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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS 

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION  

 

IN RE: THE RHODE ISLAND OFFICE OF  :  

ENERGY RESOURCES’ REQUEST FOR   :  

FUNDING TO HIRE A CONSULTANT FOR  :  DOCKET NO. 4604  

THE 2019 RENEWABLE ENERGY   :  

GROWTH PROGRAM YEAR    : 

      

 

RHODE ISLAND OFFICE OF ENERGY RESOURCES’ RESPONSE TO THE 

COMMISSION’S FIRST SET OF DATA REQUESTS ISSUED NOVEMBER 27, 2017 

 

1-1. Please provide a detailed itemization of the Board’s anticipated costs for the 2019 

ceiling price studies. 

 

The following chart provides a breakdown of the services and estimated budget for the 

2019 ceiling price studies: 

 

Task 
Estimated 

Allocation 
 

Estimated 

Budget 

Allocation 

Research & Data Gathering 30%  $17,280 

Ceiling price analysis & modeling – multiple 

iterations 
20%  $11,520 

Review stakeholder comments; conduct follow-up 

calls and research; modeling iteration 
10%  $5,760 

Public presentations and facilitated stakeholder 

discussion – multiple meetings 
15%  $8,640 

Prepared Ceiling Price recommendations 10%  $5,760 

Participate in PUC hearing, discovery and proceedings 15%  $8,640 

Total Budget   $57,600 

 

1-2. Please provide a final invoice, final accounting, or other written documentation 

showing an itemization of the consultant’s services relative to the 2018 ceiling price 

studies, as well as an itemization of payments made to the consultant for such 

services.  

 

Please see invoices and receipts attached hereto as Exhibit A. Please note that the final 

cost/invoices for the 2018 ceiling price services will be completed in February, as the 

consultant may need to revise the 2018 ceiling prices in January due to the potential 

international solar tariffs or quotas that may be imposed by the Trump Administration on 

solar development in the United States. There is also the possibility that some renewable 

tax policies may be amended via federal tax reform legislation.  
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1-3. Will the consultant be selected through a competitive solicitation process?  If no, 

please explain your answer. 

 

No, the Distributed Generation Board (“Board”) and Office of Energy Resources (“OER”) 

are in the final year of their ceiling price development renewal agreement and will be using 

the consultant that developed the program’s prior year ceiling prices. OER will be releasing 

a request for proposals (“RFP”) to solicit ceiling price consultant services for the 

development of the 2020-2023 annual ceiling prices. This RFP is anticipated to be released 

in January.   

 

 

Respondent: Christopher Kearns, OER 

Date: December 1, 2017 



 

 

 

 

Exhibit A 
 

 






















