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INTRODUCTION 1 

Q. Please state your name and business address. 2 

A. My name is David J. Beron.  My business address is 25 Research Drive, Westborough, 3 

Massachusetts 01582. 4 

Q. Have you previously filed testimony in this docket? 5 

A. Yes.  I filed prefiled testimony on behalf of National Grid on April 14, 2006. 6 

Q. Have you reviewed the prefiled testimony of Gregory L. Booth (“Booth”) filed on behalf 7 

of the Division of Public Utilities and Carriers (“Division”)? 8 

A. Yes, I have. 9 

Q. Have you reviewed the Supplemental Testimony of Melissa Scott in this Docket? 10 

A. Yes, I have. 11 

Q.   What steps did National Grid take to provide the required conductor clearances for the G-12 

185S line at the higher emergency temperature as discussed in Ms. Scott’s supplemental 13 

testimony? 14 

A.   To facilitate the operation of the G-185S Line at a 120º C emergency operating 15 

temperature, National Grid commissioned a Laser Imaging Detection and Ranging 16 

(“LIDAR”) survey of the transmission line.  This LIDAR survey identified a number of 17 

“hard infringements” (potential ground-clearance violations) and a number of “soft 18 

infringements” (potential vegetation-clearance violations) which could exist at the higher 19 

emergency operating temperature of 120º C. 20 
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It was determined that a number of spans of the line between Old Baptist Road Tap and 1 

West Kingston Substation would have ground clearance violations at a 120º C emergency 2 

operating temperature, and additional spans could potentially require vegetation 3 

management to correct clearance infringements to the underlying vegetation.  4 

In order to address the identified “hard infringements” and increase ground clearance, 39 5 

of the 149 total structures were replaced in-kind using wood poles typically 5 feet taller 6 

than the existing structures.   7 

Q. What actions did National Grid take to address the “soft infringements” identified by  8 

the LIDAR survey of the G-185S line? 9 

A. National Grid utilizes an aggressive vegetation management policy on its rights-of-way.  10 

The “soft infringements” identified by the LIDAR survey have some margin of error 11 

based upon the density and consistency of the vegetation being surveyed.  However, out 12 

of an abundance of caution, the list of potential  “soft infringements” for the G-185S 13 

circuit was used by our system arborists to identify spans of the transmission line where it 14 

would be prudent to perform a field review of the vegetation conditions prior to summer 15 

peak load conditions.  Our arborists conducted field review of the identified spans and 16 

took corrective action, where necessary, prior to the 2005 summer peak. 17 

Q.   Please explain the Company’s vegetation management practices. 18 

A.   The vegetation in the ROW is treated to insure that tall growing species (hardwood and 19 

coniferous trees) do not reach growth heights in excess of 18 feet. Our cycle of treatment 20 

is 5 years on this segment of ROW.  Treatment includes a crew walking down the ROW 21 

in the winter cutting any hardwood greater than 12 feet high and treating the stump with a 22 
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herbicide.  Non-sprouting conifers greater than two feet high are cut and diced. Sprouting 1 

conifers have the stump treated. Later in the summer the crew will once again walk down 2 

the ROW and apply foliar treatment to hardwoods shorter than 12 feet. 3 

Sideline trees are trimmed on a cycle dependant on growth habits, typically 5 to 10 years. 4 

Road crossings are now being cleared to facilitate a view down the ROW for safety 5 

reasons. On road crossings which cannot be cleared, tree height is maintained at 6 

distribution height.  Yard trees that pose a risk to the transmission line are cut following 7 

negotiations with the homeowner. 8 

Sensitive areas in the ROW are treated at a time when endangered wildlife species are not 9 

breeding or susceptible to treatment methods. Waterways have a mandatory setback for 10 

treatment. 11 

More details on the company’s vegetation management practices can be found in the 12 

National Grid Transmission Forestry Specifications for Right of Way Vegetation 13 

Management (Attachment DJB-1 to this testimony). 14 

Q. Does this conclude your testimony? 15 

A. Yes, it does.16 
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ATTACHMENTS 

DJB-1 National Grid Transmission Forestry Specifications for Right of Way Vegetation 
Management (2006) 

 




































































































































