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( HEARI NG COMVENCED AT 5: 45)

MR. MODERATOR: Good evening. W are going
to get started, and ny name is Steve Mrris, fromthe
Department of Health, and we will be here listening to
your comments tonight, and | just want to go over a
couple of the things that m ght, you may not be aware of
before we get started, allowing a few nore people to come
in.

If you haven't signed up, and you do want to speak
make sure that you do do that. W are going to be
calling people who have comments to make to come up to
the front, and there would be five chairs over here and
one person speaking, so, we'll call five people at a
time, and that will be the kind of the process of having
peopl e come up and speak. So, nost of you probably know
that we are fromthe Department of Health here tonight,
and we are one of the agencies that's been designated to
provide an advisory opinion to the board that's naking
the final decision around the power plant. So we are
here tonight as one of the agencies that's been
designated to provide an advisory opinion, and sonme of
the Departnment of Health folks are here, they're down
here, if you just want to |let people see who you are. W
are here tonight just to provide a forum and we are not
here to answer questions, but we are certainly here to
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listen, and you can conment, generally, on the issues
that are on your mnd. Specifically, we'd love to hear
comrents based upon our draft advisory opinion, which is
available online if you're not aware of it. You can find
that at www. heal thri.gov/Burrillville.

|f you are making a comment tonight, you're com ng
up to speak tonight, and you have a witten, you have it
witten down, and you're going to read it, or you're not
going to read it either way, if you just |eave your paper
here, we'll collect those, so we'll have access to that.
There will be a stenographic record made. This will be
the official record. So, when you cone up to speak
pl ease, say your name clearly, and if you would just | ook
over here at Tracy, and make sure she catches it, make
sure she gets your nanme, we would like to have a record
of everybody who speaks tonight.

Let's see, so, |I'massum ng everybody here knows
that this is sonmething that's being conducted at various
times in the State, and we have open-conmrent period for
us, the Departnment of Health, through August 16. So if
you have a witten comment that you would like to submt,
you can do that as well, and you can submt that to the
Rhode Island Department of Health, and you can send it by
e-mai| to barbara.h.norin, and she's at health.ri.gov.

One other thing that I would ask everybody to be
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mndful of, just looking quickly it |ooks Iike maybe 70
or 80 people are here, and we are going to limt the
speaking tines to three mnutes. So if you could just
respect that. The only reason | say that, | see

di sappointment, | got it. So let me just address that
for you, okay. W, we have a limted time frame.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Not all of us are
going to speak.

MR MODERATOR: | got that. W have a |ist
of how many people. We are saying three mnutes, but of
course, what that means is if you go I onger, you may be
eating up sonebody else's time, but we are going to stay
here for the tinme frame that we have until 9:30. So if
everybody doesn't get to speak it wll be because
sonmebody went |onger than the three mnutes, so that's
all 1"msaying. W are tryingtolimt it to three
m nut es.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: How cone we al |l got
five mnutes for EFSB, and for the governor?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: It's always five.
It's always five.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER. Wy do we have |ess
time than we do at EFSB?

MR. MODERATOR: | hear you. W are going to
keep it to three mnutes, but we're not going to be
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extrenely strict about it. Just be mndful of the time
so that everybody can speak. | think that we are all
here to do the same thing, and that is to make coments
around what's really concerning to us. So, with that, |
woul d like to call up the first five people. And the
first speaker will be Renee King, Peter N ghtingale, A
Landry, Kathleen Seward, David Brunetti. |If the first
speaker could come here and the rest could have a seat
over here, and maybe we could call one nore person, Lynn
Gonyea.

MS. KING Can ny husband go on the stage?
Am | presenting this to you, because I'd like you to see
it.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: W can't see it over
t here.

MR. MODERATOR: However you want to do it.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | f you could rotate
it between this gentlenman.

MS. KING Hello, everybody. M name is
Renee King. |'mfrom Thonpson, Connecticut. I'ma
physical therapist of 32 years, and | have many concerns
for our air, our water and our land, and | do work with
patients who suffer fromasthma, COPD, |ung cancer, and
all kinds of other ailnents.

V¢ have a power plant also going up in Killingly,
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Connecticut, and Thonpson i s wedged right between the two
power plants, Burrillville and Killingly. So what | did
was | made a map that shows the ten existing power plants
on the periphery, and the yellow transparencies show the
ten existing power plants, and those are noted over here.
In addition to the ten regional power plants, we also
have New Engl and Treat nent Conmpany in Whonsocket, Rhode
I'sland, which is a sewage incinerator in upper Blackstone
and MIlbury, Mass., which is a sewer incinerator, and
two conpression stations. So right now, presently, not
including the main power plants, we already have 14, a
total of 14 power plants and sewage incinerators
regionally in the tri-state area. So you will see, this
triangle right here is the tri-state marker, and ny
concern is that we have a clustering of power plants in
this area. The black Iine on the map dermonstrates the

Al gonqui n pipeline, which bisects Connecticut, goes
through Burrillville and into Massachusetts, and on this
pi peline, we have a clustering of power plants. The
green overlays denonstrate the eight current power plants
that are already producing energy, and | would like to
list those. Starting with Massachusetts, we have A & P
Bl ackst one Energy producing 578 negawatts. W have A & P
Bel | i ngham Ener gy produci ng 578 negawatts. W have

Bel I i ngham CO Generation, producing 386 negawatts. We
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have MIford Power LP Gas producing 178 negawatts. We
have Exel on Medway, which is an oil power plant, all the
others are gas, that produces 123 negawatts. Then we
have Ccean State Power one producing 280 megawatts in
Burrillville. W have Ccean State Power two, producing
280 negawatts. We have Laepreau Generating in Dayville,
Connecticut, producing up to 840 Megawatts. So right now
we have already eight power plants on a 31-mle track of

| and that spans fromKillingly, Connecticut to Medway,
Massachusetts. Burrillville is right in the mddle of
that. That does not include the new proposed power

plant, Cear River Energy Center, which will be producing
up to 900 negawatts, and as | nentioned, Killingly Energy
Center in Dayville, Connecticut is also a second power

pl ant proposed for that area, and that will be producing
550 negawatts. That gives us a total of ten power plants
and nost of themare very big power plants on a 31-nile
track of land. | believe this is clustering, and

believe it's gone unnoticed, because it includes three
states, Massachusetts, Rnhode Island and Connecticut. |
then added the total accunulation of negawatts produced
with these ten power plants. The total megawatts are
4,675 megawatts. That's enough energy to power 4,250,000
hones. Al right. And when | |ooked at the three states
and where other clusters of power plants were within the

Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500





©O© oo No o WP k-

NRORODNONNNRPR R R RRRERR R
OB WONRFP OO®OmMNOOOTO~WNERERO

Page 8

three states, fromwhat | could gather there were not any
other parts of these three states that were producing
4,675 megawatts on a 31-mle track of land. So, | think
we need to keep that in mnd, because that will, I'm
sure, on sone |evel inpact our air, our water, and our
land. Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you. Peter.

MR NI GHTINGALE: |'m Peter N ghtingale.
teach physics at the University of the Rhode Island.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Can't hear you

MR NIGHTINGALE: Is this better? | like to
| ook at people when | talk to them It's kind of
conplicated. |'mPeter Nightingale. | teach physics at

the University of the Rhode Island, and | have a couple
of comments. Let me, before | say that, may | nention
that 1'ma conputational physicist, and | know sonet hing
about nodeling. In a letter dated March 20 of this year
| raised questions about the adequacy of Invenergy's
model i ng anal ysi s purportedly denonstrating conpliance of
the facility with state and federal regulations. 1| also
expressed serious concerns about the regul ations

thensel ves, and here | want to go off script a little
bit, because one of ny concerns was that DEM had asked

I nvenergy to do nodeling that took into account all of
the facilities in Rhode Island. That's not because DEM
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people are stupid, it's because they are bound by
statutes that have been corrupted by insiders for
decades, upon decades, upon decades. Anyway, the good
news is that, as | said, | expressed serious concerns
about the regulations thenselves, and the good news is
that your departnment advisory opinion recognizes the
seriousness of those concerns. Unfortunately, it stops
short of concluding that the construction of the C ear
River Energy Center would violate the conventiona
precautionary principle which applies to public health
I ssues discussed in the opinion.

The threat climate change poses to the biosphere
adds a conpletely new dinension to this principle. The
Department of Heal th opinion states on page 22, and
wll submt a version of ny testinony here, but I wll do
that via e-mail, it says on that page, we cannot neasure
the direct contribution of the proposed plant or any
single facility to public health by neans of climate
change. Now, | do not agree that if we were to build a
power plant in spite of our inability to assess its
contribution to climte change we woul d violate principle
15 of the Rio Declaration, an international treaty signed
and ratified by the United States which supposedly is the
supreme |ight of the law. It overrode all those statutes
that you are governed and bound by, and let ne tell you
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what that principle says, this is the Rio Declaration,
where there are threats of serious or irreversible
damage, lack of full scientific certainty shall not be
used as a reason for postponing cost-effective measures
to prevent environnental degradation

Wy do you not go all the way and say stop this
thing, we don't know what we are doi ng?

MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you. Al.
MR. LANDRY: Hello, ny name is Al Landry,

and |'ma farmer from Thonpson, bel ow where this plant
is. | see some customers. | pride nyself that | have
been an organic and sustainable farner for over 35 years.
| have al so nade my own power potable (inaudible). A
single tree can absorb nore than ten pounds of carbon
dioxide a year. Wth 200 acres of trees, filters being
cut down, and 52 known pollutants being emtted what wl|
happen to our pollinators? Bees and butterflies are
under heavy stress right now. If we |ose our
pol linators, howw Il we grow food? They'll have to
import them | guess. Can you inagine hand pollinating
our crops with small paint brushes. They do this in sone
parts of China because it's so polluted. Two million
gallons of oil, 40,000 gallons of amonia and two
trailers of hydrogen gas stored onsite is an accident
waiting to happen. Worst yet, it wll be an easy target

Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500





©O© oo No o WP k-

NRORODNONNNRPR R R RRRERR R
OB WONRFP OO®OmMNOOOTO~WNERERO

Page 11

for terrorist attack. How do we safeguard agai nst these
possi bl e scenarios? | just read today Union of Concerned
Scientists in Texas are putting a ban on anything but
renewabl e energy projects for the next 14 years.
Finally, the grid |oses Iots of power during
transm ssion, so plants should be built closer to where
the power is going to be used, and I'd like to share ny
motto. | nmentioned that | made ny own power for 35-plus
years. No to pollutant power plants. Go solar.
Thank you. Thank you
MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you, Kathl een.
MS. SEWARD: Cood evening. M name is

Kathl een Seward. | have a Master's in Psychol ogy from
Rhode Island College. 1've been involved in energency
medi cine for over 35 years, and |'mcurrently enpl oyed at
St. Vincent Hospital in the energency room | live in
Burrillville. | passed out images of SPECT brain scans.
| wanted everyone to see them These are not artist
renditions. This is a real test. Included in these

scans is a scan of an individual that represents what
woul d be expected to be found in a person who has been
exposed to a polluted air environment. \ile inaging
tests |like x-rays can show what the structures inside of
your body | ook |ike a SPECT scan produces inages that
show how the brain works. M enphasis today is on snal
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particle matter, or sonetimes called small particulate
matter, which cones under the auspices of less than 2.5
grams, mlligranms per piece, and in essence to nake you
understand how small these are, they are 136th the size
of a grain of sand, or less than a quarter of the end of
a hair. So we are tal king about very small particles
that are not even at this point being addressed through
the EPA, but | have been in touch with them and they
tell me every five years they are |ooking at other

pol lutants that are comng into the environnment. This is
huge on their list, and as | speak to you about it, you
will understand why. It will be something that they will
be measuring in the near future.

These particles that are so small travel in the
environment. They will dunp nost of their matter from
this power plant within a 12-mle radius, but sone of
these particles will be able to be found over 200 miles
fromthe site. This pollutionis going to be enormous to
the health of people, not only in Burrillville, but in
the surrounding areas, and | believe as far as all of
Rhode Island will suffer. Dr. Amen, who gave these scans
to us, is a double-board certified psychiatrist, clinica
neuroscientist, brain imaging specialist. He has spent
the last 35 years of his |ife imging brains, trying to
find a better way for us to treat nmental health
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conditions, which we are, inny mnd, inthe Dark Ages
with. Spect is the name that is used to talk about a
nucl ear nedicine study that |ooks at blood flow and
activity patterns. It is widely used in the study of the
heart, liver, thyroid, bone and brain problens.

Let's travel with the particles once they enter our
body. Now, these are so small they're going into our
bl oodstream and they're going up our nose, literally,
and into brains, so here's the particles. The particles
that make it past your nose may be nore damagi ng than any
other particles we have been studying up to this date.
The lining in the human nasal cavity contains mllions of
specified nerve cells that wave tens of mllions of tiny
hairs in a gel of mucus. These hairs can test inhaled
chem cals and transmt information about themto the
snel | center of your brain called the ol factory bulb.
Your nasal nerve reaches all the way into your brain.
This direct line allows your nose to communicate very
quickly with your mnd. It also makes us susceptible to
pollution. Particles entering your nose can actually
travel along the olfactory neuron pathways fromthe nasa
hairs right into your brain. Once in the brain pollutant
particles can directly kill neurons when toxic netals and
compounds froma power plant are attached to them
Scientists already know that they can, that they may al so
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cause damage and disrupt the mcroglia. Mcroglia are
the brains unique arny of imune cells. Mcroglia are
the sensibl e bodyguards and trash collectors of the
brain. Anong other things they identify threats to the
brain health, selectively to neutralize and renmove any

of fenders which make it up into the brain. The mcroglia
encounter are polluting particles, they mstake it for a
germ this is very inportant, wth disastrous results.
Mcroglia in the presence of a particle produce a variety
of chem cal conpounds neant to kill the interrupters, the
chem cal s then accunul ate and begin to damage and kil
surrounding cells, and the toxins can corrupt the
magnol i a, |eaving them permanently in attack node and

ot herw se unable to performthe inportant function, like
renoving waste fromthe brain. [Inflammtion, which we
already know is a mgjor killer and has been linked to
nost di seases that we have in our body both physically
and mentally is a result of pollutants in our body. So,
help me God, in 30 years, if I'mnot here, and you still
are, you will know that what I'mtelling you today is
going to be found to be either the nunber one cause of
most of our diseases. So what's this going to |eave us
with Burrillville? Well, the Burrillville residents who
have to breathe in this air will have things |ike nood

di sorders, increased dementia. Neurodegenerative
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depression, permanent cognitive inpairments in their
children, strokes, Parkinson's, birth defects, central
nervous system di seases, Hutchinson's disease, epilepsy,
chi I dhood devel opnent del ays, and pernmanent cognitive
damage. Children in polluted areas around power plants
have been known to have |1 s nore than 20 percent |ess
than people who live in a green zone, which is where we
brought our children, so they would not have to put up
with this. Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you. Davi d.

MR BRUNETTI: M nane is David Brunetti of
Harrisville. Thank you for the opportunity to provide
you Wi th my comments on the draft advisory opinion. At
this time, ny comrents will be focussed on the section
covering issue 6, Enmergency Response and Prevention.

In the event that there is a major release of
aqueous anmonia fromthe 40,000 gal |l on storage tank into
the containment area, it is stated that such contai nment
area wll be filled with passive evaporative controls to
reduce the exposed surface area of any aqueous anmoni a
within the containnent area by 90 percent. Question:
What type of passive evaporative controls wll be used?

Second point, based on the DOH assunption that the
Area Locations of Hazardous Atnospheres or ALOHA nodel
was run with the scenario that the passive evaporative
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controls were fully functional, will there be any
requirement by the DEMthat the ALOHA nodel be rerun with
the assunption that the passive evaporative controls are
not operational and that the respective safe evacuation
distance for the Acute Exposure Cuidelines be adjusted
accordingly?

Three, in regard to the statenent by Invenergy that
121 yards was the nost stringent Acute Exposure Cuideline
Listing or AEGL for the concentration of aqueous anmoni a
which would be onsite, while that is well within the
recommended gui delines of the Emergency Response
Qui debook for first responders, it does not take into
consi deration the scenario of the tank being involved in
a fire. For such an occurrence, the recomended
i sol ati on distance and evacuation distance is one-half
mle in all directions.

Question: Wy were the inhalation hazards and ot her
heal th hazards from exposure to the vapors froma
potential breach of either or both of the two by one
mllion gallon storage tanks of ultra-low sul fur diese
fuel not discussed?

Nunmber five, also, what about the respective safe
evacuation distance for the Acute Exposure CQuidelines
(AEG for such a spill of the diesel fuel? In accordance
with the Emergency Response Cui debook for First
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Responders, should there be such a breach of either of
these tanks, then an initial downw nd evacuation distance
of at least 1,000 feet is recomrended. And should either
of these storage tanks be involved in a fire, then the
recommended isol ation distance and initial evacuation
distance is also at |east one-half mle in all directions
and coul d be even greater depending on the magnitude of
the event.

Nunber six, | fully agree with the Rhode Island
Department of Health strong reconmendations that
I nvenergy establish clear, witten enmergency procedures
and that those emergency procedures should include
appropriate training, and I recomend Burgess &
Associ ates for such training, including periodic
refresher training of staff that will be responsible for
i npl enenting energency response, and that those staff
menbers should be fitted for, have available, and be
trained in the use of appropriate personal protective
equi prent. | woul d add the recomendation that this
shoul d be a dedicated on-site Energency Response Team

Al'so, | would add that Invenergy should plan on
conducting on-site emergency response drills and that
their level of preparedness be such that they not count
on the usage of enmergency responders fromthe |ocal area.

Furthernore, Invenergy should be required to pay for
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and acquire any additional equipnent that mght be
necessary for |arge magnitude emergency response to the
near by emergency responders in all the nearby towns
within the appropriate radius of those towns which woul d
be affected by a | arge magnitude worst-case scenario
event .
Thank you for the opportunity to provide ny

comment s.

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you, David. And thank
you, all, for your comments that you have made so far

and being respectful of the time. 1'd like to call the
next, invite the next five people down. Lynn, also Lynn
Clark and Mary Jane Bailey. |'mnot sure of the next

nane, it |ooks |ike Ken Putnam and Kathy Sherman.

MS. GONYEA: M nane is Lynn Gonyea, and
live in Pascoag. | grewup in Burrillville all ny life.
VWhat I'mgoing to talk about is basically, I"'mgoing to
read stuff fromthe Departnent of Health, and --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Can't hear you

MS. GONYEA: ['mgoing to read sone stuff
fromthe Departnment of Health. M husband runs the
drinking water plant for Zanbarano which Wl lum Lake is
the sole water supply for the hospital, the drinking
water supply, and there's a whole area there that's
supposed to be under protection for this water, which
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i ncl udes the whole of Wallum Lake, and it circles down
right down past Buck Hill, right where this is going to
be built. It's supposed to be in a protective area for
the drinking water. And | also have fromthe Department
of Health, it was, to assess the threat to the El eanor
Slater Hospital, Zanmbarano Unit water supply sources the
assessment, considers the intensity, devel opnent, the
presence of business and facilities that use storage and
generate potential contam nants. How easily contan nants
may nmove through the soils of the water protection area
and the sanpling history of the water, and it's already
at noderate risk for contamnation, and they're supposed
to be |looking out for any other areas that would put out
contanmi nations, and that's supposed to be covered by the
Department of Health. So, | think we should just, we
should try at least to save that water supply. It's
where they're going to put the power plant, in a
protected area. Thank you

MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you.

MS. CLARK: Hello. M nane is Lynn O ark.
Thank you for hearing us today. | have lived in
Burrillville all of ny life and have owned a house on
Val | um Lake Road since 1992. In your draft advisory
opinion it is stated that residents are already being
i npacted by the noise of the A gonquin Conpressor
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Station, which we are. The conpressor station was not an
issue until recent upgrades and expansions. In fact,
they are in the process of trying to get FERC to approve
anot her expansion. The addition of Invenergy's fracked
gas diesel burning power plant will expand the noise
range as well as the dBAs. These power conpanies are
converting our rural, natural habitat into an industrial
power plant dunp. We listened to the experts try to
convince us that Invenergy will do their best to stay
bel ow the ordinance, even though they admt that they've
never ever seen or heard it be done before. There wll
be a three-year construction phase that will absolutely
disrupt our lives as well as all of the wildlife in the
area. Then, once in operation, we will have to endure
the added noi se annoyance of this power plant along wth
the conpressor station. |In addition, the startup and
shut down operations will totally exceed all dBA

ordi nances with explosive noises fromthe turbines as
they heat and cool primarily at five a.m and 11 p.m,
lasting as long as an hour and a half. There are nany
di screpancies in Invenergy's application on noise. Your
advi sory that recommends Invenergy, if it's built, to
work with Allgonquin to mnimze inpacts on us is just not
strong enough. Who will hold them accountable? WII
they get shut down if they can't hold true to their
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prom ses? No. They'|ll pay the fine and carry on as we
deal with having our quality of life and our health being
| mpact ed.

Water is another major issue for us. Qur entire
town depends on groundwater and our aquifer. No one can
predict water shortages, and our |ives depend on water.
Qur water sources need to be protected. |If Invenergy
builds their power plant, there will not be enough water
for growth in Burrillville. Again, there are
di screpancies in their calculations in the application.
They did not consider the growh of the surrounding
comunities that also depend on the Clear River Sub
Basin. There are already housing devel opments, upwards
of 75 homes, being built in Pascoag al one. W cannot
risk the availability of clean potable water for
industrialization. If Cear Rver becones tainted, it
will go right down to the Branch River and then into the
Bl ackstone River and onto the bay. It's not only the
heal th of Burrillville at risk, it could inpact our whole
state.

As far as air quality and pollution goes, just the
fact that Invenergy requires a permt as a major source
of pollution tells you the power plant does not belong in
our state forests. This is an area that is known for
clean air, nature, and outdoor recreation. There are
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state and | ocal campgrounds, as well as state parks, and
wat erways. This power plant will destroy this
envi ronnent forever and cost the region a great deal nore
than the | oss of outdoor recreation, such as fishing
hi king, and canping in the area. 1In essence, it wll
destroy the nature of the rural northwest corner of Rhode
Island. How can we live with that? This will absolutely
result in adverse health inpacts to our region and make
it inpossible for Rhode Island to neet the requirenents
for the Resilient Rhode Island Act of 2014. Also, nore
data is comng out every day about the pollution from
met hane that is escaping along the gas line. If we add
the Al gonquin pipeline and the conpressor station with
I nvenergy's air pollution, we have set ourselves up for
heal th hazards. The Al gonquin Conpressor Station already
performs periodic pressurized gas blow offs that goes
into our air. In addition, we have Ccean State Power
withina five-mle radius. This region already has a
high rate of cancer. Please consider all of the risks in
your advisory to the EFSB

| ama volunteer with the American Cancer Society.
| plan Relay For Life every year in our comunity. We
rai se $30, 000-40, 000 each year to fight cancer. This is
because we have all been inpacted by this disease in some
way. W don't need another power plant to come into town
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to risk our health anynore.

Anot her maj or concern i s what happens if Invenergy
has to run on diesel oil due to lack of natural gas?
They claimto only need to burn oil 60 days per year in
the winter, but what if there is a disruption of natura
gas in the sumer months? They will need three tinmes the
amount of water to cool the plant, and we will have
diesel oil trucks on our roads constantly wth added
em ssions to the increased em ssions.

VWal | um Lake Road is a very hazardous road to travel
There are major accidents on the corner that my house
sits on quite often. People drive on this road and
m sj udge the corners. | watch my rearview mrror and
hold ny breath now when turning into ny driveway. How
wll atractor-trailer truck |oaded with hazardous fuels
manage these situations? If a truck loses its load on ny
corner, they will land right into the Wlson's Reservoir
As fas as a hazmat response team we have a vol unteer
fire departnment and our closest hazmat response cones
from Providence, which is 40 mnutes away.

As you stated in your draft advisory, climte
changes need to be considered, and it is inperative that
we exam ne alternative energy resources. The people of
Burrillville should not be dunped on by the natural gas
energy conpani es anynore. \We have done nore than our
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part in electric generation. The energy produced by this
fracked gas power plant is surplus energy, and it will be
of no benefit to us. Thank you

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you, ma'am Mary
Jane.

MS. BAILEY: Mary Jane Bailey. This is not
part of ny testimony | had pl anned on saying, but because
one of the gentlenen already nentioned the anmonia, |I'm
the principal of a small private school on Route 100, and
where ny school is located it's an accident-prone area.
VW' ve even had our power shut off during the day so a
t el ephone pole could be replaced. |f you went by our
property you will see a tree that's half dead and skewed
frombeing hit. There is accidents there often. Qur
children are outside as much as three times a day. |If
there was ever an accident there with an amonia truck
|'d have dead children. Al right. So | would just like
to mention that, since it was already brought up, but |
have a packet that 1'mgoing to |eave you, and it has
I nvenergy's application listing the pollutants that this
proposed power plant will spewinto the air should it be
built, and attached to this list there are severa
articles fromgroups like the EPA, the Wrld Health
Organi zation, and the Anerican Cancer Society, stating
the negative effects of these pollutants such as cancer
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acid rain, and climte change. To facilitate your
reading of this packet, | have col or-coded a nunber of
the chemcals that will be admtted as follows. There is
a red dot that indicates a carcinogen also found in
cigarette snoke, a blue check mark indicates a substance
causing acid rain, a yellow square indicates a volatile
organi ¢ conmpound, and a black X indicates poi sonous
carbon nonoxide. | have an asterisk that indicates the
amount of carbon dioxide that will be spewed into the
air. Now, because | choose not to smoke, | also don't
want to be breathing the same carcinogens that are found
in cigarette snoke on a 24/7 basis. Nor do | want ny
famly, including ny grandchildren, who live only a half
mle away fromthe proposed plant, breathing these toxic
substances. Even cigarette snokers cannot smoke 24/7.

There have been vol um nous di scussions in the past
several years about climate change. A major player, if
not the prime culprit in this role, is carbon dioxide.
Invenergy will be putting 3.6 tons, excuse ne, mllion
tons, CO2 into the air per year. That's approximtely
10, 000 tons per day.

Vol atile Organic Conpounds can cause eye, nose, and
throat irritation, headaches, damage to liver, kidney and
central nervous systems, and cancer

Ni trous Oxides and sul phur dioxides can cause
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respiratory diseases |ike asthma or chronic bronchitis,
ground | evel ozone and acid rain. It can also be
extremely harnful to forests and damages | akes and
streams. This problem can beconme nuch worse during heavy
downpours of rain or when snow begins to melt in the
spring. Wth ten to 12 bodies of water and

I nterconnecting streams in Pascoag alone, this is the
Town of Burrillville, Pascoag is just one of the villages
init, many of themare used for swimmng and fishing,
why woul d anyone want to the put them and those who use
themthis danger, and it's also be nentioned, | didn't

put themin here, how we do have state parks and Boy
Scout canps, other things like that in the same area that
woul d be affected.

There are other health issues that could be
associated with the building of this plant, but with only
those that | have nentioned here, | ask you to please not
recommend the building of this plant to the Energy
Facility Siting Board, and as | said in this packet are
all of the articles from you know, major health
organi zations that | have mentioned, so that it's all
docunented in there. Thank you

MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you. You can |eave of
the packet up here. Ken?
MR PUTNAM M nane is Kenneth W Put nam
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Jr. | live on Vallum Lake Road, 500. M dad lived right
side of me at 510. | just want to bring a little bit of
conmon sense, and | also want to thank all of these
peopl e that have tal ked already tonight, how brilliant
and smart they are. I'mtelling you, this here hearing

is all about people, to save peoples' lives, and that's
what | want to talk a little bit about.

My father lived till 98 years old on that Wallum
Lake Road, and you know what he died fron? He died from
a broken heart, because his wife died two nonths earlier.
| want to die with a broken heart. | don't want to die
fromall of these pollutions that's in the air that's
going to go around. Fifty-two pollutants in the air
travelling 31 mles. Avready they're talking about
Pascoag Reservoir, do not eat the fish there, Bowdish
Pond, they elimnated the fish, you can't catch them
They don't even want you to catch the fish, and there is
another pond cl oser to Wonsocket, and | can't remenber
what that is, but I want to bring that up, because that's
pol lution, and what is this, this is nore pollution. So,
it's constantly comng at us. W have to stand up for
each other and protect our lives. This is what it is al
about, people, people, not big organizations. Big
organi zations can go on somewhere el se and nmove sonewhere
el se. They can |ose noney here, |ose noney there. As
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long as they're losing noney, they're not |osing health.
VWV are going to lose our health here if this plant does
goin, and it's going to kill all of the animals up there
as well. If they kill the animals, what's going to
happen, they're going to come down in the ponds, |akes,
streams and pollute also. So it's one thing after the
ot her.
| just want to |leave this message here that this

| ady said about brains. This is mnd boggling, and this
is true. Thisis real reality, thisis. Sol'mgoing to
| eave you this here, and | want to cut ny time short and
| et somebody else that's a ot smarter than ne talk.
Ckay.

MR. MODERATOR:  Thanks, Ken.

MS. SHERVAN. Good evening. M nane is
Kathy Sherman. | live at 1035 Wallum Lake Road. | live
directly across the street fromthe proposed Cl ear River
Energy Center, and the existing Al gonquin Gas
Transm ssion Conpany. | have |ived there for 27 years.
| live there with ny husbhand, who is a 100 percent
di sabl ed Vietnamveteran. | want to thank the Departnment
of Health for providing us with your draft advisory
opi nion before tonight's neeting, so we could have an
opportunity to reviewit, digest it, and conment on it.
| think the report is good in a lot of areas. | think
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the recommendations could be made somewhat stronger. |'m
going to focus ny comments tonight on the noise. | live
with the noise every day. The noise is disruptive
already fromthe Al gonquin Gas Company. As your report
clearly identifies, the gas conpany well exceeds the
recommended 55 dBA fromthe EPA. The Town of
Burrillville has submtted a letter to FERC, the Federa
Energy Regul atory Commi ssion, outlining some of the
concerns that the Town is already dealing with as it
pertains to Algonquin. The thought of siting a power
plant on that same |ocation to cause nore disruption,
harm environnmental inpact, and health inpact for the
residents of Burrillville is unfathomable to ne.

As a one hundred percent disabled veteran ny husband
is home. He's there everyday, and he has to put up with
that noise in the vibration fromthe existing power
plant. Your report touches upon sone of the
i nconsi stenci es, inaccuracies, and straight out
m srepresentations that Invenergy has submtted in their
application. I'mhere to tell you what the truth is.

The truth is there is no way, according to the experts,
that they can keep their noise levels to the 43 dBA as
required in the town ordinance. They also said that they
wll comply with whatever the EFSB says is the required
noi se level that they have to, but the experts have said
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they're a little leery about that. They're not so sure
how that can happen, and yet we are told, even though
your report accurately identifies it would take
extraordinary measures unknown to the industry, they
found a valve. Sonewhere there is a valve out there
that's going to keep the noise fromtheir transm ssion
fromtheir power plant to a level that's acceptable. |
don't know how foolish people think Burrillville
residents are, but we're not. W are well-educated, and
we have done our research. The noise levels that will be
emtting fromthe power plant will be disruptive, and
what will happen if we just believe Invenergy with their
false claims. Oh, they will pay fines. They' ve been
clear about that. They will pay the fine to the town,
and perhaps they will be fined because of the noise, but
we, the residents of Burrillville, will have to live or
die with the outcome. It is just too big of a risk. W
cannot accept their words. They have not been a truthfu
forthcom ng applicant. They have not been a truthful
forthcom ng responder to data requests. They surely will
not be a good neighbor. They do not care about us.
Several of ny neighbors and I know, firsthand, how
we have net with M. Nland, we shook his hand, and he
has assured us that he would take care of us. Thereis
anot her nei ghbor and | who have hired an attorney to
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participate in the process, we are considered
interveners. Invenergy doesn't want to hear it fromus
They can care |ess about us. They don't care about the
residents of Burrillville. See, when we see green, we
see the forest. W see the trees. W see the grass.
Wen they see green, they see noney.

Your report also identifies how the nighttime noise
|l evel s are of critical inportance of undisturbed sleep
| can tell you that since April of 2015 ny husband and |
have been conmunicating with A gonquin regarding their
disruptive noise in the mddle of the night. | have
e-mails at 11:00, 12:00, 2:00 in the norning to Dave
Preston, | believe he's the public relations officer for
and an attorney for Algonquin. |In addition to the
| nvenergy attorney that my husband and | have had to hire
to represent us in front of the Energy Facility Siting
Board, we have also hired an attorney who represents us
at Algonquin. W are not kidding. The noise is
unacceptable. The vibration is unacceptable. So, this
undi sturbed sleep is a reality for us. W don't sleep
when Al gonquin is |oud.

My husband's disability is a result of his exposure
to Agent Orange while in Vietnam He also has had a
massi ve heart attack, has a defibrillator, and a
pacemaker. As your report indicates noise can be a
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contributing factor. | ask that your recomrendations
with regard to the noise be made nuch stronger, at a bare
mninmum and let me be clear, | do not want to see this
facility sited in Burrillville, but we don't have a
choi ce, and neither do you, it's only your advisory
opinion, but nmy request is that your advisory opinion be
much nore strongly worded in that your recomendation is
that you require the Energy Facility Siting Board, you
require Invenergy to buy out anyone in the vicinity, and
i f, you know, there seens to be a little dispute about
what an abutter is. Let's go with the 2.5-nile-radius
bl ast that Invenergy, what will happen to that town
shoul d a catastrophic event happen in that area

Your report also nentions that the Clear River
Energy Center noise report doesn't take into
consideration the LDN. Isn't that coincidental ? The
envi ronnental inpact statement for Al gonquin does, and
for those of you who don't know, the LDN is the day and
nighttine noise |evel combined. So as a person who |ives
in noise sensitivity area nunber one, if you're |ooking
at the Algonquin environnental inpact statement, or area
M, if it's the Clear River, directly across the street,
| ask you for your support in helping those of us who
live in that area, and although I'msure you know it, the
Department of Health's mssion statement is to protect,
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to prevent disease, and to protect and promote the health
and safety of the people of Rhode Island. That's exactly
what we are asking you to do. |'d like to give you have
a copy of a letter that the Town submtted to FERC, a
copy of a letter ny attorney John Boehnert sent FERC, and
the copy of the letter ny husband and | sent to FERC
about the experience we've had. Thank you

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you, Kathy. | invite
the next five speakers, cone down. Sally Mendzela, Paul
Rosel l'i, Irene Watson, Jen Bailey and Eva Roselli

MS. MENDZELA: M nane is Sally Mendzela. |
wll spell it for you, MEN-D-Z-E-L-A (Ckay. | read
the Department of Health draft, and it's an interesting
conbi nation of highly-technical information and sort of
oat meal y non-opi ni on-maki ng nothing. So, ny conment, and
| understand it is a difficult process. You have all of
the different departnments, all the different issues that
peopl e have to respond to, | get that. But what | have
done is in the areas where | had a specific question, |I'm
not anticipating an answer, it's just a consideration for
you as you go into your final document that you will have
docunentation that there are certain questions that you
have not taken into consideration with the answers that
you have provided so far

In terns of the noise, a quote that you had in the
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draft says, there is a substantial variation anong people
and sound perception. Now, that being true we can assune
that anyone reporting an issue with noise that is
negative is actually reporting what they determne that
they are hearing, and this could be for a variety of
reasons. It could be, the variance could be due to
neur ol ogi cal anomalies ranging fromcultural differences
as well as the tolerance to noises within their own
homes. So it's highly subjective. Regardless of how
many charts you have in the appendices, it remains
subjective. There is no way that you can say,
definitively, that someone is having a legitimate noise
compl ai nt or not.

My reconmendation is that you mght want to
recommend to Invenergy that they pipe in nusic over the
town to mask the noises. This could be done by
referendum so everyone's taste can be taken into account
on a rotating schedul e.

In the water area, in your sunmmary the first
sentence in paragraph two has to do with the MIBE, and ny
question is what does the phrase regarding wthdrawal s of
MIBE, what does the phrase not a concern at this time
mean? Does that nmean that things have to go horribly
wong before you woul d have a different opinion? | would
have the expectation that how water would supposedly be
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cl eansed of the MIBE woul d be significant to your

opinion. Has it been done before? M understanding from
what Invenergy has told us in the past is a particular
type of cleansing, and re-releasing into the water has
not been done before. | have also been told by people
that the carbon cleansing is, in fact, inadequate, and
that they should be | ooking at sonething like nitrogen
flushing, which is done in the Netherlands, supposedly.
Al'so, what will happen with the dirty water? Is it going
to be released into the Clear River? And, if so, that's
sonmething that you need to respond to. You need to have
an understanding. |If that gets into the aquifer, and if
it's not properly cleansed, and if sonething el se happens
to it during this process where it's used for cooling,
what are the health ramfications? There is nothing in
your draft about this.

Amoni a, so 40,000 gallons of ammonia stored. How
often will tankers be delivering their payload? There is
reference to that, and who i s responsible for |eaks or
expl osi ons of tankers that are offsite? There is nmention
of the fact that the peril is within so many feet of the
boundaries of Invenergy. M questionis, if it's comng
into the plant and something goes wong what are the
dangers to the people living in the area, and who is
responsi bl e for taking care of that?
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Hydrogen, is there a hydrogen control system backup
in the conpressed hydrogen storage? Wat's the
wor st - possi bl e scenario? You don't have anything about
that in the draft. It would seemto ne that you shoul d
be | ooking at what is the backup, and how does the vent
systemwork, which is referenced in the hydrogen pressure
rel ease systen? Howis it released? Were does it go?
You just nention that there is a vent system [|'mkind
of curious about that, as I'msure we all are. And in
terms of climate change, it seemed to me as if the
statement that you have about that was done by conmttee,
because it doesn't say much. |It's very, it's sort of,
l'i ke, why equivocally. You're not being asked to render
an enforcement policy. You're sinply being asked for
your opinion, and so what possible heal thy outcones could
we expect froma plant that burns fossil fuels? Wy
can't you just cone out and say that there is no possible
benefit to the people in the area or the entire state or
the region fromburning fossil fuels? Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you. Paul .

