have
been witness of the necessities that my brothers and sisters of Rhode Island
go through constantly, sometimes having to choose between buying food or
clothing for their family. It is specially hard for single mothers and/or
fathers to provide all the basic necessities to their children, with this being
said the PIPP program has my complete support and I know it is crucial for
Americans to unify in order to bring success to our country, and part of this

is bringing the PIPP program alive one more time.

Thank you for your time. For more information call the George Wiley
Center at (401)-728-5555, located at 32 East Avenue in Pawtucket Rhode

Island.




o del Rosario
" 40 Harvest St Providence RI, 02908

Dear Chairperson Margaret Curran,

] am one of the representatives of the religious organizations of Rhode Island, and I
am writing to you today because I want to encourage you to support a Percentage
Income Payment Plan, this would allow low income people pay more affordable rates
in their utility bills. The George Wiley Genter has proposed a Percentage Income

Payment Plan which has previously worked before for over a dozen of states by
lowering their utility bills.

I'm not asking Rhode Island to reinvent the wheel - Percentage Income Payment
Plans have worked in more than a dozen states so far and have successfully existed in
Rhode Island in the late 1980s and early 1990s. According to a study In 1988 from
Warwick, PIPP helped reduce heating bills in homes from 48.7 percent of their

income to 8.2 percent. In Illinois, a PIPP lowered 90% of eldetly customer’s heating
bills—more than other utility assistance plans, like LIHEAP. -

I am asking that Rhode Island bring back the PIPP so that everyone can afford basic
necessities.

|
|

Thanks for your concern in this matter. For more informatiox?a, please call the George

Wiley Center, located at 32 East Avenue in Pawtucket, at 401-',%28—5 555

Yours truly,

Pastor Pablo del Rosario
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145 SUMMIT ST PAWTUCKET R1 02860

DEAR CHAIRPERSON MARGARET CURRAN,

I AM WRITENG TO ENCOURAGE YOU T0 SUPPORT OUR PERCENTAGE INCOME PAYMENT PLAN (PIPP).
PROPOSED BY THE GEORGE WILEY CENTER (GWC). PIPP WOULD ALLOW LOW-INCOME RHODE
[SLANDERS, LLKE MYSELF, TO PAY A FATRER RATE FOR QUR UTILITIES AND REDUCE THE UTLLITY

SHUT-OFFS EACH MONTH. EACH YEAR THERE 15 AN AVERAGE OF 20,000 HOUSEHOLDS THAT GET
SHUT-OFF.

[N MY STATE OVER 20,000 PEOPLE HAVE THELR ELECTRICITY SHUT OFF EVERY YEAR, AS A CONCERNED

RESIDENT OF RHODE ISLAND [ WOULD LIKE TO ENCOURAGE YOU TO SUPPORT THE PLPP WHICH WILL
DRAMATICALLY DECREASE THE NUMBERS OF UTILITY SRUT DFFS.

WEAT THE CEORGE WILEY CENTER, HOPE AND ASK THAT YOU RECOGNIZE THAT THOSE WO STRUGGLE T
MAKE A LTVING OF COMPLETE MSIC TASKS NEED MORE AFFORDABLE UTILITY BILLS.

HANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME. T GENUINELY HOPE YOU TAKE CONSIDERATION IN THIS MATIE

FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CALL THE GEORGE WILEY CENTER LOCATED AT 37 EAST AVEN
PAWTUCKET, AT (401)-128-53%).
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The Lord s God, and He ha
made His light shine upon w.
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Providence 02909

Dear Chairperson Margaret Curran,

1 am one of the representatives of the religious organizations of fthode Tsland, and 1 am
writing to you loday because T want to encourage you to support a Percentage Tncome
Payment Plan, this would allow low income people pay more affordable rates in their
ulility bitls. The George ‘Wiley Center has proposed a Percentage Tncome Payment Plan
which has previously workied before for over a dozen of stales by lowering their ulility bills.

I'm not asking Bhode Taland to reinvent the wheel - Percentage Income Payment Plans
have worked in more than a dozen slales so far and have successfully existed in Rhode
Istand in the lale 19805 and early 1990s. flccording to a study Tn 1988 from Warwick,
PIPP helped reduce heating bills in homes from 48.7 percent of their income to 8.2 percenl.
n linois, a PIPP lowered 90% of elderly customer’a heating bills-more than other ulilily
assistance plans, like TIHEAP.

