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September 27, 2016
VIA HAND DELIVERY & ELECTRONIC MAIL

Luly E. Massaro, Commission Clerk
Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission
89 Jefferson Boulevard

Warwick, Rl 02888

RE: Docket 4628 - National Grid’s Tariff Advice Filingto Amend Tariffs
RIPUC Nos. 2110, 2111, and 2112 (Company-Owned Streetlighting Tariffs)
Company-Owned L ED Streetlighting Proposal
Reply to Memorandum of Division of Public Utilitiesand Carriers

Dear Ms. Massaro:

On behalf of National Grid,* I respectfully submit this |etter to reply to the Memorandum
filed by Jennifer Kallay of Synapse Energy Economics (Synapse) on behalf of the Division of
Public Utilitiesand Carriers (Division) on September 23, 2016 with respect to National Grid's
proposed Company-Owned LED Streetlighting Offering (LED Offering) in the above-referenced
docket. The purpose of thisletter isto clarify the difference between the LED Offering and the
separate and distinct Energy Efficiency Plan, and to emphasize that National Grid needs to have its
LED Offering available to customers as soon as possible. In short, the LED Offering isasimple
and straightforward filing to meet customer demand.

The LED Offering is not an energy efficiency program. The Division is conflating the
goals of the LED Offering and National Grid's proposed 2017 Energy Efficiency Plan, which are
separate and distinct from each other. The goal of the LED Offering is simply to provide a cost
effective LED option that is not presently available to Company-Owned Streetlighting customers.
National Grid has received numerous requests from municipal customers for such an option. On
the other hand, the primary goal of National Grid's Energy Efficiency Plan isto create energy and
economic cost savings for Rhode Island customers through energy efficiency, as required by the
Least Cost Procurement Law, R.I. Gen. Laws 8§ 39-1-27.7. Any suggestions regarding how the
LED Offering fitsinto the Energy Efficiency Plan should be made through discussionsin
connection with the Energy Efficiency Plan, not by suspending the LED Offering to makeit a
coordinated effort with the proposed Energy Efficiency Plan.? The LED Offering is not reliant on
the Energy Efficiency Plan; the Company-Owned Streetlighting Tariffs can and will be updated as

! The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/aNational Grid (National Grid or the Company).

2 |n fact, the Company-Owned Streetlighting Tariffs are already included in the collaborative discussions for the
Energy Efficiency Plan. National Grid does not include energy efficiency incentivesin its tariffs because the energy
efficiency incentives can change every year.
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customer needs and technology change. Working the LED Offering into the Energy Efficiency
Plan should not be cause for delay of the implementation of the long-awaited LED Offering on
October 1, 2016.

National Grid addresses any questions concerning the costs of the LED conversions and
lighting controlsin its tariff advice filing dated July 1, 2016 and responses to the Division’s data
requests dated August 18, 2016.3 Synapse’s remarks regarding such issues derive from the
comments submitted by the Washington County Regional Planning Council, Partnership for RI
Streetlight Management (PRISM) on August 12, 2016. PRISM offers an alternative option to
National Grid in adifferent tariff, for Street and Area Lighting — Customer-Owned Equipment Rate
(S-05), RIPUC No. 2142. In other words, PRISM is a competitor to National Grid with respect to
customer-owned streetlights, so its comments have the commercial incentive to criticize the costs
of the LED Offering. Notably, PRISM did not intervene in this docket.

Finally, there has been ample time for review of the LED Offering. Nationa Grid filed the
LED Offering as atariff advice on July 1, 2016 for implementation three months later, on October
1, 2016. More than two months of additional time would further delay the availability of the
customer-requested LED option and the potential savings for customers.

In sum, National Grid would like to make its LED Offering available to its customers as
soon as possible to fill aneed expressly requested by the customers. If the LED Offering goesinto
effect as proposed on October 1, 2016, National Grid iswilling to continue to work with the
Division and Synapse thereafter regarding additional energy efficiency options and updates to the
Company-Owned Streetlighting Tariffs.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. If you have any questions regarding thisfiling,
please contact me at 401-784-7415.

Very truly yours,

Robert J. Humm

CcC: Docket 4628 Service List
Leo Wold, Esg. Division
Steve Sciaabba, Division

3 Additionally, the issue of lighting controls is addressed in Public Utilities Commission Docket No. 4513, the
proceeding to establish a metering pilot program for municipal-owned streetlights.
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