MR. ROSELLI: Thank you. Thank you to you
and ot her menbers of the Department of Health for comng
tonight. M nanme is Paul Roselli. [|'mgoing to be
speaki ng toni ght on behalf of the Burrillville Land
Trust. W are a private land trust in the Town of
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Burrillville. W are a nonprofit land trust, but
actually before I tell you a little bit about that and
that organization and some of our comments, |I'mgoing to
tell youalittle bit about me. | have a Bachel or of
Science in Plant and Soil Science. | have a Master of
Arts in Education, and 40 years after | got ny Master of
Arts in Education, I'mback in school again. ['min
Bryant University in the Master of Science Programin

G obal Environnental Studies. A lot of policy. Thank
you. One of ny first classes was in toxicology, and I
have to tell you without |aughing too |oudly, that | got
a 40 on ny first examin toxicology. M second exam I
got a 60. | ended up getting an A mnus in the class.
I'min no way an expert, but what |I'mlearning in that
class in policy is that along with the passion for

| earning, there is a conpassion in ny scientific studies.
The conpassion sonetines has to outweigh, the scientific
met hodol ogy that's used. The conpassion has to take
precedence over the nunbers. \What |'mrecomrendi ng, and
the Land Trust is recommending to the Departnent of
Health in their prelimnary draft advisory opinionis to
use some of that conpassion to | ook at what has al ready
taken place in the Town of Burrillville. 1In the MIBE

i ssues, | want you to come out and do a quantitative and
qualitative analysis, a study about the harnful inpacts
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of MIBE all the way from1990. |It's not that difficult.
Do a door-to-door assessment of what has happened since
the 1990s and conpare it with what el se has happened in
the state, local, regional, and national MIBE cases.

It's an easy lift. Aong with that | want you to | ook at
what | |ooked at when | |ooked at scientific studies.

Al'l scientific studies get changed. The nunbers get
changed. Toxicol ogy was a passion for a semester. \What
| learned fromthat is that the numbers of long ago don't
apply today. The nunbers 20 years from now won't apply
now. A good exanmple of that is childhood |ead poisoning.
Twenty years ago used to be 15 micrograns per deciliter
of blood. Today, as anybody in the Departnent of Health
will tell you, it is now down five mcrograns per
deciliter of blood. There is talk at the EPA and WHO of
reducing that nunber, and you know as well as | do that
after you get to five, the only place you can go is zero.
Those are the nunbers you should be dealing with. |
woul d suggest that you look at a 20-year review on both
sides of today's guidelines for assessing health risk
for, health risks for proposed air pollution sources.
Look at a 20 year, look at the standard twenty years ago,
| ook at today's, predict, look at the nunbers, the
difference, is it a threefold, fivefold, tenfold

i ncrease, decrease, rather. Look at 20 years from now,
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and it's inportant to | ook at that 20-year horizon
because a power plant of this nature won't change their
turbines in 20 years. The life expectancy of this power
plant is 40 years. Forty years fromnow what will the
standards be, 20 years fromnow, five years from now,
what will the standards be, and where shoul d our nunbers
be even before the plant is switched on and put in
operation?

In your draft advisory there are a number of areas
that need further study, and | would strongly suggest you
do that further study wherever it's suggested that
further study needs to be conducted nore research needs
to be adhered to. Do the research. Do the studies. |If
you do a study on the Resilient Rhode Island Act and air
quality, right now in Rhode Island you will find that we
actual ly neet the Resilient Rhode Island Act. W neet
the tenets of those reductions. This one power plant, if
you want to look at, well, howw Il this one power plant
i mpact the air emssions of the State of Rhode Island as
a whole? This one power plant will increase by 30
percent over today's em ssions.

There are other areas that we should | ook at. |
have witten down sone of those areas and will submt a
paper both in witten formand e-mail formto the
Department of Health, but what |'d like to | eave you with
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Is this thought that the actions that we take today,
whether it be witing an advisory opinion, coming up with
research studies, only pertain to today. W can | ook at
with ease, with ease, of what a predictive nodel would
| ook like, three, five, ten years down the road. To ne
that's what |'mlearning in ny courses at Bryant
University, howto | ook into the future and say what wll
be the inpact of this power plant over the next five
years, ten years.

That's the conpassion, and that conpassion is what |
expect fromour Departnent of Health. Thank you so nuch.

MR MODERATOR  Irene.

MS. WATSON:  Sorry. | didn't know | was
next. M nane is Irene Watson. [|'ma nurse
practitioner. |'mhere to discuss sone of the concerns
have regarding the proposed plant and the Departnent of
Heal th advisory draft letter. |'msorry to say that
other than the noise inpact | feel that the other health
I mpacts have been gravely underestinmated. The noise | do
agree with, and | do think that the recomrendations for
the purchase of properties subject to noise |evels that
cause serious annoyance and al so disruption are in order.
As far as electromagnetic fields, | think that point is
kind of nmoot, because we already have themthere, so
there is nothing we can do about that. The drinking
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water, | do not agree that the MIBE containment wells are
not a health concern at the tine. W do have a |aw.
You're probably famliar with that, and it's been

deternm ned that the Pascoag wel| cannot be used as a
water supply. | nust state it does not say that it

cannot be a potable water supply. It says it cannot be a
wat er supply. We know that there is an inability to
remove 100 percent of the (inaudible) fromwells, and we
know that the return to wastewater treatnment will be
concentrated after the process at the plant. Al though

| nvenergy agrees that the water will be inproved and have
quot ed Santa Monica contam nated well's proves this can be

done. | would like to remnd you that this took 14 years
to acconplish and took over 165 million dollars to
operate and make that plant. | doubt, I'mnot sure, but

| doubt that Invenergy has that sort of treatnment and
support for Burrillville. It's interesting that
| nvenergy has asked Harrisville to use their water supply
now which will further deplete the aquifer, that's a
meeting later on tonight, and deplete our aquifer nore,
which we are already in a state of a drought this year
V¢ know that water is essential to life, and we know that
the 1SO has shown us that the electric plant is not
essential tolife at this time.

Air pollution and specifically asthma is one of ny
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concerns. |'mnost worried as one of ny coll eagues
Kat hl een pointed out about the particulate matter, and
the Department of Health summarizes that the air quality
does not exceed the national air quality standards, and
the cunul ative inpact would not result in adverse health
effects. | believe, as Kathleen does, that we are just
on the edge of discovering the effects of snal
particulate matter. It is something that will be quite
important in the future. It has now been linked to

i nflammation throughout the body, leading to

cardi ovascul ar disease, and it has been witten that the
smal |l increases in particulate matter of 2.5 which is now
considered below the NPA limts, raise nortality or cause
of people over 65, and that data was gl eaned from New
Engl and from Harvard, Dr. Schwartz, from Harvard

Envi ronnment al Academ a Bi ol ogi cal Departnent by Medicare
and zip codes in New England. | also at the tine of
information would like to tell you a little bit about the
research that | have found on this, that it has, studies
have shown that the exposure and the devel opnent of
arteriosclerosis disease is caused by systenic

i nflanmation, and human studi es have shown that effects
appear to be nediated by inflammatory cytokines, and
elevations in C-reactive protein. Also, acute exposure
of particulate matter causes changes in the coagul ation
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and platelet activation, which provides a nore proxinal
link between particulate matter and coronary artery
di sease. So we know that C-reactive protein increases
and al so coagul ation mal formations cause it. There is
al so considered rapid thronmbosis formation due to it.

As far as the pul monary part of it, that's of a
particular concern to ne. | know that people in the
audi ence here know that |, nyself, have asthma but mne
is, | guess, not as mgjor of a concern as it is to
children. Children are much nore susceptible to
particulate matter, and | happen to have a grandson who
has asthma who will be |iving about 1500 feet fromthe
proposed power plant, and he also has a condition called
central congenital hyperventilation syndrone. One of two
people in the State of Rhode Island who does have it, and
about 600 people in the world who have it. He has a
di aphragmatic pacemaker, so air quality is of nost
concern to him So when people deliberately say if one
person will be injured, | can tell you one person will be
injured I know of, and that will be my grandson

As far as the pul monary concerns, it says that
children who have been found to nmove fromareas of higher
to lower particulate matter concentration had increased
growth in their lung function, and those who nove from
areas of lower to higher concentration had decreased
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growth in lung function. Even children with better lung
function were susceptible to new onset asthnma when
exposed to higher levels of particulate matter

The other concern regarding particular matter is one
that we don't always think about, but you know, we al ways
wonder, the March of Dines and premature birth, well, the
Wrld Health Organization estimates that particul ate
matter air pollution contributes to approxi mately 800, 000
premat ure deaths each year, ranking it the thirteenth
| eadi ng cause of rmortality worldw de, however, many
studies show that the relationship is deeper and far nore
conplicated than originally thought. Particulate matter
Is a portion of the air pollution that is made up of
extremely small particles and |iquid droplets containing
acid organic chemcals, metal, and solid or dust
particles, which, actually are able to go deeper into
your lungs. So, it has been found to raise premature
births.

And you have also stated within your advisory
opi nion on page 16 that you admt it's not possible to
predict asthma-related inpact specifically to the
proposed facility, and | believe that there is some
evi dence that shows that we could be stronger on that
opinion, that we could say that it wll affect asthma.

As far as our emergency response and prevention, |
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think we all can safely state here that we, as a town,

are generally, as a region, are woefully unprepared for
any catastrophic inpact fromthis plant, and | believe
that's enough said on that issue.

Climate change and (inaudible) does not hel p Rhode
I'sland nmeet the Rhode Island Resilient Act and will not
hel p us becone fossil fuel independent. W know natura
gas is worse than coal even if only three percent |eaks
through the lifecycle of the plant. Before the Aliso
Canyon disaster in Los Angeles, the U ntah basin,

National Cceanic and Atnospheric Adm nistration found a
six to 12 percent |eakage rates for natural gas and found
a 17 percent loss in the Los Angeles basin. So they're

| osing 17 percent just from|eaking pipes and from

em ssions before there was a catastrophic event. Harvard
studi es have found that the US Shield (inaudible) overal
had increased the gl obal nethane em ssions by nmore than
30 percent. W cannot afford as a society to use nore
natural gas as a bridge to renewable energy. This is
what we have been told over and over again, that we need
touse it as a bridge. And | say it's just suicide. And
my wish is that the Department of Health will come out
with a stronger stance and opposition to this plant as a
line in the sand nessage that we as a society in Rhode
Island will not tolerate fossil fuel but rather support
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only renewabl es going forward. W have a chance here to
be a national |eader that puts its citizens and its
pl ants over noney.

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you, lrene. Jen.

MS. BAILEY: ['mjust going to state ny name
quickly. M nane is Jennifer Bailey, but | also want to
mention that there are two very inportant nmeetings right
now, and this is one of them being the Department of
Health, but there is also the Harrisville Water
Department meeting that a | ot of people are stepping out
and then will be comng back in after that meeting to the
Department of Health, so | just wanted to make mention so
you understand why people are conming in and out. And |
know t hat sone people have signed up, like, for instance,
ny husband who woul d have been after ne, but he's going
to that neeting. So when people step back in, if they
coul d just squeeze in after they come back in in order to
speak, that would be wonderful. Thank you

So let me just start here. Good evening, ny nane is

Jennifer Bailey. |'ma resident of Burrillville, Rhode
Island. | have ny Master's Degree in Science, and |
practice anesthesia. | want to address some of the many

heal th concerns with the proposal of Invenergy Power
Plant in Burrillville. [Invenergy has proposed building
one of the biggest power plants of its kind in New
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England. It will be less than five mles fromthe

bi ggest power plant in Rhode Island. Both power plants
will reside in the small town of Burrillville. There are
many risks that outweigh the alleged benefits of this
proj ect.

So let's just look quickly at the need. In the
heal thcare field our providers take a Hippocratic Cath to
do no harm So if a patient comes in for a procedure and
there is no need and/or the risks outweighs the benefits
we will not do the procedure. Here |SO NE states that we
have enough power. The press release, enclosed, and
will give you a packet, states there are sufficient
resources even with the other power plants in the region
comng offline. Actually, there is a surplus. Not only
Is there a surplus, but they predict a .02% overall
decline each year for the overall demand of electricity
in the region.

If there is no need, and we know there are major
health concerns, if we are follow ng the H ppocratic
Cath, the plant would not be built.

There are many areas you touch upon in your advisory
opinion for the Cear River Energy Center.

El ectromagnetic fields, noise, drinking water quality,
air pollution, asthma, enmergency response, prevention
climate change, and health. For tine's sake, | wll
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focus on a few.

Let's start with electromagnetic fields, EM. You
state that research is inconclusive with pediatric
cancer. Research in this field started in the US around
1990. There has been less than 26 years of research, and
research has found very significant health inpacts. Your
heal th report dism sses any health effects of EMF, which
is not the case through the current research. There are
links between EMF causing diabetes, multiple sclerosis,
attention deficit disorders, asthma, and many nmore. In
2006 studies support three percent of the US popul ation
having el ectro hypersensitivity and 35 percent having
synptons of electro hypersensitivities. This is
significant and means that people are becomng ill by
high voltage lines along with cunul ative effects from
other forns of electricity they are exposed to on a daily
basi s.

Light Pollution. Next, let's talk about Iight
pol lution, and a lot of this does pertain to the noise
pol lution as well. Your advisory opinion did not focus
on light pollution fromthe plant, which is another major
health effect. The population in this area |ove their
dark-ni ght skies, one of the many reasons why many have
nmoved out here to Burrillville. There are a slew of
negative inpacts on human health and safety fromlight

Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500





©O© oo No o WP k-

NRORODNONNNRPR R R RRRERR R
OB WONRFP OO®OmMNOOOTO~WNERERO

Page 49

pol lution. Being exposed to blue light, in particular
li ke that of a power plant has been linked to obesity,
depression, sleeping disorders, cancer, diabetes and
nmore. Like nost life on Earth, humans adhere to a
circadian rhythm our biological clock, a sleep-wake
pattern governed by day-night cycle. Artificial light at
night can disrupt that cycle. Qur bodies produce the
hormone mel atonin in response to circadian rhythm

Mel atonin hel ps keep us healthy. It has antioxidant
properties, induces sleep, boosts the inmmune system

| owers chol esterol, and hel ps the functioning of the
thyroi d, pancreas, ovaries, testes and adrenal glands.
Ni ghttinme exposure to artificial light, especially blue
l'ight, which is that of power plants, suppresses

mel atonin production. The scientific comunity is
studying the range and conplexity of circadian disruption
and the role of melatonin suppression fromtoo nmuch
artificial light at night. Scientists are finding an
undi sput ed connection between sufficient sleep and good
health. On the 15th of June 2009 the Anmerican Medica
Associ ation al so adopted resolutions that support the
reduction of light pollution and glare. 1In 2012 the
Anerican Medical Association has recognized |ight at
night as a carcinogen and a health risk. Ongoing
research continues to probe the connection between
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natural darkness and human heal th.

Air pollution, about a nonth ago, there was a visua
depiction of all the power plants and the proposed power
plants in the area which | have enclosed, and actually,
Renee came up and showed us the depiction here, which was
very helpful. That depiction, that picture that she
used, does not include power plants from Providence,
Johnston or the proposed power plant in Providence. Not
only do we have the health effects fromair pollution
from numerous other power plants in the area but we are
addi ng one of the biggest of its kind in New Engl and at
1000 negawatts to add to the cumul ative health effects.

A research article | ooked at the association between
residential proximty to the fuel-fired power plants and
the hospitalization rate for respiratory diseases. There
was a high significance of respiratory illnesses and
di seases that required hospitalization in the area.

Unli ke notor vehicles, which is another source of air

pol lution, fossil-fuel-fired power plants are stationary.
According to Invenergy's application the CO2 al one
emtted fromthis plant would be the equivalent to adding
750, 000 vehicles. That's alnost two tinmes the amount of
vehicles that we have registered in R today and that
would be in a current pristine location. That is not
taking into account any other cumulative effects from al
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the other power plants in the area. And it is not taking
into account many of the other known chenicals and
carcinogens emtted fromthe plant in pounds per mllion
on a daily basis, which | think Mary Jane Bailey touched
upon sone of that.

When view ng hospital data from 1993-2008, research
supports a high incidence of asthma, acute respiratory
infection, and COPD. The research continues to exam ne
air pollution exposures and associates it with increased
risks of not only respiratory but cardiovascul ar disease,
central nervous system di sease, pregnancy conplications,
triggers for asthma attacks, higher rates of bronchitis
and prenmature death.

Water pollution, the plant is using unprecedented
MIBE contam nated water, which is wells 3 and 3A which
were court ordered sealed in affiliation with you, the
Department of Health, in conjunction with a court order.
According to the court order, this well was never to be
used for a water supply. This means a water supply for
any purposes. According to Rhode Island General Law
42-98-2 the applicant, and this is EFSB [ aw, the
appl i cant needs to have a high quality water source.
|'ve read docunments from both DEM and the Departnent of
Health that are referring to the water source as an
industrial use. |If that's what you are considering this
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water source, then it's against the law, because it is
not a high quality water source. It took Santa Mbnica
California 10 to 12 years for their first well that was
contam nated with MIBE to come back online. They are
currently still remediating other wells that were
contam nated. Experts have educated us on the proper way
to remediate the wells. They stated that we need to
renedi ate the MIBE at the source of the contam nation
which is currently not near the location of wells 3 and
3A. Instead, if this plant was approved, we woul d be
i gnoring expert opinion and letting a power plant use up
to 924,000 gal lons a day, expelling it into our sewer
system down our rivers and up to 2/3 of it into our
atnosphere. This will have the possibility of polluting
all other water sources in the area. Realistically, this
coul d contam nate our wells in town and we coul d
potentially lose an entire town's water supply. | hope
you are addressing this health concern in your advisory
opinion. The world has |ess than one percent
availability of clean drinking water in the world. This
Is not a wise option, where there is no dire need of
electricity inthis area. |If there were a dire need
| SO-NE woul d state there was a need

In the end with no need and numerous heal th
concerns, environnental inpacts, et cetera, this plant

Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500





©O© oo No o WP k-

NRORODNONNNRPR R R RRRERR R
OB WONRFP OO®OmMNOOOTO~WNERERO

Page 53

needs to be stopped. It should not be approved, period
The application should not have been able to get beyond
the application status according to EFSB | aw without a
high quality water source. After reviewing all the
cunul ative effects fromexisting power plants,
Burrillville is already hosting the |argest power plant
in R, two conpressor stations, one doubling in

expansion. This is not liberty and justice at all. It
is environnental injustice and will inpact our health in
nmany ways.

Pl ease, in your advisory opinion to the EFSB, | urge
you to protect the health of Rl and firmy state that the
heal th risks do not outweigh any alleged benefits. Thank
you.

MR. MODERATOR  Eva.

M5. ROSELLI: Yes, Eva.

MR. MODERATOR: After Eva we'll take a quick
br eak.

MS. ROSELLI: A lot of things were already
said, and | would not |ike to repeat back to back. |
want to just mention a fewthings. | also started (sic)
the work of Union Office of Concerned Scientists |ike one
of the other men speaking here regarding farmer. And
there i s nothing good about fracking technology. As
somebody el se said we woul d be here dying with cancer
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Ve woul d be dying with asthma. There would be noise

whi ch would need to interfere with our sleeping pattern
with our lives. It's very hard to function normally
under constant noise. W would even be having
earthquakes whi ch were obviously not good for our health.
I"'mtrying to stick with the subject of not healthy. W
woul d have nethane gas. W would be breathing methane
gas as a normal part of what's happening with functioning
of this power plant, and that's just normal function.
That's not even possible accident, and a | ot of accidents
are happening |ike there was an explosion in California

| ast year. It took themnonths to be able to stop it.
There were floods in Texas which flush toxic carcinogen
chemcals with waters and basically there was an
environnental disaster. There is no way to stop it. W
are not prepared to stop it. The technology is deadly,
even when functioning correctly, but what | really want
to talk about is what's already happening here in our
commnity. It's been already nonths, many nmonths when we
are dealing with this life threat, and a [ ot of people
here are working very hard preparing for meetings, giving
speeches. People don't normally give speeches. They are
under enornous stress and a |ot of extra work. Let ne
ask, who here is not affected by stress related to the
power plant, anybody? The one person is not affected.
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(Unidentified person raises hand)

MS. ROSELLI: No, no, everybody here is
real ly affected, and stress, constant stress, we are
tal king nonths and nonths. | don't know, |'mvery
grateful that you're here, but | don't know if you
realize how many meetings are here last nonth. | think,
| don't know, it was |ike five different meetings. Today
there are two. | thought 1'd have a break tonorrow, no
tonorrow i s another one, and it's all very stressful
Basically, | started taking panic pills, because I am not
a public speaker, so what do | do to speak? | need to do
something. You see constant stress lowers inmnity. So
there is a big problemalready just because of the
process. Fromny point of view, should be after one
meeting, after recognizing what kind of technol ogy
| nvener gy proposed, things should be basically stopped,
because they also, they also do solar. They do wi nd.
Sonehow they were bringing us the nost toxic thing they
could. Some countries even stopped themlike Germany as
wel | as Scotland. Scotland is not a country, but they
are trying to be, they conpletely stopped fracking,
because it is so toxic. So we are basically dealing here
for over the months with a life-threatening event,
because many of us woul d die here, and the constant
stress we are going through is making us sick. What also
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happens, because so many neetings are happening, and
nobody tells us, okay, it's over, people start feeling
power|ess, and that's really no good. There is sonething
about power|essness which |eads to depression, and if
people start losing their health as well as their houses,
because their houses will be worthless financially,

real |y, nobody would buy them they can't nove out, a |ot
of people in this kind of situation commt suicide. So,
there are also other risks of that sort which nobody had
mentioned here, but that | thought | will bring it up

but there is really a problemhere

So last month | was in Europe. | was on vacation
and | had to still think about what's happening in
Burrillville, and honestly speaking, | don't even own a
house here, | could just move on, pick my choice and
nmove, but this is so inportant. It's not just about
Burrillville. This plant would basically put in enornmous
area, that the air quality, the wind would go up to 30
m | es around poi soning people.

So | want to tell a little story, so | was in |ast
month, like two weeks ago, | was in this amazing old salt
mne fromthe Mddle Ages, and they showed us salt kind
of Iike shaped |ike this size, just a brick of salt.

They said in the Mddle Ages this brick of salt could buy
you two villages with people, and suddenly | thought
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about Burrillville, what's happening here, sonebody is
buying us, noney for a [ot of people. Money is so

i mportant that our lives, our well-being, and we are

tal king about thousands of people who would | ose their
health. It's Iike not such a value. For a ot of

peopl e, nmoney, it's like worshipping God in this country,
which really, really worries me to the point, and | want
to bring it up, it's not a pleasant subject, but | want
to bring it up that even organizations which are neant to
protect citizens of our country like FDA or ADD, Anerican
Acadeny of Pediatrics, they receive donations frombig
corporations, fromneat conpanies, so this is an exanple
of legalized bribery, which is happening in this country.
Qur politicians that receive noney, they receive noney

al so because of the elections, but it's really for the
system here that noney is more inportant than life, and
pl ease, do not be that organization. Please, hear us,
because thousands of people are fighting here for their
wel | -being, for their health, to the point of their
l'ives.

MR. MODERATOR: W& are going to keep nmoving
along. I1'magoing to invite the next five people, and
just remind you all to be respectful of the tine, so we
can get through everybody. W're only halfway through
right now the people who have signed up
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So the next five people, Jereny Bailey, | believe
he's not here, but he'll be back, | understand, so Denise
Pot vi n.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Can | make a quick
announcement about the other hearing before people go to
that. So the other hearing, just so people know, it has
been noved to the Assenbly Theater, just so fol ks know.

MR. MODERATOR:  So Denise, and then we have
Cynthia and Raynond. |s Raymond still here? Ckay.

Geat, and Mary, and Stephanie, | believe. Next upis
Deni se

MS. POTVIN. M nane is Denise Potvin. |
live in Harrisville, and what | want to talk about today
is not all the things that everybody is talking about,
not what you guys have witten in your advisory opinion
draft, not really anything that's nmade the papers. It's
an interesting thing. 1 drive to work every day down
Route 7, or often down Route 7, and when | do, during the
summer when the Ccean State Power Plant runs out of its
capacity of water that they can wthdraw fromthe
Bl ackstone River, | notice, and |'msure we have all seen
these flaggers in the road stopping people on 102 and
letting the water tanker trucks go in to fill up the
Qcean State Reservoir that they use as a backup plan,
their plan B. The problem!| find as | drive down Route
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7, these tanker trucks are coming out of what | believe
I's the Superfund site right near Colonial Kennels, and
they're loading up water w thout any oversight, and
because they're using these trucks that are hired, they
are trucks that leak, and so as |'mdriving, if I'mgoing
on the northbound side comng home, half the road is
soaking wet all the way fromthe bottom where 104 is,
because sone of those trucks come that way, and al so when
they come out of that Superfund site where it's gated,
private property, no one is allowed in there except these
water trucks. | don"t know where they're getting their
water from what kind of quality this water is. It is
under the radar, and these trucks drop their | oads,
because the trucks all rust and leak, and we're all
driving behind with the spray of this water kicking up
into our faces and in our intake to the air vents.

Heaven forbid those poor neighbors who Iive along that
strip of road don't know, they're out in the yard,
there's peopl e wal king dogs through the water. They
think it's just water. They don't realize that this is
very likely Superfund site water, and these trucks fil

up the pond, and Ocean State brings it all in and

| aunches it up into the air with their turbines, our air,
and this is stuff that the DEMfinds out about. There is
peopl e who tell on them and they get shut down, but I
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think I"mcorrect, they were in trouble for doing the
same thing in Uxbridge, they would go steal their water.
They steal water fromother tributaries fromthe

Bl ackstone River. So they're not only avoiding the
restrictions about how much water they can take out of
the Bl ackstone, but they're finding creative ways,
because it's like a heroin addict, they need water to
survive. It's their blood. And if they don't have their
water, they will go to any length, just like a heroin
addict, to find water, even when it's not safe.

So, inwiting, in their application, all the things
that they do, they say all these nice things about how
proper they're going to be, and they have attorneys that
vet it all, and don't say it that way, say it this way,
and in the end that's not what they do. They're
poi soning us. That's it. Thank you

MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you. Cynthia.

MS. CROOK PICK: 1'mgoing to |let Ray take
ny spot.

MR TRINQUE: Hi, ny name is Raynond
Trinque. | read your draft, and | was so di sappointed
with the MIBE section that | was going to read a letter
from M. Rtsema did a study in 2002 but technol ogy has
let me dowmn. So | think that this is going to |ook nore
like my regular testimony. First of all, you mentioned
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that there were 80 people. | counted a high watermark
toni ght of 147. What's going on is there are two
meetings that are pulling people in two different
directions. One is your meeting, which is extremely
important. The other is a meeting where they're going to
ask the water district in tow to provide drinking water
to cool this plant. [It's very difficult for people.
They're going in all different directions. This is part
of the shenanigans and tonfoolery that |nvenergy has

subj ected us to.

V¢ have been in this particular roomfive or six
times. Ve overflowed it the |ast neeting we had with the
Governor of over 600 people. There are 606 seats here,
so | don't want you to think that there is a lack of
interest. Wen we talk about the tension, as Ms.
Roselli said, there is tension. W are all sitting here
trying to testify, so we can go to the next neeting. |If
we are at the baseball field with our kids, we are
worried about whether we should be at another neeting.
That is a legitimate concern.

Al so, Invenergy is not only getting into the
skul I duggery and stuff, but they've also outright |ied.
They' ve published articles in the |ocal newspapers or
| ocal shoppers' guides that has incorrectly identified
the date, times, and places of neetings. They've
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admtted on the stand that they lied on the stand in
other cases. This is a conpany you cannot trust. This
company is not going to treat us |ike Mdther Nature
treats us, so let's get serious about |nvenergy.

| live a hundred yards from3 and 3A. MW wife and
our nei ghbor both got brain tumors, and ny wife survived
and ny neighbor didn't. Wen | |look at the woefully
i nadequate portion of your draft that deals with MBE, a
tear comes to my eye when | look at it. | said, you got
to be kidding. These are the people that are going to
take care us of, and this is what they've got. This is
it. You're fighting a major, major corporate politica
monster, and if you are going to be of any effect, you
have got to be stern, and you have got to use your
know edge and your intestinal fortitude to say what's
really true, and that is that this isn't going to help
anybody. This MIBE is the same. |'mgoing to put in the
letter fromM. Ritsema but the fact of the matter is he
stated that in 2002 that carbon filtration was totally
I nadequate in order to clean the massive MIBE spill that
we have. At the time it was the largest spill in Rhode
Island. It is considered the largest spill in New
Engl and, and at one point it was considered the |argest
spill in the United States. W don't have to imagine
what it would be like to be poisoned. W have been
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poi soned. W are not going to trust Invenergy to take
care of us. W would like you to help take care of us.
One of the things that was nentioned was where the MIBE
water is going to go, and it's going to go to the

wast ewat er treatment plant here in Burrillville, and then
it is going to go into a tributary of the Blackstone
River. It's going to go into the Clear River. There is
no sane idea of this, and the problemis, is that even
using our, our polluted well 3 and 3A, that's not enough
for Invenergy, they need to get our drinking water, and
the other nmeeting that we are trying to get out to, that
you see people comng and going to is a meeting that, you
know, the local water board is being asked to drill wells
on Invenergy's dine so that we can provide clean drinking
water to cool their nmega nonster. It can't be allowed.

It can not be allowed. We are not going to use our |ast
cup of drinking water to cool this plant. | wouldn't use
nmy last cup of drinking water to cool St. Jude's
Hospital. The fact of the matter is it's insane. It is
i nsane, and by the way Invenergy is, they've got the
money. They have got, they had a paid consultant, who is
now at that other meeting, representing that water
district, it sounds |ike a conflict to me, well, maybe
not, he said that we could take baths and swmin the
MIBE water, we'd be perfectly healthy. This is what
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Invenergy is doing. This is what they' re saying. This
s what they're putting forth.

| always say that if you lie to me once, if you lie
tone twice, if youlieto me three tinmes, you're a liar.
Ladi es and gentlenen, you cannot trust Invenergy to take
care of our health. That's your responsibility. You
hel ped us back when the MIBE spill came, we appreciate
it, because we didn't end up like Flint, Mchigan. We
didn't end up with years of brain damage and chil dhood
il nesses. W at |east got on top of it. W solved the
problem In M. Ritsema's letter, he said that the
battle was won when we were able to buy water from
Harrisville, and that's true, that was 2002, but that
battle still goes on, because we are still paying
exorbitant amounts of noney for water fromthe
Harrisville Water District, because after mllions of
dol l'ars and many years of well drilling, the Pascoag
Water District has not been able to locate a water source
that is adequate for the village of Pascoag, and now, the
other meeting down the street is about finding a water
source that is on the other tributary to the Clear River,
which is the Branch River, which is in nuch worse shape,
and we are now going to take clean drinking water and
cool a power plant. [It's unbelievable, but bottomline,
| adi es and gent|emen, anybody with one of these knows
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that this is not good for the health of the people here
inBurrillville. You have hel ped us once, help us again.
Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you, Raynond.
Cynt hi a?

MS. CROOK PICK: H, I'mCynthia Crook Pick
I"'mfromHarrisville, Rhode Island, and as you have heard
fromthe residents of this town, it is very clear to the
board, as well, that this project is not being pronoted
or accepted very well. Kathy Sherman read the mssion
statement of the Rhode Island Department of Health. It
I's your obligation to prevent disease and protect and
pronote the health and safety of the people of Rhode
I'sland. How can you factually prove this proposal from
| nvenergy Power Plant is not a health risk to the people
of Burrillville and Rhode Island? | don't think you can.
The air quality, the exposure to pollutants, noise, the
potential recontam nation from MIBE tainted water. It's
ridiculous. The air quality alone that you wote in the
report is rather dated. It doesn't take into effect
everything that is going to be happening to us. W have
two power plants here, we will be sitting in the mddle
of a four-and-a-half-mle radius of two massive power
plants. W have Ccean State Power, which | [ive one and
a half mles from and now!| wll have this one
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four-and-a-hal f-mles away.

| personally have respiratory issues. | spent seven
years of nmy life travelling back and forth to Zambarano
Hospital, because | have tuberculosis. | was diagnosed
with asthma when | nmoved to Burrillville. | fear that it
wll only get worse if this power plant is built. It is
a severe hazard to ny health. | amalready using
inhal ers, and steroids, and quite frankly, if this goes
in, I think | will, like a lot of residents, we will

nmove, and that will create another issue for Rhode
I sl and, because you will not have the income or the
residents to pay the taxes that you need to keep the
State goi ng.

| remnd you that you have an obligation to protect
the residents of Rhode Island and Burrillville. You nust
be firmin your advisory opinion. |f this proposed
facility can potentially harmone person of the State or
this town you nmust oppose it. And fromyour draft, there
are nany reasons why you shoul d oppose it. |'mgoing to
read you one fact when | close. Article 1 Section 2 of
the Rhode Island Constitution states, the laws are for
the good of the whole. Burdens to be equally
distributed. Al free governnents are instituted for the
protection, safety, and happiness of the people. All
| aws, therefore, should be made for the good of the
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whol e, and the burdens of the state ought to be fairly
distributed among its citizens. Burrillville is already
bearing nore of the burden than any other part of the
state. That said, this plant is not a good idea. It's
not needed for Burrillville or Rhode Island. Thank you

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you, Cynthia. Mary?

MS. RYAN. So | cane in late, and |'m not
really clear who's representing the Departnent of Health.
|"'massunming it is the four of you. You're the attorney,
right?

MR. MODERATOR: Right.