1 am asking that Bhede Tsland bring back the PIPP a0 thal everyone can afford basic

Thank you for your time. For more information, please call the George Wiley Center,
located at 32 East Avenue in Pawtuckef, at 401-728-55655

Sincerely,
‘Benjamin Vallego
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Pactor Alex Rodriguez
9¢ Telle §t Providence BRI 02909

Dear Chairperson Margaret Curran,

My name ic Alex Podriquez and I oum the leader at the religious organization called "Caca Revelacion

Oagic” T am writing to you today becavse T want to cupport a Percentage Income Payment Plan
(PIPFP). This plan will allow low-income Rhode Ielanders to pay fairer rates for their atilily bilfe.

PIPP ic currently precent in twele ctafec. It was successefolly present in Rhode Iclond in the late
§0c and early 90%¢. According to a 1958 ctudy of Warwick, a PIPP helped come households
reduce their heating bille from 48.2% of their income to 8.2%, In Tlinoic, a PIPP lowered 0% of

elderly customers heating bill. Therefore Iin acking you to cupport our drive for PIPP propoced by
the George Wiley Center.

For farther information please contact the George Wiley Center located at 32 Eact Avenue in
Pawtucket, at (401)725-5555.

Sincerely,

Alex Rodriguez.
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The God of hope i1} vou with all joy and peace. s ROMANS 15:13




Massaro, Luly (PUC)

From: Charles Feldman <cfeldmanri@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2017 12:43 PM

To: Massaro, Luly (PUC); Charles Feldman

[EXTERNAL] : Please restore Utilities to all Rhode Islanders

Subject:

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged
Hi,

I am writing to ask the PUC to restore utilities to the thousands of Rhode Islanders who are currently without
utilities. A good way to do this is to adopt the Percentage Income Payment Plan (PIPP), endorsed by the George
Wiley Center. Rhode Island has successfully used this plan in the past.

Utilities are a basic need for all Rhode Islanders. This is the reason that I support the PIPP.

Thanks,
Charlie

Charles Feldman

Providence Resident and Voter
cfeldmanri@gmail.com
401-261-5294 (c) .




Orlando Gasperini
6 Pleasant View Ave
Lincoln RI, 02865

Dear Chairperson Curran,

My name is Orlando Gasperini and | live in Lincoln RI. I am writing to
you today to encourage you to support a PIPP in Rhode Island to make
utilities more affordable for all. I am a diabetic who was recently
diagnosed with a serious heart condition. That has drastically reduced
my ability to work. I don’t know how I am going to pay my electric bills
or my heating bills as the weather gets cold. I need the electricity to turn
the furnace on, to heat up my hot water tank and to cook my special
meals that I need to control my diabetes. It’s everybody’s right to have
a fair bill. Why should someone who earns very little pay the same rate
as someone with a high income? A PIPP program would ensure that I
could pay my bills. It would also make bills fair for everyone. Please
support affordable utilities in RI by showing your support for PIPP.

Thank you for your time.

e
& ma
. 5 =
Sincerely, < =
=&
. -3 1
=N . - e
}”/1 / . t % 1e? {1} ; i o
67 ,‘L__Z.cm c)@ é‘)ﬁtﬁ,(&(;/u M S =
S
9]
ST e
g

Orlando Gasperini




RECEED

2017 26 22 MM 8 52
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSin

indhira Hernandez
204 Broad St.
Pawtucket Rl 02860

To whom i may concern,

My name is Indhira Hernandez and | live in Pawtucket, Rhode Island. I'm writing today
because I'm a single mother and my income is very low. It’s not just that | pay the same as
a person that has much more income than | do. All 1 want is what is fair for my children
and | which is to have the most basic needs, like food, electricity and gas. To not restrict

basic necessities is just. My job pays a very low wage. And there is so much to pay for.

