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Sent by email 
 
June 1, 2015 
 
Public Utilities Commission 
89 Jefferson Blvd. 
Warwick, RI  02888 
 
RE: Docket 4497 Service List 
 
Covanta Jonesboro has reviewed the May 21, 2015 letter from the State of Rhode Island 
regarding Docket 4497. 
 
Covanta must emphasize that Jonesboro is not a peaking unit.  Peaker plants are generally 
gas turbines that burn natural gas or other petroleum derived liquids which can start-
up/shutdown in a rapid fashion.    Due to the characteristics of biomass and the startup 
process at the Jonesboro plant, the plant would never be considered a peaking unit which is 
consistent with the Jonesboro’s  ISO-NE default status of must run (Attachment #1). 
 
Covanta’s application is based on capital investments making the plant more reliable 
whereby the investment resulted in longer runs which make the plant more 
efficient.   Regarding the request for base period information, Covanta is supplying the 
following:   
 

1. Attachment #2 is 1995 to 1998 EIA-860B Reporting information.  The table below is a 
summary of the data which could aid the consultant in the review: 

 KWh Sold Status Days Operated 
1995 5,394,400 Cold Standby 25 
1996 0 Out of service 0 
1997 16,969,000 Operating 57 
1998 1,858,000 Operating 6 

 
2. Covanta has been unable to locate daily production data which matches information in the 

base period however Covanta submits 1998 daily production information which does match 
1998 EIA reports and could be a reasonable proxy (Attachment #3).   
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3. Covanta has introduced data showing Jonesboro increased availability by more than 
10%.  (The exact increase in availability was slightly more than 30%).  Thus, Covanta 
Jonesboro has met the 10% increase in efficiency required by the RI RES regulations.  
For a reference see paragraph 10 of Thibodeau affidavit which states: 
 

“As we gained valuable operating experience and data, we 
continued to make significant refurbishments in the Facilities that 
have allowed us to increase capacity factors from 44% to 78% for 
Jonesboro and availabilities from 67% to 89% for 
Jonesboro.  These refurbishments to improve capacity and 
availability were necessary to make the Facilities economically 
viable.”  

Covanta believes this information should allow for the process to be complete and I will 
make myself available to meet if necessary.  Please feel free to contact me at 978.241.3030 to 
discuss completing any requirement on Docket 4497. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Ken Nydam 
New England Regional Director  
 






























































