MS. RYAN. So I'mgoing to address the four
of you. M nane is Mary Ryan. | live here in the Town
of Burrillville in the village of Mapleville, and | am
going to speak. Sone of you are famliar to me, because
| think I'mprobably famliar to you a little hit,
farmer's market, and the (inaudible) that people are
nutty about, right? So, the four of you, can | ask
before anybody, you know, | say what | have to say, how
many of you were here 16 years ago when the MIBE crisis
happened, were working at the Department of Health? So,
the reason why | ask you this, if you could all |ook at
me just for a mnute, you're all, you're hearing probably
some hostility, and it's probably, you know, a little
unnerving, and I'magoing to say this to you with al
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sincerity, you're the face of some of the individuals,
sadly, that we were betrayed by 16 years ago, and so a
ot of the stuff that you're hearing fromis fear,

terror, frightening, because we lived it. W're the data
that long termEPA is going to be looking to see the

di seases that happened without, sadly, 1'mgoing to be a
little graphic, and | hope that this canmera can kind of
like, but | had a small coffee shop in Pascoag, the
Village of Pascoag, and | lost ny business as a result of
the water. Al sunmer long, there were people that came
in aside fromsome of the health issues that

experienced with ny, as well as ny husband, and ny

chil dren unknow ngly, because it wasn't disclosed to us
that the water was contam nated until the Departnent of
Heal th did come in and tell us in September, but
nonet hel ess, there were women and nmen that cane in with
severe respiratory illnesses all sumer long. They were
very, very sick. There were wonan, and you know, when
you' re someone who has a coffee shop, they confide in you
like, kind of, like, really intimately, and there was,
there were woman who didn't know each other, men who
didn't know each other, but would stop in and kind of
talk, and you know, woman were bl eeding rectally,

bl eeding vaginally, not in a healthy way, and it was
related to the water. There were people who cane in wth
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severe, severe bronchitis. There were ten of us that
went to the court. | was instrumental in filing the
petition, the injunction, to shut the wells down. So, |
have firsthand know edge of the experience and the fact
of the matter is that we had found it necessary to have
to go to court which was disgusting. There were nonths
that went by where nobody helped. So I lost my business.
| left, but | continued to pursue, because | witnessed
the illnesses, and as a citizen | felt it was ny
responsibility. The tip of the iceberg was there was a
young little child who was six years old, and every tine
she literally sat on the toilet seat, the back of her

|l egs would, and | witnessed it, they would peel off of
her legs, like peeled, like literally. It was awful, and
|'ma nother, and that's what drove ne to do what | did,
and | was sickened by the politics. And 16 years later
was horrified to be driving down the street and asked for
a sign to say I'mgoing to support you in your efforts to
prevent this power plant, but | was horrified when the
young man told me that they were considering using this
contam nated water, this MIBE filled water. | was, |iKke,
absolutely horrified. There is a court order that's
still in effect, if you're Invenergy you were aware of
this as was the Department of Health, and as | had been
reading | saw that there was a letter of intent to begin

Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500





©O© oo No o WP k-

NRORODNONNNRPR R R RRRERR R
OB WONRFP OO®OmMNOOOTO~WNERERO

Page 70

submtted by Invenergy along with the PUD. Now, |'m
going to tell you a little bit of background. The PUD
last time, 16 years ago, was able to, you know,
successfully pit state agencies against one another. Pit
fam |ies against one another, the water districts against
one another, and while they just sat there. They
actually got a five mllion dollar settlement three years
ago. Part of that settlement was intended to clean up
the water. To ny know edge, they have never spent a
penny on trying to clean up the water. Secondly, they

al so, my understanding is that DEM whatever remediation
had been done was done by DEM and the PUD, again, did
not contribute anything to that effort. So | read in
here that Invenergy has this letter of intent, and in it
it refers to, let me see, it refers to a, quote, consent
order dated Decenber 28, 2001 that was, that they relied
on to support their decision and their determnation that
they were going to reactivate the wells. | spoke with
June Swal | ow today, because there was also to be at the
request, we were able to obtain sone docunments that we
bel i eve were al so submtted by Invenergy and PUD to the
Department of Health which 1'mgoing to read this, part
of this one document is, states, approvals if required to
activate well 3A, and the docunent here |ooks like it's a
portion of a panphlet of some sort, and it says, this is
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real ly inportant, as a result of contam nation of wells
nunber 3A and 3, nunber 3, and under a consent order
signed, speaking of the same consent order that they were
tal king about in their letter of intent, in January 15
2002, PUD is prohibited fromusing water fromwells
nunber 3A and number 3 except, quote, for remediation of
the contam nation as directed by the director of health,
the Departnment of Environmental Management, water
resources, or other appropriate state officials, but in
no event shall the wells be used. Two, and Invenergy
and/or PUD inserted a word that is not nor was ever
intended to be there, drinking water supply. This

| anguage that | just read to you and quoted had not hi ng
to do with any consent order that was issued by the
Department of Health. There are two orders. One of the
orders is a consent order that was actual ly signed on
February 7 of 2002, and that consent order was in
response, it was a DOH consent order, that was in
response to a directive fromthe Department of Health on
Decenber 28, to appear before themfor the revocation of
their ability to utilize well 3A for their water. They
took the | anguage from another order, which is a Superior
Court order, that Superior Court order intended, because
| was there, and | have the | anguage, and |I'm happy to
provide you with a copy, but I'mpretty sure that the
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Rhode Island Department of Health has one already, and in
that order, | was there, | was there for the decision
and the judge was very specific that he was very
concerned about the flow of water and the contam nation
in contamnating Harrisville's water supply or any other
wat erways. Now, Invenergy and the PUD has represented
that the water doesn't have to be, or it's not going to
be, as matter of fact, they have highlighted this fact on
their part, that the water is not going to be potable, it
is not going to be clean, so don't worry about it, we're
not flowng it to have anybody drink it. We're just
flowng, | think the termnology is industrial grade
Vell, the industrial grade, if the acceptable level is
twenty parts per billion |ess than or |ess than five
there's been instances across the test wells that have
shown 55,000 parts per billion, and the order that was

i ssued by the Superior Court is still in effect. That
didn't go away, but in Invenergy's application they
submtted that their flow of water was inconformty wth
the consent order, again, referring to the Department of
Heal th never disclosing to either the Department of

Heal th, or maybe they did, but not to the EFSB in their
application, not to DEM that there was an order in
effect which, by the way, they have to address, and they
shoul d have never been allowed to walk into the EFSB,
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because it was based on a false pretense. Now, when

al so read the application, | saw that there were
references to Pennsylvania and said why are they talking
about Pennsylvania, and there was a couple of references
to, not that this is not irrelevant they referred to
Rhode Island as Rhode Islandia, so |'mlike, what. So,
the information that they referenced about Pennsylvania
seemed to be irrelevant to Rhode Island, and definitely
didn't have any, there were too many references that were
inconsistent. So | went to Pennsylvania because the
first thing I thought of, I said, this sounds like a
cut-and-paste application, so I'mgoing to go to

Pennsyl vani a and see what's going on in Invenergy. And
sure enough, Invenergy was rejected just a few nonths ago
by, | believe it was Elizabeth County, and they were
approved by another county called Jessup County, and when
the residents appeal ed, Invenergy asked for sanctions
which is pretty equivalent to a slap suit, so that's big
corporate behavior, but I know you know that. And what
does this have to do with health? These people are
willing to flow contam nated water at any |evel, at any
cost and transmt it three-and-a-half mles fromthe
wel | head to a huge facility that's going to w pe out tons
of trees, which, again, is going to inpact the health and
safety of a community. The statute that EFSB has to

Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500





©O© oo No o WP k-

NRORODNONNNRPR R R RRRERR R
OB WONRFP OO®OmMNOOOTO~WNERERO

Page 74

foll ow includes their decision-naking, includes the
reliance on how safe is this project and how it would

i npact on the public safety and well being of the
comunity, and they're relying on you to do so, and |
know that's probably a big burden, but they're asking
you, and one of the concerns | had aside fromwhen | read
your advisory, your draft, is that | spoke with June
Swal | ow t oday and June Swal |l ow indicated that, well, you
know what, the Department of Health doesn't have the
jurisdiction over this matter, and she said, because it's
not drinking water, it's industrial grade, so it's not a
problem And throughout the application, and in other
materials the Invenergy corporation has inplied, or

i ndicated, that they have met with the Departnent of

Heal th nultiple times, as well as DEM and | know that's
true, but they certainly have utilized the Department of
Health, in particular, to sort of advocate that you
support them And so as a matter of public trust, it
becomes chal | engi ng, because you are the face of the same
peopl e who betrayed us 16 years ago, and |'mreaching out
to you and saying | don't accuse you of anything. | saw
what happened. | saw what the PUD did the last time, and
they were able to successfully have internal argunents
with state agencies, with water districts, and others,
and so | inmplore you to pay close attention to that. And
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i f you have it, to please review the application, and I'm
going to provide, not tonight, but I will provide to, is
it Barbara, | will provide a copy of the transcript of
the decision of the court, the order of the court, a copy
of the consent order that they're referring to, a copy of
this document, which was provided by Invenergy with the
| anguage that's msrepresentative of what the court order
said. So, they really can't circunvent the court order
at all. And this has caused a | ot of madness, a |l ot of
costs, there is police presence here. There's been
police presence here every neeting. The Town of
Burrillville has now spent $175,000 in legal fees.
They' ve spent nore than $100, 000 more than was budgeted
for for consulting fees. The State of Rhode Island has
met multiple tinmes, the Departnent of Health, the
Department of Environmental Managenent, the EFSB, all of
these costs, we are running around like idiots for a
company from Chi cago who doesn't give any concern about
who we are or our health.

MR. MODERATOR: Mary, |'mgoing to ask you
to wap it up, please.

MS. RYAN. Well, | have --

MR. MODERATOR: If you need a lot nore tinme,
you can conme back after everyone el se has had an
opportunity to speak
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MS. RYAN. That's fine. Hang on. | just
want to say something, and | respect what you're saying.
UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Harrisville just shut

it down.

( APPLAUSE)

MS. SHERVAN. The voice of the people are
bei ng heard.

MS. RYAN. So what |'mgoing to dois as a
courtesy, I'mgoing to present a letter, 1'mgoing to

present a letter to you, Barbara, and |'mgoing to ask
you to distribute them and I'malso going to ask you to
l ook internally, | ook at what's going on, because this
conpany is utilizing you particularly to advocate its
position and for so long the State of Rhode Island is
suffering for it.

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you, Mary. You can
| eave your docunents right there. Stephanie.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Wi ch one?

MR, MODERATOR: Looks |ike Haeley (sic).

MR SLOWN. | will go. | wll go, because

' mgoing to be quick. | had a whole speech prepared.
M/ nane is Stephanie Sloman. |'mfrom Pascoag. | had a
whol e speech prepared. | have a 12-page report here for

submi ssion, but | notice that Invenergy is sitting over
there, and | refuse to speak and read ny speech in front
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of these people. | don't think they should even be here,
frankly. W are doing everybody's job. W are doing all
the research. W submt the reports. W are giving
Invenergy ideas. Oh, that's right, we made a m st ake,
quick, let's do a supplement. I'mtired of it. So, this
Is my report. Thank you, Invenergy. Thank you very
much. Here's ny report. This is ny speech.

MR, MODERATOR:  Thank you, Stephanie. And
Is there another Stephanie present?

MS. HARDY: So | don't have anything really
prepared to say. Wiat did you say his name was, again?
This guy, sir, what was your nane again?

MR. MODERATOR:  Stephen Morris.

MR HARDY: And you work for the Departnment
of Heal th?

MR. MODERATOR:  Yes, my nane is Stephen
Mrris, and | work with the Departnent of Health,
correct.

MR. HARDY: You're a rep for thenf

MR, MODERATOR:  No, | work for the
Department of Health. Did you have sone coments?

MR HARDY: | just wanted to see who | was
talking to. | don't feel like | have to be up here and
comrent. This is a joke, right? This is ridiculous that
peopl e have to come down here and tell you why it's a bad
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idea. You can't even nake it sound like it's a good
idea. To have these meetings and have people cone down
here. You guys forgot |ead pollution. [|'mjust going to
have to not talk, because | will probably get kicked out.
Have a good day.

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you. N ck.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Kat kovi ch.

MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: He's coming back
| ater.

MR, MODERATOR: How about Kathy? 1'Il come
back around if they're not here now. Another Cynthia, it
| ooks |ike Lussier. Thank you.

MS. LUSSIER  Good evening, ny nane is
Cynthia Lussier. |'ma resident of Pascoag. | live on
A d Wallum Lake Road. So, | provided a document or a
series of docunents when | cane in, and |'mnot going to
reiterate what other people have already said, but it
really is not about this power plant, but it's about the
power plant that is proposed for the Killingly site, and
my purpose in doing that is sort of piggy-back on what
the first speaker tonight spoke of, and | think it's
i mportant when the Departnent of Health does an advisory
opi nion or makes recomnmendations one way or another, that
they look at, it can't be | ooked at in a vacuum | think
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we have to |ook at, really look further out, especially
in a state |ike Rhode Island where, especially in a town
like Burrillville where we have Massachusetts just a
couple of mles on one side and Connecticut just a couple
of mles to the other side. So, | think, we have to | ook
at when we | ook at its inpact or the impact that this

m ght have on our community, | think we have to | ook at

it as nore of a regional inpact to our comunity, and
think it's inmportant that when the Departnent of Health

| ooks at this application and drafts an opinion that they
| ook at the conbined inpact that these power plants will
have, because it's not just the two that we have already,
it is going to be the third one, plus what's com ng over
to us fromjust over the state line. So, | would ask
that if you haven't done that already that you consider

| ooking at those inpacts, and revise your opinion.

My concern in, also | think is |ooking at what we
know as town residents and peopl e who have been invol ved
in this process is the inconsistencies fromone docunent
that this conpany has provided at one tinme, and then when
it gets questioned it changes, and when, you know, |ike
we tal ked about initially the height of the stacks were
going to be, | believe, 220 feet, and when there is
questions raised about that, well, nowthey're going to
be 200 feet. There was questions raised about the
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concentration of ammonia. Oiginally it was going to be
20 percent, and when people tal ked about conpliance with
the EPA standards suddenly it becanme 19 percent. So that
they didn't have to be in conpliance with EPA standards.
Another issue is related to the anount of water usage.

Ve heard that it's going to be one amount, and yet, when
| requested a copy of the letter of intent with the
Pascoag Utility District Invenergy insisted that the
anount of water that was going to be utilized was
redacted. So that what is the real nunber? Do we know
what the real nunber of gallons per minute or gallons per
day at peak is conpared to any other tinme? M point in
mentioning this is that this company has lied to us
repeatedly. If you don't like the answer, just wait a
coupl e of days, and they'll give you another one, and so
it's hard for nme, and | know it's hard for you to wite
an advi sory opinion. Wen we |ook at it, we don't know
what information you have really been given, if it's true
or not true, and if, you know, if you have questions
about it, don't worry, they'll change it to whatever you
want it to be. These people are nore |ike chamel eons
than anything we have ever seen before. So, | guess, you
know, that's nmy concern is how, even if you draft the

opi nion and you submt an opinion, what's it based on
because we really don't know.
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So | didn't want to repeat what other people had
said. | guess ny last point is, and you probably dread
havi ng yet another nurse stand before you tonight, but ny
| ast 18 years of my career | worked for the state, by the
way, at the Eleanor Slater Hospital Zanbarano Unit. The
| ast 18 years ny career was as the infection control
nurse. At least, that was the title of the job when
took it. Shortly afterwards, the infection control nurse
popul ation decided that what they really do is not
control infection, but our role was to prevent
infections, and so | think when |, when | ook to the
heal th department for guidance on issues, or when | had
to call themfor, to nake reference, make referrals, or
to report conditions or concerns that | had, | |ooked for
t hem because they were, for all intent, they were our
experts in this state, and | think, you know, their role
was always, and | think | sort of took away from that
what ny job was was to prevent things from happening
That's what my job was as an infection control nurse at
the hospital, was to take a ook at a situation and to
prevent the worst thing from happening. So what |'m
asking for you to do is take your report back, look at it
fromthat point of view, and |ook at it from preventing
the worst thing fromhappening, and | think, if you | ook
at it fromthat point of view and your role in our state,
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and what we look to you for is to prevent these things
from happening, and we are counting on you. | hope you
won't let us down. Thank you

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you. Let ne go back
and call sone of the people that may have just appeared
Jereny Bailey. |Is Jereny here? And Mary Gauvin, and
Nick, | won't say it, and Kathy Mantley.

MR BAILEY: Al set. H, Jereny Bailey,
Burrillville, Rhode Island. | mssed sone of this, and
I'mtrying not to be redundant. | have crossed off a
lot. Thank you for producing a draft and letting us
comment on it. There were sone areas where you did a
very good job. There were other areas where | felt |ike
it mght have been Friday afternoon, and you were just
trying to get hone and neet a deadline. | know, |'man
engineer. | have been there. One of the areas is in the
area of water, and | would like to read that. Wile
groundwat er withdrawal s fromthe MIBE contam nated wel|s
or the processed water are not a health concern at this
time, these wells may not be used to provide water to the
plant's offices. | feel like you guys had a very huge
msstep on that one. | would like you to go back and
| ook at the health effects fromthat well. Not only
from you know, a potential chem cal contam nation, but
that well has been court ordered shut. So, it's been
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ordered shut by the court, in opening that, there are
many people in this roomthat were affected by that,
that's going to cause mental issues, anxiety, depression,
to name a couple of them So, there are, this scope is
not just |ooking at a power plant. This is |ooking at
every piece of that power plant in the health advisory
opinion that you need to give on that and you really need
to tune in on the water, and you need to talk about not
just to the chemcal effect on the water, but if the
court ever allowed that well to be open, the nmenta

effects and other ill effects it could have on those
peopl e.
Nunber two, | just want to get this out there, and

get this in the public. W have been told by the
governor and many people to trust the process. And it's
very difficult for us to trust the process when I'm
readi ng through 600 pages of transcripts fromlast
January where Invenergy is testifying to the EFSB that
they' ve met with DOH and said that DOH were in support of
this plant. So when | hear things like that, |'m
thinking, well, how can we trust this process when six
nmont hs ago Invenergy is testifying that the DOH is
already in support. So when | read that, | think, okay,
they're going to hold this hearing, because it is
required by statute, and after that, they're just going

Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500





©O© oo No o WP k-

NRORODNONNNRPR R R RRRERR R
OB WONRFP OO®OmMNOOOTO~WNERERO

Page 84

to do whatever they can to say, well, you know, we really
can't conclude everything, which a lot of your report is.
| just caught the tail end of G ndy Lussier's speech, and
| have a feeling she said a bunch of what |'mgoing to
say right now. You needed to put this --

THE STENOGRAPHER:  Sir, you need to sl ow
down.

MR. BAILEY: Sorry, the last meeting got me
alittle fired up right now. \hat was | talking about?
Cindy Lussier -- so when | look at these things, |'m
| ooki ng through your advisory opinion, and a lot of the
things |I'mseeing really bug nme, inconclusive,

i nconcl usive, not enough research. Well, a study, they
can be linked to health effects. A study may not prove
there is a negative health effect, but they can be |inked
to health effects. And not to nention ny nother
testified earlier there are many chemcals that wll be
emtted fromthis power plant that are, the sanme

chem cals that conme out of cigarettes. Wll, if those
chem cal s cause cancer in cigarettes, |'d like to see
this report talk about that that some of those conponents
have been known to cause cancer and touch upon that a
little bit, because | notice that the word cancer wasn't
mentioned once in your report under air quality. There
was another area that you nentioned it in, that was ok
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but you really need to strengthen up the |anguage, |ike
M. Sherman said, and you really need to expand the scope
and real |y expand upon these area, and you really need to
be forthcomng and really tell people the negative health
effects that we all know, whether or not they're |inked,
or whether or not studies showed, and | believe there's
been a lot of great testinony here fromour nedical
professionals that will show that, but | want to make
sure that we see that in your final draft. Thank you,
very much.

MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you, Jereny.

MS. GAWIN Hello. I'mMry Gauvin. A lot
of people touched on tons of the issues, so | won't
rehash them | want to bring up Ccean State Power Plant
for just a mnute. Ccean State Power in 1994 had a | eak
with one of their oil tanks. It |eaked 9,700 gallons of
oil. They had a vapor cloud, also, in 1994 that caused
an evacuation of about 50 people. In 1997 they were
caught stealing water from Uxbridge, which caused wells
there to go dry. So when we talk about incidences that
can happen at these types of facilities we are talking
about that fromfirsthand know edge, because these things
have happened in our town. So, we want those questions
to be taken as serious as possible for the worst-case
situations that could happen, because those have been
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happeni ng

| also want to bring up something with the air
quality. At our planning board neeting, the experts, our
experts that our town hired didn't have a | ot of
information to give us. They had mssing stuff, so they
couldn"t comment on a lot of the stuff, and air quality
tone, istone, the water and the air are the two
issues. The rest is inportant, but those are the nost
inportant. So, then, at the zoning board, our experts
didn't even show up. So, again, when the question of air
qual ity came up we only had the expert from Invenergy
here. So the question was brought up about Buck Hill.
Buck Hi Il sits 160 feet above this proposed |ocation.
Now, with the em ssion tower at 200 feet that puts the
residents on Buck H Il just 40 feet bel ow the em ssion
tower. | imgine that if they came with an application
saying we are going to put the emssions towers at 40
feet there is no way that that would be something that
was considered. Their own expert said, yes, you wll
have many nore em ssions hitting the ground, because
there is just less, there is less roomfor it to settle
So, for residents on Buck Hll, in particular, thisis
very concerning, and we haven't had any experts that
weren't paid for by Invenergy to do any studies and
reassure the residents. | live on the top of Buck HII.
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My kids live on the top of Buck HIl. So, to ne, | want
to know if that 40 feet where that em ssions com ng out
and hitting ny ground, hitting ny yard, | want to know
and | don't want Invenergy's experts to tell nme. | want
sonmebody who's looking after the health of the residents
of this town to tell nme that that is a safe place to be
and that is safe air to breathe, because there is no way
|'mgoing to believe 40-foot-tall em ssions stacks over
the ground level my home is safe. And I'mnot going to
bel i eve that one expert by Invenergy, and | w sh our
experts had come, because | would |ove to have that
particul ar question answered. So | would urge the
Department of Health to | ook at that very specific thing,
because Buck H Il is not far fromthis. It is directly
adj acent to the proposed site, so that is a very big
concern. Now, the air quality is a concern for every
single person in Burrillville. It's not like it is safer
tolive in a town where there is tw power plants, two
conpressor stations, an interstate pipeline thinking that
the air quality is going to suffer, but | would urge that
you do consider looking into the height of Buck H Il and
the residents that are on there, because the effects are
going to be significantly higher for them and that needs
to be addressed by the people who are | ooking after the
heal th of the people, so that's you guys. So do | ook out
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for us. GOkay. Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you. N ck?

MR KATKOVICH: |'m N ck Katkovich from
Providence. | just want to start off, you know, to Iike
the fol ks from Department of Health, just so you all
know, a couple of weeks ago, the governor, G na Rainondo
was sitting right there, and when she was sitting there,
she said if there are any issues with this power plant
then it shouldn't be built. So, that's, you know, your
boss, in a way, saying that she wants to know the truth
about this power plant. So, | hope you all do your job,
you know, after hearing all of these great comrents from
everyone tonight and do a deeper analysis on the health
i mpact of this project. | just want to, you know, add
onto what fol ks have already been saying about the MIBE
water. One thing, of course, not all of the MIBE gets
cleaned out of it by the tine it reaches the power plant,
and a lot of that air will evaporate, | forgot how many
hundreds of gallons of water will evaporate. | think
your health assessnent didn't mention the inpacts of
airborne MIBE. The Del aware Health and Social Services
Department rel eased a study about airborne MIBEs. | can
just read like a paragraph quote fromthat. It says
ani mal studies of airborne MIBEs showed nervous system
probl ens as the nost common effect. For about an hour
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the animals acted drunk. They becanme |ess active, fel
down, and had partly closed eyes. Some rats and mce
died, and sone had nose and throat irritation. Long-term
problenms were | ess weight gain, kidney disease, cancer
and enlarged livers. There were birth defects in sone of
the young. So, | think the inpact of airborne MIBE can
be added to the analysis. A so, of course, MIBE |eaking
fromthe water source, and, you know, other water
supplies, you know.

| think your report, you did talk a |ot about the
sound, the noise, but | feel there could have been some
stronger |anguage about, you know, if this sound can't be
mtigated, the noise can't be nmtigated, and it poses a
health risk, then this project shouldn't be built, you
know, having sone nore harder conclusions. And | know
the town's experts, when they're tal king about noise, it
w |l be nearly inpossible to take sonme nmonunenta
engi neering feat for Invenergy to neet the noise
standards that they put in their application.

The other thing that | think can be added to the
assessment, during construction of the proposed power
plant, | can't renmenber the exact nunber, | can submt it
|l ater on, it's between 3,000 and 4,000 heavy duty
18-wheel er trucks will be comng up Route 44 into
Burrillville. Mst of those trucks will run on diese
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fuel. So what's the inpact of thousands of trucks
getting stuck? And if you all know the roads in
Geenville and everything comng up here, there is a |ot
of lights, thereis a lot of traffic, so what's the

I mpact of thousands of idling diesel fuel trucks in a
downt own area?

The DEM you know, there is so nany filings and
reports, but the DEM | can't renenber where it was,
know it was with the Energy Facility Siting Board, they
tal ked about how the cunulative inpacts of all of the
projects being built up here needs to be anal yzed
toget her, wholistically.

| nvenergy, when they first proposed the project in
the Providence Journal, they said that this project was
going to be connected to the expanded Spectra pipelines
as part of a project known as Access Northeast. Access
Nort heast is also going to expand the conpressor station
inBurrillville, the Spectra Conpressor Station, so those
two projects should be viewed as one project, because our
friends fromlnvenergy said that was the case, so | hope
that the Departnment of Health takes their word for it.
There is al so the other power plant in Burrillville, the
ot her conpressor station, and | think the inpact of al
of these need to be calculated together with Invenergy's
proposed proj ect.
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In terms of climate change, | nentioned this at
anot her hearing. In Pakistan this year villagers were
preenptively digging mass graves in preparation for the
t housands of people that are going to die fromclimate
change, and this is a real serious health threat to our
whol e civilization and to people around the world, and
would just really inplore the Department of Health to
find the courage to really speak up, and really say the
facts that if this project is built it's going to hurt
public health. There is no other way around that. And
will just really inplore you all to have the courage to
say that. You can look at the New York Departnent of
Heal th. The State of New York banned fracking a couple
of years ago. The reason was, the governor said if this
is bad for health, we shouldn't frack. They did a big
heal th study, and they said that it is bad for health, so
now fracking was banned in the State of New York. So
there is a precedent for that, you know.

| would just like a couple of nore asks, | would
encourage the health departnment to either push the DEM
or push for your own air nodeling to be done up here.
I"mnot sure if you' re solely going on Invenergy's
records, but | think independent air nodeling would be
really good. And | think a project of this size, and
it's going to inpact particularly with the MIBE water
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calls for a full health inpact assessment, not just an
advi sory opinion. So | wll just request that the
Department of Health, you know, make that clear that a
project that could potentially have so many devastating

i npacts, you know, should require full independent health
ri sk assessment. Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you, Nick. | would
like to call the next five speakers. Kathy Mantley. |Is
Kathy here? Taylor Badessa and Karen Pal mer and al so
Senator Fogarty. Senator here?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: The senator had to go
hone.

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you. And Deb, is
there a Deb? ['mnot going to try and pronounce the |ast
name. | can't quit read it, and also Jason.

MR. BADESSA: M name Tayl or Badessa. | was
born and raised here in Burrillville, and I'm thankful
for it. I, first, want to thank everyone who came out,
| ots of supremely well-qualified, highly-educated people,
and you know, we are not all experts, but this right here
makes us all experts if we choose to be, you know.

I gnorance is bliss, but it's not an excuse for this
proj ect.

As far as fracking goes, basically toxic chemcals
are punped at high pressures into the ground. Like
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someone el se nentioned, states have already banned it
completely. Presidential candidates are touring the
country vowing to ban it conpletely. Fracking itself has
only made its greatest stride in the last two decades.
It"s not even truly proven through. | had nentioned this
whole thing to an old Arny buddy of mine who lives out in
Gkl ahoma.  The first thing he nentioned was the seismc
consequences. So | dida little bit of research. In
Okl ahoma as a state 3.0 on the Richter scale or higher
they average nine earthquakes of that magnitude a year
In 2015, that's the year it was 309. As far as emergency
prepar edness goes, our whole town, all the villages, we
all operate volunteer fire, rescue, not to nention that
with the other power plant mles away, Burrillville is
basically a forest fire waiting to happen

As far as white pollution goes, especially at night,
you know, with our clear skies, Invenergy has said that
this proposed project, this proposed power plant would be
1800 feet away fromthe closest resident, which is
approximately a third of a mle. Eighteen hundred feet
I's unacceptable. Air pollution, you know, Zambarano
Hospital, which was nentioned previously, it's about a
mle away. |It's founded in the early 1900s, | believe,
1903, and the site for that hospital is literally picked
because of its air quality. Aso, to dowth air
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quality, Buck HilIl is one of the highest points in Rhode
Island. Qur prevailing winds in Rhode Island flow
west/northwest, so if there is even a speck of a hint of
any air pollution, Burrillvilleis literally the worst
town in the State to slap it in. Burrillville has over
20 bodies of water, 25 state recreational areas, eight
state conservation areas, and it just |eads ne to the

bi ggest issue in my eyes, is the whole MIBE thing. So in
case anyone doesn't know, methyl, tertbutyl, ether

met hyl nethane, greenhouse gas contributes to gl oba
warmng. In fracking three to 7.9 percent of nethane
seeps into the atmosphere during operations, butyl,
butane, that's lighter fluid, ether, that's starter
fluid, you know, these dangerous chemcals. Twenty
states, including Rhode Island, have banned MIBE as a
gasoline additive. The World Health Organization has

rel eased known carcinogens contained wthin MIBE. MIBE,
especially in the water, there is an airborne concern as
wel |, but MIBE itself, due to its solubility, spreads
extrenely quick and far reaching in water. And this MIBE
contam nated water has to travel three-and-a-half mles
fromthe well to the power plant. Virtually inpossible
to expect that there woul d be no seepage or |eakage at
all. And lastly, you know, this was a crisis for us back
in 2001, literally a crisis. | nean, you have to
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consi der dozens of people got sick, varying degrees, and
these dozens of people that got sick, thisis only a
matter of four nonths, and this was w thin Rhode Island,
within Burrillville, within the Village of Pascoag very
concentrated illnesses, basically. You can't ignore the
fact that these people got sick. It was in a short
amount of tine, and it was isolated to one village within
this town.
| just want to say, | haven't even had the

opportunity to read your draft, but all of these other
comments, | hear a lot of things about, you know,
inconclusive matters, and, you know, if the Departnent of
Health is truly looking after the health and safety of
the residents anything inconclusive in ny eyes is a
no-go. W should err on the side of caution. And with
that being said, just, please, help us keep Burrillville
beautiful. Thanks.

MR. MODERATOR:  Thanks.

MS. PALMER: H, ny nane is Karen Pal ner,
and |'mfrom Cunberland, Rhode Island. The reason I'm
here is that | feel that this is not just a local issue
for Burrillville. | feel likeit's an international
issue. | have famly in Gainesville, Florida, outside of
Gainesville, Florida, and they're trying to build a
pi peline across their property, and they have sinkhol es.
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V¢ have property just a couple of mles away with
sinkholes on them So, it seems to me that, you know,
they're trying to push these things forward, but it's not
real |y based on true science. So, | feel like, | also

work in the nedical field. | do diagnostic testing and
there have been a lot of patients. | work with children
and | seemto be working nore with the elderly. 1'mjust

very concerned about the health with the generations to
cone. Gobal warmng is real. There may be a few people
who deny that, but we all knowthat it is real, and the
second thing is that | think we all know that there are
del eterious effects to using frack water or due to
fracking itself. So there may be people who say these
things are safe, but in actuality there is no scientific
basis to say that this is indeed not the case.

So there's been so nuch talk already this evening.
| don't want to reiterate what other people have said. |
am going to leave a few things here, one is it's called
Project TENDR, T-E-N-D-R and it's Targeting
Envi ronnent al Neur o- Devel opmental Risks, and it's their
consensus statenment, and so it tal ks about, you know,
|i ke, when you tal k about fracking you think of gas, and
all of that other stuff, but actually we live with
products that are made fromthese, the gas and the oi
that is actually drilled. So you're using cosnetics that
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have these elenents in them It is in all kinds of
supplies. It's in your frying pans, these special frying
pans, and it's in just about every aspect of your life.
There are these beautiful carpets, but in these beautifu
carpets if they aren't wall art or sonmething like that,
chances are they are these remants of gas fracking
income. W are living init. So it doesn't matter where
you live in your state, in the country, in the world,
you're being affected by absolutely all of these things,
so | think those need to be considered as well.

| can't see any reason why this is even being

considered. | have grandchildren. ['mconcerned about
their wellbeing. | want to nmake sure that the Earth is a
cl ean enough environment for themto be able to live in,
So, that's all. And | wll have nore papers to submt in
the comng days. | wll bring themdown to the office.
Thank you.

MR, MODERATOR:  Thank you. Jason or Deb.

MR OLKOABKI: Hi, good evening. Thanks for
comng to listen. It's getting late. So, thanks for
your attention. So ny name is Jason O kowski .

So, first, | want to thank you for your work. You
guys do incredibly inportant work and you know, the
Department of Health, and you're here tonight, you know,
listening to a lot of our concerns, a |ot of our, you
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know, frustrations, and | want to take the opportunity to
thank you for the good work the Departnent of Health does
every day, really as to alnost the |ast |ine of defense
protecting our citizens against many different forces.

So, | have young children. | think if you don't have
young children you don't think about these things. You
go along living recklessly and dangerously, and you have
kids and you start thinking about these things. So

want to thank you for that, and | want to tell you just
li ke those young children throughout the state that you
protect fromlead and many different substances, we need
your help here in Burrillville. W need your help badly,
and we need your courage, and you are, in effect, our
last line of defense as it relates to the health risk
being associated with this plant, and all health risks,
the ones directly fromchemcals that people are speaking
about, as well as the ones, |ike, depleted water
availability and quality. You're our last line of

def ense against all of those risks. So we are here
tonight. W are saying we need you to protect
Burrillville like you protected so many other communities

and citizens in the past. And based on that, | would
like to echo the concerns that many of the other citizens
have said. | would like you to take a position that

expresses and calls out risks rather than expl aining
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where individual itenms are not a risk. A great anount of
di ligence has gone into the draft version of your report.
|'ve read through it inits entirety. There is a lot of
information in there, a lot of information that was
pul I ed fromother sources and responses, data request
responses that were made by the applicant, so a large
amount of diligence was put into this. At the sanme tine,
| have to be honest, it has the appearance of, in sone
sections, of kind of checking the box, and it's in those
sections, in particular, that we would like you to pay
nore attention, because we need you. Again, you're our
last line of defense. W need you to instead take a
position that exposes and calls out those risks rather
than explaining where there aren't risks.

Certainly, | don't think, I think none of us here
want another Flint, Mchigan. None of us wants to
presi de over one of those stories that becones a nationa
disaster, and there is a lot going on that's unique to
this plant, and | think that's the thing that when people
come to Burrillville and listen to the story and spend
some nore time |looking at the details, everybody wal ks
away, and hopefully you will as well wth appreciation
for this. Thereis a fairly along list of things that
are unique to this plant. | think oftentines people are,
li ke, what's the problen? W build power plants all over
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the place. Well, we don't build power plants all over
the place that are powered by one that's contam nated
with MIBE. W don't build power plants all over the
place that are resulting in a clustering of plants al ong
the sane pipeline because each individual state, even
t hough we have an interconnected energy grid approves
power plants in a vacuum And I'mnot going to bel abor
that. You saw a great graph illustration earlier
Hopeful Iy you have an appreciation for the clustering
that's happening in this region, and you have heard sone
of the other things I think that are unique to this
project as well regarding its location. So, this is not,
you know, business as usual even though this is the type
of thing that you guys deal with all the time. Please,
peel back the layers of the onion and realize that there
are some special things related to this project that need
to be called out, and that you guys need to caution and
warn against. You nust take a different position where
you're actively and proactively warning and saying we
shoul d not do this because of X versus only saying we
recommend that, you know, if you do this that you | ook
for available mtigation opportunities.

So, with that, | wanted to go through a couple of
these items in detail through the different sections, if
you would allow me just a couple of more minutes to go
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through this. So, | want to skip to, I'mgoing to skip
el ectromagnetic fields, and I'mgoing to go to section
five around noise. Starting on page ten, you have sone
comrents in here that recognizes the potential inpact of
noi se, but that it was, the full inpact of the noise
generated by the operation of the plant, of the new
turbines, of the conpressor station in conjunction with
existing noise levels is inpossible to predict.

Therefore, Rhode I|sland Department of Health reconmmended
that if the CREC facility is constructed the facility
shoul d work in conjunction with Algonquin to mnimze the
nei ghbor hood noi se inpact to the extent possible. Again,
| think we need stronger |anguage here. W need to say
if this plant is approved, then you nmust do X, Y and Z.
You nust demand. You're the only person whose opinion
wll be respected that way. | can say that. [|'mnot a
health professional. |'mnot part of your department and
your organization. It carries nuch nore weight when you
guys, if you are actually concerned that if it makes the
kind of noise that would disturb people, that you need to
call that out specifically in here. So, let me give you
an exanple here. So, the frequency in question that's
emtted by this type of power plant is known as a highly
ranged frequency, and these frequencies are extremely
sensitive at the highest-to-md-range frequencies wth
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the slightest boost resulting in a huge change in sound
That's the high-to-md-range frequency. So if this plant
was to not be able to meet the sound requirenents,
keeping it from being heard from people, the frequencies
that the people do hear are going to be very disturbing
to them It's not just a lowrunbling noise that you

m ght expect in some sort of factory. It's this sort of
frequency that happens in startup and shutdown that is
particularly disturbing to the human ear. | think
something like that, that sort of information is the sort
of stuff we would be | ooking for you guys to call out.

So that those who are charged in approving this plant
real |y understand the potential health inpacts.

So let nme just get to Section 6, drinking water
quality. So this one has been covered quite a bit
tonight, so | don't want to belabor it again for you, but
once again, | want to read fromthe report, Page 10,
excuse ne, Page 11, Section 6. These concerns include
possi bl e groundwat er depl etion, possible contam nation of
drinking water wells, exposure to MIBE and ot her
contam nants and pol | utant concentrations in discharged
water. Now, those concerns aren't listed in your summary
of conclusions. Those concerns are listed in the
background section that have been brought up by others.
Those concerns need to be noved to your summary and
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conclusions and issued as a warning. Again, striking the
| anguage. In the summary conclusion you said, while
groundwat er withdrawal s fromthe MIBE contam nated wel|s
for process water are not a health concern at this tine
these wells may not be used to provide water to the
plant's offices. So the only position that you guys took
as it relates to MIBE was about the use of the water of
the enpl oyees there. Do you know how that strikes the
town here. |'mjust being honest with you, as a resident
of the town looking for ny Department of Health to
protect me. The only protection that you built into your
report was that of protecting the enployees of this
plant. You did list in the background. You did list as
concerns in the background, but you did not pull them
forward as part of your sunmary and concl usions. Again,
if you don't, no one else is so, please, help us.

Let me skip to Section 7 for air pollution. So,
firstly, again, | want to call out as it relates to
pol lution, the clustering. This is sonething that's
unique, and is increasingly unique to this plant and to
this area. There is no nention of clustering in the
report anywhere. There is no nention that says that any
sort of approval should be contingent upon a review of
all current and future plants to be built in that area.
| don't think that there is any report that exists today
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that exam nes the health inpact of this many plants in
this small area. That needs to be called out. If you
guys are aware of that study, reference it? If you're
not aware of that study, call it out, and say this plant
shoul d not be approved if we don't have a study that
confirms that this sort of clustering is okay.

| want to draw your attention to a study that was
published earlier this year, in January of 2016, in
Environnental Science Processing Inpact. It was a study
fromthe Royal Society of Chemstry, a teamof scientists
in Canada. | know it's funny to be talking about snow
when it's so hot and when we are in the mddle of sumer
but it's inportant to point out, because as you know, we
get a lot of snow up here in Burrillville. So, the study
found that snow in urban areas soaks up tw ce, soaks up
the toxic and cancer-causing nanoparticles that are found
in car exhausts. The snow appears to be very effective
at renoving those particles fromthe air, but then they
are, of course, enbedded in the snow. Snowflakes and ice
particles with various types of surfaces, including
several active sites that can absorb various gasses or
particulate pollutants. Marissa Araya (phonetic) a
professor at Yale University and the |ead author of the
study said, the research teams collected the snow from
the study froma fracker company in Mntreal where it
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snows five nonths out of the year. Sounds a little bit
like Burrillville in some years. They neasured the |eve
of toxic conpound particularly found in car exhaust, |ike
benzene, toluene, ethyl xylene, and xylene which are also
considered to be either carcinogenic, harnful

devel opnent, or a respiratory irritant. They found that
after one hour, just one hour of exposure to exhaust
fumes, the concentration of those chemcals in the snow
pack increased dramatically. So the findings suggest a
need to study what happens after the snow nelts,
according to Professor Araya, since the snowis clearly a
tenporary sink for pollutants. Em ssions of such toxins
m ght increase rapidly as the snow nmelts and the
chemcals are re-released into the environnent. So, why
did | bring up this study? As per the application, these
very same chemcals will be emtted fromthe proposed
plant. Now, we are being told that the chemcals wll be
exposed through such force of a plant that they' |l reach
into the upper atnosphere, | ask you what about the days
when it's snowing really hard up here in Burrillville.
Foster-d ocester no school. W have all heard that on
TV. W know how nuch snow we get up here. This study
certainly bears some additional exam nation by the
Department of Health, | would think, and I'm happy to
provide that to you. On page 13, excuse me, on page 14,
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it says the Rhode Island Department of Health plans to
review the HRA as well as RIDEM s permt eval uation and
w |l have the opportunity to supply comment during
RIDEM s public conment period, if indicated. Again, |
woul d ask you to take a nmuch stronger position here and
demand to have the opportunity to both review, coment,
and give final say regarding their final recomendation
regarding the HRA as well as RIDEM s permt eval uation
| think guys you have earned that right as the Departnent
of Health

So, let me nove on a little bit nore quickly here.
As it relates to asthma, Section 8, on page 16, under
Summary and Conclusion it says w thout an in-depth
research study or conprehensive Health Inpact Assessnent,
it is not possible to predict asthma-rel ated inpacts
specific to the proposed CREC facility. Well, | say
let's demand a study. Let's demand the appropriate
research. If not you, then who else? | recomended that
we strengthen the language there. 1In page 17, simlarly,
it says without further research it's not possible to
determne the extent of the inpact or the level of inpact
this facility would have on individual or population
heal th. RIDOH Departnent of Health, recomrends that if
this CRECis to be built all possible steps be taken to
reduce harnful emssions and mtigate the health inpacts
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of emssions. Again, | recommend that you take a
stronger position on that. We'd like to not have the
risks reduced. W would like to have themelimnated. |
think if you have lived here in this area you woul d have
that feeling as well.

