STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

IN RE: TARIFF ADVICE FILING FOR
CUSTOMER-OWNED STREET & AREA
LIGHTING PROPOSAL

DOCKET NO. 4442

N N N Nt e

THE RHODE ISLAND LEAGUE OF CITIES AND TOWNS
AND
THE WASHINGTON COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCILS’
OJECTION TO COMPLIANCE FILING

By its attorneys, the Rhode Island League of Cities and Towns (the League) and the
Washington County Regional Planning Council (WCRPC) (collectively, the “Towns”) object to
National Grid’s July 31, 2014 compliance filing in this docket. That filing does not reflect the
Commission’s ruling or the May 30, 2014 memo from the Division’s consultant in the following
ways.

L The Tariff

By our understanding, the Commission concluded that National Grid was to reconsider its use
of specified wattage ranges and billable wattages and report to the Commission within ninety days of

receiving the Towns’ updated inventory. That requirement is not reflected in the revised tariff.

II. Attachment Agreement

a. License termination: The May 30, 2014 memo from La Capria Associates, Inc.

(the “Memo”) concludes that National Grid should not have the right to terminate
the municipalities’ attachment licenses. National Grid made changes to sections

2.3 (sale of pole no longer of use to NGrid), 3.1.4 (striking right to revoke but



retaining right to remove all attachments) and 15.3 (removing National Grid’s right
to terminate the license), but neglected edits to the following sections that were
proposed by the Towns and are required to prevent revocation: §§2.3,2.4,3.1.3,
and 3.1.4 (additional edits). In addition, in §4.3.3, if National Grid can charge the
Towns for changes it or any other attachee proposes to make to the pole it can
effectively terminate the license (for example, by deciding to remove and replace
the pole at the Towns’ expense).

. Company Work: The Memo concludes that “Once the municipalities acquire

ownership of the streetlights, they should be able to work on their facilities so long
as they do not interfere with the delivery of electricity, comply with safety
requirements, and indemnify the Company against any damage that might be
caused.” National Grid’s revisions do not reflect this result at all. The agreement
must now reflect the Town’s proposed edits to the definition of “material change”
and §§ 4.1.1, 4.1.3 and 4.2.1 in order to accomplish the Commission’s ordered
result.

Transfer of access rights: On page 2 of the Memo, Mr. Hahn concludes that

National Grid should be required to transfer rights obtained for its own
attachments to the poles “if cost of acquiring these rights were included in the
plant costs of the lighting facilities being purchased, and NGRID should recover
any reasonable costs as part of the purchase price.” Then on page 35, he states,

“I believe it’s appropriate for the Company to retain ownership of these easements
and rights, as they are needed to operate the electric distribution system.” Since the
Towns merely seek the benefits of any rights National Grid has related to the

streetlight attachments the Towns are paying for, §2.5 of the agreement must be



revised to allow the Towns to assume the benefits of any such rights included in
the plant costs of the lighting facilities being purchased, per the Towns proposal.
A streetlight clearly has little actual value if it does not come together with the
rights to attach to the pole or underground infrastructure that makes it work.
We respectfully request the Commission’s assistance in resolving these matters.
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