Please help us to support what is just,

| want to encourage you to support a Percentage Income Payment Plan (PiPP). Proposed
by the George Wiley Center, a Percentage Income Payment Plan would allow low-income
Rhode Islanders, like myself, to pay fairer rates for our utility bills. This would allow
people to pay rising electric and heating bills and reduce the number of utility shutoffs.
Under a PIPP, people would not have to choose between buying food and
electricity—utilities would be affordable for all Rhode [slanders.

I'm not asking Rhode Island to reinvent the wheel—Percentage Income Payment Plans
are working in over a dozen states right now and successfully existed in Rhode Island in
the late 1980’s and eariy 1990’s. According to a 1988 study of Warwick, a PIPP helped
some households reduce their heating bills from 48.7 percent of their income to 8.2
percent. In Illinois, a PIPP lowered 90% of elderly customer’s heating bills—more than

other utility assistance plans, like LIHEAP.
I am asking that Rhode Island bring back the PIPP so that everyone can afford basic

necessities.

Thank you for your time. For more information, please call the George Wiley Center,
located at 32 East Avenue in Pawtucket, at 401-728-5555.

Sincerely,
Indhira Hernandez
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Maria Gold
oo Newport Ave,
7 Pamticket, RI 02860

Dear Chairperson Margaret Gurran,

Two years ago, I began to attend at The George Wiley Center in Pamtucket, Rhode Isla ‘“‘?
Today, [ am actively encouraging support for a Percentage Income Payment Plan (PIPP).

2 When I first came to this country, I was with my hushand and our four children. The
relationship became abusive, and 1 ended up escaping his brutality in a women’s shelter. \W >
e B  Once in a more stable position, my two jobs were still not enough to keep the electricity on (@
: 2N consistently. My kids and I faced multiple shut-offs, just another worry on top of rent, bus ‘f ]
; fare, keeping everyone fed, clothing my children, and other household expenses. ;%

(3¢

As a single parent with no other help, I struggled for years. The PIPP program available

B during that time was my only hope, and it wasw't the same for low income families in the
contemporary United States. I's frustrating surviving by giving nearly all of a month "@a

\ check to bills, especially at an age where working is no longer an option. The "American S !
Dream” cannot become a reality when struggling citizens are faced with unfairly expensive @"j‘é

electric and other utility bills.

0

We at the George Wiley Center, hope and ask that you recognize that those who stmggl
bnake a living or complete basic tasks need more affordable uiility bills.

S ¢

Sincerely,
Maria Gold
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Yohannes Bein

195 Mendaon Ave,
Pawtucket, Rl 02861

To whom it may concern,

My name is Yohannes Bein and I live in Pawtucket. I'm writing today because | want to
encourage you to support a Percentage Income Payment Plan (PIPP). Proposed by the
George W'iley Center, a Percentage Income Payment Plan would allow low-income Rhode
Islanders, like myself, to pay fairer rates for our utility bills. This would allow people to pay
rising electric and heating bills and reduce the number of utility shutoffs. Under a PIPP,
people would not have to choose between buying food and electricity—utilities would be
affordable for all Rhode Islanders. -

I’'m not-asking Rhode Island to reinvent the wheel—Percentage Income Payment Plans
are working in over a dozen states right now and successfully existed in.Rhode Island in
the late 1980’s and early 1990's. According to a 1988 study of Warwick, a PIPP helped
some households reduce their heating bills from 48.7 percent of their income to 8.2
percent. In lilinois, a PIPP lowered 90% of elderly customer’s heating bills—more than

RECEIVED
017 AUG 22 M & 52
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

other utility assistance plans, like LIHEAP.

| am asking that Rhode Island bring back the PIPP so that everyone can afford basic
necessities. | want a more affordable utility rates because | have had to chose lately
between eating and paying my bills and 1 do not want to go through this situation

anymore.

Thank you for your time. For more information, please call the George Wiley Center,

located at 32 Fast Avenue in Pawtucket, at 401-728-5555,

Sincerely,
Yohannes Bein
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To whom it may concern,

My name is Matilde Flores and | live in Central Falls and | want to encourage you to
support the PIPP payment plan because it will drastically reduce the amount of shut offs
throughout the state. :

This year I've had so much difficuity paying my bills, in fact | sometimes have to decide
whether | want to eat or if | want to pay my utility bills. My gas has been recently shut off
due to the tack of money. This is something that an elderly woman like me should not be
going through.

