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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS 

ENERGY FACILITY SITING BOARD 

 

 

THE NARRAGANSETT ELECTRIC    : 

COMPANY D/B/A NATIONAL GRID   :  

NOTICE OF INTENT TO RELOCATE   : DOCKET NO. SB-2016-02 

AN EXISTING TRANSMISSION     : 

LINE UNDERGROUND     : 

 

 

NATIONAL GRID’S RESPONSE TO THE  

ENERGY FACILITY SITING BOARD’S 

FIRST SET OF DATA REQUESTS 

 

DATA REQUEST NO. 1-1: What is the length of the line that would be necessary to extend 

portions of the existing Lines to the new substation?  If less than 1,000 feet, what would be the 

cost savings to National Grid of filing a Notice of Intent pursuant to Rule 1.6(c) as opposed to its 

cost of filing a Notice of Intent pursuant to Rule 1.6(f) as it did in the instant matter? 

 

RESPONSE: 

 

If the Project proceeded using the existing overhead lines to connect to the new substation, the 

lines would have to be extended from the structure located next to the South Street Landing 

Building to the new substation building.  The total length of the line would be approximately 510 

feet.  The shorter overhead extension would permit a filing of Notice of Intent pursuant to Rule 

1.6(c) (“60 Day NOI”).  Filing a 60 Day NOI would not result in a cost savings to National Grid 

as the Cost Reimbursement Agreement (“CRA”) between the CV Properties, LLC and National 

Grid requires CV Properties, LLC to pay for all costs, including permitting, to relocate the lines 

underground.  As noted in Section 3.7 of the Environmental Report filed with the application, the 

CRA does provide a credit for the estimated costs National Grid would have spent to connect the 

new substation to the existing lines and structures (the “Above Ground Cost”).  The Above 

Ground Cost includes the cost to file a 60 Day NOI for 510 foot extension of the lines. 
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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS 

ENERGY FACILITY SITING BOARD 

 

 

THE NARRAGANSETT ELECTRIC    : 

COMPANY D/B/A NATIONAL GRID   :  

NOTICE OF INTENT TO RELOCATE   : DOCKET NO. SB-2016-02 

AN EXISTING TRANSMISSION     : 

LINE UNDERGROUND     : 

 

 

NATIONAL GRID’S RESPONSE TO THE  

ENERGY FACILITY SITING BOARD’S 

FIRST SET OF DATA REQUESTS 

 

DATA REQUEST NO. 1-2: If there is an incremental cost resulting from filing a Notice of 

Intent pursuant to Rule 1.6(f) as opposed to filing a Notice of Intent pursuant to Rule 1.6(c), who 

is paying that incremental cost? 

 

RESPONSE: 

 

The incremental cost will be paid by the developer, CV Properties, LLC, in accordance with the 

Cost Reimbursement Agreement dated February 19, 2016 which was filed with the Federal 

Energy Regulatory Commission on February 22, 2016 in Docket No. ER16-986.   
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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS 

ENERGY FACILITY SITING BOARD 

 

 

THE NARRAGANSETT ELECTRIC    : 

COMPANY D/B/A NATIONAL GRID   :  

NOTICE OF INTENT TO RELOCATE   : DOCKET NO. SB-2016-02 

AN EXISTING TRANSMISSION     : 

LINE UNDERGROUND     : 

 

 

NATIONAL GRID’S RESPONSE TO THE  

ENERGY FACILITY SITING BOARD’S 

FIRST SET OF DATA REQUESTS 

 

DATA REQUEST NO. 1-3: Describe the outreach that National Grid has or intends to engage 

in with abutters to the two underground routes.  Describe in detail what is meant by “limited” 

outreach effort as set forth in Section 3.9 of the Notice of Intent. 

 

RESPONSE: 

 

This is a unique Project where the need is driven by a developer’s redevelopment of land 

abutting an existing substation.  With the exception of two street crossings, the Project routes are 

located on land owned by National Grid or the developer, CV Properties, LLC (“CV 

Properties”).  As the relocation of the lines underground is needed for CV Properties’ 

redevelopment of the South Street Landing Building, to date, CV Properties has led outreach 

efforts for the Project by incorporating the Project and National Grid into its discussions with 

stakeholders regarding CV Properties’ redevelopment.  Because of the unique nature of this 

Project, National Grid does not anticipate conducting any additional outreach with abutters.  