Emer gency Response and Prevention Section 9, pages
19 and 21. This is a, this is getting into the chemcals
and the types of conbination of materials that are going
to be stored on site. Again, the Rhode Island Departnment
of Heal th reconmends that the nodel also be run w thout
the assunption and that emergency planning consider the
results of the nore conservative nodel run including the
potential for offsite consequences. This is, inrelation
to the fact that Rhode Island Departnment of Health does
not have the sufficient information available to
reproduce the nodel that was run. Again, | would say,
you know, don't reconmend that the nodel be run w thout
the assunption that you guys don't |ike, denmand that as a
condition of approval that the nodel be run. Strengthen
this. This is our life. W live out here. This is
i mportant. Rhode Island Department of Health strongly
recommends the fol |l owing regarding storage of the
facility, of anmonia at the facility. Again, you list a
coupl e of very good recomendations. | say we demand as
a condition of approval, not reconmmend.
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As it relates to the hazardous chemcals, | think
not enough attention was paid to the transportation of
those. A lot of good details about the storage of them
on site, and the way that they need to be handl ed, and
protected, and the training that needs to be provided to
the enpl oyees that work there. | think you guys did a
good job of outlining that. I'ma bit concerned about
those of us who live around this town and are going to
have these vehicles transporting these chemcals, the
di esel fuel, the amonia, the hydrogen, thundering down
our roads is that nmore care be taken and called out to
the transportation and potential risk that coul d happen
i f accidents were to occur. Again, if not you, then who?
|"mquite sure that the EFSB is | ooking to you to cal
out those concerns, and if you do not call out those
concerns, then they mght say, okay, | guess there is not
a concern here of a spill that would potentially affect
the people of Burrillville. | can tell you, and I think
the testinmony of many others before nme did a nuch better
job than | could of telling you we don't have a hazmat
team The closest one is not close enough, and | think
that needs to be called out in this advisory opinion as
well. A'so, the places where these trucks are likely to
crash and cause incident. Several of these intersections
and roads are very close to waterways, very easy to
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contam nate those waterways with significant downstream
inpacts to both citizens, as well as, you know, animals,
and other forms. So, again, that information needs to be
called out. It needs to be specified here in terns of
the transportation and the potential risks and inpact of
t hese.

So, lastly, as it relates to climte change and
health, | think Nick Katkovich did a great job of saying
that climate change should really be incorporated into
the Departnment of Health. It is humans that are going to
be inpacted by this in this area, particularly a state
that has 400 mles of coastland, are particularly
vulnerable to the effects of global warmng and clinate
change here in Rhode Island. Your sunmary and
concl usions of climte change and health state both
consi dering the expansion of the fossil fuel energy
system Rhode I|sland Department of Health acknow edges
the potential effect on climte change nust be
consi dered, project by project, and conmunity by
communi ty. Rhode Island Department of Health supports
the Resilient Rhode Island act goals and thus supports
any locally requested exam nation of alternative energy
sources and/or plants. |f and when determined to be at
all possible the Rhode Island Department of Health
supports efforts ained at carbon em ssion reduction and a
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devel opnent of alternative renewabl e energy sources. |
think | get what you guys are trying to say there. |If
you're trying to say that we should prioritize

devel opnent of renewabl e sources that don't have a
negative inpact on the environnent, if that's what you're
trying to say, come out and say it, go ahead and put it
there just like that.

And here's why? And this is ny final comment. |
think I have taken enough of ny time. Cimte change is
a macro issue. These nmacro issues sonetimes seemtoo big
to change, affect, or inpact, and inertia is a very
powerful force. Doing nothing is so much easier than
doing something. Climate issues are a macro issue that
are fought and won at the mcro level, at the |ocal
| evel, and here is one plant in one town that if you're
concerned at all about climate change you can have a
voice to inpact. So don't forget, the macro issue is
defined and won or lost in the mcro issues in the |oca
| evel .

So, again, | thank you for all your great work that
the Departnment of Health does every day, so many things
that we don't even know about in ways that you help us,
we are just saying, please, we need some of that help
here in Burrillville. Please take a stronger stand. Pay
attention to the items that | have outlined and
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strengthen them Thank you very nuch for your tine.
MR. MODERATOR: Thanks, Jason. Thonas
Syl vester and Eva Wods.

MS. NABLONSKI: Deb Nabl onski

MR, MODERATOR:  \ho?

MS. NABLONSKI: Deb Nabl onski

MR. MODERATOR: Sure. Thanks, Deb.

MS. NABLONSKI: Hi, ny name is Deb
Nabl onski. | live in Pascoag. | thank you for being
here, and everybody, with your great coments and facts.
It seems ludicrous that we are still doing this. | don't

know how we can mtigate all of the wongs in this
project, but one thing I just wanted to nmention was to
address the fact that in Invenergy's health risk protoco
they said there were no farms in the area. | just
really, just top of ny head, this list is 20 farns that |
can think of that I"'maware of in a five-mle radius of
the proposed plant. That's not even just Burrillville.

That's just in five mles around, five, seven mles. |I'm
| ess than two-and-a-half mles away. | have a registered
farm | have a license through the Rhode Island Health
Department. | follow their guidelines in producing the
best quality food, which we do sell throughout Rhode

I sl and, Connecticut, Massachusetts. | have 25 acres of
pasture. | really depend on good soil, good water. |
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have worked for 25-plus years on inproving that, making
it better than it was when | found it. Al of the farns
in Rhode Island, Massachusetts, Connecticut have cone a
| ong way fromwhere we were years ago of dunping
pesticides, abusing water. W are conserving, using
met hods of pasture rotation, water conservation, just to
| eave it better than we were. W are stewards, and |
real ly have a problemwth seemngly, just totally
ignoring the fact that we are producing food here on a
famly basis, on a farmbasis. | also manage the
farmer's market. W really try and nmake sure that what
we are producing and selling in the comunity, and to
restaurants, whatever, is of the best quality it can be
and | think this plant, I think, wll adversely affect
that. | don't know if anybody is aware, and it's a fact
that | really have a hard tine believing, too, but Rhode
I'sland has over 2000 registered farms, Rhode Island.
That's amazing. We have the nost farns in the nation for
our popul ation, the smallest state has the nost
registered farms, so it's inportant.

| just jotted dowmn with a pen that skips a few
things. It's worth saying that pollution affects
everything. The crops we grow, the fiber, meat, poultry,
everything, forest products. That's a big thing in
Burrillville, forest products. Pollution will damage

Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500





©O© oo No o WP k-

NRORODNONNNRPR R R RRRERR R
OB WONRFP OO®OmMNOOOTO~WNERERO

Page 113

that air pollution. It is an economc loss for all of
the products here. It interferes with enzyne systens in
animal s, plants, as well as humans, changes chem cals,
the constitution of the chemcals in the cells and
physical structure in animls, plants, and hunans,
retards growth, reduces production, causes netabolic
changes. Also, it could -- really acute tissue damage on
generations. That's going to affect the food we are
eating. W are trying to be sustainable. W are working
all towards this. This is such a backwards idea to add
more pollution to risk our clean water and air here. |
real Iy have a hard time wapping ny brain around it. The
health and well being of this area and the tri-state area
shoul d be of utnost inportance. Just because we don't
have farms with a water view of the ocean, | nean, we are
no less inportant. W produce all of the products up
here that they produce in the beautiful southern part of
the state, but we don't get quite the attention, but we
adhere to the same rules, and we are dependent upon the
same clean air and clean water, and we can be,

agri business up here, we could be just as inportant if we
weren't busy fighting these kinds of projects that cone
our way. We are so invested in this fight that we are
negl ecting things that we need to do, and farners, you
know, this is the second time | have spoke, | know. |
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know so many farnmers personally, but they're so busy.

You guys are busy, too, but they're busy farmng plus
working full-time jobs. It is not a full-tinme thing, so,
they can't be here, and they feel somewhat hel pless.

El ectromagnetic fields, everybody knows about that,
the sound vibrations, it's docunented how it interferes
with animals and their cellular structure, reproduction.
So I'mvery concerned about that. | hope you are, too.
| haven't heard anybody tal k about the, not really a
whol e | ot about the aninmals. You don't see them A lot
of our farms are in the back off the main roads. So you
don't know. There is beef cow. There is pigs. There is
goats. | have between any tine between 40 and 50 goats.
You do see them though, oftentimes. M property is on
the road, the main road and oftentimes they get out, but
it's important, and | just wanted to bring that up and
just consider that, also. Thank you

MR. MODERATOR:  Thanks, Deb. Thomas.
MR. SYLVESTER: Hello, ny name is Thomas
Sylvester. Thank you very nuch for taking the time to

cone out and hear fromall of us. ['d like to focus on
water for, | believe, it was question nunber three. |

was di sheartened by the amount of information that you
gave about water and the MIBE. | was one of the

plaintiffs, one of the ten plaintiffs back in 2001 that
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sued the State and PUD to shut down the wells. W
received a pernmanent injunction to have the wells shut
down. | find it actually, like, very much a slap in the
face when | ook at the CREC s water supply plan
Approval s if required to activate well 3A.  Your bullet
point here. As a result of the contam nation of wells 3A
and 3 under consent order signed in 2015, In 2002 the PUD
Is prohibited fromusing water 3 and 3A except for

medi ation, contam nation, as directed by the director of
heal th, DEM managenent, water resources or other
appropriate state officials, but no event shall the wells
be used for, you put bringing supply water on your piece
of paper here. That's not what it says in the actual
final injunctive order. Wile the case was going on,
Judge Fortunato started to say that the wells should be
permanent|y shut down, at which point counsel from DEM

pi ped up and said, but wait, we need to be able to have
access to the well in order for the well to be
renediated. The judge, nmore or |less, said, good point,
and he skillfully worded his injunction. It does not say
drinking water supply. |If you go back and read the
actual testimony, you will see, in fact, the point was
brought up that it should not be used as any water

supply. One of the things, and I'mgoing to go a little
Flint, Mchigan on you here about the MIBE, so everybody
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can understand. \hen we speak of MIBE and this water

pl ant, people think of what, it is going to go over this
pipe, it's going to go up into the air. Let's back it up
alittle bit. Right nowthere is alarge area in the
ground that is saturated with MIBE. The bedrock is like
a sponge, and it's filled with gasoline and these

contam nants. The gas station where it happens is
approximately a quarter of a mle away fromwhere well 3
and 3A resides. The way well 3 and 3Ais turned onit's
going to draw sucking action of gasoline out into the
aquifer, which will then cause it to spread to other
well's, other public wells throughout the aquifer, and
this isn't just me making it up. 1In a 2013, a beta group
did a study for DEM which part of, in part of their
findings, let's make sure ny phone battery didn't die
here, | will read to you exactly what they said. Due to
known presence of gasoline-related contam nants and
concentrations above the respective GAA groundwater
standards within the aquifer, no public well shall be
activated and connected to the potable water distribution
systemw thout the water first being treated
appropriately. There is a high probability that these
contam nants will be drawn fromthe bedrock and
overburden the water supply well, trapped VOCs mobilized
by activating a new drinking water well, may result in
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vapor intrusion issues and/or adverse the inpacts of the
adj acent river. The proper level of treatnent shall be
reviewed thoroughly before our process is inplenented so
that the public health and wel | being are duly protected
before any new wel |, and they're talking about the
opening of 3 and 3Ain this. Before any new well is
activated the public should be notified and al | owed an
opportunity in public to conment. | find it disgusting
to the fact that you think that it is just the fact that
we can filter out the water.

| would like to speak to M. Jeremy Bailey's coment
as far as having to do wth different types of stress,
mental stress. You jamit through, you get your water
filter on there, people around here are going to be
sitting, waiting, waiting for DEMand the rest of you to
finally say you know, that's right, there is MBE that is
now in the water, there is now the other contam nants
that are part of the gasoline that are in the water. W
| ook to you, the Departnment of Health, please, to take an
expanded | ook into the water, a statement that goes just
beyond the (inaudible) filter, nonfilter, it's going to
be used as industrial water, but like you did for when
there was going to be problenms with the anmonia accident,
or there were going to be problens with nitrogen, that
you al so take the same standard of |ooking at what woul d
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happen if the gasoline would be pulled out into the
aqui fer and spread to the other wells within the aquifer
Ve will constantly be thinking about this when your plant
is here if it ever does come here. God, | pray it
doesn't. Find sone water somewhere else. Go buy bottled
water. Please, leave this water alone. It was a
permanent injunction, because if you go to nove the
water, you're going to spread the contam nants throughout
the aquifer. That's why the judge did a pernmanent
injunction. Afilter systemis not going to do anything
but have the filtered water cone out to your plant be
filtered. It is not going to protect the other 53
percent of residents within Burrillville who have hone
wells. It is not going to protect Harrisville's wells
further on down the aquifer

Before when Mary was up here, and she was speaking
and she had said you mght get a face of anger from us,
if you go back, and you look at the history of this, you
go and | ook back where this well 3 and 3A the Departnent
of Health originally gave permssion to be open as a
wat er drinking supply, years and years ago back in the
ol d-timer days, you know what it used to be used for, it
used to be the town dunp. It used to be the frigging
town dunmp. It's 2016, please, can you protect the water
that we have? Thank you
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MR MODERATOR: Thank you. Eva.

MS. WOODS: M name is Eva Wods. | did not
expect to speak tonight, but | just can't sit by, and you
have to hear our story. | wanted to tell you about ny
ni ece, Becky Machinski, her husband, M ke Machinski, and
their one-year-old daughter at the time, Kyla Machi nski
They lived right next to the MIBE contam nated wel .
Becky had cancer. Her daughter had tunors removed from
her face time and tine again, and her husband nearly
died. It was all related to the MIBE water. Now,

I nvenergy wants to open those wells and spew t he MIBE
water into our air and our water systems. |'m begging
you, please, please, you have heard our cry. W are
afraid of this MIBE, as is the entire nation. That's why
it isnolonger inuse. It is avolatile chemcal and it
has destroyed lives. W need you to, please, hear our
cry.

Second, | want to just tell you ny own persona
story. | lived in Harrisville, Rhode Island when the
Ccean State put the power plant in ny backyard. M
husbhand and | were affected by the noise pollution, the
light pollution, and the air pollution, and so we noved
to the other side of Burrillville in the mddle of George
Washington State Park. Now, Invenergy cones al ong and
wants to stick their power plant in ny front yard. They
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want to use water that's been contam nated and spew it
into ny front yard where ny famly lives and ny children
live, nmy grandchildren. We are already being adversely
affected by Al gonquin's noise pollution and whatever the
noise is that they're spewing into the air. You know,
they say it's some kind of a gas release, so it's not
just noise that we are hearing, but we are also being
affected by whatever that noise, whatever it's producing
into our air. M sister died of cancer. M
daughter-in-law battled cancer. | have another niece who
speaks at these meetings often, she's battling cancer
The last thing a cancer survivor wants to hear is it's
back. | beg you, please, do not allow Invenergy to use
this cancer-causing MBE and put these wells back into
use. Please, don't allow Invenergy to destroy our

heal th, our homes and our lives. Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you, Eva. The |ast
two speakers who have signed up, and we have about 25
mnutes left, Thomas Trinble and Jan Luby.

MS. SAVARD: | didn't sign up, and | thought
there was nobody left, so, | just have a little bit to
say.

MR. MODERATOR: \What's your nane, please?

MS. SAVARD: Lorraine Savard, S-A-V-A-R-D.
Ve nust unite, that's me and you, nust unite against this
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threat that wants to becone a reality. The Department of
Health's mssion is to protect life. Do no harm This
is fracked gas, nothing natural about this. The fossi
fuel industry has already harmed our oceans, our water,
our land, our food. Do not let themfurther harm
Burrillville. 1 do not want to |ose hope. Please, do no
harm Thank you

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you, Lorraine. Thomas

Trinble.

MR TRIMBLE. M name is Thomas Trinble,
T-RI-MB-L-E. | grewup in Pascoag. |'ma Burrillville
resident. | just had one specific item | don't know if

it's been discussed tonight or not, and it concerns the
potential evacuation routes for the Zanbarano Unit of the
El eanor Slater Hospital. Now, we have a |ot of people in
town that work there. W have fam |y members who have
been patients there. | have done volunteer work there in
the past, and as a menber of the town there is no
evacuation route from El eanor Slater Hospital at the
Zanbarano Unit. W are talking about a major industrial
power plant. We are talking about liquified natural gas,
diesel fuel, toxic chemcals. There is one road up
there, and the last stop going out of state is the
hospital. That route would be used for emergency
responders, fire departnents, if there is a major
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catastrophes, and there has been major catastrophe at
maj or power generation facilities, especially those
involved with natural gas. Thinking about the hospital
those are the nost vul nerable residents of our state
They are the least nobile. | just can't see how we woul d
respond to them even get to where they're |ocated on
that same road as the energency responders, which woul d
be Route 100, the \Wallum Lake Road. There is a way out,
a torturous road up around and through Massachusetts, but
if there is any reconmendation in your report to
vehemently cone out against siting this power plant,
woul d think it would be the potential evacuation of the
residents at the Zanbarano Hospital. So, that's all |
woul d like to say. Thank you

MR, MODERATOR:  Thank you so much. Jan.

MS. LUBY: H, ny nane is Jan Luby. I'ma
Pascoag resident, and I'mnot going to read this. You
have heard everything that everybody has said tonight and
| hope that you will do some due diligence and really
| ook into sone of these issues because really it is not
just a town issue but it is the immediate area certainly
is going to suffer nore than other areas, but this is an
i ssue that's nuch |arger as people mentioned and the
reason, | nean, forgive ne, I'min the mddle of a very,
very long sleep deprivation experiment. A lot of us are
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not sleeping. Right? So, okay, | don't know if there
are records at the Departnment of Health on the
cancer-related deaths and illnesses near power plants. |
don't know if there's been a study on the area by Ccean
State Power, but | know of a neighborhood near that power
pl ant where every househol d has either had soneone die of
cancer, someone that has cancer now, or soneone who has
had cancer and beat it. And so, | don't know, | know
this is a hearing, and I don't know if you can respond to
questions, but if there are any kind of records |ike
that, | would hope that you would | ook into that, because
they are bringing death to us. That's why we are all
going to these nmeetings three nights a week.

So, I'mnot going to read all of this, but there was
something at the end of your draft that said the states
are allowed to adopt nore stringent standards than the
EPAs, NAH US standards, | don't know, and it's, well,
just think why not. Wy not in the beautiful Ccean
State? Wy not have higher standards? | think it's a
great idea. The process the draft says is arduous. |
don't know. Don't you think it would be worth it? | do.

So, please, do your best to get all of the facts and
hel p us here, because there are certainly health inpacts,
so many. So say no to Invenergy. Thank you

MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you, Jan.
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MR. PUTNAM Can | just say a couple of
wor ds?

MR. MODERATOR: Only if you give us your
name again.

MR PUTNAM My nane is Kenneth W Putnam
Jr., and | would just like to mention to you that this
isn"t our town. This is only a partial of our town. We
have so many people that are bashful and old that don't
come here, and | would really appreciate it if you could
get in your car and just drive around, you would see all
of the signs that's in front of these houses that they're
not out here, but they are participating, and they are
very concerned about.

| would also tell the board that you have to realize

that we are tal king about people here, and we are talking
about Pul aski Park. We are talking about George
Washi ngt on Park, which people from Providence, all over,
conme up here to go swimmng and canping. This pollution
Is going to bother all of these folks. This isn't just
here in Burrillville. This is the whole State of Rhode
Island. So, | just wanted to nmake that comment to you.
Thank you very much.

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you. W got a few
nore mnutes.

MS. KING Renee King, Thompson Connecti cut.
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| would just like to end with a quote that | put on a
letter that | wote to Governor G na Rainondo, and the
same letter went to 39 state officials in Connecticut. |
woul d like to share a quote by David Wite. He's an
internationally acclaimed poet. Courage is what |ove
| ooks |ike when tested by the sinple everyday necessities
of being alive. Courage is what |ove |ooks |ike when
tested by the sinple everyday necessities of being alive.
Clean air, clean water and clean land are our everyday
necessities of being alive. | believe that we have come
to atime in our history when we nust all act with
courage. Thank you

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you, all. [Is there
anybody that | missed that signed up to speak?

Vell, thank you very nuch for comng out tonight,
and thank you, nostly, for those of you who spoke on
behal f of everyone in Burrillville. | did see the signs.
| knew | was in Burrillville when | started seeing the
signs. They're everywhere.

So, thank you so nuch, and thank you for coments,
and you can still submt witten comrents through August
16, and if you need that e-mail address, just conme on up
here before you leave, and I w |l make sure you get it.
Thank you, all.

(MATTER CONCLUDED at 9:19 P.M)
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1  STATE OF RHODE | SLAND AND PROVI DENCE PLANTATI ONS : .
) PROGEED] NGS. AT- 1 listen, and you can comment_, generally, on the issues
2 that are on your mind. Specifically, we'd love to hear
3 3 comments based upon our draft advisory opinion, whichis
4 Burrillville Hgh School 4 available onlineif you're not aware of it. You can find
5 5 that at www.healthri.gov/Burrillville.
6 6 If you are making a comment tonight, you're coming
7 HEARING OF: Public Hearing for Public Coment 7 upto speak tonight, and you have awritten, you haveit
8 INRE State of Rhode Island - Departnent of Health 8 written down, and you're goi ng to read it, or you‘re not
9 9 going to read it either way, if you just leave your paper
10 10 here, welll collect those, so we'll have access to that.
11 11 There will be a stenographic record made. Thiswill be
12 DATE: August 9, 2016 12 theofficial record. So, when you come up to speak,
13 TIME: 5:30 P.M 13 please, say your name clearly, and if you would just look
14 PLACE: Burrillville H gh School 14 over hereat Tracy, and make sure she catches it, make
15 425 East Avenue 15 sure she gets your name, we would like to have arecord
16 Harrisville, R 02830 16 of everybody who speaks tonight.
17 17 Let'ssee, s0, I'm assuming everybody here knows
18 18 that thisis something that's being conducted at various
19 PRESENT: 19 timesin the State, and we have open-comment period for
20 20 us, the Department of Health, through August 16. So if
21 Stephen Morris/Mderator/Deputy Chief Legal Counsel of |21 you haveawritten comment that you would like to submit,
22 the Departnent of Health 22 you can do that as well, and you can submit that to the
23 23 Rhode Island Department of Health, and you can send it by
24 24 e-mail to barbara.h.morin, and she's at health.ri.gov.
25 25 One other thing that | would ask everybody to be
Page 2 Page 4
1 (HEARING COMMENCED AT 5:45) 1 mindful of, just looking quickly it looks like maybe 70
2 MR. MODERATOR: Good evening. We are going 2 or 80 people are here, and we are going to limit the
3 to get started, and my name is Steve Morris, from the 3 speaking times to three minutes. So if you could just
4 Department of Health, and we will be here listening to 4 respect that. The only reason | say that, | see
5 your comments tonight, and | just want to go over a 5 disappointment, | got it. So let me just address that
6 couple of the things that might, you may not be aware of 6 for you, okay. We, we have alimited time frame.
7 before we get started, allowing afew more people to come 7 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Not all of usare
8 in. 8 going to speak.
9 If you haven't signed up, and you do want to speak, 9 MR.MODERATOR: | got that. We havealist
10 make sure that you do do that. We are going to be 10 of how many people. We are saying three minutes, but of
11 caling people who have comments to make to come up to 11 course, what that meansisif you go longer, you may be
12 thefront, and there would be five chairs over here and 12 eating up somebody else's time, but we are going to stay
13 one person speaking, so, we'll call five people at a 13 herefor the time frame that we have until 9:30. Soif
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time, and that will be the kind of the process of having
people come up and speak. So, most of you probably know
that we are from the Department of Health here tonight,
and we are one of the agencies that's been designated to
provide an advisory opinion to the board that's making
the final decision around the power plant. So we are
here tonight as one of the agencies that's been
designated to provide an advisory opinion, and some of
the Department of Health folks are here, they're down
here, if you just want to let people see who you are. We
are here tonight just to provide aforum, and we are not
here to answer questions, but we are certainly here to
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everybody doesn't get to speak it will be because
somebody went longer than the three minutes, so that's
al I'm saying. We are trying to limit it to three
minutes.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: How comewe al got
five minutes for EFSB, and for the governor?

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: It'sadwaysfive.
It'sawaysfive.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Why do we have less
time than we do at EFSB?

MR. MODERATOR: | hear you. We are going to
keep it to three minutes, but we're not going to be
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1 extremely strict about it. Just be mindful of thetime 1 have Milford Power LP Gas producing 178 megawatts. We
2 sothat everybody can speak. | think that we are all 2 have Exelon Medway, which is an oil power plant, all the
3 hereto do the same thing, and that is to make comments 3 othersare gas, that produces 123 megawatts. Then we
4 around what'sreally concerning to us. So, with that, | 4 have Ocean State Power one producing 280 megawatts in
5 would liketo call up thefirst five people. And the 5 Burrillville. We have Ocean State Power two, producing
6 first speaker will be Renee King, Peter Nightingale, Al 6 280 megawatts. We have Laepreau Generating in Dayville,
7 Landry, Kathleen Seward, David Brunetti. If the first 7 Connecticut, producing up to 840 Megawatts. So right now
8 speaker could come here and the rest could have a seat 8 we have aready eight power plants on a 31-mile track of
9 over here, and maybe we could call one more person, Lynn 9 land that spans from Killingly, Connecticut to Medway,
10 Gonyea. 10 Massachusetts. Burrillvilleisright in the middle of
11 MS. KING: Can my husband go on the stage? 11 that. That does not include the new proposed power
12 Am| presenting thisto you, because I'd like you to see 12 plant, Clear River Energy Center, which will be producing
13 it. 13 up to 900 megawatts, and as | mentioned, Killingly Energy
14  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: We can't seeit over 14 Center in Dayville, Connecticut is also a second power
15 there. 15 plant proposed for that area, and that will be producing
16 MR. MODERATOR: However you want to do it. 16 550 megawatts. That gives us atotal of ten power plants
17  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: If you could rotate 17 and most of them are very big power plants on a 31-mile
18 it between this gentleman. 18 track of land. | believethisis clustering, and |
19 MS. KING: Hello, everybody. My nameis 19 believeit's gone unnoticed, because it includes three
20 ReneeKing. I'm from Thompson, Connecticut. I'ma 20 states, Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Connecticut. |
21 physical therapist of 32 years, and | have many concerns 21 then added the total accumulation of megawatts produced
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for our air, our water and our land, and | do work with
patients who suffer from asthma, COPD, lung cancer, and
al kinds of other ailments.

We have a power plant also going up in Killingly,

NN NN
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with these ten power plants. Thetotal megawatts are

4,675 megawatts. That's enough energy to power 4,250,000
homes. All right. Andwhen | looked at the three states
and where other clusters of power plants were within the
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Connecticut, and Thompson is wedged right between the two
power plants, Burrillville and Killingly. Sowhat | did

was | made amap that shows the ten existing power plants
on the periphery, and the yellow transparencies show the

ten existing power plants, and those are noted over here.

In addition to the ten regional power plants, we also

have New England Treatment Company in Woonsocket, Rhode
Island, which is a sewage incinerator in upper Blackstone
and Millbury, Mass., which is a sewer incinerator, and

two compression stations.  So right now, presently, not
including the main power plants, we aready have 14, a

total of 14 power plants and sewage incinerators

regionally in the tri-state area. So you will see, this

triangle right here is the tri-state marker, and my

concern is that we have a clustering of power plantsin
thisarea. The black line on the map demonstrates the
Algonquin pipeline, which bisects Connecticut, goes
through Burrillville and into Massachusetts, and on this
pipeline, we have a clustering of power plants. The

green overlays demonstrate the eight current power plants
that are already producing energy, and | would like to

list those. Starting with Massachusetts, we have A & P
Blackstone Energy producing 578 megawatts. We have A & P
Bellingham Energy producing 578 megawatts. We have
Bellingham CO-Generation, producing 386 megawatts. We

©O© 0N O A~ WDNPRP
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three states, from what | could gather there were not any
other parts of these three states that were producing
4,675 megawatts on a 31-mile track of land. So, | think
we need to keep that in mind, because that will, I'm
sure, on some level impact our air, our water, and our
land. Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you. Peter.

MR. NIGHTINGALE: I'm Peter Nightingale. |
teach physics at the University of the Rhode Island.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Can't hear you.

MR. NIGHTINGALE: Isthisbetter? | liketo
look at people when | talk to them. It'skind of
complicated. I'm Peter Nightingale. | teach physics at
the University of the Rhode Island, and | have a couple
of comments. Let me, before | say that, may | mention
that I'm a computational physicist, and | know something
about modeling. In aletter dated March 20 of this year
| raised questions about the adequacy of Invenergy's
modeling analysis purportedly demonstrating compliance of
the facility with state and federal regulations. | also
expressed serious concerns about the regulations
themselves, and here | want to go off script alittle
bit, because one of my concerns was that DEM had asked
Invenergy to do modeling that took into account all of
thefacilitiesin Rhode Island. That's not because DEM
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1 people are stupid, it's because they are bound by 1 for terrorist attack. How do we safeguard against these
2 statutes that have been corrupted by insiders for 2 possible scenarios? | just read today Union of Concerned
3 decades, upon decades, upon decades. Anyway, the good 3 Scientistsin Texas are putting a ban on anything but
4 newsisthat, as| said, | expressed serious concerns 4 renewable energy projects for the next 14 years.
5 about the regulations themselves, and the good newsis 5 Finaly, the grid loses lots of power during
6 that your department advisory opinion recognizes the 6 transmission, so plants should be built closer to where
7 seriousness of those concerns. Unfortunately, it stops 7 the power is going to be used, and I'd like to share my
8 short of concluding that the construction of the Clear 8 motto. | mentioned that | made my own power for 35-plus
9 River Energy Center would violate the conventional 9 years. No to pollutant power plants. Go solar.
10 precautionary principle which applies to public health 10 Thank you. Thank you.
11 issuesdiscussed in the opinion. 11 MR. MODERATOR: Thank you, Kathleen.
12 Thethreat climate change poses to the biosphere 12 MS. SEWARD: Good evening. My nameis
13 adds acompletely new dimension to this principle. The 13 Kathleen Seward. | have a Master'sin Psychology from
14 Department of Health opinion states on page 22, and | 14 Rhode Island College. I've been involved in emergency
15 will submit aversion of my testimony here, but | will do 15 medicine for over 35 years, and I'm currently employed at
16 that viae-mail, it sayson that page, we cannot measure 16 St. Vincent Hospital in the emergency room. | livein
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the direct contribution of the proposed plant or any

single facility to public health by means of climate
change. Now, | do not agree that if we were to build a
power plant in spite of our inability to assessits
contribution to climate change we would violate principle
15 of the Rio Declaration, an international treaty signed
and ratified by the United States which supposedly isthe
supreme light of the law. It overrode all those statutes
that you are governed and bound by, and let me tell you
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Burrillville. | passed out images of SPECT brain scans.

| wanted everyone to see them. These are not artist
renditions. Thisisareal test. Included in these
scansisascan of an individua that represents what

would be expected to be found in a person who has been
exposed to a polluted air environment. While imaging
tests like x-rays can show what the structures inside of
your body look like a SPECT scan produces images that
show how the brain works. My emphasis today is on small
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what that principle says, thisis the Rio Declaration,
where there are threats of serious or irreversible
damage, lack of full scientific certainty shall not be
used as areason for postponing cost-effective measures
to prevent environmental degradation.
Why do you not go all the way and say stop this
thing, we don't know what we are doing?

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you. Al.

MR. LANDRY: Hello, my nameis Al Landry,
and I'm afarmer from Thompson, below where this plant
is. | see some customers. | pride myself that | have
been an organic and sustainable farmer for over 35 years.
| have also made my own power potable (inaudible). A
single tree can absorb more than ten pounds of carbon
dioxide ayear. With 200 acres of trees, filters being
cut down, and 52 known pollutants being emitted what will
happen to our pollinators? Bees and butterflies are
under heavy stressright now. If welose our
pollinators, how will we grow food? They'll have to
import them, | guess. Can you imagine hand pollinating
our crops with small paint brushes. They do thisin some
parts of China because it's so polluted. Two million
gallons of ail, 40,000 gallons of ammoniaand two
trailers of hydrogen gas stored onsite is an accident
waiting to happen. Worst yet, it will be an easy target
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particle matter, or sometimes called small particulate
matter, which comes under the auspices of lessthan 2.5
grams, milligrams per piece, and in essence to make you
understand how small these are, they are 136th the size
of agrain of sand, or less than a quarter of the end of
ahair. So we aretalking about very small particles

that are not even at this point being addressed through
the EPA, but | have been in touch with them, and they
tell me every five yearsthey are looking at other
pollutants that are coming into the environment. Thisis
huge on their list, and as | speak to you about it, you
will understand why. It will be something that they will
be measuring in the near future.

These particles that are so small travel in the
environment. They will dump most of their matter from
this power plant within a 12-mile radius, but some of
these particles will be able to be found over 200 miles
from the site. This pollution is going to be enormousto
the health of people, not only in Burrillville, but in

the surrounding areas, and | believe asfar asall of
Rhode Island will suffer. Dr. Amen, who gave these scans
to us, is adouble-board certified psychiatrist, clinical
neuroscientist, brain imaging specialist. He has spent
the last 35 years of hislifeimaging brains, trying to
find a better way for usto treat mental health
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1 conditions, which we are, in my mind, in the Dark Ages 1 depression, permanent cognitive impairmentsin their

2 with. Spect isthe name that is used to talk about a 2 children, strokes, Parkinson's, birth defects, central

3 nuclear medicine study that looks at blood flow and 3 nervous system diseases, Hutchinson's disease, epilepsy,

4 activity patterns. It iswidely used in the study of the 4 childhood development delays, and permanent cognitive

5 heart, liver, thyroid, bone and brain problems. 5 damage. Children in polluted areas around power plants

6 Let'stravel with the particles once they enter our 6 have been known to have Qs more than 20 percent less

7 body. Now, these are so small they're going into our 7 than people who live in a green zone, which is where we

8 bloodstream, and they're going up our nose, literally, 8 brought our children, so they would not have to put up

9 and into brains, so here's the particles. The particles 9 with this. Thank you.

NN NNNNRERRRRR R B B
ORWNREPROOO®O®NOOUMWNLEO

that make it past your nose may be more damaging than any
other particles we have been studying up to this date.
The lining in the human nasal cavity contains millions of
specified nerve cells that wave tens of millions of tiny
hairsin agel of mucus. These hairs can test inhaled
chemicals and transmit information about them to the
smell center of your brain called the olfactory bulb.

Your nasal nerve reaches all the way into your brain.
Thisdirect line allows your nose to communicate very
quickly with your mind. It also makes us susceptible to
pollution. Particles entering your nose can actualy

travel along the olfactory neuron pathways from the nasal
hairs right into your brain. Oncein the brain pollutant
particles can directly kill neurons when toxic metals and
compounds from a power plant are attached to them.
Scientists already know that they can, that they may also
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MR. MODERATOR: Thank you. David.

MR. BRUNETTI: My nameis David Brunetti of
Harrisville. Thank you for the opportunity to provide
you with my comments on the draft advisory opinion. At
this time, my comments will be focussed on the section
covering issue 6, Emergency Response and Prevention.
In the event that there is amajor release of
aqueous ammonia from the 40,000 gallon storage tank into
the containment areg, it is stated that such containment
areawill befilled with passive evaporative controls to
reduce the exposed surface area of any agueous ammonia
within the containment area by 90 percent. Question:
What type of passive evaporative controls will be used?
Second point, based on the DOH assumption that the
Area Locations of Hazardous Atmospheres or ALOHA model
was run with the scenario that the passive evaporative

©O© 0N O A~ WDNPRP

NNNNNNRERRRRR R B B
O RWNRPROOO®O®NOOUMWNLEO

Page 14

cause damage and disrupt the microglia. Microgliaare
the brains unique army of immune cells. Microgliaare
the sensible bodyguards and trash collectors of the

brain. Among other things they identify threats to the
brain health, selectively to neutralize and remove any
offenders which make it up into the brain. The microglia
encounter are polluting particles, they mistake it for a
germ, thisis very important, with disastrous results.
Microgliain the presence of a particle produce a variety
of chemical compounds meant to kill the interrupters, the
chemicals then accumul ate and begin to damage and kill
surrounding cells, and the toxins can corrupt the
magnoalia, leaving them permanently in attack mode and
otherwise unable to perform the important function, like
removing waste from the brain. Inflammation, which we
already know isamajor killer and has been linked to
most diseases that we have in our body both physically
and mentally isaresult of pollutantsin our body. So,
help me God, in 30 years, if I'm not here, and you till
are, you will know that what I'm telling you today is
going to be found to be either the number one cause of
most of our diseases. So what's this going to leave us
with Burrillville? Well, the Burrillville residents who
have to breathe in this air will have things like mood
disorders, increased dementia. Neurodegenerative
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controls were fully functional, will there be any

requirement by the DEM that the ALOHA model be rerun with
the assumption that the passive evaporative controls are

not operational and that the respective safe evacuation
distance for the Acute Exposure Guidelines be adjusted
accordingly?

