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Re: Docket 4206
Dear Luly:

I enclose the original and ten copies of the Brief of George Wiley Center in
Docket 4206. Please file accordingly.

Thank you.
. _ | Sincerely,
| B. Jean Rosiello |

cc: Service List by email



STATE OF RHODE ISLAND
“PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

National Grid’s Revenue Decoupling ) |
Mechanism (RDM) Proposal ) Docket No. 4206

Brief of George Wlley Cente

The RDM statute authorlzes the Public Ut111t1es Commission (the Commrssmn) to
protect low-income customers from the increases in rates which will ensue when gas
and/or electricusage decreases. R.I.G.L. § 39-1-27.1. The George Wiley Center (the
Center) asks that the Commission exercise this authority when establishing the principles_
eccording to which the RDM will operate. | |

The RDM is likely to result in increased rates for the foreseeable future. If the
amount of usage goes down with conservation efforts, rates rrlust go up, thereby wiping
out or reducing the discounts given' to those least able to pay. As Bruce Oliver neted in
his direct testimony at page 49-5 0, fn. 11, if the RDM program works, RDM adjustments
must be expected “to exhibit a clear bias toward the assessrrrerrt of surcharges.” Natienal
Grid’s forecast agrees»that energy efﬁc_iéncy will result in decreases in residential electric N
use every year for the next ﬁve years.l_ Record Regquest Wiley-1.

Even when gas or electricity usage goes up, resulting in a sur-credit, that credit
will be deferred umtil the annual rate filing. Customers pay first and get repaid later.
Low-income'people live ’ceo elose to the line, however, to payn the extra perlding return of
the overpayment. | |
| Even the Asmall'est increase in rates will weigh heavily von' Rhode Islland’sv Peorest

inhabitants. While many people are struggling in this economy, the indi{liduals and

! Natlonal Grid has not prov1ded ant1c1pated gas usage rates with and W1thout energy
efficiency. Record Requesz‘ Wiley-1.




families with the least income suffer the most. It is-often said that this class of customer
has the benefit of multiple governrhent supports, but this is a canard. Most government
supports do not provide cash to pay bills such as utility rafes. Accofding to the busiﬁgss—
- backed Rhode Island Public Expenditure Council (RIPEC), the bulk of this money gdes
to vendors of medical services; not to low-income people.® Wiley Exhibit 2. The arﬁount

of cash going to welfare récipients has not risen in twenfy years. Wiley Exhibit 3. A
family of three li%/es on $ 554 per month. Id. The state of Rhode Island spends nothing .
at all on cash asSistance benefits. Id. Neither unemployment benefits ndr minimum wage
is enough to pay all of a family’s expenses. Not surprisingly, low-income Rhode
Islémders use less gas and 'electricity for heating than other residential customers.’
Record Reéuest Wiley-2.

In light of tﬁese facts, the George Wiley Centér asks that the Comr_nission apply
the RDM to low-income Rhode Islanders in such a way as to encourage conservation
while providing low-income cuétomers some relief from the increase in rates that the
RDM will cause. The Cen’cér proboses that: |

> Where the RDM results in a sur-charge on accouht of reduced usage, low-income
customers Wﬂ]: be required to pay ;the increase in rates only on that portion of |
thcir usage which exéeeds a reasonable level set by fhe Commission.

> Where the RDM result in a sur-credit, all low-income customers will get the

benefit of the reduction in rates.

2 This point was highlighted in a Politifact analysis appearing in the Providence J ournal
on April 24, 2011. _ ’ '

3 Low-income people use more eledtficity for non-heating purposes probably due to OId ,
and/or poorly functioning appliances. ' , - '




Respéctfully submitted,
The George Wiley Center
By its attorney,
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B(Jean Rosiello

Of Counsel

MacFadyen, Gescheidt & O’Brien
101 Dyer Street, 3rd Floor
Providence, RI 02903
jrosiello@mgolaw.com

Certificate of Service
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I certify that on the @o’L day of June, 2011, I served a copy of this document on
each of the members of the Docket 4206 service hst by email.
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Dept. of Attorney General
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401-222-3016

Bruce Oliver

| Revilo Hill Associates

7103 Laketree Drive
Fairfax Station, VA 22039 -

‘Boliver.rha@verizon.net
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703-569-6480

Michael McElroy, Esq. (for TEC-RI)
21 Dryden Lane

McElroyMik(@aol.com

401-351-4100
401-421-5696

William H. Ferguson, Executive Director
The Energy Council of RI (TEC-RI)

Bferguson2010@cox.net

401-722-7352

Jeremy McDiarmid, Esq.
Environment Northeast (ENE)
101 Tremont St., Suite 401
Boston, MA 02108

imcdiarmid@env-ne.org

skrasnow(@env-ne.org

aanthony@env-ne.org

617-742-0054

Seth H. Handy, Esq. (for ENE)
Handy Law, LLC '

42 Weybosset St.

Providence, RT 02903

seth@handylawllc.com

401-626-4839

Jerry Elmer, Esq.
Conservation Law Foundation
55 Dorrance St. -

Providence, RI 02903

| Jelmer@clf.org |

401-351-1102

| 401-351-1130

Jean Rosiello, Esq. (for Wiley Citr.)
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