Nevertheless, National Grid, CV Properties, and the City of Providence have opened lines of 

communication so that if an inquiry regarding the Project is brought to the attention of either CV 

Properties or the City of Providence, National Grid’s designated Project stakeholder relations 

representative will ensure the inquiry is received and addressed.  

 

The “limited” outreach by National Grid included regular communications with CV Properties 

throughout the development of the design for the South Street Landing project and the South 

Street Substation project. Furthermore, as part of these direct communications, several joint 

meetings were held with National Grid, CV Properties, and other stakeholders.  The other 

stakeholders included the Rhode Island Governor and Commerce Secretary and representatives 

from the City of Providence, Rhode Island Office of Energy Resources, Brown University, 

University of Rhode Island, the State of Rhode Island, and the I-195 Commission. 

 

In addition to the stakeholder meetings led by CV Properties, National Grid referenced the 

Project in its applications for the new South Street Substation control house before the City of 

Providence Downtown Design Review Committee and City of Providence Zoning Board.  Both 

applications required public hearings with notices provided to all abutters within 200 feet of the 

Substation Property.  National Grid also referenced the Project in its application to the Coastal 



Resources Management Council (“CRMC”) for an Assent for activities located on National Grid 

property related to CV Properties’ redevelopment of the South Street Landing Building.  This 

application (File Number 2015-10-001) was publicly noticed by the CRMC on October 2, 2015 

and that notice specified that the application and plans for the proposed work were available for 

viewing at CRMC’s offices in Wakefield.    
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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS 

ENERGY FACILITY SITING BOARD 

 

 

THE NARRAGANSETT ELECTRIC    : 

COMPANY D/B/A NATIONAL GRID   :  

NOTICE OF INTENT TO RELOCATE   : DOCKET NO. SB-2016-02 

AN EXISTING TRANSMISSION     : 

LINE UNDERGROUND     : 

 

 

NATIONAL GRID’S RESPONSE TO THE  

ENERGY FACILITY SITING BOARD’S 

FIRST SET OF DATA REQUESTS 

 

DATA REQUEST NO. 1-4: Provide copies of any materials distributed as part of community 

outreach. 

 

RESPONSE:  

 

Enclosed as Attachments 1-4a and 1-4b are copies of the PowerPoint presentations from the City 

of Providence Downtown Design Review Committee and the City of Providence Zoning Board 

public hearings on National Grid’s proposed South Street substation control house.  Enclosed as 

Attachment 1-4c is a copy of the public notice provided by the Coastal Resources Management 

Council (“CRMC”) in connection with National Grid’s application for an Assent.  
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South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building
September 21, 2015

aerial view of south street circa 1990 current substation building - 2005



Need to Replace South Street Substation
South St. Sub, with Franklin Sq. Sub provides electrical service to 150MW of load in 
downtown Providence, including the downtown network, 10 distribution substations, 5 
hospitals

South St. was originally built in 1919. Equipment at South St. is no longer supported 
by the manufacturer, and replacing this equipment is a high priority for NG

The substation building is in need of structural repairs, and modern equipment cannot 
be retrofitted in the existing building

Reliability – The network is designed with redundancy and should not experience 
outages. The network has not had an outage in many decades. Two outages have 
occurred in the last six months.

Load Growth – New substation will have capacity to serve growing loads in the City of 
Providence including I-195 development

South Street replacement is a priority for National Grid



South Street Substation Project

Construct a new switchgear and control building

Construct an outdoor switchyard for transformers

Install 115 kV underground cables and remove the existing 115 kV 
overhead lines, paid for by the developer

Connect the new substation to the existing underground distribution cables

Remove the existing substation building



Project Schedule
Date Milestone

Fall 2015 Commence permitting
Early 2016 Mobilize site and begin substation building construction
Fall 2016 Complete building erection

Switchyard, feeder and 115kV UG construction 
continuing

Early 2018 Complete construction
Start commissioning, energization and cutovers

Spring 2019 Complete commissioning, existing substation
deenergized
Start demolition of substation building