Three, in regard to the statement by Invenergy that

121 yards was the most stringent Acute Exposure Guideline
Listing or AEGL for the concentration of aqueous ammonia
which would be onsite, while that is well within the
recommended guidelines of the Emergency Response
Guidebook for first responders, it does not take into
consideration the scenario of the tank being involved in
afire. For such an occurrence, the recommended

isolation distance and evacuation distance is one-half
milein all directions.

Question: Why were the inhalation hazards and other
health hazards from exposure to the vapors from a

potential breach of either or both of the two by one

million gallon storage tanks of ultra-low sulfur diesel

fuel not discussed?

Number five, also, what about the respective safe
evacuation distance for the Acute Exposure Guidelines
(AEG) for such a spill of the diesel fuel? In accordance
with the Emergency Response Guidebook for First
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1 Responders, should there be such a breach of either of 1 includesthe whole of Wallum Lake, and it circles down

2 these tanks, then an initial downwind evacuation distance 2 right down past Buck Hill, right where thisis going to

3 of at least 1,000 feet isrecommended. And should either 3 bebuilt. It's supposed to bein a protective areafor

4 of these storage tanks be involved in afire, then the 4 thedrinking water. And | also have from the Department

5 recommended isolation distance and initial evacuation 5 of Health, it was, to assess the threat to the Eleanor

6 distanceisalso at least one-half milein al directions 6 Slater Hospital, Zambarano Unit water supply sources the

7 and could be even greater depending on the magnitude of 7 assessment, considers the intensity, development, the

8 theevent. 8 presence of business and facilities that use storage and

9 Number six, | fully agree with the Rhode Island 9 generate potential contaminants. How easily contaminants
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Department of Health strong recommendations that
Invenergy establish clear, written emergency procedures
and that those emergency procedures should include
appropriate training, and | recommend Burgess &
Associates for such training, including periodic

refresher training of staff that will be responsible for
implementing emergency response, and that those staff
members should be fitted for, have available, and be
trained in the use of appropriate personal protective
equipment. | would add the recommendation that this
should be a dedicated on-site Emergency Response Team.
Also, | would add that Invenergy should plan on
conducting on-site emergency response drills and that
their level of preparedness be such that they not count

on the usage of emergency responders from the local area.
Furthermore, Invenergy should be required to pay for
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may move through the soils of the water protection area
and the sampling history of the water, and it's already
at moderate risk for contamination, and they're supposed
to be looking out for any other areas that would put out
contaminations, and that's supposed to be covered by the
Department of Health. So, | think we should just, we
should try at least to save that water supply. It's
where they're going to put the power plant, in a
protected area. Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you.

MS. CLARK: Hello. My nameisLynn Clark.
Thank you for hearing us today. | havelived in
Burrillville all of my life and have owned a house on
Wallum Lake Road since 1992. In your draft advisory
opinion it is stated that residents are already being
impacted by the noise of the Algonquin Compressor
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and acquire any additional equipment that might be
necessary for large magnitude emergency response to the
nearby emergency respondersin all the nearby towns
within the appropriate radius of those towns which would
be affected by alarge magnitude worst-case scenario
event.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide my

comments.

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you, David. And thank
you, al, for your comments that you have made so far,
and being respectful of thetime. I'd liketo call the
next, invite the next five people down. Lynn, also Lynn
Clark and Mary Jane Bailey. 1'm not sure of the next
name, it looks like Ken Putnam, and Kathy Sherman.

MS. GONYEA: My nameis Lynn Gonyea, and |
livein Pascoag. | grew up in Burrillville all my life.
What I'm going to talk about is basically, I'm going to
read stuff from the Department of Health, and --

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Can't hear you.

MS. GONY EA: I'm going to read some stuff
from the Department of Health. My husband runs the
drinking water plant for Zambarano which Wallum Lakeis
the sole water supply for the hospital, the drinking
water supply, and there's awhole area there that's
supposed to be under protection for this water, which
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Station, which we are. The compressor station was not an
issue until recent upgrades and expansions. In fact,

they are in the process of trying to get FERC to approve
another expansion. The addition of Invenergy's fracked
gas diesel burning power plant will expand the noise
range as well asthe dBAs. These power companies are
converting our rural, natural habitat into an industrial
power plant dump. We listened to the expertstry to
convince us that Invenergy will do their best to stay
below the ordinance, even though they admit that they've
never ever seen or heard it be done before. There will

be athree-year construction phase that will absolutely
disrupt our livesaswell asall of the wildlifein the

area. Then, oncein operation, we will have to endure
the added noise annoyance of this power plant along with
the compressor station. In addition, the startup and

shut down operations will totally exceed all dBA
ordinances with explosive noises from the turbines as
they heat and cool primarily at fiveam. and 11 p.m.,
lasting as long as an hour and a half. There are many
discrepanciesin Invenergy's application on noise. Y our
advisory that recommends Invenergy, if it's built, to
work with Algonquin to minimize impacts on usisjust not
strong enough. Who will hold them accountable? Will
they get shut down if they can't hold true to their
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1 promises? No. They'll pay the fine and carry on aswe 1 torisk our health anymore.

2 deal with having our quality of life and our health being 2 Another major concern is what happensif Invenergy

3 impacted. 3 hastorun on diesel il dueto lack of natural gas?

4 Water is another major issue for us. Our entire 4 They claim to only need to burn oil 60 days per year in

5 town depends on groundwater and our aquifer. No one can 5 thewinter, but what if thereis a disruption of natural

6 predict water shortages, and our lives depend on water. 6 gasin the summer months? They will need three times the

7 Our water sources need to be protected. If Invenergy 7 amount of water to cool the plant, and we will have

8 buildstheir power plant, there will not be enough water 8 diesd ail trucks on our roads constantly with added

9 for growth in Burrillville. Again, there are 9 emissionsto the increased emissions.
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discrepanciesin their calculations in the application.
They did not consider the growth of the surrounding
communities that also depend on the Clear River Sub
Basin. There are aready housing developments, upwards
of 75 homes, being built in Pascoag alone. We cannot
risk the availability of clean potable water for
industrialization. If Clear River becomes tainted, it

will go right down to the Branch River and then into the
Blackstone River and onto the bay. It's not only the
health of Burrillville at risk, it could impact our whole
state.

Asfar asair quality and pollution goes, just the

fact that Invenergy requires a permit as amajor source
of pollution tells you the power plant does not belong in
our state forests. Thisisan areathat is known for

clean air, nature, and outdoor recreation. There are
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Wallum Lake Road is avery hazardous road to travel.
There are major accidents on the corner that my house
sits on quite often. People drive on thisroad and
misjudge the corners. | watch my rearview mirror and
hold my breath now when turning into my driveway. How
will atractor-trailer truck loaded with hazardous fuels
manage these situations? If atruck losesitsload on my
corner, they will land right into the Wilson's Reservair.
Asfas as a hazmat response team, we have a volunteer
fire department and our closest hazmat response comes
from Providence, which is 40 minutes away.

Asyou stated in your draft advisory, climate

changes need to be considered, and it isimperative that
we examine alternative energy resources. The people of
Burrillville should not be dumped on by the natural gas
energy companies anymore. We have done more than our
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state and local campgrounds, as well as state parks, and
waterways. This power plant will destroy this
environment forever and cost the region agreat deal more
than the loss of outdoor recreation, such as fishing,

hiking, and camping in the area. In essence, it will

destroy the nature of the rural northwest corner of Rhode
Island. How can we live with that? Thiswill absolutely
result in adverse health impacts to our region and make

it impossible for Rhode Island to meet the requirements
for the Resilient Rhode Island Act of 2014. Also, more
datais coming out every day about the pollution from
methane that is escaping along the gasline. If we add

the Algonquin pipeline and the compressor station with
Invenergy's air pollution, we have set ourselves up for
health hazards. The Algonguin Compressor Station already
performs periodic pressurized gas blow-offs that goes

into our air. In addition, we have Ocean State Power
within afive-mile radius. Thisregion already has a

high rate of cancer. Please consider all of therisksin

your advisory to the EFSB.

| am avolunteer with the American Cancer Society.

| plan Relay For Life every year in our community. We
raise $30,000-40,000 each year to fight cancer. Thisis
because we have al been impacted by this disease in some
way. We don't need another power plant to comeinto town
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part in electric generation. The energy produced by this
fracked gas power plant is surplus energy, and it will be
of no benefit to us. Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you, maam. Mary
Jane.

MS. BAILEY: Mary Jane Bailey. Thisis not
part of my testimony | had planned on saying, but because
one of the gentlemen already mentioned the ammonia, I'm
the principal of asmall private school on Route 100, and
where my school is located it's an accident-prone area.
We've even had our power shut off during the day so a
telephone pole could be replaced. If you went by our
property you will see atree that's half dead and skewed
from being hit. Thereis accidents there often. Our
children are outside as much asthreetimesaday. If
there was ever an accident there with an ammonia truck,
I'd have dead children. All right. So | would just like
to mention that, since it was already brought up, but |
have a packet that I'm going to leave you, and it has
Invenergy's application listing the pollutants that this
proposed power plant will spew into the air should it be
built, and attached to thislist there are severa
articles from groups like the EPA, the World Health
Organization, and the American Cancer Society, stating
the negative effects of these pollutants such as cancer,
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1 acid rain, and climate change. To facilitate your 1 Jr. | liveon Wallum Lake Road, 500. My dad lived right

2 reading of this packet, | have color-coded a number of 2 sideof meat 510. | just want to bring alittle bit of

3 the chemicalsthat will be admitted asfollows. Thereis 3 common sense, and | also want to thank all of these

4 ared dot that indicates a carcinogen also found in 4 peoplethat have talked already tonight, how brilliant

5 cigarette smoke, a blue check mark indicates a substance 5 and smart they are. I'mtelling you, this here hearing

6 causing acid rain, ayellow square indicates avolatile 6 isall about people, to save peoples lives, and that's

7 organic compound, and a black X indicates poisonous 7 what | want to talk alittle bit about.

8 carbon monoxide. | have an asterisk that indicates the 8 My father lived till 98 years old on that Wallum

9 amount of carbon dioxide that will be spewed into the 9 Lake Road, and you know what he died from? Hedied from
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air. Now, because | choose not to smoke, | also don't
want to be breathing the same carcinogens that are found
in cigarette smoke on a 24/7 basis. Nor do | want my
family, including my grandchildren, who live only a half
mile away from the proposed plant, breathing these toxic
substances. Even cigarette smokers cannot smoke 24/7.
There have been voluminous discussionsin the past
several years about climate change. A major player, if
not the prime culprit in thisrole, is carbon dioxide.
Invenergy will be putting 3.6 tons, excuse me, million
tons, CO2 into the air per year. That's approximately
10,000 tons per day.

Volatile Organic Compounds can cause eye, nose, and
throat irritation, headaches, damage to liver, kidney and
central nervous systems, and cancer.

Nitrous Oxides and sulphur dioxides can cause
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abroken heart, because his wife died two months earlier.

| want to die with abroken heart. | don't want to die
from al of these pollutionsthat'sin the air that's

going to go around. Fifty-two pollutantsin the air
travelling 31 miles. Already they're talking about
Pascoag Reservoir, do not eat the fish there, Bowdish
Pond, they eliminated the fish, you can't catch them.
They don't even want you to catch the fish, and thereis
another pond closer to Woonsocket, and | can't remember
what that is, but | want to bring that up, because that's
pollution, and what is this, thisis more pollution. So,

it's constantly coming at us. We haveto stand up for
each other and protect our lives. Thisiswhat it isall
about, people, people, not big organizations. Big
organizations can go on somewhere else and move somewhere
else. They canlose money here, lose money there. As
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respiratory diseases like asthma or chronic bronchitis,
ground level ozone and acid rain. It can also be
extremely harmful to forests and damages lakes and
streams. This problem can become much worse during heavy
downpours of rain or when snow begins to melt in the
spring. With ten to 12 bodies of water and
interconnecting streamsin Pascoag alone, thisisthe
Town of Burrillville, Pascoag is just one of the villages
init, many of them are used for swimming and fishing,
why would anyone want to the put them and those who use
them this danger, and it's also be mentioned, | didn't
put them in here, how we do have state parks and Boy
Scout camps, other things like that in the same area that
would be affected.
There are other health issues that could be
associated with the building of this plant, but with only
those that | have mentioned here, | ask you to please not
recommend the building of this plant to the Energy
Facility Siting Board, and as | said in this packet are
all of the articles from, you know, major health
organizations that | have mentioned, so that it'sall
documented in there. Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you. You can leave of
the packet up here. Ken?

MR. PUTNAM: My nameis Kenneth W. Putnam,
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long as they're losing money, they're not losing health.
We are going to lose our health hereif this plant does
goin, and it's going to kill al of the animals up there
aswell. If they kill the animals, what's going to
happen, they're going to come down in the ponds, lakes,
streams and pollute also. So it's one thing after the
other.
| just want to leave this message here that this
lady said about brains. Thisis mind boggling, and this
istrue. Thisisreal redlity, thisis. So I'm going to
leave you this here, and | want to cut my time short and
let somebody else that's alot smarter than me talk.
Okay.

MR. MODERATOR: Thanks, Ken.

MS. SHERMAN: Good evening. My nameis
Kathy Sherman. | live at 1035 Wallum Lake Road. | live
directly across the street from the proposed Clear River
Energy Center, and the existing Algonquin Gas
Transmission Company. | have lived there for 27 years.
| live there with my husband, who is a 100 percent
disabled Vietnam veteran. | want to thank the Department
of Health for providing us with your draft advisory
opinion before tonight's meeting, so we could have an
opportunity to review it, digest it, and comment on it.
| think the report isgood in alot of areas. | think
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1 the recommendations could be made somewhat stronger. I'm | 1 participate in the process, we are considered
2 going to focus my comments tonight on the noise. | live 2 interveners. Invenergy doesn't want to hear it from us.
3 with the noise every day. The noiseis disruptive 3 They can care less about us. They don't care about the
4 aready from the Algonquin Gas Company. Asyour report 4 residents of Burrillville. See, when we see green, we
5 clearly identifies, the gas company well exceeds the 5 seetheforest. We seethetrees. We seethe grass.
6 recommended 55 dBA from the EPA. The Town of 6 When they see green, they see money.
7 Burrillville has submitted a letter to FERC, the Federal 7 Your report also identifies how the nighttime noise
8 Energy Regulatory Commission, outlining some of the 8 levelsare of critical importance of undisturbed sleep.
9 concernsthat the Town is aready dealing with as it 9 | cantell you that since April of 2015 my husband and |
10 pertainsto Algonquin. The thought of siting a power 10 have been communicating with Algonquin regarding their
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plant on that same location to cause more disruption,
harm, environmental impact, and health impact for the
residents of Burrillville is unfathomable to me.

Asaone hundred percent disabled veteran my husband
ishome. He'sthere everyday, and he has to put up with
that noise in the vibration from the existing power

plant. Your report touches upon some of the
inconsistencies, inaccuracies, and straight out
misrepresentations that Invenergy has submitted in their
application. I'm hereto tell you what thetruthis.
Thetruth isthere is no way, according to the experts,
that they can keep their noise levels to the 43 dBA as
required in the town ordinance. They also said that they
will comply with whatever the EFSB saysis the required
noise level that they have to, but the experts have said
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disruptive noise in the middle of the night. | have
e-mailsat 11:00, 12:00, 2:00 in the morning to Dave
Preston, | believe he's the public relations officer for,
and an attorney for Algonquin. In addition to the
Invenergy attorney that my husband and | have had to hire
to represent usin front of the Energy Facility Siting
Board, we have also hired an attorney who represents us
at Algonquin. We are not kidding. The noiseis
unacceptable. The vibration is unacceptable. So, this
undisturbed sleep isareality for us. We don't sleep
when Algonquin isloud.

My husband's disability is aresult of his exposure

to Agent Orange whilein Vietnam. He also hashad a
massive heart attack, has a defibrillator, and a
pacemaker. Asyour report indicates noise can be a
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they're alittle leery about that. They're not so sure

how that can happen, and yet we are told, even though
your report accurately identifiesit would take
extraordinary measures unknown to the industry, they
found avalve. Somewhere thereis avalve out there
that's going to keep the noise from their transmission
from their power plant to alevel that's acceptable. |
don't know how foolish people think Burrillville
residents are, but we're not. We are well-educated, and
we have done our research. The noise levels that will be
emitting from the power plant will be disruptive, and
what will happen if we just believe Invenergy with their
false claims. Oh, they will pay fines. They've been
clear about that. They will pay the fine to the town,

and perhaps they will be fined because of the noise, but
we, the residents of Burrillville, will haveto live or
diewith the outcome. Itisjust too big of arisk. We
cannot accept their words. They have not been a truthful
forthcoming applicant. They have not been a truthful
forthcoming responder to data requests. They surely will
not be agood neighbor. They do not care about us.
Severa of my neighborsand I know, firsthand, how

we have met with Mr. Niland, we shook his hand, and he
has assured us that he would take care of us. Thereis
another neighbor and | who have hired an attorney to
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contributing factor. | ask that your recommendations
with regard to the noise be made much stronger, at a bare
minimum, and let me be clear, | do not want to see this
facility sited in Burrillville, but we don't have a

choice, and neither do you, it's only your advisory
opinion, but my request is that your advisory opinion be
much more strongly worded in that your recommendation is
that you require the Energy Facility Siting Board, you
require Invenergy to buy out anyone in the vicinity, and
if, you know, there seems to be alittle dispute about

what an abutter is. Let's go with the 2.5-mile-radius

blast that Invenergy, what will happen to that town
should a catastrophic event happen in that area.

Y our report also mentions that the Clear River

Energy Center noise report doesn't take into
consideration the LDN. Isn't that coincidental? The
environmental impact statement for Algonquin does, and
for those of you who don't know, the LDN is the day and
nighttime noise level combined. So as a person who lives
in noise sensitivity area number one, if you're looking

at the Algonquin environmental impact statement, or area
M1, if it'sthe Clear River, directly across the street,

| ask you for your support in helping those of uswho
livein that area, and although I'm sure you know it, the
Department of Health's mission statement is to protect,
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1 to prevent disease, and to protect and promote the health 1 cleansed of the MTBE would be significant to your

2 and safety of the people of Rhode Island. That's exactly 2 opinion. Hasit been done before? My understanding from

3 what we are asking you to do. 1'd like to give you have 3 what Invenergy hastold usin the past is a particular

4 acopy of aletter that the Town submitted to FERC, a 4 type of cleansing, and re-releasing into the water has

5 copy of aletter my attorney John Boehnert sent FERC, and 5 not been done before. | have also been told by people

6 the copy of theletter my husband and | sent to FERC 6 that the carbon cleansing is, in fact, inadequate, and

7 about the experience we've had. Thank you. 7 that they should be looking at something like nitrogen

8 MR. MODERATOR: Thank you, Kathy. | invite 8 flushing, which is done in the Netherlands, supposedly.

9 the next five speakers, come down. Sally Mendzela, Paul 9 Also, what will happen with the dirty water? Isit going
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Roselli, Irene Watson, Jen Bailey and Eva Rosdlli.

MS. MENDZELA: My nameis Sally Mendzela. |
will spell it for you, M-E-N-D-Z-E-L-A. Okay. | read
the Department of Health draft, and it's an interesting
combination of highly-technical information and sort of
oatmealy non-opinion-making nothing. So, my comment, and
| understand it is a difficult process. You have al of
the different departments, all the different issues that
people have to respond to, | get that. But what | have
doneisin the areas where | had a specific question, I'm
not anticipating an answer, it's just a consideration for
you as you go into your final document that you will have
documentation that there are certain questions that you
have not taken into consideration with the answers that
you have provided so far.
In terms of the noise, a quote that you had in the
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to be released into the Clear River? And, if so, that's
something that you need to respond to. Y ou need to have
an understanding. If that getsinto the aquifer, and if

it's not properly cleansed, and if something else happens
to it during this process where it's used for cooling,

what are the health ramifications? Thereisnothingin
your draft about this.

Ammonia, so 40,000 gallons of ammonia stored. How
often will tankers be delivering their payload? Thereis
reference to that, and who is responsible for leaks or
explosions of tankersthat are offsite? Thereis mention
of the fact that the peril iswithin so many feet of the
boundaries of Invenergy. My question is, if it's coming
into the plant and something goes wrong what are the
dangersto the people living in the area, and who is
responsible for taking care of that?

©O© 0N O A~ WDNPRP

NNNNNNRERRRRR R B B
O RWNRPROOO®O®NOOUMWNLEO

Page 34

draft says, there is a substantial variation among people
and sound perception. Now, that being true we can assume
that anyone reporting an issue with noise that is

negative is actually reporting what they determine that
they are hearing, and this could be for avariety of

reasons. It could be, the variance could be due to
neurological anomalies ranging from cultural differences
aswell as the tolerance to noises within their own

homes. Soit's highly subjective. Regardless of how

many charts you have in the appendices, it remains
subjective. Thereisno way that you can say,

definitively, that someone is having alegitimate noise
complaint or not.

My recommendation is that you might want to

recommend to Invenergy that they pipein music over the
town to mask the noises. This could be done by
referendum so everyone's taste can be taken into account
on arotating schedule.

In the water area, in your summary the first

sentence in paragraph two has to do with the MTBE, and my
guestion is what does the phrase regarding withdrawals of
MTBE, what does the phrase not a concern at thistime
mean? Does that mean that things have to go horribly
wrong before you would have a different opinion? | would
have the expectation that how water would supposedly be
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Hydrogen, is there a hydrogen control system backup
in the compressed hydrogen storage? What's the
worst-possible scenario? Y ou don't have anything about
that in the draft. It would seem to me that you should
be looking at what is the backup, and how does the vent
system work, which is referenced in the hydrogen pressure
release system? How isit released? Where doesit go?
You just mention that thereis a vent system. I'm kind
of curious about that, as I'm surewe all are. Andin
terms of climate change, it seemed to me asiif the
statement that you have about that was done by committee,
because it doesn't say much. It's very, it's sort of,
like, why equivocally. You're not being asked to render
an enforcement policy. You're smply being asked for
your opinion, and so what possible healthy outcomes could
we expect from a plant that burns fossil fuels? Why
can't you just come out and say that there is no possible
benefit to the people in the area or the entire state or
the region from burning fossil fuels? Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you. Paul.

MR. ROSELLI: Thank you. Thank you to you
and other members of the Department of Health for coming
tonight. My nameis Paul Roselli. I'm going to be
speaking tonight on behalf of the Burrillville Land
Trust. We are aprivate land trust in the Town of
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1 Burrillville. We are a nonprofit land trust, but 1 and it'simportant to look at that 20-year horizon
2 actualy before| tell you alittle bit about that and 2 because a power plant of this nature won't change their
3 that organization and some of our comments, I'm going to 3 turbinesin 20 years. The life expectancy of this power
4 tell you alittle bit about me. | have a Bachelor of 4 plant is40 years. Forty yearsfrom now what will the
5 Sciencein Plant and Soil Science. | have a Master of 5 standards be, 20 years from now, five years from now,
6 Artsin Education, and 40 years after | got my Master of 6 what will the standards be, and where should our numbers
7 Artsin Education, I'm back in school again. I'min 7 beeven before the plant is switched on and put in
8 Bryant University in the Master of Science Program in 8 operation?
9 Globa Environmental Studies. A lot of policy. Thank 9 Inyour draft advisory there are a number of areas
10 you. One of my first classes wasin toxicology, and | 10 that need further study, and | would strongly suggest you
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have to tell you without laughing too loudly, that I got
a40 on my first exam in toxicology. My second exam |
got a60. | ended up getting an A minusin the class.

I'm in no way an expert, but what I'm learning in that
classin policy isthat along with the passion for

learning, there is a compassion in my scientific studies.
The compassion sometimes has to outweigh, the scientific
methodology that's used. The compassion hasto take
precedence over the numbers. What I'm recommending, and
the Land Trust is recommending to the Department of
Health in their preliminary draft advisory opinion isto
use some of that compassion to look at what has already
taken place in the Town of Burrillville. Inthe MTBE
issues, | want you to come out and do a quantitative and
gualitative analysis, a study about the harmful impacts
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do that further study wherever it's suggested that

further study needs to be conducted more research needs
to be adhered to. Do the research. Do the studies. If
you do a study on the Resilient Rhode Island Act and air
quality, right now in Rhode Island you will find that we
actually meet the Resilient Rhode Island Act. We meet
the tenets of those reductions. This one power plant, if
you want to look at, well, how will this one power plant
impact the air emissions of the State of Rhode Island as
awhole? This one power plant will increase by 30
percent over today's emissions.

There are other areas that we should look at. |

have written down some of those areas and will submit a
paper both in written form and e-mail form to the
Department of Health, but what 1'd like to leave you with
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of MTBE al theway from 1990. It's not that difficult.

Do a door-to-door assessment of what has happened since
the 1990s and compare it with what €l se has happened in
the state, local, regional, and national MTBE cases.

It'san easy lift. Along with that | want you to look at
what | looked at when | looked at scientific studies.

All scientific studies get changed. The numbers get
changed. Toxicology was a passion for a semester. What
| learned from that is that the numbers of long ago don't
apply today. The numbers 20 years from now won't apply
now. A good example of that is childhood |ead poisoning.
Twenty years ago used to be 15 micrograms per deciliter
of blood. Today, as anybody in the Department of Health
will tell you, it is now down five micrograms per

deciliter of blood. Thereistalk at the EPA and WHO of
reducing that number, and you know aswell as | do that
after you get to five, the only place you can go is zero.
Those are the numbers you should be dealing with. |
would suggest that you look at a 20-year review on both
sides of today's guidelines for assessing health risk

for, health risks for proposed air pollution sources.

Look at a 20 year, look at the standard twenty years ago,
look at today's, predict, look at the numbers, the
difference, isit athreefold, fivefold, tenfold

increase, decrease, rather. Look at 20 years from now,
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isthis thought that the actions that we take today,
whether it be writing an advisory opinion, coming up with
research studies, only pertain to today. We can look at
with ease, with ease, of what a predictive model would
look like, three, five, ten years down the road. To me,
that's what I'm learning in my courses at Bryant
University, how to look into the future and say what will
be the impact of this power plant over the next five
years, ten years.
That's the compassion, and that compassion iswhat |
expect from our Department of Health. Thank you so much.
MR. MODERATOR: Irene.
MS. WATSON: Sorry. | didn't know | was
next. My nameis Irene Watson. I'm anurse
practitioner. 1'm here to discuss some of the concerns |
have regarding the proposed plant and the Department of
Health advisory draft letter. 1'm sorry to say that
other than the noise impact | feel that the other health
impacts have been gravely underestimated. The noise | do
agree with, and | do think that the recommendations for
the purchase of properties subject to noise levels that
cause serious annoyance and also disruption are in order.
Asfar as electromagnetic fields, | think that point is
kind of moot, because we already have them there, so
there is nothing we can do about that. The drinking
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1 water, | do not agree that the MTBE containment wells are 1 and platelet activation, which provides a more proximal
2 not ahealth concern at the time. We do have alaw. 2 link between particulate matter and coronary artery
3 You're probably familiar with that, and it's been 3 disease. Sowe know that C-reactive protein increases
4 determined that the Pascoag well cannot be used as a 4 and aso coagulation malformations causeit. Thereis
5 water supply. | must state it does not say that it 5 also considered rapid thrombosis formation due to it.
6 cannot be a potable water supply. It saysit cannot be a 6 Asfar asthe pulmonary part of it, that's of a
7 water supply. We know that thereis an inability to 7 particular concernto me. | know that peoplein the
8 remove 100 percent of the (inaudible) from wells, and we 8 audience here know that I, myself, have asthma but mine
9 know that the return to wastewater treatment will be 9 is, | guess, not as major of aconcern asitisto
10 concentrated after the process at the plant. Although 10 children. Children are much more susceptible to
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Invenergy agrees that the water will be improved and have
guoted Santa M onica contaminated wells proves this can be
done. | would like to remind you that this took 14 years
to accomplish and took over 165 million dollarsto

operate and make that plant. | doubt, I'm not sure, but

| doubt that Invenergy has that sort of treatment and
support for Burrillville. It'sinteresting that

Invenergy has asked Harrisville to use their water supply
now which will further deplete the aquifer, that'sa
meeting later on tonight, and deplete our aquifer more,
which we are already in a state of adrought this year.

We know that water is essential to life, and we know that
the 1SO has shown us that the electric plant is not

essential to life at thistime.

Air pollution and specifically asthmais one of my
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particulate matter, and | happen to have a grandson who
has asthma who will be living about 1500 feet from the
proposed power plant, and he also has a condition called
central congenital hyperventilation syndrome. One of two
people in the State of Rhode Island who does have it, and
about 600 people in the world who have it. He hasa
diaphragmatic pacemaker, so air quality is of most
concern to him. So when people deliberately say if one
person will beinjured, | can tell you one person will be
injured | know of, and that will be my grandson.

Asfar as the pulmonary concerns, it says that

children who have been found to move from areas of higher
to lower particulate matter concentration had increased
growth in their lung function, and those who move from
areas of lower to higher concentration had decreased
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concerns. 1'm most worried as one of my colleagues
Kathleen pointed out about the particul ate matter, and
the Department of Health summarizes that the air quality
does not exceed the national air quality standards, and
the cumulative impact would not result in adverse health
effects. | believe, as Kathleen does, that we are just

on the edge of discovering the effects of small

particulate matter. It is something that will be quite
important in the future. It has now been linked to
inflammation throughout the body, leading to
cardiovascular disease, and it has been written that the
small increases in particulate matter of 2.5 which is now
considered below the NPA limits, raise mortality or cause
of people over 65, and that data was gleaned from New
England from Harvard, Dr. Schwartz, from Harvard
Environmental AcademiaBiological Department by Medicare
and zip codesin New England. | also at the time of
information would like to tell you alittle bit about the
research that | have found on this, that it has, studies
have shown that the exposure and the devel opment of
arteriosclerosis disease is caused by systemic
inflammation, and human studies have shown that effects
appear to be mediated by inflammatory cytokines, and
elevationsin C-reactive protein. Also, acute exposure

of particulate matter causes changes in the coagulation
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growth in lung function. Even children with better lung
function were susceptible to new onset asthma when
exposed to higher levels of particulate matter.

The other concern regarding particular matter is one

that we don't always think about, but you know, we always
wonder, the March of Dimes and premature birth, well, the
World Health Organization estimates that particulate
matter air pollution contributes to approximately 800,000
premature deaths each year, ranking it the thirteenth
leading cause of mortality worldwide, however, many
studies show that the relationship is deeper and far more
complicated than originally thought. Particulate matter
isaportion of the air pollution that is made up of
extremely small particles and liquid droplets containing
acid organic chemicals, metal, and solid or dust

particles, which, actually are able to go deeper into

your lungs. So, it has been found to raise premature
births.

And you have also stated within your advisory

opinion on page 16 that you admit it's not possible to
predict asthma-related impact specificaly to the
proposed facility, and | believe that thereis some
evidence that shows that we could be stronger on that
opinion, that we could say that it will affect asthma.
Asfar as our emergency response and prevention, |
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1 think we al can safely state here that we, as atown, 1 England. It will be lessthan five miles from the

2 aregeneraly, asaregion, are woefully unprepared for 2 biggest power plant in Rhode Island. Both power plants

3 any catastrophic impact from this plant, and | believe 3 will reside in the small town of Burrillville. There are

4 that's enough said on that issue. 4 many risksthat outweigh the alleged benefits of this

5 Climate change and (inaudible) does not help Rhode 5 project.

6 Island meet the Rhode Island Resilient Act and will not 6 Solet'sjust look quickly at the need. Inthe

7 help us become fossil fuel independent. We know natural 7 healthcare field our providers take a Hippocratic Oath to

8 gasisworsethan coal even if only three percent leaks 8 donoharm. Soif apatient comesin for a procedure and

9 through the lifecycle of the plant. Before the Aliso 9 thereisno need and/or the risks outweighs the benefits
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Canyon disaster in Los Angeles, the Uintah basin,
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration found a
six to 12 percent leakage rates for natural gas and found
a 17 percent lossinthe Los Angeles basin. So they're
losing 17 percent just from leaking pipes and from
emissions before there was a catastrophic event. Harvard
studies have found that the US Shield (inaudible) overall
had increased the global methane emissions by more than
30 percent. We cannot afford as a society to use more
natural gas as a bridge to renewable energy. Thisis

what we have been told over and over again, that we need
touseitasabridge. And| say it'sjust suicide. And

my wish is that the Department of Health will come out
with a stronger stance and opposition to this plant asa
line in the sand message that we as a society in Rhode
Island will not tolerate fossil fuel but rather support
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we will not do the procedure. Here |SO-NE states that we
have enough power. The press release, enclosed, and |
will give you a packet, states there are sufficient
resources even with the other power plantsin the region
coming offline. Actualy, thereisasurplus. Not only
isthere asurplus, but they predict a.02% overall
decline each year for the overall demand of electricity
in the region.

If there is no need, and we know there are major

health concerns, if we are following the Hippocratic
Oath, the plant would not be built.

There are many areas you touch upon in your advisory
opinion for the Clear River Energy Center.
Electromagnetic fields, noise, drinking water quality,
air pollution, asthma, emergency response, prevention,
climate change, and health. For time's sake, | will
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only renewables going forward. We have a chance here to
be anational |eader that putsits citizens and its
plants over money.

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you, Irene. Jen.

MS. BAILEY: I'mjust going to state my name
quickly. My nameis Jennifer Bailey, but | also want to
mention that there are two very important meetings right
now, and thisis one of them, being the Department of
Health, but thereis also the Harrisville Water
Department meeting that alot of people are stepping out
and then will be coming back in after that meeting to the
Department of Health, so | just wanted to make mention so
you understand why people are coming in and out. And |
know that some people have signed up, like, for instance,
my husband who would have been after me, but he's going
to that meeting. So when people step back in, if they
could just squeeze in after they come back inin order to
speak, that would be wonderful. Thank you.
So let mejust start here. Good evening, my nameis
Jennifer Bailey. I'm aresident of Burrillville, Rhode
Island. | have my Master's Degreein Science, and |
practice anesthesia. | want to address some of the many
health concerns with the proposal of Invenergy Power
Plant in Burrillville. Invenergy has proposed building
one of the biggest power plants of itskind in New
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focus on afew.

Let's start with electromagnetic fields, EMF. You

state that research isinconclusive with pediatric

cancer. Researchin thisfield started in the US around
1990. There has been less than 26 years of research, and
research has found very significant health impacts. Y our
health report dismisses any health effects of EMF, which
is not the case through the current research. There are
links between EMF causing diabetes, multiple sclerosis,
attention deficit disorders, asthma, and many more. In
2006 studies support three percent of the US population
having electro hypersensitivity and 35 percent having
symptoms of electro hypersensitivities. Thisis
significant and means that people are becomingill by
high voltage lines along with cumulative effects from
other forms of electricity they are exposed to on adaily
basis.

Light Pollution. Next, let'stalk about light

pollution, and alot of this does pertain to the noise
pollution aswell. Y our advisory opinion did not focus
on light pollution from the plant, which is another major
health effect. The population in this arealove their
dark-night skies, one of the many reasons why many have
moved out here to Burrillville. There are adew of
negative impacts on human health and safety from light
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1 pollution. Being exposed to bluelight, in particular, 1 the other power plantsinthe area. Anditis not taking

2 likethat of a power plant has been linked to obesity, 2 into account many of the other known chemicals and

3 depression, seeping disorders, cancer, diabetes and 3 carcinogens emitted from the plant in pounds per million

4 more. Like most life on Earth, humans adhereto a 4 onadaily basis, which | think Mary Jane Bailey touched

5 circadian rhythm, our biological clock, a sleep-wake 5 upon some of that.

6 pattern governed by day-night cycle. Artificial light at 6 When viewing hospital data from 1993-2008, research

7 night can disrupt that cycle. Our bodies produce the 7 supports a high incidence of asthma, acute respiratory

8 hormone melatonin in response to circadian rhythm. 8 infection, and COPD. The research continues to examine

9 Melatonin helps keep us healthy. It has antioxidant 9 air pollution exposures and associates it with increased
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properties, induces sleep, boosts the immune system,
lowers cholesterol, and hel ps the functioning of the
thyroid, pancreas, ovaries, testes and adrenal glands.
Nighttime exposure to artificial light, especialy blue
light, which is that of power plants, suppresses
melatonin production. The scientific community is
studying the range and complexity of circadian disruption
and the role of melatonin suppression from too much
artificial light at night. Scientists are finding an
undisputed connection between sufficient sleep and good
health. On the 15th of June 2009 the American Medical
Association also adopted resolutions that support the
reduction of light pollution and glare. 1n 2012 the
American Medical Association has recognized light at
night as a carcinogen and a health risk. Ongoing
research continues to probe the connection between
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risks of not only respiratory but cardiovascular disease,
central nervous system disease, pregnancy complications,
triggers for asthma attacks, higher rates of bronchitis

and premature death.

Water pollution, the plant is using unprecedented

MTBE contaminated water, which iswells 3 and 3A which
were court ordered sealed in affiliation with you, the
Department of Health, in conjunction with a court order.
According to the court order, this well was never to be
used for awater supply. This means awater supply for
any purposes. According to Rhode Island General Law
42-98-2 the applicant, and thisis EFSB law, the

applicant needs to have a high quality water source.

I've read documents from both DEM and the Department of
Health that are referring to the water source as an

industrial use. If that's what you are considering this
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natural darkness and human health.

Air pollution, about a month ago, there was a visual
depiction of al the power plants and the proposed power
plantsin the areawhich | have enclosed, and actually,
Renee came up and showed us the depiction here, which was
very helpful. That depiction, that picture that she

used, does not include power plants from Providence,
Johnston or the proposed power plant in Providence. Not
only do we have the health effects from air pollution
from numerous other power plantsin the area but we are
adding one of the biggest of itskind in New England at
1000 megawatts to add to the cumulative health effects.
A research article looked at the association between
residential proximity to the fuel-fired power plants and
the hospitalization rate for respiratory diseases. There
was a high significance of respiratory illnesses and
diseases that required hospitalization in the area.