We are not asking for anything free or debt forgiveness instead we want to show that we
are responsible enough to make our payments, this is why we want affordable utility

rates,
We, the residents of Rhode Island are wiiling to stay on track with our payments only if

our legislators are willing to support us.

For more information please calil the George Wiiey Center, located at 32 East Avenue in
Pawtucket, at (401) 728-5555

Sincerely,

Matil.d‘e Elores




Marleny Pena
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To whom:it may concern,

My name is Marleny Pefia and | live in Lincoln, Rhode island. I'm writing today because |
want to encourage you to support a Percentage Income Payment Plan (PIPP)}. Proposed

by the George Wiley Center, a Percentage income Payment Plan would ailow low-income -

Rhode Islanders, like myself, to pay fairer rates for our utility bills. This would allow _
people to pay rising electric and heating bills and reduce the number of utility shutoffs.
Under a PIPP, people would not have to choose between buying food and |
electricity—utilities would be affordable for all Rhode Islanders. '

I’m not asking Rhode Island to reinvent the wheel—Percentage Income Payment Plans
are working in over a dozen states right now and successfully existed in Rhode Island in
the late 1980’s and early 1990’s. According to a 1988 study of Warwick, a PIPP helped
some households reduce their heaﬁng bills from 48.7 percent of their income to 8.2
percent. In lilinais, a PIPP lowered 90% of elderly customer’s heating bills—more than
other utility assistance plans, like LIHEAP.

| am asking that Rhode Island bring back the PIPP so that eVeryone can afford basic
necessities. | want a more affordable utility rates because | have 3 c_hildren and | don’t
have a job that'll give me more thar 4 hours a day. | can’t afford to-pay for debts that
total more than $1,4b0 for electricity and $500 for gas. | don't receive any other income
and 2 of my children have asthma and I do too. | want the PIPP plan to be passed for ali of

these reasons.

Thank you for your time. For more information, please call the George Wiley Center,
located at 32 East Avenue in Pawtucket, at 401-728-5555.

Sincerely,
Marleny Pefia
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Dear Chairperson Margaret Curran:

Aug. 8th, 2017

| thank you for the service that you continue to provide to our community and for the state of

Rhode Island.
| am writing to encourage you to support our Percentage Income Payment Plan (PIPP}.

Proposed by the George Wiley Genter (GWC). PIPP would allow low-income Rhode Islanders,
like myself, to pay a fairer rate for our utilities and reduce the utility shut-offs each month. Each

year there is an average of 20,000 households that get shut-off.
PIPP is currently present in twelve states. It successfully in Rhode [Sland in the late 80’s and
early 90's. According to a 1988 study of Warwick, a PIPP helped some households reduce

their heating bills from 48.7% of their income to 8.2%, In linois, a PIPP lowered 90% of elderly
customer's heating bill. Therefore I'm asking you to support our drive for PIPP.

Thank you for your time. Please call the GWC for more information (401) 728-5555. We are
located at 32 East Avenue in Pawtucket Rl 02860.

Your neighbor,

Calvin Drayton
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To Whom It May Concern,

My name is Eﬁj}; 'CAQ h]! 1Shi ﬁ;a-bg and I live
in }?r_‘oyfde aOe . I'm writing today because I want to encourage you

to support a Percentage Income Payment Plan (PIPP). Proposed by the George Wiley
Center, a Percentage Income Payment Plan would allow low-income Rhode Islanders,
like myself, to pay fairer rates for our utility bills. This would allow people to pay rising
electric and heating bills and reduce the number of utility shutoffs. Under a PIPP, people
would not have to choose between buying food and electn(:lty utilities would be

affordable for all Rhode Islanders.

I'm not asking Rhode Island to reinvent the ‘Wwheel — Percentage Income Payment Plans
are working in over a dozen states right now and successfully existed in Rhode Island in
the late 1980’s and early 1990’s. According to a 1988 study of Warwick, a PIPP helped
some households reduce their heating bills from 48.7 percent of their income to 8.2
percent. In Hlinois, a PIPP lowered 90% of elderly customer’s heating bills—more than

other utility assistance plans, like LIHEAP.