Fall 2019 Complete project



South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building
September 21, 2015

site map



South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building
September 21, 2015

view A – existing condition – looking west

from site – looking east

from site – looking east



South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building
September 21, 2015

view B – existing condition – looking southwest

from site – looking south east

from site – existing switchgear & south street landing building



South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building
September 21, 2015

view C – existing condition – looking north

from site – looking northwest

from site – looking north



South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building
September 21, 2015

view D – existing condition – looking south

from site – looking west from Dyer st.– looking south



South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building
September 21, 2015

view A – proposed



South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building
September 21, 2015

view B - proposed



South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building
September 21, 2015

view C - proposed



South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building
September 21, 2015

proposed pre-cast concrete panels detail

panel precedent



South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building
September 21, 2015

view D – proposed



South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building
September 21, 2015

east elevation



South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building
September 21, 2015

west elevation



South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building
September 21, 2015

north elevation



South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building
September 21, 2015

south elevation



South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building
September 21, 2015

site plan

EASEMENT

ACCESS



South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building
September 21, 2015

view D – proposed, with foliage in foreground



South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building
September 21, 2015



South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building
September 21, 2015

level 1 floor plan



South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building
September 21, 2015



South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building
September 21, 2015

site plan

EASEMENT

ACCESS



South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building
September 21, 2015



South Street Substation Switchgear and 
Control Building 
342 Eddy Street, Providence RI  02903 

Presented to the City of Providence Zoning Board of Review 
October 27, 2015  

watson
Attachment 1-4b



South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building 
October 27, 2015 

aerial view of south street circa 1990 current substation building - 2005 
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South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building 
October 27, 2015 

Need to Replace South Street Substation 

The South Street Substation, together with the Franklin Square Substation, provide 

electrical service to 150MW of load in downtown Providence, including the downtown 

network, 10 distribution substations, 5 hospitals. 

The South Street Substation was originally built in 1919. Equipment at the South 

Street Substation is no longer supported by the manufacturer, and replacing this 

equipment is a high priority for National Grid. 

The substation building is in need of structural repairs, and modern equipment cannot 

be retrofitted in the existing building. 

Reliability – The network is designed with redundancy and should not experience 

outages. The network has not had an outage in many decades. Two outages have 

occurred in the last six months. 

Load Growth – The new substation will have capacity to serve growing loads in the 

City of Providence, including I-195 development. 

The replacement of the South Street Substation is a priority for National Grid. 
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South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building 
October 27, 2015 

South Street Substation Project 

Construct a new switchgear and control building 

Construct an outdoor switchyard for transformers 

Install 115 kV underground cables and remove the existing 115 kV 

overhead lines, paid for by the developer 

Connect the new substation to the existing underground distribution cables 

Remove the existing substation building 
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South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building 
October 27, 2015 

Project Schedule 

Date Milestone 

Fall 2015 Commence permitting 

Early 2016 Mobilize site and begin substation building construction 

Fall 2016 Complete building erection 
Switchyard, feeder and 115kV UG construction 
continuing 

Early 2018 Complete construction 
Start commissioning, energization and cutovers 

Spring 2019 Complete commissioning, existing substation 
deenergized 
Start demolition of substation building 

Fall 2019 Complete project 
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South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building 
October 27, 2015 

site map 
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South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building 
October 27, 2015 

view A – existing condition – looking west 

from site – looking east 

from site – looking east 
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South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building 
October 27, 2015 

view B – existing condition – looking southwest 

from site – looking south east 

from site – existing switchgear & south street landing building 
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South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building 
October 27, 2015 

view C – existing condition – looking north 

from site – looking northwest 

from site – looking north 
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South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building 
October 27, 2015 

view D – existing condition – looking south 

from site – looking west from Dyer St.– looking south 
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South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building 
October 27, 2015 
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South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building 
October 27, 2015 

view A – proposed 
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South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building 
October 27, 2015 

view B - proposed 
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South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building 
October 27, 2015 

view C - proposed 
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South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building 
October 27, 2015 

proposed pre-cast concrete panels detail 

panel precedent 
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South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building 
October 27, 2015 

east elevation 
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South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building 
October 27, 2015 

west elevation 
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South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building 
October 27, 2015 

south elevation 
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South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building 
October 27, 2015 

north elevation 
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South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building 
October 27, 2015 

view D – proposed 
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South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building 
October 27, 2015 

view D – proposed, with foliage in foreground 
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South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building 
October 27, 2015 
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South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building 
October 27, 2015 

site plan 

EASEMENT 

ACCESS 
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South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building 
October 27, 2015 

level 1 floor plan 
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South Street Substation Switchgear & Control Building 
October 27, 2015 
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South Street Substation Switchgear and 
Control Building 
342 Eddy Street, Providence RI  02903 

Presented to the City of Providence Zoning Board of Review 
October 27, 2015  
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