EXECUTIVE CHAMBER, CITY OF PAWTUCKET, RHODE ISLAND

DONALD R. GREBIEN
. MAYOR

December 19, 2013

Chairperson Margaret E. Curran
Commissioner Paul J, Roberii
Commissioner Herbert F. DeSimone, Jr.
R.I Public Utilities Commission

89 Jefferson Boulevard

Warwick, RI 02888

By mail and email to: mrussell@ripuo. state.rj.us

Re: VProposed changes to RIPUC Termination Rules

Dear Chairperson Curran, Commissioner Roberti and Commissioner DeSimone:

In a year where utility shutoffs have already exceeded the total for last year, winter weather has
made an early entrance, and the state’s economy continues to struggle including with one of the
highest unemployment rates in the nation, the prospect of changes to RIPUC Termination Rules
governing utility shutoffs without full public discussion should be a non-starter.

Holding a single publioc hearing on Friday, Dec. 20 is simply inadequate, especially coming af a
time of year when many of those who would be most directly affected, including seniors and
people with mobility and other disability issues, find it most difficult fo get out and around.

Accordingly, I am requesting that a sexies of hearings be held by RIPUC in communities around
the state, including at an appropriate venue in the City of Pawtucket where mauy people would
be affected by such changes, and at evening bowrs to allow people who work during the day to
attend, throughout 2014 to allow for thorough public discussion and input on this vital issue.

Shortening the winter moratorium, reducing the age limit for who qualifies as elderly, and
revising other shutoff rules are far-reaching proposed changes that would directly affect
thousands of lives, including in Pawtucket. To unduly rush this review process would be counter
to everyone’s best interest, particularly at a time when RIPUC contintes to not translate and
disseminate proposed rules changes for non-English speakers who are as directly affected as. -

- everyoneelse. ' _ S '
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The City of Pawtucket would be pleased to host an RIPUC hearing in 3 public building that
would of course be accessible to those with disabilities and to work with you on scheduling or
any other logistics. The contact person in my office is Lamemis Vargas, Administrative Assistant,

728-0500, ext. 281, lvarsas@pawtuckefri.com.

Please allow me 10 stress again my perspective that a fair, thorough and inclusive process should
be undertaken before such far-reaching changes as those currently being proposed reach the final
consideration stage before the RIPUC.
Thank you for your congideration and,_{,},ook@ﬁffw&fdmw%{response.
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