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VIA HAND DELIVERY AND ELECTRONIC MAIL

Luly E. Massaro

Commission Clerk

Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission
89 Jefferson Boulevard

Warwick, Rhode Island 02888

Re: Docket #4442 - National Grid’s Tariff Advice Filing for Customer-Owned Street and Area
Lighting Proposal

Dear Ms. Massaro:

The following comments were developed and presented to support the Rhode Island Public
Utilities Commission’s (RIPUC) continuing deliberations on Docket No. 4442 on behalf of the
Energy Efficiency and Resources Management Council (EERMC) by its VEIC/Optimal Energy
Consultant Team (Consultant Team). The Consultant Team previously submitted comments to
the RIPUC on November 1, 2013 in reference to this Docket. The purpose of this follow-up
memorandum is to reaffirm the EERMC’s interest in maximizing the cost-effective energy
efficiency potential from LED technology and street lighting controls.

It is generally accepted that more efficient street lighting using LED technology and street
lighting controls represents a large new source of energy and cost savings for Rhode Island
municipalities and a large source of new savings for Rhode Island’s energy efficiency programs.
This will translate into benefits for Rhode Island customers and taxpayers. The analysis
supporting the electric energy savings targets recently approved by the RIPUC in Docket No.
4443 identifies street lighting as a key area of potentially significant cost-effective energy
savings. The development of a new rate tariff for LED street lighting and controls is a critical
step that will enable municipalities in Rhode Island to realize energy and cost saving benefits.



The Consultant Team understands there are still some significant unresolved issues concerning
this tariff, especially regarding the inclusion of metering. The Consultant Team encourages the
parties to work toward a reasonable solution on this issue, since it has the potential to add an
increment of additional savings beyond the LEDs and controls and associated lighting schedules.
Least cost procurement places a priority on the pursuit of all cost-effective savings, in a prudent
and reliable manner. Given the uncertain costs and other complexities associated with
metering, the Consultant Team has recommended to the EERMC that efforts to further explore
opportunities through a well-designed pilot test of metered controls is a reliable and prudent
way to improve our understanding of the costs and benefits of metering.

Pending resolution of these issues, the EERMC will work to support adoption of this critical
energy savings option by municipalities through upcoming planning activities that will
culminate in filings to the RIPUC of the 2015-2017 3-Year Plan on September 1, 2014 and the
2015 Annual Energy Efficiency Program Plan on November 1, 2014.

Sincerely,
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Scudder Parker,
Vermont Energy Investment Corp.



