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Mr, Zlia Germani, Chairman
Ms. Mary E. Bray 3
Mr, Paul Robverti 7

RI Public Utilities Commission

89 Jefferson Blvd,
Warwick, RI 02888

Honorable Members of the Commission:

Please do not allow the alleged environmental benefits,
which are being used to sell wind turbines in Rhode Island,

to influence your decisions in the Deepwater 1issue.
The allegations should be dismissed and ignored, Decause:

85% or more of the electricity generated in RI is fueled by
natural gas, which President Obama recently proclaimed to be
an "Energy of the future". Rhode Island already exceeds
future environmental goals by a very wide margin, Please see

ancloeogures.

The allegations not only try to take credit for what has

already been accomplished by others; they also rob the citi-
zens of Rhode Island of the opportunity to attract business to
our state by advertising that RI energy is already green, and

at a reasonable price.

Sincerely,

2 enclosures

Nicholas Ratti, Jr.
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The U.s. has plenty of

among the fossil-fuel trio §

coal and oil. This may mes2
natural gas can ultimately utterly

displace coal and oil in electricity

eneration. (Gas-fired generators
release a out half as much car-
bon dioxide. as coa_l~f1red ones
and almost no such pollutants as

nitrous oxide, ‘sulfuric acid, mer-
- cury and arsenic. There is even

talk of developing it as the major
transportation - fuel, with similar

positive rannﬁcanons for air qual- -

ity. “That is mostly a matter of
building a. supply mfrastructure

‘The- geopo“htlcal 1mphcat1ons of

this for the U.S.'dre considerable.
After all,. We -may be freed from
the need to ‘buy energy from our
enemies.

Shale is as. ab1qu1tous as coal m.
much of the world, Where there’s .

coal, there S often shele s0 if new
technologxes ‘suchas. ““fracking”

— fracturing. shale to.release gas
— and horizontal drilling can be "
' such countnes L d
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" as Poland and Ukrame as here,
_ there is, no- telling what markets
- for energy may ook like in a few

years: It may be that the days of
Russia’s menacmg Europe by

shutnng down the pipelines that

keep Berlin and Paris warm in the
winter are numbered. And China,
which relies on burning very toxic
soft coal, could have a partial so-
lution fo ifs energy woes as well.
There is an environmental
price. for. natural gas; .of .course.
Fracking ~involves - damagmg
some countrys1de and can cause
water pollution. But overall there
is much, much less damage than -

" is involved in coal-mmmg a.nd oxl'. .

drilling. _
And drilling rlgs are un31ghtly
New York has prohibited’ dnlhng., 2
in the vast shale formation’ under-;f;
much -of thg__western par_t_pt:that—
state and there are major contro-
versies in Pennsylvama about
fracking: . CoEar
Still, a natural—gas energy'r _
economy promises to have & huge - -
and, for the U.S. perspecttve 5

geopohtlcal climate.. And it.
certainly do much less demag__r“
the, atmosphere and the 1and than




" Electricity generating plants in Rhode Island
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