Unlike motor vehicles, which is another source of air
pollution, fossil-fuel-fired power plants are stationary.
According to Invenergy's application the CO2 alone
emitted from this plant would be the equivalent to adding
750,000 vehicles. That's almost two times the amount of
vehicles that we have registered in RI today and that
would bein acurrent pristine location. That is not
taking into account any other cumulative effects from all
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water source, then it's against the law, because it is

not a high quality water source. It took Santa Monica
Cadlifornia 10 to 12 yearsfor their first well that was
contaminated with MTBE to come back online. They are
currently still remediating other wells that were
contaminated. Experts have educated us on the proper way
to remediate the wells. They stated that we need to
remediate the MTBE at the source of the contamination
which is currently not near the location of wells 3 and
3A. Instead, if this plant was approved, we would be
ignoring expert opinion and letting a power plant use up
to 924,000 gallons aday, expelling it into our sewer
system, down our rivers and up to 2/3 of it into our
atmosphere. Thiswill have the possibility of polluting
all other water sourcesin the area. Redisticaly, this
could contaminate our wellsin town and we could
potentially lose an entire town's water supply. | hope
you are addressing this health concern in your advisory
opinion. The world has |ess than one percent
availability of clean drinking water in the world. This
is not awise option, where there is no dire need of
electricity in thisarea. If there were adire need,
ISO-NE would state there was a need.

In the end with no need and numerous health

concerns, environmental impacts, et cetera, this plant
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1 needsto be stopped. It should not be approved, period. 1 (Unidentified person raises hand)
2 The application should not have been able to get beyond 2 MS. ROSELLI: No, no, everybody hereis
3 the application status according to EFSB law without a 3 redly affected, and stress, constant stress, we are
4 high quality water source. After reviewing all the 4 talking months and months. | don't know, I'm very
5 cumulative effects from existing power plants, 5 grateful that you're here, but | don't know if you
6 Burrillvilleis already hosting the largest power plant 6 realize how many meetings are here last month. | think,
7 inRI, two compressor stations, one doubling in 7 | don't know, it was like five different meetings. Today
8 expansion. Thisisnot liberty and justice at all. It 8 there aretwo. | thought I'd have a break tomorrow, no,
9 isenvironmental injustice and will impact our health in 9 tomorrow is another one, and it'sall very stressful.
10 many ways. 10 Basicaly, | started taking panic pills, because | am not
11 Please, in your advisory opinion to the EFSB, | urge 11 apublic speaker, so what do | do to speak? | need to do
12 you to protect the health of RI and firmly state that the 12 something. Y ou see constant stress lowersimmunity. So
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health risks do not outweigh any alleged benefits. Thank
you.

MR. MODERATOR: Eva.

MS. ROSELLI: Yes, Eva

MR. MODERATOR: After Evawell take aquick
break.

MS. ROSELLI: A lot of things were already
said, and | would not like to repeat back to back. |
want to just mention afew things. | also started (sic)
the work of Union Office of Concerned Scientists like one
of the other men speaking here regarding farmer. And
there is nothing good about fracking technology. As
somebody else said we would be here dying with cancer.

there isabig problem aready just because of the

process. From my point of view, should be after one
meeting, after recognizing what kind of technology
Invenergy proposed, things should be basically stopped,
because they also, they also do solar. They do wind.
Somehow they were bringing us the most toxic thing they
could. Some countries even stopped them like Germany as
well as Scotland. Scotland is not a country, but they
aretrying to be, they completely stopped fracking,
because it is so toxic. Sowe are basically dealing here
for over the months with a life-threatening event,

because many of uswould die here, and the constant
stress we are going through is making us sick. What also
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We would be dying with asthma. There would be noise
which would need to interfere with our sleeping pattern,
with our lives. It'svery hard to function normally

under constant noise. We would even be having
earthquakes which were obviously not good for our health.
I'm trying to stick with the subject of not healthy. We
would have methane gas. We would be breathing methane
gas as anormal part of what's happening with functioning
of this power plant, and that's just normal function.

That's not even possible accident, and alot of accidents
are happening like there was an explosion in California
last year. It took them monthsto be able to stopit.

There were floods in Texas which flush toxic carcinogen
chemicals with waters and basically there was an
environmental disaster. Thereisno way to stop it. We
are not prepared to stop it. Thetechnology is deadly,

even when functioning correctly, but what | really want

to talk about is what's already happening herein our
community. It's been already months, many months when we
are dealing with thislife threat, and alot of people

here are working very hard preparing for meetings, giving
speeches. People don't normally give speeches. They are
under enormous stress and alot of extrawork. Let me
ask, who hereis not affected by stress related to the

power plant, anybody? The one person is not affected.
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happens, because so many meetings are happening, and
nobody tells us, okay, it's over, people start feeling
powerless, and that's really no good. Thereis something
about powerlessness which leads to depression, and if
people start losing their health as well as their houses,
because their houses will be worthless financially,

really, nobody would buy them, they can't move out, alot
of peoplein thiskind of situation commit suicide. So,
there are a so other risks of that sort which nobody had
mentioned here, but that | thought | will bring it up,

but there isreally a problem here.

So last month | was in Europe. | was on vacation,

and | had to still think about what's happening in
Burrillville, and honestly speaking, | don't even own a
house here, | could just move on, pick my choice and
move, but thisis so important. It's not just about
Burrillville. This plant would basically put in enormous
area, that the air quality, the wind would go up to 30
miles around poisoning people.

So | want to tell alittle story, so | wasin last

month, like two weeks ago, | was in this amazing old salt
mine from the Middle Ages, and they showed us salt kind
of like shaped like this size, just a brick of salt.

They said in the Middle Agesthis brick of salt could buy
you two villages with people, and suddenly | thought
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1 about Burrillville, what's happening here, somebody is 1 7, thesetanker trucks are coming out of what | believe

2 buying us, money for alot of people. Money isso 2 isthe Superfund site right near Colonial Kennels, and

3 important that our lives, our well-being, and we are 3 they're loading up water without any oversight, and

4 talking about thousands of people who would lose their 4 because they're using these trucks that are hired, they

5 health. It'slike not such avalue. For alot of 5 aretrucksthat leak, and so as I'm driving, if I'm going

6 people, money, it's like worshipping God in this country, 6 on the northbound side coming home, half the road is

7 whichreadlly, really worries me to the point, and | want 7 soaking wet al the way from the bottom where 104 is,

8 to bring it up, it's not a pleasant subject, but | want 8 because some of those trucks come that way, and also when

9 to bring it up that even organizations which are meant to 9 they come out of that Superfund site where it's gated,
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protect citizens of our country like FDA or ADD, American
Academy of Pediatrics, they receive donations from big
corporations, from meat companies, so thisis an example
of legalized bribery, which is happening in this country.
Our poaliticians that receive money, they receive money
also because of the elections, but it'sreally for the
system here that money is more important than life, and,
please, do not be that organization. Please, hear us,
because thousands of people are fighting here for their
well-being, for their health, to the point of their
lives.

MR. MODERATOR: We are going to keep moving
along. I'm going to invite the next five people, and
just remind you all to be respectful of the time, so we
can get through everybody. We're only halfway through
right now the people who have signed up.

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

private property, no oneis allowed in there except these
water trucks. | don't know where they're getting their
water from, what kind of quality thiswater is. Itis
under the radar, and these trucks drop their loads,
because the trucks all rust and leak, and we're all
driving behind with the spray of this water kicking up
into our faces and in our intake to the air vents.

Heaven forbid those poor neighbors who live along that
strip of road don't know, they're out in the yard,

there's people walking dogs through the water. They
think it'sjust water. They don't realize that thisis

very likely Superfund site water, and these trucks fill

up the pond, and Ocean State bringsit all in and
launches it up into the air with their turbines, our air,
and thisis stuff that the DEM finds out about. Thereis
people who tell on them, and they get shut down, but |
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So the next five people, Jeremy Bailey, | believe
he's not here, but he'll be back, | understand, so Denise
Potvin.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Can | make aquick
announcement about the other hearing before people go to
that. So the other hearing, just so people know, it has
been moved to the Assembly Theater, just so folks know.

MR. MODERATOR: So Denise, and then we have
Cynthia and Raymond. Is Raymond till here? Okay.
Great, and Mary, and Stephanie, | believe. Next up is
Denise.

MS. POTVIN: My name is Denise Potvin. |
livein Harrisville, and what | want to talk about today
isnot al the things that everybody istalking about,
not what you guys have written in your advisory opinion
draft, not really anything that's made the papers. It's
an interesting thing. | drive to work every day down
Route 7, or often down Route 7, and when | do, during the
summer when the Ocean State Power Plant runs out of its
capacity of water that they can withdraw from the
Blackstone River, | notice, and I'm sure we have al seen
these flaggersin the road stopping people on 102 and
letting the water tanker trucks go in to fill up the
Ocean State Reservoir that they use as a backup plan,
their plan B. The problem | find as| drive down Route
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think 1'm correct, they were in trouble for doing the
same thing in Uxbridge, they would go steal their water.
They steal water from other tributaries from the
Blackstone River. So they're not only avoiding the
restrictions about how much water they can take out of
the Blackstone, but they're finding creative ways,
because it's like a heroin addict, they need water to
survive. It'stheir blood. Andif they don't have their
water, they will go to any length, just like a heroin
addict, to find water, even when it's not safe.
So, inwriting, in their application, al the things
that they do, they say all these nice things about how
proper they're going to be, and they have attorneys that
vet it all, and don't say it that way, say it thisway,
and in the end that's not what they do. They're
poisoning us. That'sit. Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you. Cynthia.

MS. CROOK PICK: I'm going to let Ray take
my spot.

MR. TRINQUE: Hi, my nameis Raymond
Trinque. | read your draft, and | was so disappointed
with the MTBE section that | was going to read a letter
from, Mr. Ritsemadid a study in 2002 but technology has
let me down. So think that thisis going to look more
like my regular testimony. First of all, you mentioned
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1 that there were 80 people. | counted a high watermark 1 poisoned. We are not going to trust Invenergy to take

2 tonight of 147. What's going on is there are two 2 careof us. Wewould like you to help take care of us.

3 meetings that are pulling people in two different 3 One of the things that was mentioned was where the MTBE

4 directions. Oneisyour meeting, which is extremely 4 water is going to go, and it's going to go to the

5 important. The other is ameeting where they're going to 5 wastewater treatment plant here in Burrillville, and then

6 ask the water district in town to provide drinking water 6 itisgoing to go into atributary of the Blackstone

7 tocool thisplant. It'svery difficult for people. 7 River. It'sgoing to go into the Clear River. Thereis

8 They'regoingin all different directions. Thisis part 8 no saneideaof this, and the problemis, isthat even

9 of the shenanigans and tomfoolery that Invenergy has 9 using our, our polluted well 3 and 3A, that's not enough
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subjected usto.

We have been in this particular room five or six

times. We overflowed it the last meeting we had with the
Governor of over 600 people. There are 606 seats here,
so | don't want you to think that thereis alack of
interest. When we talk about the tension, as Mrs.
Rosdlli said, thereistension. We are dl sitting here
trying to testify, so we can go to the next meeting. If
we are at the baseball field with our kids, we are
worried about whether we should be at another meeting.
That is alegitimate concern.

Also, Invenergy is not only getting into the
skullduggery and stuff, but they've also outright lied.
They've published articles in the local newspapers or
local shoppers' guides that has incorrectly identified

the date, times, and places of meetings. They've
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for Invenergy, they need to get our drinking water, and
the other meeting that we are trying to get out to, that

you see people coming and going to is a meeting that, you
know, the local water board is being asked to drill wells
on Invenergy's dime so that we can provide clean drinking
water to cool their mega monster. It can't be allowed.

It can not be allowed. We are not going to use our last
cup of drinking water to cool this plant. | wouldn't use
my last cup of drinking water to cool St. Jude's

Hospital. The fact of the matter isit'sinsane. Itis

insane, and by the way Invenergy is, they've got the
money. They have got, they had a paid consultant, who is
now at that other meeting, representing that water

district, it sounds like a conflict to me, well, maybe

not, he said that we could take baths and swim in the
MTBE water, we'd be perfectly healthy. Thisiswhat
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admitted on the stand that they lied on the stand in

other cases. Thisisacompany you cannot trust. This
company is not going to treat us like Mother Nature
treats us, so let's get serious about Invenergy.

| live ahundred yards from 3 and 3A. My wife and

our neighbor both got brain tumors, and my wife survived
and my neighbor didn't. When | look at the woefully
inadequate portion of your draft that deals with MTBE, a
tear comesto my eyewhen | look at it. | said, you got

to bekidding. These are the people that are going to
take care us of, and thisiswhat they've got. Thisis

it. You'refighting a major, major corporate political
monster, and if you are going to be of any effect, you
have got to be stern, and you have got to use your
knowledge and your intestinal fortitude to say what's
really true, and that isthat thisisn't going to help
anybody. ThisMTBE isthe same. 1'm going to put in the
letter from Mr. Ritsema but the fact of the matter is he
stated that in 2002 that carbon filtration was totally
inadequate in order to clean the massive MTBE spill that
we have. At thetimeit wasthe largest spill in Rhode
Island. It isconsidered the largest spill in New

England, and at one point it was considered the largest
spill in the United States. We don't have to imagine
what it would be like to be poisoned. We have been
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Invenergy isdoing. Thisiswhat they're saying. This
iswhat they're putting forth.

| always say that if you lieto meonce, if you lie

to metwice, if you lie to me three times, you're aliar.
Ladies and gentlemen, you cannot trust Invenergy to take
care of our health. That's your responsibility. You
helped us back when the MTBE spill came, we appreciate
it, because we didn't end up like Flint, Michigan. We
didn't end up with years of brain damage and childhood
illnesses. We at least got on top of it. We solved the
problem. In Mr. Ritsemas letter, he said that the

battle was won when we were able to buy water from
Harrisville, and that's true, that was 2002, but that

battle still goes on, because we are still paying

exorbitant amounts of money for water from the
Harrisville Water District, because after millions of
dollars and many years of well drilling, the Pascoag
Water District has not been able to locate a water source
that is adequate for the village of Pascoag, and now, the
other meeting down the street is about finding a water
source that is on the other tributary to the Clear River,
which is the Branch River, which isin much worse shape,
and we are now going to take clean drinking water and
cool apower plant. It'sunbelievable, but bottom line,
ladies and gentlemen, anybody with one of these knows
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1 that thisis not good for the health of the people here 1 whole, and the burdens of the state ought to be fairly
2 inBurrillville. You have helped us once, help us again. 2 distributed among its citizens. Burrillvilleis already
3 Thank you. 3 bearing more of the burden than any other part of the
4 MR. MODERATOR: Thank you, Raymond. 4 state. That said, this plant isnot agood idea. It's
5 Cynthia? 5 not needed for Burrillville or Rhode Island. Thank you.
6 MS. CROOK PICK: Hi, I'm Cynthia Crook Pick. 6 MR. MODERATOR: Thank you, Cynthia. Mary?
7 I'm from Harrisville, Rhode Island, and as you have heard 7 MS. RYAN: Sol camein late, and I'm not
8 from the residents of thistown, it isvery clear to the 8 really clear who's representing the Department of Health.
9 board, aswell, that this project is not being promoted 9 I'massuming it isthe four of you. Y ou'rethe attorney,
10 or accepted very well. Kathy Sherman read the mission 10 right?
11 statement of the Rhode Island Department of Health. It 11 MR. MODERATOR: Right.
12 isyour obligation to prevent disease and protect and 12 MS. RYAN: So I'm going to address the four
13 promote the health and safety of the people of Rhode 13 of you. My nameisMary Ryan. | live herein the Town
14 1dand. How can you factually prove this proposal from 14 of Burrillville in the village of Mapleville, and | am
15 Invenergy Power Plant is not a health risk to the people 15 goingto speak. Some of you are familiar to me, because
16 of Burrillville and Rhode Island? | don't think you can. 16 | think I'm probably familiar to you alittle bit,
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Theair quality, the exposure to pollutants, noise, the
potential recontamination from MTBE tainted water. It's
ridiculous. Theair quality alone that you wrotein the
report israther dated. It doesn't take into effect
everything that is going to be happening to us. We have
two power plants here, we will be sitting in the middle

of afour-and-a-half-mile radius of two massive power
plants. We have Ocean State Power, which | live one and
ahaf milesfrom, and now | will have this one
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farmer's market, and the (inaudible) that people are

nutty about, right? So, the four of you, can | ask,

before anybody, you know, | say what | have to say, how
many of you were here 16 years ago when the MTBE crisis
happened, were working at the Department of Health? So,
the reason why | ask you this, if you could all look at

me just for aminute, you're al, you're hearing probably
some hostility, and it's probably, you know, alittle
unnerving, and I'm going to say thisto you with all
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four-and-a-half-miles away.

| personally have respiratory issues. | spent seven

years of my lifetravelling back and forth to Zambarano
Hospital, because | have tuberculosis. | was diagnosed
with asthmawhen | moved to Burrillville, | fear that it
will only get worse if this power plant isbuilt. 1tis
asevere hazard to my health. | am already using
inhalers, and steroids, and quite frankly, if this goes

in, I think | will, like alot of residents, we will

move, and that will create another issue for Rhode
Island, because you will not have the income or the
residents to pay the taxes that you need to keep the
State going.

I remind you that you have an obligation to protect

the residents of Rhode Island and Burrillville. Y ou must
be firm in your advisory opinion. If this proposed
facility can potentially harm one person of the State or
this town you must opposeit. And from your draft, there
are many reasons why you should opposeit. 1'm going to
read you one fact when | close. Article 1 Section 2 of
the Rhode Island Constitution states, the laws are for

the good of the whole. Burdensto be equally
distributed. All free governments are instituted for the
protection, safety, and happiness of the people. All

laws, therefore, should be made for the good of the
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sincerity, you're the face of some of the individuals,

sadly, that we were betrayed by 16 years ago, and so a

lot of the stuff that you're hearing from isfear,

terror, frightening, because we lived it. We're the data
that long term EPA is going to be looking to see the
diseases that happened without, sadly, I'm going to be a
little graphic, and | hope that this camera can kind of

like, but | had a small coffee shop in Pascoag, the

Village of Pascoag, and | lost my business as aresult of
the water. All summer long, there were people that came
in aside from some of the health issuesthat |

experienced with my, aswell as my husband, and my
children unknowingly, because it wasn't disclosed to us
that the water was contaminated until the Department of
Health did come in and tell usin September, but

nonethel ess, there were women and men that came in with
severe respiratory illnesses all summer long. They were
very, very sick. There were woman, and you know, when
you're someone who has a coffee shop, they confide in you
like, kind of, like, really intimately, and there was,

there were woman who didn't know each other, men who
didn't know each other, but would stop in and kind of
talk, and you know, woman were bleeding rectally,
bleeding vaginally, not in a healthy way, and it was
related to the water. There were people who came in with
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1 severe, severe bronchitis. There were ten of us that 1 really important, as aresult of contamination of wells

2 went to the court. | wasinstrumental in filing the 2 number 3A and 3, number 3, and under a consent order

3 petition, the injunction, to shut the wells down. So, | 3 signed, speaking of the same consent order that they were

4 have firsthand knowledge of the experience and the fact 4 talking about in their letter of intent, in January 15

5 of the matter isthat we had found it necessary to have 5 2002, PUD is prohibited from using water from wells

6 to go to court which was disgusting. There were months 6 number 3A and number 3 except, quote, for remediation of

7 that went by where nobody helped. So | lost my business. 7 the contamination as directed by the director of health,

8 | left, but | continued to pursue, because | witnessed 8 the Department of Environmental Management, water

9 theillnesses, and as acitizen | felt it was my 9 resources, or other appropriate state officials, but in
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responsibility. Thetip of theiceberg wastherewas a
young little child who was six years old, and every time
sheliterally sat on thetoilet seat, the back of her
legswould, and | witnessed it, they would peel off of
her legs, like peeled, likeliterally. It was awful, and

I'm amother, and that's what drove meto do what | did,
and | was sickened by the politics. And 16 years later |
was horrified to be driving down the street and asked for
asign to say I'm going to support you in your effortsto
prevent this power plant, but | was horrified when the
young man told me that they were considering using this
contaminated water, this MTBE filled water. | was, like,
absolutely horrified. Thereisacourt order that's

still in effect, if you're Invenergy you were aware of

this as was the Department of Health, and as | had been
reading | saw that there was a letter of intent to begin
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no event shall the wellsbe used. Two, and Invenergy
and/or PUD inserted aword that is not nor was ever
intended to be there, drinking water supply. This
language that | just read to you and quoted had nothing
to do with any consent order that was issued by the
Department of Health. There aretwo orders. One of the
ordersisaconsent order that was actually signed on
February 7 of 2002, and that consent order was in
response, it was a DOH consent order, that wasin
response to a directive from the Department of Health on
December 28, to appear before them for the revocation of
their ability to utilize well 3A for their water. They

took the language from another order, which is a Superior
Court order, that Superior Court order intended, because
| was there, and | have the language, and I'm happy to
provide you with a copy, but I'm pretty sure that the
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submitted by Invenergy along with the PUD. Now, I'm
going to tell you alittle bit of background. The PUD,

last time, 16 years ago, was able to, you know,
successfully pit state agencies against one another. Pit
families against one another, the water districts against
one another, and while they just sat there. They

actually got afive million dollar settlement three years
ago. Part of that settlement was intended to clean up

the water. To my knowledge, they have never spent a
penny on trying to clean up the water. Secondly, they
also, my understanding is that DEM, whatever remediation
had been done was done by DEM, and the PUD, again, did
not contribute anything to that effort. Sol read in

here that Invenergy hasthisletter of intent, and in it

it refersto, let me see, it refersto a, quote, consent

order dated December 28, 2001 that was, that they relied
on to support their decision and their determination that
they were going to reactivate the wells. | spoke with
June Swallow today, because there was also to be at the
reguest, we were able to obtain some documents that we
believe were also submitted by Invenergy and PUD to the
Department of Health which I'm going to read this, part
of this one document is, states, approvalsif required to
activate well 3A, and the document here looks likeit's a
portion of a pamphlet of some sort, and it says, thisis
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Rhode Island Department of Health has one already, and in
that order, | wasthere, | was there for the decision,

and the judge was very specific that he was very
concerned about the flow of water and the contamination,
in contaminating Harrisville's water supply or any other
waterways. Now, Invenergy and the PUD has represented
that the water doesn't have to be, or it's not going to

be, as matter of fact, they have highlighted this fact on
their part, that the water is not going to be potable, it
isnot going to be clean, so don't worry about it, we're

not flowing it to have anybody drink it. We're just
flowing, | think the terminology isindustrial grade.
Well, theindustrial grade, if the acceptable level is
twenty parts per billion less than or less than five,

there's been instances across the test wells that have
shown 55,000 parts per billion, and the order that was
issued by the Superior Court is still in effect. That

didn't go away, but in Invenergy's application they
submitted that their flow of water was inconformity with
the consent order, again, referring to the Department of
Health never disclosing to either the Department of
Health, or maybe they did, but not to the EFSB in their
application, not to DEM, that there was an order in

effect which, by the way, they have to address, and they
should have never been alowed to walk into the EFSB,
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1 becauseit was based on afalse pretense. Now, when | 1 if you have it, to please review the application, and I'm

2 alsoread the application, | saw that there were 2 going to provide, not tonight, but | will provideto, is

3 references to Pennsylvania and said why are they talking 3 it Barbara, | will provide a copy of the transcript of

4 about Pennsylvania, and there was a couple of references 4 the decision of the court, the order of the court, a copy

5 to, not that thisis not irrelevant they referred to 5 of the consent order that they're referring to, a copy of

6 Rhode Island as Rhode Islandia, so I'm like, what. So, 6 this document, which was provided by Invenergy with the

7 theinformation that they referenced about Pennsylvania 7 language that's misrepresentative of what the court order

8 seemed to be irrelevant to Rhode Island, and definitely 8 said. So, they redlly can't circumvent the court order

9 didn't have any, there were too many references that were 9 atal. And thishas caused alot of madness, alot of
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inconsistent. So | went to Pennsylvania because the

first thing | thought of, | said, this soundslike a
cut-and-paste application, so I'm going to go to
Pennsylvania and see what's going on in Invenergy. And
sure enough, Invenergy was rejected just afew months ago
by, | believe it was Elizabeth County, and they were
approved by another county called Jessup County, and when
the residents appealed, Invenergy asked for sanctions
which is pretty equivalent to a slap suit, so that's big
corporate behavior, but | know you know that. And what
does this have to do with health? These people are

willing to flow contaminated water at any level, at any
cost and transmit it three-and-a-half miles from the
wellhead to a huge facility that's going to wipe out tons

of trees, which, again, is going to impact the health and
safety of acommunity. The statute that EFSB hasto
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costs, thereis police presence here. There's been
police presence here every meeting. The Town of
Burrillville has now spent $175,000 in legal fees.
They've spent more than $100,000 more than was budgeted
for for consulting fees. The State of Rhode Island has
met multiple times, the Department of Health, the
Department of Environmental Management, the EFSB, all of
these costs, we are running around like idiots for a
company from Chicago who doesn't give any concern about
who we are or our health.

MR. MODERATOR: Mary, I'm going to ask you
towrap it up, please.

MS. RYAN: Well, | have --

MR. MODERATOR: If you need alot more time,
you can come back after everyone else has had an
opportunity to speak.
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follow includes their decision-making, includes the
reliance on how safe isthis project and how it would
impact on the public safety and well being of the
community, and they're relying on you to do so, and |
know that's probably a big burden, but they're asking

you, and one of the concerns | had aside from when | read
your advisory, your draft, isthat | spoke with June
Swallow today and June Swallow indicated that, well, you
know what, the Department of Health doesn't have the
jurisdiction over this matter, and she said, because it's

not drinking water, it'sindustrial grade, soit's not a
problem. And throughout the application, and in other
materials the Invenergy corporation hasimplied, or
indicated, that they have met with the Department of
Health multiple times, aswell as DEM, and | know that's
true, but they certainly have utilized the Department of
Health, in particular, to sort of advocate that you

support them. And so as a matter of public trust, it
becomes challenging, because you are the face of the same
people who betrayed us 16 years ago, and I'm reaching out
to you and saying | don't accuse you of anything. | saw
what happened. | saw what the PUD did the last time, and
they were able to successfully have internal arguments
with state agencies, with water districts, and others,

and so | implore you to pay close attention to that. And
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MS. RYAN: That'sfine. Hangon. | just
want to say something, and | respect what you're saying.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Harrisville just shut
it down.

(APPLAUSE)

MS. SHERMAN: The voice of the people are
being heard.

MS. RYAN: Sowhat I'mgoingtodoisasa
courtesy, I'm going to present aletter, I'm going to
present aletter to you, Barbara, and I'm going to ask
you to distribute them, and I'm also going to ask you to
look internally, look at what's going on, because this
company is utilizing you particularly to advocate its
position and for so long the State of Rhode Island is
suffering for it.

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you, Mary. You can
leave your documents right there. Stephanie.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Which one?

MR. MODERATOR: Looks like Haeley (sic).

MR. SLOMAN: | will go. | will go, because
I'm going to be quick. | had awhole speech prepared.
My nameis Stephanie Sloman. I'm from Pascoag. | had a
whole speech prepared. | have a 12-page report here for
submission, but | notice that Invenergy is sitting over
there, and | refuse to speak and read my speech in front
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1 of these people. | don't think they should even be here, 1 wehavetolook at, really look further out, especially
2 frankly. We are doing everybody'sjob. We are doing all 2 in adtate like Rhode Island where, especially in atown
3 theresearch. We submit the reports. We are giving 3 like Burrillville where we have Massachusetts just a
4 Invenergy ideas. Oh, that's right, we made a mistake, 4 couple of miles on one side and Connecticut just a couple
5 quick, let'sdo asupplement. I'mtired of it. So, this 5 of milesto the other side. So, | think, we have to look
6 ismy report. Thank you, Invenergy. Thank you very 6 at when welook at itsimpact or the impact that this
7 much. Heresmy report. Thisis my speech. 7 might have on our community, | think we have to look at
8 MR. MODERATOR: Thank you, Stephanie. And 8 it asmore of aregional impact to our community, and |
9 isthere another Stephanie present? 9 think it'simportant that when the Department of Health
10 MS.HARDY: Sol don't have anything really 10 looks at this application and drafts an opinion that they
11 prepared to say. What did you say his name was, again? 11 look at the combined impact that these power plants will
12 Thisguy, sir, what was your name again? 12 have, becauseit's not just the two that we have aready,
13 MR. MODERATOR: Stephen Morris. 13 itisgoing to be the third one, plus what's coming over
14 MR.HARDY: And you work for the Department 14 to usfrom just over the state line. So, | would ask
15 of Headlth? 15 that if you haven't done that already that you consider
16 MR. MODERATOR: Yes, my nameis Stephen 16 looking at those impacts, and revise your opinion.
17 Morris, and | work with the Department of Health, 17 My concernin, aso | think islooking at what we
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correct.
MR. HARDY: You're arep for them?
MR. MODERATOR: No, | work for the
Department of Health. Did you have some comments?
MR. HARDY : | just wanted to seewho | was
talking to. | don't feel like | have to be up here and
comment. Thisisajoke, right? Thisisridiculous that
people have to come down here and tell you why it's a bad
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know as town residents and people who have been involved
in this process is the inconsistencies from one document
that this company has provided at one time, and then when
it gets questioned it changes, and when, you know, like

we talked about initially the height of the stacks were

going to be, | believe, 220 feet, and when there is
guestions raised about that, well, now they're going to

be 200 feet. There was questions raised about the
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idea. You can't even make it sound like it'sa good

idea. To have these meetings and have people come down
here. You guysforgot lead pollution. I'm just going to
have to not talk, because | will probably get kicked out.
Have agood day.

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you. Nick.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Katkovich.

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: He's coming back
later.

MR. MODERATOR: How about Kathy? I'll come
back around if they're not here now. Another Cynthia, it
looks like Lussier. Thank you.

MS. LUSSIER: Good evening, my nameis
CynthiaLussier. I'm aresident of Pascoag. | liveon
Old Wallum Lake Road. So, | provided adocument or a
series of documents when | camein, and I'm not going to
reiterate what other people have already said, but it
really is not about this power plant, but it's about the
power plant that is proposed for the Killingly site, and
my purpose in doing that is sort of piggy-back on what
the first speaker tonight spoke of, and | think it's
important when the Department of Health does an advisory
opinion or makes recommendations one way or another, that
they look at, it can't be looked at in avacuum. | think
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concentration of ammonia. Originally it was going to be
20 percent, and when people talked about compliance with
the EPA standards suddenly it became 19 percent. So that
they didn't have to be in compliance with EPA standards.
Another issueis related to the amount of water usage.
We heard that it's going to be one amount, and yet, when
| requested a copy of the letter of intent with the

Pascoag Utility District Invenergy insisted that the
amount of water that was going to be utilized was
redacted. So that what isthe real number? Do we know
what the real number of gallons per minute or gallons per
day at peak is compared to any other time? My point in
mentioning thisis that this company haslied to us
repeatedly. If you don't like the answer, just wait a
couple of days, and they'll give you another one, and so
it's hard for me, and | know it's hard for you to write

an advisory opinion. When we look at it, we don't know
what information you have really been given, if it'strue
or not true, and if, you know, if you have questions
about it, don't worry, they'll change it to whatever you
want it to be. These people are more like chameleons
than anything we have ever seen before. So, | guess, you
know, that's my concern is how, even if you draft the
opinion and you submit an opinion, what's it based on,
because we really don't know.
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1 Sol didn't want to repeat what other people had 1 ordered shut by the court, in opening that, there are

2 said. | guessmy last point is, and you probably dread 2 many people in this room that were affected by that,

3 having yet another nurse stand before you tonight, but my 3 that's going to cause mental issues, anxiety, depression,

4 last 18 years of my career | worked for the state, by the 4 to name acouple of them. So, there are, this scopeis

5 way, at the Eleanor Slater Hospital Zambarano Unit. The 5 not just looking at apower plant. Thisislooking at

6 last 18 years my career was as the infection control 6 every piece of that power plant in the health advisory

7 nurse. At leadt, that was the title of thejob when | 7 opinion that you need to give on that and you really need

8 took it. Shortly afterwards, the infection control nurse 8 to tunein on the water, and you need to talk about not

9 population decided that what they really do is not 9 just to the chemical effect on the water, but if the
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control infection, but our role was to prevent

infections, and so | think when I, when | look to the
health department for guidance on issues, or when | had
to call them for, to make reference, make referrals, or
to report conditions or concernsthat | had, | looked for
them because they were, for all intent, they were our
expertsin this state, and | think, you know, their role
was always, and | think | sort of took away from that
what my job was was to prevent things from happening.
That's what my job was as an infection control nurse at
the hospital, was to take alook at a situation and to
prevent the worst thing from happening. So what I'm
asking for you to do is take your report back, look at it
from that point of view, and look at it from preventing
the worst thing from happening, and | think, if you look
at it from that point of view and your role in our state,
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court ever allowed that well to be open, the mental
effects and other ill effectsit could have on those
people.

Number two, | just want to get this out there, and

get thisin the public. We have been told by the
governor and many people to trust the process. Andit's
very difficult for usto trust the process when I'm
reading through 600 pages of transcripts from last
January where Invenergy istestifying to the EFSB that
they've met with DOH and said that DOH were in support of
this plant. Sowhen | hear things like that, I'm

thinking, well, how can we trust this process when six
months ago Invenergy istestifying that the DOH is
already in support. Sowhen | read that, | think, okay,
they're going to hold this hearing, becauseit is

required by statute, and after that, they're just going
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and what we look to you for isto prevent these things
from happening, and we are counting on you. | hope you
won't let us down. Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you. Let me go back
and call some of the people that may have just appeared.
Jeremy Bailey. |s Jeremy here? And Mary Gauvin, and
Nick, | won't say it, and Kathy Mantley.

MR. BAILEY: All set. Hi, Jeremy Bailey,
Burrillville, Rhode Island. | missed some of this, and
I'm trying not to be redundant. | have crossed off a
lot. Thank you for producing a draft and letting us
comment on it. There were some areas where you did a
very good job. There were other areas where | felt like
it might have been Friday afternoon, and you were just
trying to get home and meet adeadline. | know, I'm an
engineer. | have been there. One of the areasisin the
area of water, and | would like to read that. While
groundwater withdrawals from the MTBE contaminated wells
or the processed water are not a health concern at this
time, these wells may not be used to provide water to the
plant's offices. | feel like you guys had avery huge
misstep on that one. | would like you to go back and
look at the health effects from that well. Not only
from, you know, a potential chemical contamination, but
that well has been court ordered shut. So, it's been
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to do whatever they can to say, well, you know, wereally
can't conclude everything, which alot of your report is.
| just caught the tail end of Cindy Lussier's speech, and
| have afeeling she said a bunch of what I'm going to
say right now. Y ou needed to put this --

THE STENOGRAPHER: Sir, you need to slow
down.

MR. BAILEY: Sorry, the last meeting got me
alittle fired up right now. What was| talking about?
Cindy Lussier -- so when | look at these things, I'm
looking through your advisory opinion, and alot of the
things I'm seeing really bug me, inconclusive,
inconclusive, not enough research. Well, a study, they
can be linked to health effects. A study may not prove
there is a negative health effect, but they can be linked
to health effects. And not to mention my mother
testified earlier there are many chemicals that will be
emitted from this power plant that are, the same
chemicals that come out of cigarettes. Well, if those
chemicals cause cancer in cigarettes, I'd like to see
this report talk about that that some of those components
have been known to cause cancer and touch upon that a
little bit, because | notice that the word cancer wasn't
mentioned once in your report under air quality. There
was another area that you mentioned it in, that was ok,
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1 but you redlly need to strengthen up the language, like 1 My kidslive on the top of Buck Hill. So, to me, | want
2 Mr. Sherman said, and you really need to expand the scope 2 to know if that 40 feet where that emissions coming out
3 and really expand upon these area, and you really need to 3 and hitting my ground, hitting my yard, | want to know,
4 beforthcoming and really tell people the negative health 4 and | don't want Invenergy's expertsto tell me. | want
5 effectsthat we all know, whether or not they're linked, 5 somebody who's looking after the health of the residents
6 or whether or not studies showed, and | believe there's 6 of thistown to tell me that that is a safe place to be
7 been alot of great testimony here from our medical 7 and that is safe air to breathe, because there is no way
8 professionalsthat will show that, but | want to make 8 I'm going to believe 40-foot-tall emissions stacks over
9 surethat we seethat in your fina draft. Thank you, 9 theground level my homeissafe. And I'm not going to
10 very much. 10 believe that one expert by Invenergy, and | wish our
11 MR. MODERATOR: Thank you, Jeremy. 11 experts had come, because | would love to have that
12 MS.GAUVIN: Hello. I'm Mary Gauvin. A lot 12 particular question answered. So | would urge the
13 of people touched on tons of the issues, so | won't 13 Department of Health to look at that very specific thing,
14 rehash them. | want to bring up Ocean State Power Plant 14 because Buck Hill is not far from this. It isdirectly
15 for just aminute. Ocean State Power in 1994 had aleak 15 adjacent to the proposed site, so that isavery big
16 with one of their oil tanks. It leaked 9,700 gallons of 16 concern. Now, the air quality is aconcern for every
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oil. They had avapor cloud, aso, in 1994 that caused

an evacuation of about 50 people. In 1997 they were
caught stealing water from Uxbridge, which caused wells
thereto go dry. So when we talk about incidences that
can happen at these types of facilities we are talking

about that from firsthand knowledge, because these things
have happened in our town. So, we want those questions
to be taken as serious as possible for the worst-case
situations that could happen, because those have been
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single person in Burrillville. It'snot likeit is safer

to live in atown where there is two power plants, two
compressor stations, an interstate pipeline thinking that
the air quality is going to suffer, but | would urge that
you do consider looking into the height of Buck Hill and
the residents that are on there, because the effects are
going to be significantly higher for them, and that needs
to be addressed by the people who are looking after the
health of the people, so that's you guys. So do look out
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happening.

| also want to bring up something with the air

quality. At our planning board meeting, the experts, our
experts that our town hired didn't have alot of
information to give us. They had missing stuff, so they
couldn't comment on alot of the stuff, and air quality
to me, isto me, the water and the air are the two

issues. Therest isimportant, but those are the most
important. So, then, at the zoning board, our experts
didn't even show up. So, again, when the question of air
quality came up we only had the expert from Invenergy
here. So the question was brought up about Buck Hill.
Buck Hill sits 160 feet above this proposed location.
Now, with the emission tower at 200 feet that puts the
residents on Buck Hill just 40 feet bel ow the emission
tower. | imaginethat if they came with an application
saying we are going to put the emissions towers at 40
feet there is no way that that would be something that
was considered. Their own expert said, yes, you will
have many more emissions hitting the ground, because
thereisjust less, thereisless room for it to settle.

