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Dear Members of the Rhode Island Public Ut]htles Commlsszon,

Please postpone your vote on the proposed changes to the Termination. Rules and hold
accessible hearings across our state on this important issue, so that those who will be most
aﬁected by the proposed changes the poor and the elderly, can voice their concerns.

- The Rhode Island Chapter of the National Lawyers Guild joins with our fellow Rhode
Islanders across the state in asking the Commission to postpone the rule changes until accessible
hearmgs can be held,

Heat and electricity shut-offs threaten the health and safety of our most vulnerable
‘neighbors. Unfortunately, every year at least 20,000 households in our state experience shut-offs.
This is shockingly high number that we all should be working to decrease, yet the proposed rule
changes would weaken important protections and increase the nmumber of shut-offs, thus -

~ jeopardizing the health and safety of more low income people in our state.

The proposed changes include removing protections for unempi_oyed people, narrowing
protection for the disabled and seniors, shortenin g the winter moratorivm on shuf-offs, and
- cutting protection during heat waves. Like many Rhode Islanders we are opposed to the ' Coet S
shortening of the winter moratorfum. Fnding the shut-off moratorium on March 31stis
dangerous, since we often experience ﬁeezmg weather into Agprik. '

In addition, the proposed changes should be iranslated into Spanish and other commonly spoken
languages here in Rhode Island, including Southeast Asian languages such as Khmer, so that those who
would be most affected by the changes can be given notice. Many households where English is not the
first language are already disproportionately at greater risk of heat and electricity shut-offs, so getting the
word out to these households is important. o

Thank you for your consideration.
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