I am asking that Rhode Island bring back the PIPP so that everyone can afford basic
necessities. I want a more affordable utility rates because..

‘T am o swqle mother of 3 s to p
qe Mo flM o POy M
‘r‘_eu’c‘ uhi llthes, onod keep ?Oé_d O:Tu'?lf??- i:?xl:iz_paﬁ (é

Thank you for your time. For more information, please call the George Wiley Center,
located at 32 East Avenue in Pawtucket, at 401-728-5555.

fo-
Sincerely,

P
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July, 19th 2017

Chairperson Margaret Curran
RI Public Utilities Commission
89 Jefferson Blvd.
Warwick, Rl 02888

My name is Daisy Benitez and | live in Pawtucket Rhode Island. The George Wiley
Center has proposed a Percentage Income Payment Plan which has previously .
worked before for over a dozen of states by lowering their utility bills.

* Although many people have been beneficiated by this plan throughout the United
States, Rhode islanders have not yet achieved this goal which is crucial for the
community because not all of us have a well paying job to afford high utility prices and
we are concerned about this constant issue that we have to face month after month.

in my state over 20,000 people have their electricity shut off every year, asa
concerned resident of Rhode Island | would like to encourage you to support the PIPP
which will dramatically decrease the numbers of utility shut offs.

Thank you for your timé. | genuinely hope you take consideration in this matter. For
further information please call the George Wlley Center located at 32 East Avenue in

Pawtucket, at (401)-728-5555.
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07/20/17

Chairperson Margaret Curran
Rl Public Utilities Commission
89 Jefferson Bivd.

Warwick, Rl 02888

RE: Percentage Income Payment Plan in Rhode Island

| am a senior on fixed income. | have noticed that my gas bill and

electric bill is too high. By the time | pay my other bills there is really
nothing left for me to pay gas or electricity. To make matter worse | live

on a first floor.

| know that there is no way that f owe so much. i am formally looking for
employment to be able to do the payments. Although | have caught up
with health issues, | plan to find employment.

It is sad that at my age | still have to worry about paying this bill. Rhode
Island is charging to much taxes in autos. Also auto insurance is too

hfgh. How am [ expected to pay gas or elecitricity?
Sincerely yours,

Judith M. Jorge

!
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Suzanne Costello
10 Goff Ave.
Pawtucket, RI 02860

July 7, 2017

Chair Margaret Curran, R! Public Utilities Commission

My name is Suzanne Costelio and | live in Pawtucket. I'm writing today to
encourage you to support a Percentage Income Payment Plan (PIPP) proposed
by the George Wiley Center. A Percentage Income Payment Plan would aflow
low income Rhode Islanders to pay fairer rates for utility bills. This plan would
allow people to pay their rising electric and heating bills and reduce the amount
of shutoffs. Under the PIPP program, people would not have to choose between
food and eleciricity or heating their home.

This issue is one which is of particular importance to me because while | now live
in subsidized housing where electricity is included, 1 do pay for air conditioning
which recently doubled going into effect July 1, 2017,and as an Asthma sufferer
air conditioning is essential at this time of year. And years ago | survived more
than 1 shutoff of both gas heat and electricity while sick with Bronchitis juggling
graduate school, work, and visiting my late Mom daily at an area nursing home. It
was both degrading and discouraging to ask for help from local agency, church,
and family members for help. Now as a Breast Cancer Survivor with multiple
health problems | empathize with those people in similar situations so I am
volunteering at George Wiley Center to help others prevent similar dire

circumstances.

I'm not asking Rhode Island to reinvent the wheel Percentage Income Payment
Plans are working in over 12 states now and successfully existed here in Rhode
island in the late 1980's and early 1990’s. According to a 1988 study of Warwick,
PIPP helped some househalds reduce their heating bills from 48.7 percent of
their income to 8.2 percent. In lllinois, PIPP lowered 90% of elderly customer’s

bill—more than other utility assistance plans, like LIHEAP.

| am asking that Rhode Island bring back PIPP so that everyone can afford basic
necessities. | want more affordable utility rates for everyone. | hope you share in

that idea becoming a reality.

Sincerely,

Suzari%ggs«t«e% '
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