So, for residents on Buck Hill, in particular, thisis
very concerning, and we haven't had any experts that
weren't paid for by Invenergy to do any studies and
reassure the residents. | live on the top of Buck Hill.
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for us. Okay. Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you. Nick?

MR. KATKOVICH: I'm Nick Katkovich from
Providence. | just want to start off, you know, to like
the folks from Department of Health, just so you all
know, a couple of weeks ago, the governor, Gina Raimondo
was sitting right there, and when she was sitting there,
she said if there are any issues with this power plant
then it shouldn't be built. So, that's, you know, your
boss, in away, saying that she wants to know the truth
about this power plant. So, | hope you all do your job,
you know, after hearing all of these great comments from
everyone tonight and do a deeper analysis on the health
impact of this project. | just want to, you know, add
onto what folks have already been saying about the MTBE
water. One thing, of course, not all of the MTBE gets
cleaned out of it by the time it reaches the power plant,
and alot of that air will evaporate, | forgot how many
hundreds of gallons of water will evaporate. | think
your health assessment didn't mention the impacts of
airborne MTBE. The Delaware Health and Social Services
Department released a study about airborne MTBEs. | can
just read like a paragraph quote from that. It says
animal studies of airborne MTBES showed nervous system
problems as the most common effect. For about an hour
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1 theanimals acted drunk. They became less active, fell 1 Interms of climate change, | mentioned this at
2 down, and had partly closed eyes. Some rats and mice 2 another hearing. In Pakistan this year villagers were
3 died, and some had nose and throat irritation. Long-term 3 preemptively digging mass gravesin preparation for the
4 problemswere less weight gain, kidney disease, cancer 4 thousands of people that are going to die from climate
5 and enlarged livers. There were birth defects in some of 5 change, and thisisarea serious health threat to our
6 theyoung. So, | think the impact of airborne MTBE can 6 whole civilization and to people around the world, and |
7 beadded to the analysis. Also, of course, MTBE leaking 7 would just really implore the Department of Health to
8 from the water source, and, you know, other water 8 find the courage to really speak up, and really say the
9 supplies, you know. 9 factsthat if this project is built it's going to hurt
10 | think your report, you did talk alot about the 10 public health. Thereisno other way around that. And |
11 sound, the noise, but | fedl there could have been some 11 will just really implore you al to have the courage to
12 stronger language about, you know, if this sound can't be 12 say that. You can look at the New Y ork Department of
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mitigated, the noise can't be mitigated, and it poses a
health risk, then this project shouldn't be built, you
know, having some more harder conclusions. And | know
the town's experts, when they're talking about noise, it
will be nearly impossible to take some monumental
engineering feat for Invenergy to meet the noise
standards that they put in their application.

The other thing that | think can be added to the
assessment, during construction of the proposed power
plant, | can't remember the exact number, | can submit it
later on, it's between 3,000 and 4,000 heavy duty
18-wheeler trucks will be coming up Route 44 into
Burrillville. Most of those trucks will run on diesel
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Health. The State of New Y ork banned fracking a couple
of yearsago. The reason was, the governor said if this
isbad for health, we shouldn't frack. They did abig
health study, and they said that it is bad for health, so
now fracking was banned in the State of New York. So
there is a precedent for that, you know.

| would just like a couple of more asks, | would
encourage the health department to either push the DEM,
or push for your own air modeling to be done up here.
I'm not sure if you're solely going on Invenergy's
records, but | think independent air modeling would be
really good. And | think a project of thissize, and

it's going to impact particularly with the MTBE water
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fuel. So what's the impact of thousands of trucks
getting stuck? And if you all know the roadsin
Greenville and everything coming up here, thereisalot
of lights, thereisalot of traffic, so what's the

impact of thousands of idling diesel fuel trucksina
downtown area?

The DEM, you know, there is so many filings and
reports, but the DEM, | can't remember where it was, |
know it was with the Energy Facility Siting Board, they
talked about how the cumulative impacts of all of the
projects being built up here needs to be analyzed
together, wholistically.

Invenergy, when they first proposed the project in

the Providence Journal, they said that this project was
going to be connected to the expanded Spectra pipelines
as part of aproject known as Access Northeast. Access
Northeast is also going to expand the compressor station
in Burrillville, the Spectra Compressor Station, so those
two projects should be viewed as one project, because our
friends from Invenergy said that was the case, so | hope
that the Department of Health takes their word for it.
Thereis also the other power plant in Burrillville, the
other compressor station, and | think the impact of all

of these need to be calculated together with Invenergy's
proposed project.
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callsfor afull health impact assessment, not just an
advisory opinion. So | will just request that the
Department of Health, you know, make that clear that a
project that could potentially have so many devastating
impacts, you know, should require full independent health
risk assessment. Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you, Nick. | would
like to call the next five speakers. Kathy Mantley. |Is
Kathy here? Taylor Badessa and Karen Palmer and also
Senator Fogarty. Senator here?

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: The senator had to go
home.

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you. And Deb, is
there a Deb? I'm not going to try and pronounce the last
name. | can't quit read it, and also Jason.

MR. BADESSA: My name Taylor Badessa. | was
born and raised here in Burrillville, and I'm thankful
forit. I, first, want to thank everyone who came out,
lots of supremely well-qualified, highly-educated people,
and you know, we are not all experts, but thisright here
makes us all expertsif we choose to be, you know.
Ignoranceisbliss, but it's not an excuse for this
project.

Asfar asfracking goes, basically toxic chemicals
are pumped at high pressuresinto the ground. Like
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1 someone €lse mentioned, states have already banned it 1 consider dozens of people got sick, varying degrees, and
2 completely. Presidential candidates are touring the 2 these dozens of people that got sick, thisisonly a
3 country vowing to ban it completely. Fracking itself has 3 matter of four months, and this was within Rhode Island,
4 only madeits greatest stride in the last two decades. 4 within Burrillville, within the Village of Pascoag very
5 It'snot even truly proven through. | had mentioned this 5 concentrated illnesses, basically. You can't ignore the
6 whole thing to an old Army buddy of mine who lives out in 6 fact that these people got sick. It wasin ashort
7 Oklahoma. Thefirst thing he mentioned was the seismic 7 amount of time, and it was isolated to one village within
8 conseguences. So | did alittle bit of research. In 8 thistown.
9 Oklahoma as a state 3.0 on the Richter scale or higher, 9 | just want to say, | haven't even had the
10 they average nine earthquakes of that magnitude a year. 10 opportunity to read your draft, but all of these other
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In 2015, that's the year it was 309. Asfar as emergency
preparedness goes, our whole town, all the villages, we
all operate volunteer fire, rescue, not to mention that
with the other power plant miles away, Burrillvilleis
basically aforest fire waiting to happen.

Asfar as white pollution goes, especially at night,

you know, with our clear skies, Invenergy has said that
this proposed project, this proposed power plant would be
1800 feet away from the closest resident, which is
approximately athird of amile. Eighteen hundred feet
is unacceptable. Air pollution, you know, Zambarano
Hospital, which was mentioned previoudly, it's about a
mile away. It'sfounded in the early 1900s, | believe,
1903, and the site for that hospital isliterally picked
because of itsair quality. Also, to do with air
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comments, | hear alot of things about, you know,
inconclusive matters, and, you know, if the Department of
Health istruly looking after the health and safety of
the residents anything inconclusive in my eyesisa
no-go. We should err on the side of caution. And with
that being said, just, please, help us keep Burrillville
beautiful. Thanks.

MR. MODERATOR: Thanks.

MS. PALMER: Hi, my nameis Karen Palmer,
and I'm from Cumberland, Rhode Island. The reason I'm
hereisthat | feel that thisisnot just alocal issue
for Burrillville. | feel likeit's an international
issue. | have family in Gainesville, Florida, outside of
Gainesville, Florida, and they're trying to build a
pipeline across their property, and they have sinkholes.
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quality, Buck Hill is one of the highest pointsin Rhode
Island. Our prevailing winds in Rhode Island flow
west/northwest, so if there is even a speck of a hint of

any air pollution, Burrillville isliterally the worst

town in the Stateto dap it in. Burrillville has over

20 bodies of water, 25 state recreationa areas, eight

state conservation areas, and it just leads me to the
biggest issue in my eyes, isthe whole MTBE thing. Soin
case anyone doesn't know, methyl, tertbutyl, ether,

methyl methane, greenhouse gas contributes to global
warming. In fracking threeto 7.9 percent of methane
seeps into the atmosphere during operations, butyl,
butane, that's lighter fluid, ether, that's starter

fluid, you know, these dangerous chemicals. Twenty
states, including Rhode Island, have banned MTBE as a
gasoline additive. The World Health Organization has
released known carcinogens contained within MTBE. MTBE,
especialy in the water, there is an airborne concern as
well, but MTBE itself, due to its solubility, spreads
extremely quick and far reaching in water. And this MTBE
contaminated water has to travel three-and-a-half miles
from the well to the power plant. Virtually impossible

to expect that there would be no seepage or leakage at

al. Andlastly, you know, thiswas a crisis for us back

in 2001, literally acrisis. | mean, you have to
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We have property just a couple of miles away with
sinkholes on them. So, it seemsto me that, you know,
they're trying to push these things forward, but it's not
really based on true science. So, | feel like, | also

work in the medical field. | do diagnostic testing and
there have been alot of patients. | work with children,
and | seem to be working more with the elderly. I'm just
very concerned about the health with the generations to
come. Global warming isreal. There may be afew people
who deny that, but we all know that it isreal, and the
second thing isthat | think we all know that there are
deleterious effects to using frack water or dueto
fracking itself. So there may be people who say these
things are safe, but in actuality there is no scientific
basisto say that thisisindeed not the case.

So there's been so much talk already this evening.

| don't want to reiterate what other people have said. |
am going to leave afew things here, oneisit's called
Project TENDR, T-E-N-D-R, and it's Targeting
Environmental Neuro-Developmental Risks, and it's their
consensus statement, and so it talks about, you know,
like, when you talk about fracking you think of gas, and
all of that other stuff, but actually we live with

products that are made from these, the gas and the oil
that is actualy drilled. So you're using cosmetics that
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1 havethese elementsinthem. Itisin all kinds of 1 whereindividua itemsare not arisk. A great amount of

2 supplies. It'sinyour frying pans, these special frying 2 diligence has goneinto the draft version of your report.

3 pans, and it'sin just about every aspect of your life. 3 I'veread through it initsentirety. Thereisalot of

4 There are these beautiful carpets, but in these beautiful 4 information in there, alot of information that was

5 carpetsif they aren't wall art or something like that, 5 pulled from other sources and responses, data request

6 chances are they are these remnants of gas fracking 6 responses that were made by the applicant, so alarge

7 income. Wearelivinginit. Soit doesn't matter where 7 amount of diligence was put into this. At the sametime,

8 you livein your state, in the country, in the world, 8 | haveto be honest, it has the appearance of, in some

9 you're being affected by absolutely all of these things, 9 sections, of kind of checking the box, and it's in those
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so | think those need to be considered as well.
| can't see any reason why thisis even being
considered. | have grandchildren. I'm concerned about
their wellbeing. | want to make sure that the Earthisa
clean enough environment for them to be able to livein.
So, that'sall. And | will have more papers to submit in
the coming days. | will bring them down to the office.
Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you. Jason or Deb.

MR. OLKOWSKI: Hi, good evening. Thanksfor
coming to listen. It's getting late. So, thanks for
your attention. So my name is Jason Olkowski.
So, firgt, | want to thank you for your work. You
guys do incredibly important work and you know, the
Department of Health, and you're here tonight, you know,
listening to alot of our concerns, alot of our, you

NNNNNNRRRRRR R B B
O RWNRPROOO®O®NOOUMWNLEO

sections, in particular, that we would like you to pay
more attention, because we need you. Again, you're our
last line of defense. We need you to instead take a
position that exposes and calls out those risks rather
than explaining where there aren't risks.

Certainly, | don't think, | think none of us here

want another Flint, Michigan. None of uswantsto
preside over one of those stories that becomes a national
disaster, and thereis alot going on that's unique to

this plant, and | think that's the thing that when people
cometo Burrillville and listen to the story and spend
some more time looking at the details, everybody walks
away, and hopefully you will as well with appreciation
for this. Thereisafairly along list of things that

are unique to this plant. | think oftentimes people are,
like, what's the problem? We build power plants al over

©O© 0N O A~ WDNPRP

NNNNNNRERRRRR R B B
O RWNRPROOO®O®NOOUMWNLEO

Page 98

know, frustrations, and | want to take the opportunity to
thank you for the good work the Department of Health does
every day, really asto aimost the last line of defense
protecting our citizens against many different forces.

So, | have young children. | think if you don't have
young children you don't think about these things. You
go aong living recklessly and dangerously, and you have
kids and you start thinking about these things. So |

want to thank you for that, and | want to tell you just

like those young children throughout the state that you
protect from lead and many different substances, we need
your help herein Burrillville. We need your help badly,
and we need your courage, and you are, in effect, our

last line of defense asiit relates to the health risk

being associated with this plant, and all health risks,

the ones directly from chemicals that people are speaking
about, as well asthe ones, like, depleted water
availability and quality. You'reour last line of

defense against all of thoserisks. Sowe are here

tonight. We are saying we need you to protect
Burrillville like you protected so many other communities
and citizens in the past. And based on that, | would

like to echo the concerns that many of the other citizens
have said. | would like you to take a position that
expresses and calls out risks rather than explaining
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the place. Well, we don't build power plants all over
the place that are powered by one that's contaminated
with MTBE. We don't build power plants all over the
place that are resulting in a clustering of plants along
the same pipeline because each individua state, even
though we have an interconnected energy grid approves
power plantsin avacuum. And I'm not going to belabor
that. You saw agreat graph illustration earlier.
Hopefully you have an appreciation for the clustering
that's happening in this region, and you have heard some
of the other things | think that are unique to this

project as well regarding its location. So, thisis not,
you know, business as usual even though thisisthe type
of thing that you guys deal with all thetime. Please,
peel back the layers of the onion and realize that there
are some special things related to this project that need
to be called out, and that you guys need to caution and
warn against. Y ou must take a different position where
you're actively and proactively warning and saying we
should not do this because of X versus only saying we
recommend that, you know, if you do this that you look
for available mitigation opportunities.

So, with that, | wanted to go through a couple of

these itemsin detail through the different sections, if
you would allow me just a couple of more minutes to go
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1 through this. So, | want to skip to, I'm going to skip 1 conclusions and issued asawarning. Again, striking the

2 electromagnetic fields, and I'm going to go to section 2 language. Inthe summary conclusion you said, while

3 fivearound noise. Starting on page ten, you have some 3 groundwater withdrawals from the MTBE contaminated wells

4 commentsin here that recognizes the potential impact of 4 for process water are not a health concern at thistime,

5 noise, but that it was, the full impact of the noise 5 these wells may not be used to provide water to the

6 generated by the operation of the plant, of the new 6 plant's offices. So the only position that you guys took

7 turbines, of the compressor station in conjunction with 7 asit relatesto MTBE was about the use of the water of

8 existing noise levelsisimpossible to predict. 8 the employeesthere. Do you know how that strikes the

9 Therefore, Rhode Island Department of Health recommended | 9 town here. I'm just being honest with you, as aresident

NN NNNNRERRRRR R B B
ORWNREPROOO®O®NOOUMWNLEO

that if the CREC facility is constructed the facility

should work in conjunction with Algonquin to minimize the
neighborhood noise impact to the extent possible. Again,
I think we need stronger language here. We need to say

if this plant is approved, then you must do X, Y and Z.
You must demand. Y ou're the only person whose opinion
will be respected that way. | can say that. I'm not a
health professional. I'm not part of your department and
your organization. It carries much more weight when you
guys, if you are actually concerned that if it makes the
kind of noise that would disturb people, that you need to
call that out specifically in here. So, let me give you

an example here. So, the frequency in question that's
emitted by this type of power plant is known as ahighly
ranged frequency, and these frequencies are extremely
sensitive at the highest-to-mid-range frequencies with
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of the town looking for my Department of Health to
protect me. The only protection that you built into your
report was that of protecting the employees of this
plant. You did list inthe background. You did list as
concernsin the background, but you did not pull them
forward as part of your summary and conclusions. Again,
if you don't, no one elseis so, please, help us.

Let me skip to Section 7 for air pollution. So,

firstly, again, | want to call out asit relatesto

pollution, the clustering. Thisis something that's
unique, and isincreasingly unique to this plant and to
thisarea. Thereisno mention of clustering in the
report anywhere. Thereis no mention that says that any
sort of approval should be contingent upon areview of
all current and future plantsto be built in that area.

| don't think that there is any report that exists today
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the slightest boost resulting in a huge change in sound.
That's the high-to-mid-range frequency. So if this plant
was to not be able to meet the sound requirements,
keeping it from being heard from people, the frequencies
that the people do hear are going to be very disturbing
tothem. It'snot just alow-rumbling noise that you
might expect in some sort of factory. It'sthis sort of
frequency that happensin startup and shutdown that is
particularly disturbing to the human ear. | think
something like that, that sort of information is the sort

of stuff we would be looking for you guysto call out.

So that those who are charged in approving this plant
really understand the potential health impacts.

So let me just get to Section 6, drinking water

quality. So this one has been covered quite a bit

tonight, so | don't want to belabor it again for you, but
once again, | want to read from the report, Page 10,
excuse me, Page 11, Section 6. These concerns include
possible groundwater depletion, possible contamination of
drinking water wells, exposure to MTBE and other
contaminants and pollutant concentrations in discharged
water. Now, those concerns aren't listed in your summary
of conclusions. Those concerns are listed in the
background section that have been brought up by others.
Those concerns need to be moved to your summary and
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that examines the health impact of this many plantsin
thissmall area. That needsto be called out. If you

guys are aware of that study, referenceit? If you're

not aware of that study, call it out, and say this plant
should not be approved if we don't have a study that
confirms that this sort of clustering is okay.

| want to draw your attention to a study that was
published earlier this year, in January of 2016, in
Environmental Science Processing Impact. It was a study
from the Royal Society of Chemistry, ateam of scientists
in Canada. | know it's funny to be talking about snow
when it's so hot and when we are in the middle of summer,
but it'simportant to point out, because as you know, we
get alot of snow up herein Burrillville. So, the study
found that snow in urban areas soaks up twice, soaks up
the toxic and cancer-causing nanoparticles that are found
in car exhausts. The snow appearsto be very effective

at removing those particles from the air, but then they

are, of course, embedded in the snow. Snowflakes and ice
particles with various types of surfaces, including

several active sites that can absorb various gasses or
particulate pollutants. Marissa Araya (phonetic) a
professor at Yale University and the lead author of the
study said, the research teams collected the snow from
the study from afracker company in Montreal where it
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1 snows five months out of the year. Sounds alittle bit 1 of emissions. Again, | recommend that you take a

2 like Burrillvillein some years. They measured the level 2 stronger position on that. We'd like to not have the

3 of toxic compound particularly found in car exhaust, like 3 risksreduced. Wewould like to have them eliminated. |

4 benzene, toluene, ethyl xylene, and xylene which are also 4 think if you have lived here in this area you would have

5 considered to be either carcinogenic, harmful 5 that feeling aswell.

6 development, or arespiratory irritant. They found that 6 Emergency Response and Prevention Section 9, pages

7 after one hour, just one hour of exposure to exhaust 7 19and 21. Thisisa, thisisgetting into the chemicals

8 fumes, the concentration of those chemicalsin the snow 8 and the types of combination of materials that are going

9 pack increased dramatically. So the findings suggest a 9 to be stored on site. Again, the Rhode Island Department
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need to study what happens after the snow melts,
according to Professor Araya, since the snow isclearly a
temporary sink for pollutants. Emissions of such toxins
might increase rapidly as the snow melts and the
chemicals are re-released into the environment. So, why
did | bring up this study? As per the application, these
very same chemicals will be emitted from the proposed
plant. Now, we are being told that the chemicals will be
exposed through such force of a plant that they'll reach
into the upper atmosphere, | ask you what about the days
when it's snowing really hard up herein Burrillville.
Foster-Glocester no school. We have all heard that on
TV. We know how much snow we get up here. This study
certainly bears some additional examination by the
Department of Health, | would think, and I'm happy to
provide that to you. On page 13, excuse me, on page 14,
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of Health recommends that the model also be run without
the assumption and that emergency planning consider the
results of the more conservative model run including the
potentia for offsite consequences. Thisis, in relation

to the fact that Rhode Island Department of Health does
not have the sufficient information available to

reproduce the model that was run. Again, | would say,
you know, don't recommend that the model be run without
the assumption that you guys don't like, demand that as a
condition of approval that the model be run. Strengthen
this. Thisisour life. Welive out here. Thisis

important. Rhode Island Department of Health strongly
recommends the following regarding storage of the
facility, of ammoniaat the facility. Again, youlist a
couple of very good recommendations. | say we demand as
acondition of approval, not recommend.
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it says the Rhode Iland Department of Health plansto
review the HRA aswell as RIDEM's permit evaluation and
will have the opportunity to supply comment during
RIDEM's public comment period, if indicated. Again, |
would ask you to take a much stronger position here and
demand to have the opportunity to both review, comment,
and give fina say regarding their final recommendation
regarding the HRA aswell as RIDEM's permit evaluation.

I think guys you have earned that right as the Department
of Health.

So, let me move on alittle bit more quickly here.

Asit relates to asthma, Section 8, on page 16, under
Summary and Conclusion it says without an in-depth
research study or comprehensive Health Impact Assessment,
it is not possible to predict asthma-related impacts

specific to the proposed CREC facility. Well, | say

let's demand a study. Let's demand the appropriate
research. If not you, then who else? | recommended that
we strengthen the language there. In page 17, similarly,

it says without further research it's not possible to
determine the extent of the impact or the level of impact
this facility would have on individual or population

health. RIDOH, Department of Health, recommends that if
this CREC isto be built all possible steps be taken to
reduce harmful emissions and mitigate the health impacts

©O© 0N O A~ WDNPRP

NN NNNNRRRRRRR R B
O RWNRPROOO®O®NOOUMWNLEO

Page 108

Asit relates to the hazardous chemicals, | think

not enough attention was paid to the transportation of
those. A lot of good details about the storage of them
on site, and the way that they need to be handled, and
protected, and the training that needs to be provided to
the employees that work there. | think you guys did a
good job of outlining that. I'm abit concerned about
those of us who live around this town and are going to
have these vehicles transporting these chemicals, the
diesdl fuel, the ammonia, the hydrogen, thundering down
our roads is that more care be taken and called out to
the transportation and potential risk that could happen

if accidents wereto occur. Again, if not you, then who?
I'm quite sure that the EFSB islooking to you to call

out those concerns, and if you do not call out those
concerns, then they might say, okay, | guessthereis not
aconcern here of a spill that would potentially affect
the people of Burrillville. | can tell you, and | think

the testimony of many others before me did a much better
job than | could of telling you we don't have a hazmat
team. The closest oneis not close enough, and | think
that needs to be called out in this advisory opinion as
well. Also, the places where these trucks are likely to
crash and cause incident. Several of these intersections
and roads are very close to waterways, very easy to
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1 contaminate those waterways with significant downstream 1 strengthen them. Thank you very much for your time.

2 impactsto both citizens, as well as, you know, animals, 2 MR. MODERATOR: Thanks, Jason. Thomas

3 and other forms. So, again, that information needsto be 3 Sylvester and Eva Woods.

4 called out. It needsto be specified here in terms of 4  MS. NABLONSKI: Deb Nablonski.

5 the transportation and the potential risks and impact of 5 MR. MODERATOR: Who?

6 these. 6 MS. NABLONSKI: Deb Nablonski.

7 So, lastly, asit relates to climate change and 7 MR. MODERATOR: Sure. Thanks, Deb.

8 health, | think Nick Katkovich did a great job of saying 8 MS. NABLONSKI: Hi, my nameisDeb

9 that climate change should really be incorporated into 9 Nablonski. I livein Pascoag. | thank you for being
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the Department of Health. It is humansthat are going to
be impacted by thisin this area, particularly a state

that has 400 miles of coastland, are particularly
vulnerable to the effects of global warming and climate
change here in Rhode Island. Y our summary and
conclusions of climate change and health state both
considering the expansion of the fossil fuel energy
system. Rhode Island Department of Health acknowledges
the potential effect on climate change must be

considered, project by project, and community by
community. Rhode Island Department of Health supports
the Resilient Rhode Island act goals and thus supports
any locally requested examination of alternative energy
sources and/or plants. If and when determined to be at

all possible the Rhode Island Department of Health
supports efforts aimed at carbon emission reduction and a
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here, and everybody, with your great comments and facts.
It seems ludicrous that we are till doing this. | don't
know how we can mitigate al of the wrongsin this
project, but one thing | just wanted to mention wasto
address the fact that in Invenergy's health risk protocol
they said there were no farmsin thearea. | just

really, just top of my head, thislist is 20 farmsthat |

can think of that I'm aware of in afive-mile radius of
the proposed plant. That's not even just Burrillville.
That'sjust in five miles around, five, seven miles. I'm
less than two-and-a-half miles away. | have aregistered
farm. | have alicense through the Rhode Island Health
Department. | follow their guidelines in producing the
best quality food, which we do sell throughout Rhode
Island, Connecticut, Massachusetts. | have 25 acres of
pasture. | really depend on good soil, good water. |
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development of alternative renewable energy sources. |
think | get what you guys are trying to say there. If
you're trying to say that we should prioritize
development of renewable sources that don't have a
negative impact on the environment, if that's what you're
trying to say, come out and say it, go ahead and put it
there just like that.

And here'swhy? And thisis my final comment. |

think | have taken enough of my time. Climate changeis
amacro issue. These macro issues sometimes seem too big
to change, affect, or impact, and inertiaisavery
powerful force. Doing nothing is so much easier than
doing something. Climate issues are a macro issue that
are fought and won at the micro level, at the local

level, and hereis one plant in one town that if you're
concerned at al about climate change you can have a
voice to impact. So don't forget, the macro issueis
defined and won or lost in the micro issuesin the local
level.

So, again, | thank you for al your great work that

the Department of Health does every day, so many things
that we don't even know about in ways that you help us,
we are just saying, please, we need some of that help
herein Burrillville. Pleasetake astronger stand. Pay
attention to the items that | have outlined and
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have worked for 25-plus years on improving that, making
it better than it waswhen | found it. All of the farms

in Rhode Island, Massachusetts, Connecticut have come a
long way from where we were years ago of dumping
pesticides, abusing water. We are conserving, using
methods of pasture rotation, water conservation, just to
leave it better than we were. We are stewards, and |
really have a problem with seemingly, just totally
ignoring the fact that we are producing food here on a
family basis, on afarm basis. | aso manage the

farmer's market. We really try and make sure that what
we are producing and selling in the community, and to
restaurants, whatever, is of the best quality it can be,

and | think this plant, | think, will adversely affect

that. | don't know if anybody is aware, and it's afact

that | really have a hard time believing, too, but Rhode
Island has over 2000 registered farms, Rhode Island.
That's amazing. We have the most farms in the nation for
our population, the smallest state has the most

registered farms, so it's important.

| just jotted down with a pen that skips afew

things. It's worth saying that pollution affects
everything. The crops we grow, the fiber, meat, poultry,
everything, forest products. That'sabig thingin
Burrillville, forest products. Pollution will damage
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1 that air pollution. Itisan economic lossfor all of 1 sued the State and PUD to shut down the wells. We

2 the products here. It interferes with enzyme systemsin 2 received a permanent injunction to have the wells shut

3 animas, plants, aswell as humans, changes chemicals, 3 down. | find it actualy, like, very much aslap in the

4 the congtitution of the chemicalsin the cells and 4 facewhen | look at the CREC's water supply plan.

5 physical structure in animals, plants, and humans, 5 Approvalsif required to activate well 3A. Your bullet

6 retards growth, reduces production, causes metabolic 6 point here. Asaresult of the contamination of wells 3A

7 changes. Also, it could -- really acute tissue damage on 7 and 3 under consent order signed in 2015, In 2002 the PUD

8 generations. That's going to affect the food we are 8 isprohibited from using water 3 and 3A except for

9 eating. We aretrying to be sustainable. We are working 9 mediation, contamination, as directed by the director of

NN NNNNRERRRRR R B B
ORWNREPROOO®O®NOOUMWNLEO

all towardsthis. Thisissuch abackwardsideato add
more pollution to risk our clean water and air here. |
really have a hard time wrapping my brain around it. The
health and well being of this area and the tri-state area
should be of utmost importance. Just because we don't
have farms with awater view of the ocean, | mean, we are
no lessimportant. We produce all of the products up
here that they produce in the beautiful southern part of
the state, but we don't get quite the attention, but we
adhere to the same rules, and we are dependent upon the
same clean air and clean water, and we can be,
agribusiness up here, we could be just as important if we
weren't busy fighting these kinds of projects that come
our way. We are so invested in thisfight that we are
neglecting things that we need to do, and farmers, you
know, thisisthe second time | have spoke, | know. |
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health, DEM management, water resources or other
appropriate state officials, but no event shall the wells

be used for, you put bringing supply water on your piece
of paper here. That's not what it says in the actual

final injunctive order. While the case was going on,
Judge Fortunato started to say that the wells should be
permanently shut down, at which point counsel from DEM
piped up and said, but wait, we need to be able to have
accessto the well in order for the well to be

remediated. The judge, more or less, said, good paint,
and he skillfully worded hisinjunction. It does not say
drinking water supply. If you go back and read the

actual testimony, you will see, in fact, the point was
brought up that it should not be used as any water

supply. One of thethings, and I'm going to go alittle
Flint, Michigan on you here about the MTBE, so everybody
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know so many farmers personally, but they're so busy.

Y ou guys are busy, too, but they're busy farming plus
working full-time jobs. It isnot afull-time thing, so,
they can't be here, and they feel somewhat helpless.
Electromagnetic fields, everybody knows about that,

the sound vibrations, it's documented how it interferes
with animals and their cellular structure, reproduction.
So I'm very concerned about that. | hope you are, too.

I haven't heard anybody talk about the, not really a
whole lot about the animals. Y ou don't seethem. A lot
of our farms are in the back off the main roads. So you
don't know. Thereisbeef cow. Thereispigs. Thereis
goats. | have between any time between 40 and 50 goats.
Y ou do see them, though, oftentimes. My property ison
the road, the main road and oftentimes they get out, but
it'simportant, and | just wanted to bring that up and

just consider that, also. Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR: Thanks, Deb. Thomas.

MR. SYLVESTER: Hello, my name is Thomas
Sylvester. Thank you very much for taking the time to
come out and hear from al of us. I'd like to focus on
water for, | believe, it was question number three. |
was disheartened by the amount of information that you
gave about water and the MTBE. | was one of the
plaintiffs, one of the ten plaintiffs back in 2001 that
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can understand. When we speak of MTBE and this water
plant, people think of what, it is going to go over this
pipe, it'sgoing to go up into the air. Let's back it up
alittle bit. Right now thereisalarge areainthe

ground that is saturated with MTBE. The bedrock islike
asponge, and it's filled with gasoline and these
contaminants. The gas station where it happensis
approximately a quarter of amile away from where well 3
and 3A resides. Theway well 3 and 3A isturned onit's
going to draw sucking action of gasoline out into the
aquifer, which will then cause it to spread to other

wells, other public wells throughout the aquifer, and
thisisn't just me making it up. Ina 2013, abeta group
did astudy for DEM, which part of, in part of their
findings, let's make sure my phone battery didn't die
here, | will read to you exactly what they said. Dueto
known presence of gasoline-related contaminants and
concentrations above the respective GAA groundwater
standards within the aquifer, no public well shall be
activated and connected to the potable water distribution
system without the water first being treated

appropriately. Thereisahigh probability that these
contaminants will be drawn from the bedrock and
overburden the water supply well, trapped VOCs mobilized
by activating a new drinking water well, may result in
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1 vapor intrusion issues and/or adverse the impacts of the 1 MR.MODERATOR: Thank you. Eva

2 adjacent river. The proper level of treatment shall be 2 MS WOODS: My nameis EvaWoods. | did not

3 reviewed thoroughly before our processis implemented so 3 expect to speak tonight, but | just can't sit by, and you

4 that the public health and wellbeing are duly protected 4 haveto hear our story. | wanted to tell you about my

5 before any new well, and they're talking about the 5 niece, Becky Machinski, her husband, Mike Machinski, and

6 opening of 3 and 3A inthis. Before any new well is 6 their one-year-old daughter at the time, Kyla Machinski.

7 activated the public should be notified and allowed an 7 They lived right next to the MTBE contaminated well.

8 opportunity in public to comment. | find it disgusting 8 Becky had cancer. Her daughter had tumors removed from

9 to thefact that you think that it isjust the fact that 9 her face time and time again, and her husband nearly
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we can filter out the water.

I would like to speak to Mr. Jeremy Bailey's comment
asfar as having to do with different types of stress,
mental stress. Y ou jam it through, you get your water
filter on there, people around here are going to be

sitting, waiting, waiting for DEM and the rest of you to
finally say you know, that'sright, thereis MTBE that is
now in the water, there is now the other contaminants
that are part of the gasoline that are in the water. We
look to you, the Department of Health, please, to take an
expanded look into the water, a statement that goes just
beyond the (inaudible) filter, nonfilter, it's going to

be used as industrial water, but like you did for when
there was going to be problems with the ammonia accident,
or there were going to be problems with nitrogen, that
you also take the same standard of looking at what would

NNNNNNRRRRRR R B B
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died. It wasall related to the MTBE water. Now,
Invenergy wants to open those wells and spew the MTBE
water into our air and our water systems. 1'm begging
you, please, please, you have heard our cry. We are
afraid of this MTBE, asisthe entire nation. That's why
itisnolonger inuse. Itisavolatile chemical and it

has destroyed lives. We need you to, please, hear our
cry.

Second, | want to just tell you my own personal

story. | lived in Harrisville, Rhode Island when the
Ocean State put the power plant in my backyard. My
husband and | were affected by the noise pollution, the
light pollution, and the air pollution, and so we moved

to the other side of Burrillville in the middle of George
Washington State Park. Now, Invenergy comes along and
wants to stick their power plant in my front yard. They
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happen if the gasoline would be pulled out into the
aquifer and spread to the other wells within the aquifer.
We will constantly be thinking about this when your plant
ishereif it ever does come here. God, | pray it

doesn't. Find some water somewhere else. Go buy bottled
water. Please, leave thiswater alone. It wasa

permanent injunction, because if you go to move the
water, you're going to spread the contaminants throughout
the aquifer. That's why the judge did a permanent
injunction. A filter system is not going to do anything

but have the filtered water come out to your plant be
filtered. It isnot going to protect the other 53

percent of residents within Burrillville who have home
wells. Itisnot going to protect Harrisville'swells

further on down the aquifer.

Before when Mary was up here, and she was speaking,
and she had said you might get aface of anger from us,

if you go back, and you look at the history of this, you

go and look back where thiswell 3 and 3A the Department
of Health originally gave permission to be open as a
water drinking supply, years and years ago back in the
old-timer days, you know what it used to be used for, it
used to be the town dump. It used to be the frigging

town dump. It's 2016, please, can you protect the water
that we have? Thank you.
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want to use water that's been contaminated and spew it
into my front yard where my family lives and my children
live, my grandchildren. We are already being adversely
affected by Algonquin's noise pollution and whatever the
noise isthat they're spewing into the air. Y ou know,
they say it's some kind of agasrelease, soit's not
just noise that we are hearing, but we are also being
affected by whatever that noise, whatever it's producing
into our air. My sister died of cancer. My
daughter-in-law battled cancer. | have another niece who
speaks at these meetings often, she's battling cancer.
The last thing a cancer survivor wants to hear isit's
back. | beg you, please, do not allow Invenergy to use
this cancer-causing MTBE and put these wells back into
use. Please, don't allow Invenergy to destroy our
health, our homes and our lives. Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you, Eva. The last
two speakers who have signed up, and we have about 25
minutes left, Thomas Trimble and Jan Luby.

MS. SAVARD: | didn't sign up, and | thought
there was nobody left, so, | just have alittle bit to
say.

MR. MODERATOR: What's your name, please?

MS. SAVARD: Lorraine Savard, S-A-V-A-R-D.
We must unite, that's me and you, must unite against this
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1 threat that wants to become areality. The Department of 1 not sleeping. Right? So, okay, | don't know if there
2 Hedth'smissionisto protect life. Do no harm. This 2 arerecords at the Department of Health on the
3 isfracked gas, nothing natural about this. The fossil 3 cancer-related deaths and illnesses near power plants. |
4 fue industry has aready harmed our oceans, our water, 4 don't know if there's been a study on the area by Ocean
5 our land, our food. Do not let them further harm 5 State Power, but | know of a neighborhood near that power
6 Burrillville. 1 do not want to lose hope. Please, do no 6 plant where every household has either had someone die of
7 harm. Thank you. 7 cancer, someone that has cancer now, or someone who has
8 MR. MODERATOR: Thank you, Lorraine. Thomas 8 had cancer and beat it. And so, | don't know, | know
9 Trimble. 9 thisisahearing, and | don't know if you can respond to
10  MR. TRIMBLE: My nameis Thomas Trimble, 10 questions, but if there are any kind of records like
11 T-R-I-M-B-L-E. | grew up in Pascoag. I'm aBurrillville 11 that, | would hope that you would look into that, because
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resident. | just had one specific item. | don't know if

it's been discussed tonight or not, and it concerns the
potential evacuation routes for the Zambarano Unit of the
Eleanor Slater Hospital. Now, we have alot of peoplein
town that work there. We have family members who have
been patients there. | have done volunteer work therein
the past, and as a member of the town thereisno
evacuation route from Eleanor Slater Hospital at the
Zambarano Unit. We are talking about a major industrial
power plant. We are talking about liquified natural gas,
diesel fuel, toxic chemicals. Thereisoneroad up

there, and the last stop going out of stateisthe

hospital. That route would be used for emergency
responders, fire departments, if thereisamajor

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

they are bringing death to us. That's why we are all
going to these meetings three nights a week.
So, I'm not going to read al of this, but there was
something at the end of your draft that said the states
are alowed to adopt more stringent standards than the
EPAs, NAH US standards, | don't know, and it's, well, |
just think why not. Why not in the beautiful Ocean
State? Why not have higher standards? | think it'sa
great idea. The process the draft saysisarduous. |
don't know. Don't you think it would be worth it? | do.
So, please, do your best to get all of the facts and
help us here, because there are certainly health impacts,
S0 many. So say ho to Invenergy. Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you, Jan.
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catastrophes, and there has been major catastrophe at
major power generation facilities, especially those
involved with natural gas. Thinking about the hospital,
those are the most vulnerable residents of our state.
They are the least mobile. | just can't see how we would
respond to them, even get to where they're located on
that same road as the emergency responders, which would
be Route 100, the Wallum Lake Road. Thereisaway out,
atorturous road up around and through Massachusetts, but
if there is any recommendation in your report to
vehemently come out against siting this power plant, |
would think it would be the potential evacuation of the
residents at the Zambarano Hospital. So, that's all |
would like to say. Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you so much. Jan.

MS. LUBY: Hi, my nameisJan Luby. I'ma
Pascoag resident, and I'm not going to read this. You
have heard everything that everybody has said tonight and
| hope that you will do some due diligence and really
look into some of these issues because redly it is not
just atown issue but it is the immediate area certainly
is going to suffer more than other areas, but thisis an
issue that's much larger as people mentioned and the
reason, | mean, forgive me, I'm in the middle of avery,
very long sleep deprivation experiment. A lot of usare
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MR. PUTNAM: Can | just say acouple of
words?

MR. MODERATOR: Only if you give us your
name again.

MR PUTNAM: My nameis Kenneth W. Putnam,
Jr., and | would just like to mention to you that this
isn't our town. Thisisonly apartial of our town. We
have so many people that are bashful and old that don't
come here, and | would really appreciateit if you could
get in your car and just drive around, you would see all
of the signsthat'sin front of these houses that they're
not out here, but they are participating, and they are
very concerned about.
| would also tell the board that you have to realize
that we are talking about people here, and we are talking
about Pulaski Park. We are talking about George
Washington Park, which people from Providence, al over,
come up here to go swimming and camping. This pollution
isgoing to bother all of thesefolks. Thisisn't just
herein Burrillville. Thisisthewhole State of Rhode
Island. So, | just wanted to make that comment to you.
Thank you very much.

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you. We got afew
more minutes.

MS. KING: Renee King, Thompson Connecticut.
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| would just like to end with aquote that | put on a
letter that | wrote to Governor Gina Raimondo, and the
same letter went to 39 state officialsin Connecticut. |
would like to share a quote by David White. He'san
internationally acclaimed poet. Courage iswhat love
looks like when tested by the simple everyday necessities
of being alive. Courageiswhat love looks like when
tested by the simple everyday necessities of being alive.
Clean air, clean water and clean land are our everyday
necessities of being alive. | believe that we have come
to atimein our history when we must all act with
courage. Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you, al. Isthere
anybody that | missed that signed up to speak?
Weéll, thank you very much for coming out tonight,
and thank you, mostly, for those of you who spoke on

17 behalf of everyonein Burrillville. | did see the signs.
18 | knew | wasin Burrillvillewhen | started seeing the
19 signs. They're everywhere.
20 So, thank you so much, and thank you for comments,
21 and you can still submit written comments through August
22 16, and if you need that e-mail address, just come on up
23 here before you leave, and | will make sure you get it.
24 Thank you, all.
25 (MATTER CONCLUDED at 9:19 P.M.)
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( HEARI NG COMMENCED AT 5: 45)

MR. MODERATOR: Good evening. W are going
to get started, and ny nanme is Steve Morris, fromthe
Departnment of Health, and we will be here listening to
your comments tonight, and | just want to go over a
couple of the things that mght, you may not be aware of
before we get started, allowng a few nore people to cone
I n.

| f you haven't signed up, and you do want to speak,
make sure that you do do that. W are going to be
cal i ng peopl e who have comments to make to conme up to
the front, and there would be five chairs over here and
one person speaking, so, we'll call five people at a
time, and that will be the kind of the process of having
peopl e cone up and speak. So, nost of you probably know
that we are fromthe Departnent of Health here tonight,
and we are one of the agencies that's been designated to
provi de an advi sory opinion to the board that's maki ng
the final decision around the power plant. So we are
here toni ght as one of the agencies that's been
desi gnated to provide an advi sory opinion, and sone of
t he Departnent of Health fol ks are here, they're down
here, if you just want to |l et people see who you are. W
are here tonight just to provide a forum and we are not

here to answer questions, but we are certainly here to
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|isten, and you can comment, generally, on the issues
that are on your mnd. Specifically, we'd |ove to hear
comment s based upon our draft advisory opinion, which is
avail able online if you' re not aware of it. You can find
that at www healthri.gov/Burrillville.

If you are making a comrent tonight, you' re comn ng
up to speak tonight, and you have a witten, you have it
witten down, and you're going to read it, or you're not
going to read it either way, if you just |eave your paper
here, we'll collect those, so we'll have access to that.
There will be a stenographic record nade. This will be
the official record. So, when you cone up to speak,
pl ease, say your nane clearly, and if you would just | ook
over here at Tracy, and nmake sure she catches it, nake
sure she gets your nane, we would |like to have a record
of everybody who speaks tonight.

Let's see, so, |'massunm ng everybody here knows
that this is sonmething that's bei ng conducted at vari ous
times in the State, and we have open-conment period for
us, the Departnent of Health, through August 16. So if
you have a witten comment that you would like to submt,
you can do that as well, and you can subnit that to the
Rhode | sl and Departnent of Health, and you can send it by
e-mail to barbara.h.norin, and she's at health.ri.gov.

One other thing that I would ask everybody to be

Al li1ed Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
115 Pheni x Avenue, Cranston, R 02920
www. al | i edcourtreporters.com






© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o 00 M W N Rk O

State of RI - Departnent of Health - August 09, 2016

m ndful of, just looking quickly it |ooks Iike maybe 70
or 80 people are here, and we are going to limt the
speaking tinmes to three mnutes. So if you could just
respect that. The only reason | say that, | see

di sappointnment, | got it. So let nme just address that
for you, okay. W, we have a limted tine frane.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER Not all of us are
goi ng to speak.

MR. MODERATOR: | got that. W have a list
of how nmany people. W are saying three m nutes, but of
course, what that neans is if you go |onger, you may be
eating up sonebody else's tine, but we are going to stay
here for the tine frane that we have until 9:30. So if
everybody doesn't get to speak it will be because
somebody went | onger than the three mnutes, so that's
all 1"'msaying. W are trying tolimt it to three
m nut es.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: How cone we all got
five mnutes for EFSB, and for the governor?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER It's always five.
It's always five.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Wiy do we have | ess
time than we do at EFSB?

MR, MODERATOR: | hear you. W are going to

keep it to three m nutes, but we're not going to be
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extrenely strict about it. Just be mndful of the tine
so that everybody can speak. | think that we are al
here to do the sanme thing, and that is to nake coments
around what's really concerning to us. So, with that, |
would like to call up the first five people. And the
first speaker will be Renee King, Peter N ghtingale, Al
Landry, Kathleen Seward, David Brunetti. |If the first
speaker could cone here and the rest could have a seat
over here, and maybe we could call one nore person, Lynn
Gonyea.

M5. KING Can ny husband go on the stage?
Am | presenting this to you, because |I'd |like you to see
it.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: W can't see it over
t here.

MR. MODERATOR:  However you want to do it.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: If you could rotate
it between this gentlenan.

M5. KING Hello, everybody. M nane is
Renee King. |I'mfrom Thonpson, Connecticut. I'ma
physi cal therapist of 32 years, and | have nmany concerns
for our air, our water and our land, and | do work with
pati ents who suffer from asthnma, COPD, |ung cancer, and
all kinds of other ail nents.

We have a power plant also going up in Killingly,
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Connecticut, and Thonpson is wedged ri ght between the two
power plants, Burrillville and Killingly. So what | did
was | made a map that shows the ten existing power plants
on the periphery, and the yellow transparenci es show t he
ten existing power plants, and those are noted over here.
In addition to the ten regional power plants, we al so
have New Engl and Treat nent Conpany in Wonsocket, Rhode

| sl and, which is a sewage incinerator in upper Bl ackstone
and M| | bury, Mass., which is a sewer incinerator, and
two conpression stations. So right now, presently, not

i ncludi ng the main power plants, we already have 14, a
total of 14 power plants and sewage incinerators
regionally in the tri-state area. So you will see, this
triangle right here is the tri-state narker, and ny
concern is that we have a clustering of power plants in
this area. The black line on the map denpbnstrates the

Al gonqui n pi peline, which bisects Connecticut, goes
through Burrillville and into Massachusetts, and on this
pi peline, we have a clustering of power plants. The
green overl ays denonstrate the eight current power plants
that are al ready producing energy, and I would like to
list those. Starting with Massachusetts, we have A & P
Bl ackst one Ener gy produci ng 578 negawatts. W have A & P
Bel | i ngham Ener gy produci ng 578 negawatts. W have

Bel | i ngham CO Gener ati on, producing 386 negawatts. W
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have M| ford Power LP Gas producing 178 negawatts. W
have Exel on Medway, which is an oil power plant, all the
others are gas, that produces 123 negawatts. Then we
have Ocean State Power one produci ng 280 negawatts in
Burrillville. W have Ocean State Power two, producing
280 negawatts. We have Laepreau CGenerating in Dayville,
Connecticut, producing up to 840 Megawatts. So right now
we have al ready ei ght power plants on a 31-mle track of

| and that spans fromKillingly, Connecticut to Medway,
Massachusetts. Burrillville is right in the m ddle of
that. That does not include the new proposed power

plant, Cear River Energy Center, which will be producing
up to 900 negawatts, and as | nentioned, Killingly Energy
Center in Dayville, Connecticut is also a second power

pl ant proposed for that area, and that will be producing
550 negawatts. That gives us a total of ten power plants
and nost of themare very big power plants on a 31-mle
track of land. | believe this is clustering, and |
believe it's gone unnoti ced, because it includes three
states, Missachusetts, Rhode |Island and Connecticut. |

t hen added the total accunul ati on of negawatts produced
with these ten power plants. The total negawatts are
4,675 negawatts. That's enough energy to power 4,250, 000
homes. Al right. And when | | ooked at the three states

and where other clusters of power plants were within the
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three states, fromwhat | could gather there were not any
other parts of these three states that were producing
4,675 negawatts on a 31-mle track of land. So, | think
we need to keep that in mnd, because that wll, I'm
sure, on sone |level inpact our air, our water, and our
| and. Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you. Peter.

MR, NI GHTINGALE: |I'm Peter N ghtingale. |
teach physics at the University of the Rhode Island.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Can't hear you

MR. NIGHTINGALE: Is this better? 1 like to
| ook at people when | talk to them It's kind of
complicated. |I'mPeter N ghtingale. | teach physics at

the University of the Rhode |Island, and | have a coupl e
of comments. Let nme, before | say that, may | nention
that I'ma conputational physicist, and | know sonet hi ng
about nodeling. In a letter dated March 20 of this year
| raised questions about the adequacy of Invenergy's
nodel i ng anal ysis purportedly denonstrating conpliance of
the facility with state and federal regulations. | also
expressed serious concerns about the regul ations

t hensel ves, and here | want to go off script alittle
bit, because one of ny concerns was that DEM had asked

| nvenergy to do nodeling that took into account all of

the facilities in Rhode Island. That' s not because DEM
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peopl e are stupid, it's because they are bound by
statutes that have been corrupted by insiders for
decades, upon decades, upon decades. Anyway, the good
news is that, as | said, | expressed serious concerns
about the regul ations thensel ves, and the good news is
t hat your departnent advisory opinion recogni zes the
seriousness of those concerns. Unfortunately, it stops
short of concluding that the construction of the C ear
Ri ver Energy Center would violate the conventi onal
precautionary principle which applies to public health
i ssues discussed in the opinion.

The threat climte change poses to the biosphere
adds a conpletely new dinension to this principle. The
Departnment of Health opinion states on page 22, and |
wll submt a version of ny testinony here, but I wll do
that via e-mail, it says on that page, we cannot neasure
the direct contribution of the proposed plant or any
single facility to public health by neans of clinate
change. Now, | do not agree that if we were to build a
power plant in spite of our inability to assess its
contribution to climte change we woul d violate principle
15 of the Rio Declaration, an international treaty signed
and ratified by the United States which supposedly is the
suprene light of the law. It overrode all those statutes

that you are governed and bound by, and let ne tell you
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what that principle says, this is the R o Declaration,
where there are threats of serious or irreversible
damage, lack of full scientific certainty shall not be
used as a reason for postponing cost-effective measures
to prevent environnental degradation.

Wiy do you not go all the way and say stop this
thing, we don't know what we are doi ng?

MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you. Al.
MR. LANDRY: Hello, ny nane is Al Landry,

and |'"'ma farmer from Thonpson, bel ow where this plant
is. | see sone custoners. | pride nyself that | have
been an organi c and sustai nable farner for over 35 years.
| have al so nmade ny own power potable (inaudible). A
single tree can absorb nore than ten pounds of carbon
di oxide a year. Wth 200 acres of trees, filters being
cut down, and 52 known pollutants being emtted what wl|
happen to our pollinators? Bees and butterflies are
under heavy stress right now. If we |ose our
pollinators, howw |l we grow food? They'll have to
inmport them | guess. Can you inmagine hand pollinating
our crops with small paint brushes. They do this in sone
parts of China because it's so polluted. Two mllion
gal lons of oil, 40,000 gallons of anmonia and two
trailers of hydrogen gas stored onsite is an acci dent

wai ting to happen. W rst yet, it wll be an easy target
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for terrorist attack. How do we saf eguard agai nst these
possi bl e scenarios? | just read today Union of Concerned
Scientists in Texas are putting a ban on anythi ng but
renewabl e energy projects for the next 14 years.
Finally, the grid | oses lots of power during
transm ssion, so plants should be built closer to where
the power is going to be used, and I'd |li ke to share ny
notto. | nentioned that | nmade ny own power for 35-plus
years. No to pollutant power plants. Go solar.
Thank you. Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you, Kathl een.

M5. SEWARD: Good evening. M nane is
Kat hl een Seward. | have a Master's in Psychol ogy from
Rhode Island College. 1|'ve been involved in enmergency
nmedi cine for over 35 years, and I'mcurrently enpl oyed at
St. Vincent Hospital in the enmergency room | live in
Burrillville. | passed out inmages of SPECT brain scans.
| wanted everyone to see them These are not arti st
renditions. This is a real test. Included in these
scans is a scan of an individual that represents what
woul d be expected to be found in a person who has been
exposed to a polluted air environnment. Wile inmaging
tests li ke x-rays can show what the structures inside of
your body | ook Iike a SPECT scan produces i nmages that

show how the brain works. M enphasis today is on snal
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particle matter, or sonetines called small particul ate
matter, which cones under the auspices of less than 2.5
grans, mlligrans per piece, and in essence to nmake you
under stand how small these are, they are 136th the size
of a grain of sand, or less than a quarter of the end of
a hair. So we are tal king about very small particles
that are not even at this point being addressed through
the EPA, but | have been in touch with them and they
tell nme every five years they are |ooking at other

pol lutants that are comng into the environnent. This is
huge on their list, and as | speak to you about it, you
w ||l understand why. It will be sonething that they wl|l
be nmeasuring in the near future.

These particles that are so small travel in the
environnent. They will dunp nost of their matter from
this power plant within a 12-mle radius, but sone of
t hese particles will be able to be found over 200 m | es
fromthe site. This pollution is going to be enornous to
the health of people, not only in Burrillville, but in
the surrounding areas, and | believe as far as all of
Rhode Island will suffer. Dr. Anen, who gave these scans
to us, is a double-board certified psychiatrist, clinical
neuroscientist, brain imaging specialist. He has spent
the last 35 years of his life inaging brains, trying to

find a better way for us to treat nental health
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conditions, which we are, in ny mnd, in the Dark Ages
wth. Spect is the nane that is used to tal k about a
nucl ear medi ci ne study that | ooks at blood fl ow and
activity patterns. It is widely used in the study of the

heart, liver, thyroid, bone and brain probl ens.

Let's travel with the particles once they enter our
body. Now, these are so snall they're going into our
bl oodstream and they're going up our nose, literally,
and into brains, so here's the particles. The particles
that make it past your nose may be nore danmgi ng than any
ot her particles we have been studying up to this date.
The lining in the human nasal cavity contains mllions of
specified nerve cells that wave tens of mllions of tiny
hairs in a gel of nucus. These hairs can test inhal ed
chem cals and transmt information about themto the
snmell center of your brain called the olfactory bulb.
Your nasal nerve reaches all the way into your brain.
This direct line allows your nose to conmuni cate very
quickly with your mnd. It also makes us susceptible to
pollution. Particles entering your nose can actually
travel along the ol factory neuron pathways fromthe nasal
hairs right into your brain. Once in the brain poll utant
particles can directly kill neurons when toxic netals and
compounds froma power plant are attached to them

Scientists already know that they can, that they nay al so

Al li1ed Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
115 Pheni x Avenue, Cranston, R 02920
www. al | i edcourtreporters.com






© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o 00 M W N Rk O

State of RI - Departnent of Health - August 09, 2016

14

cause danage and disrupt the mcroglia. Mcroglia are
the brains unique arnmy of immune cells. Mcroglia are

t he sensi bl e bodyguards and trash coll ectors of the
brain. Anmong other things they identify threats to the
brain health, selectively to neutralize and renove any

of fenders which nake it up into the brain. The mcroglia
encounter are polluting particles, they mstake it for a
germ this is very inportant, with di sastrous results.
Mcroglia in the presence of a particle produce a variety
of chem cal conpounds neant to kill the interrupters, the
chem cal s then accunul ate and begin to damage and Kki l
surrounding cells, and the toxins can corrupt the
magnol i a, |eaving them permanently in attack node and

ot herw se unable to performthe inportant function, |iKke
renoving waste fromthe brain. |Inflammation, which we
already know is a magjor killer and has been |linked to
nost di seases that we have in our body both physically
and nentally is a result of pollutants in our body. So,
help me God, in 30 years, if I"'mnot here, and you still
are, you wll knowthat what I'"'mtelling you today is
going to be found to be either the nunber one cause of
nost of our diseases. So what's this going to |eave us
wth Burrillville? WIlIl, the Burrillville residents who
have to breathe in this air will have things |Iike nood

di sorders, increased denentia. Neurodegenerative
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depressi on, pernmanent cognitive inmpairnents in their
children, strokes, Parkinson's, birth defects, central
nervous system di seases, Hutchinson's di sease, epil epsy,
chi | dhood devel opnent del ays, and pernmanent cognitive
damage. Children in polluted areas around power plants
have been known to have | s nore than 20 percent | ess

t han people who live in a green zone, which is where we
brought our children, so they would not have to put up
with this. Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you. Davi d.

MR. BRUNETTI: M nanme is David Brunetti of
Harrisville. Thank you for the opportunity to provide
you wth ny comments on the draft advisory opinion. At
this time, ny comments wll be focussed on the section
covering i ssue 6, Energency Response and Prevention.

In the event that there is a nmjor rel ease of
aqueous ammoni a fromthe 40,000 gall on storage tank into
the contai nnent area, it is stated that such contai nnent
area wll be filled wth passive evaporative controls to
reduce the exposed surface area of any aqueous ammoni a
within the contai nnent area by 90 percent. Question:
What type of passive evaporative controls will be used?

Second point, based on the DOH assunption that the
Area Locations of Hazardous At nospheres or ALCHA nodel

was run with the scenario that the passive evaporative
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controls were fully functional, will there be any
requi rement by the DEM that the ALCHA nodel be rerun with
t he assunption that the passive evaporative controls are
not operational and that the respective safe evacuation
di stance for the Acute Exposure Cuidelines be adjusted
accordi ngly?

Three, in regard to the statenent by | nvenergy that
121 yards was the nost stringent Acute Exposure Cuideline
Listing or AEG for the concentration of aqueous ampni a
whi ch woul d be onsite, while that is well within the
recommended gui deli nes of the Energency Response
Gui debook for first responders, it does not take into
consi deration the scenario of the tank being involved in
a fire. For such an occurrence, the recomended
i sol ation di stance and evacuati on di stance is one-half
mle in all directions.

Question: Why were the inhal ati on hazards and ot her
heal th hazards from exposure to the vapors from a
potential breach of either or both of the two by one
mllion gallon storage tanks of ultra-|low sul fur diesel
fuel not discussed?

Nunber five, also, what about the respective safe
evacuati on di stance for the Acute Exposure Cuidelines
(AEG for such a spill of the diesel fuel? |In accordance

w th the Energency Response Qui debook for First
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Responders, should there be such a breach of either of
t hese tanks, then an initial downw nd evacuation di stance
of at least 1,000 feet is recommended. And should either
of these storage tanks be involved in a fire, then the
recommended i sol ati on di stance and initial evacuation
distance is also at |l east one-half mle in all directions
and coul d be even greater dependi ng on the nagnitude of
t he event.

Number six, | fully agree with the Rhode I sl and
Department of Health strong reconmmendati ons t hat
| nvenergy establish clear, witten energency procedures
and that those energency procedures shoul d incl ude
appropriate training, and | recomend Burgess &
Associ ates for such training, including periodic
refresher training of staff that will be responsible for
i nmpl enenti ng energency response, and that those staff
menbers should be fitted for, have avail able, and be
trained in the use of appropriate personal protective
equi pnent. | would add the recommendati on that this
shoul d be a dedicated on-site Energency Response Team

Al so, | would add that |nvenergy should plan on
conducti ng on-site energency response drills and that
their | evel of preparedness be such that they not count
on the usage of energency responders fromthe | ocal area.

Furthernore, Invenergy should be required to pay for
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and acquire any additional equipnent that m ght be
necessary for |arge nagnitude energency response to the
near by emergency responders in all the nearby towns
within the appropriate radius of those towns which would
be affected by a | arge nagni tude worst-case scenario
event .

Thank you for the opportunity to provide ny

comment s.

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you, David. And thank
you, all, for your comments that you have nade so far,
and being respectful of the time. |I'd like to call the

next, invite the next five people down. Lynn, also Lynn
Cark and Mary Jane Bailey. |1'mnot sure of the next
nanme, it |ooks |Iike Ken Putnam and Kat hy Sherman.

M5. GONYEA: My nane is Lynn Gonyea, and |
live in Pascoag. | grewup in Burrillville all ny life.
Wiat |"'mgoing to talk about is basically, I'"mgoing to
read stuff fromthe Departnent of Health, and --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Can't hear you

M5. GONYEA: |1'mgoing to read sone stuff
fromthe Departnent of Health. M husband runs the
dri nking water plant for Zanbarano whi ch Wal |l um Lake is
the sole water supply for the hospital, the drinking
wat er supply, and there's a whole area there that's

supposed to be under protection for this water, which
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i ncl udes the whole of Wallum Lake, and it circles down
ri ght down past Buck Hill, right where this is going to
be built. It's supposed to be in a protective area for
the drinking water. And | also have fromthe Depart nment
of Health, it was, to assess the threat to the El eanor
Sl ater Hospital, Zanbarano Unit water supply sources the
assessnent, considers the intensity, devel opnent, the
presence of business and facilities that use storage and
generate potential contam nants. How easily contam nants
may nove through the soils of the water protection area
and the sanpling history of the water, and it's al ready
at noderate risk for contam nation, and they're supposed
to be | ooking out for any other areas that woul d put out
contam nations, and that's supposed to be covered by the
Departnment of Health. So, | think we should just, we
should try at least to save that water supply. It's
where they're going to put the power plant, in a
protected area. Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you.

M5. CLARK: Hello. M nanme is Lynn d ark.
Thank you for hearing us today. | have lived in
Burrillville all of ny life and have owned a house on
Wal | um Lake Road since 1992. In your draft advisory
opinion it is stated that residents are already being

I npacted by the noise of the Al gonquin Conpressor
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Station, which we are. The conpressor station was not an
I ssue until recent upgrades and expansions. In fact,
they are in the process of trying to get FERC to approve
anot her expansi on. The addition of Invenergy's fracked
gas di esel burning power plant will expand the noise
range as well as the dBAs. These power conpani es are
converting our rural, natural habitat into an industri al
power plant dunp. W listened to the experts try to
convi nce us that Invenergy will do their best to stay
bel ow t he ordi nance, even though they admt that they' ve
never ever seen or heard it be done before. There wll
be a three-year construction phase that will absolutely
di srupt our lives as well as all of the wildlife in the
area. Then, once in operation, we will have to endure

t he added noi se annoyance of this power plant along with
t he conpressor station. |In addition, the startup and
shut down operations will totally exceed all dBA

ordi nances wth expl osive noises fromthe turbines as
they heat and cool primarily at five a.m and 11 p.m,

| asting as long as an hour and a half. There are many
di screpancies in Invenergy's application on noise. Your
advi sory that recomrends |Invenergy, if it's built, to
work with Al gonquin to minimze inpacts on us is just not
strong enough. Who will hold them accountable? WII

they get shut down if they can't hold true to their
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prom ses? No. They'll pay the fine and carry on as we
deal with having our quality of Iife and our health being
i mpact ed.

Water is another major issue for us. Qur entire
t own depends on groundwater and our aquifer. No one can
predi ct water shortages, and our |ives depend on water.
Qur water sources need to be protected. |If |Invenergy
builds their power plant, there wll not be enough water
for growth in Burrillville. Again, there are
di screpancies in their calculations in the application.
They did not consider the growh of the surrounding
communities that al so depend on the dear River Sub
Basin. There are already housi ng devel opnents, upwards
of 75 hones, being built in Pascoag al one. W cannot

risk the availability of clean potable water for

i ndustrialization. | f Clear R ver becones tainted, it
will go right dowmn to the Branch River and then into the
Bl ackstone River and onto the bay. It's not only the

health of Burrillville at risk, it could inmpact our whole
state.

As far as air quality and pollution goes, just the
fact that Invenergy requires a permt as a mjor source
of pollution tells you the power plant does not belong in
our state forests. This is an area that is known for

clean air, nature, and outdoor recreation. There are
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state and | ocal canpgrounds, as well as state parks, and
wat erways. This power plant will destroy this
environnent forever and cost the region a great deal nore
than the | oss of outdoor recreation, such as fishing,
hi ki ng, and canping in the area. 1In essence, it wll
destroy the nature of the rural northwest corner of Rhode
I sland. How can we live with that? This wll absolutely
result in adverse health inpacts to our region and make
it inmpossible for Rhode Island to neet the requirenents
for the Resilient Rhode Island Act of 2014. Al so, nore
data is com ng out every day about the pollution from
nmet hane that is escaping along the gas line. |If we add
t he Al gonqui n pipeline and the conpressor station with
| nvenergy's air pollution, we have set ourselves up for
heal th hazards. The Al gonqui n Conpressor Station al ready
perforns periodic pressurized gas bl owoffs that goes
into our air. |In addition, we have Ccean State Power
wthin a five-mle radius. This region already has a
high rate of cancer. Please consider all of the risks in
your advisory to the EFSB.

| am a volunteer with the Anerican Cancer Society.
| plan Relay For Life every year in our community. W
rai se $30, 000- 40, 000 each year to fight cancer. This is
because we have all been inpacted by this disease in sone

way. We don't need anot her power plant to cone into town
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to risk our health anynore.

Anot her maj or concern i s what happens if | nvenergy
has to run on diesel oil due to | ack of natural gas?
They claimto only need to burn oil 60 days per year in
the winter, but what if there is a disruption of natural
gas in the summer nonths? They will need three tines the
anount of water to cool the plant, and we w || have
di esel oil trucks on our roads constantly wth added
em ssions to the increased em ssions.

Wal | um Lake Road is a very hazardous road to travel.
There are maj or accidents on the corner that ny house
sits on quite often. People drive on this road and
m sjudge the corners. | watch ny rearview mrror and
hold ny breath now when turning into ny driveway. How
wll a tractor-trailer truck | oaded with hazardous fuel s
manage these situations? |If a truck loses its |oad on ny
corner, they will land right into the WIlson's Reservoir.
As fas as a hazmat response team we have a vol unt eer
fire departnent and our cl osest haznat response cones
from Provi dence, which is 40 m nutes away.

As you stated in your draft advisory, climate
changes need to be considered, and it is inperative that
we exam ne alternative energy resources. The people of
Burrillville should not be dunped on by the natural gas

energy conpani es anynore. W have done nore than our
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part in electric generation. The energy produced by this
fracked gas power plant is surplus energy, and it wll be
of no benefit to us. Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR  Thank you, ma'am  Mary
Jane.

MS. BAILEY: Mary Jane Bailey. This is not
part of ny testinony | had pl anned on sayi ng, but because
one of the gentlenen already nentioned the ammonia, |'m
the principal of a small private school on Route 100, and
where ny school is located it's an acci dent-prone area.
W' ve even had our power shut off during the day so a
t el ephone pole could be replaced. |If you went by our
property you will see a tree that's half dead and skewed
frombeing hit. There is accidents there often. CQur
children are outside as nmuch as three tines a day. |If
there was ever an accident there with an ammoni a truck,
|'d have dead children. Al right. So | would just I|ike
to nention that, since it was al ready brought up, but I
have a packet that I'mgoing to | eave you, and it has
| nvenergy's application listing the pollutants that this
proposed power plant will spewinto the air should it be
built, and attached to this list there are several
articles fromgroups like the EPA, the Wrld Health
Organi zation, and the American Cancer Society, stating

the negative effects of these pollutants such as cancer,
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acid rain, and climate change. To facilitate your
readi ng of this packet, | have col or-coded a number of
the chemcals that will be admtted as follows. There is

a red dot that indicates a carcinogen also found in
cigarette snoke, a blue check mark indicates a substance
causing acid rain, a yellow square indicates a volatile

organi ¢ conpound, and a bl ack X indi cates poi sonous

car bon nopnoxi de. | have an asterisk that indicates the
anmount of carbon dioxide that will be spewed into the
air. Now, because | choose not to snoke, | also don't

want to be breathing the sane carcinogens that are found
in cigarette snoke on a 24/7 basis. Nor do | want ny
famly, including ny grandchildren, who live only a half
mle away fromthe proposed plant, breathing these toxic
subst ances. Even cigarette snbkers cannot snoke 24/7.

There have been vol um nous di scussions in the past
several years about climte change. A mmjor player, if
not the prime culprit inthis role, is carbon dioxide.
| nvenergy wll be putting 3.6 tons, excuse ne, mllion
tons, CO2 into the air per year. That's approximtely
10, 000 tons per day.

Vol atil e Organi ¢ Conpounds can cause eye, nose, and
throat irritation, headaches, danage to |iver, kidney and
central nervous systens, and cancer.

Ni trous Oxi des and sul phur di oxi des can cause
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respiratory di seases |ike asthma or chronic bronchitis,
ground | evel ozone and acid rain. It can also be
extrenely harnful to forests and danages | akes and
streanms. This problem can becone nuch worse during heavy
downpours of rain or when snow begins to nelt in the
spring. Wth ten to 12 bodi es of water and

I nterconnecting streans in Pascoag alone, this is the
Town of Burrillville, Pascoag is just one of the vill ages
init, many of them are used for sw nmm ng and fi shing,
why woul d anyone want to the put them and those who use
themthis danger, and it's also be nmentioned, | didn't
put themin here, how we do have state parks and Boy
Scout canps, other things like that in the sane area that
woul d be affected.

There are other health issues that could be
associated with the building of this plant, but with only
t hose that | have nentioned here, | ask you to pl ease not
recommend the building of this plant to the Energy
Facility Siting Board, and as | said in this packet are
all of the articles from you know, major health
organi zations that | have nentioned, so that it's all
docunmented in there. Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR  Thank you. You can | eave of
t he packet up here. Ken?

MR PUTNAM M nanme is Kenneth W Put nam
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Jr. | live on Wal |l um Lake Road, 500. M dad lived right
side of ne at 510. | just want to bring a little bit of

common sense, and | also want to thank all of these

peopl e that have tal ked al ready tonight, how brilliant
and smart they are. |I'mtelling you, this here hearing
is all about people, to save peoples' lives, and that's

what | want to talk a little bit about.

My father lived till 98 years old on that Wall um
Lake Road, and you know what he died fron? He died from
a broken heart, because his wife died two nonths earlier.
| want to die with a broken heart. | don't want to die
fromall of these pollutions that's in the air that's
going to go around. Fifty-two pollutants in the air
travelling 31 mles. Already they're tal ki ng about
Pascoag Reservoir, do not eat the fish there, Bowdi sh
Pond, they elimnated the fish, you can't catch them
They don't even want you to catch the fish, and there is
anot her pond cl oser to Wonsocket, and |I can't renenber
what that is, but I want to bring that up, because that's
pollution, and what is this, this is nore pollution. So,
it's constantly com ng at us. W have to stand up for
each other and protect our lives. This is what it is all
about, people, people, not big organizations. Big
organi zati ons can go on sonewhere el se and nove sonewhere

el se. They can | ose noney here, | ose noney there. As
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|l ong as they're | osing noney, they're not |osing health.
We are going to |l ose our health here if this plant does
go in, and it's going to kill all of the aninmals up there

as well. If they kill the animals, what's going to
happen, they're going to cone down in the ponds, | akes,
streans and pollute also. So it's one thing after the
ot her.

| just want to | eave this nessage here that this
| ady said about brains. This is mnd boggling, and this
is true. This is real reality, thisis. So l'mgoing to
| eave you this here, and | want to cut ny tinme short and

| et sonmebody else that's a |ot smarter than nme tal k.

Ckay.

MR. MODERATOR:  Thanks, Ken.

M5. SHERMAN: Good evening. M name is
Kat hy Sherman. | |live at 1035 WAl lum Lake Road. | live

directly across the street fromthe proposed C ear River
Energy Center, and the existing Al gonquin Gas
Transm ssi on Conpany. | have lived there for 27 years.

| live there with ny husband, who is a 100 percent

di sabl ed Vietnamveteran. | want to thank the Departnent
of Health for providing us with your draft advisory
opi ni on before tonight's neeting, so we could have an
opportunity to reviewit, digest it, and comment on it.

| think the report is good in a lot of areas. | think
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t he recommendati ons coul d be nade sonewhat stronger. |'m
going to focus ny coments tonight on the noise. | live
with the noise every day. The noise is disruptive

al ready fromthe Al gonquin Gas Conpany. As your report
clearly identifies, the gas conpany well exceeds the
reconmended 55 dBA fromthe EPA. The Town of
Burrillville has submtted a letter to FERC, the Federal
Ener gy Regul atory Comm ssion, outlining sone of the
concerns that the Town is already dealing with as it
pertains to Al gonquin. The thought of siting a power

pl ant on that sane |ocation to cause nore disruption,
harm environnmental inpact, and health inpact for the
residents of Burrillville is unfathomable to ne.

As a one hundred percent disabled veteran ny husband
is hone. He's there everyday, and he has to put up with
that noise in the vibration fromthe existing power
pl ant. Your report touches upon sone of the
I nconsi stenci es, inaccuracies, and strai ght out
m srepresentations that I nvenergy has submtted in their
application. I'mhere to tell you what the truth is.

The truth is there is no way, according to the experts,
that they can keep their noise levels to the 43 dBA as
required in the town ordi nance. They also said that they
wll conply with whatever the EFSB says is the required

noi se |l evel that they have to, but the experts have said
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they're a little leery about that. They're not so sure
how t hat can happen, and yet we are told, even though
your report accurately identifies it would take
extraordi nary nmeasures unknown to the industry, they
found a valve. Sonewhere there is a valve out there
that's going to keep the noise fromtheir transm ssion
fromtheir power plant to a level that's acceptable. |
don't know how foolish people think Burrillville

residents are, but we're not. W are wel | -educat ed, and

we have done our research. The noise levels that wll be
emtting fromthe power plant will be disruptive, and
what wi || happen if we just believe Invenergy with their
false clains. Ch, they will pay fines. They've been
clear about that. They wll pay the fine to the town,
and perhaps they will be fined because of the noise, but
we, the residents of Burrillville, will have to |live or
die with the outcone. It is just too big of a risk. W

cannot accept their words. They have not been a truthful
forthcom ng applicant. They have not been a truthful
forthcom ng responder to data requests. They surely wll
not be a good nei ghbor. They do not care about us.
Several of ny neighbors and | know, firsthand, how
we have net with M. Nl and, we shook his hand, and he
has assured us that he would take care of us. There is

anot her nei ghbor and I who have hired an attorney to
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participate in the process, we are consi dered
i nterveners. |nvenergy doesn't want to hear it from us.
They can care | ess about us. They don't care about the
residents of Burrillville. See, when we see green, we
see the forest. W see the trees. W see the grass.
When they see green, they see nopney.

Your report also identifies how the nighttine noise
| evel s are of critical i1inportance of undi sturbed sl eep.
| can tell you that since April of 2015 ny husband and |
have been comruni cating with Al gonquin regarding their
di sruptive noise in the mddle of the night. | have
e-mails at 11: 00, 12:00, 2:00 in the norning to Dave
Preston, | believe he's the public relations officer for,
and an attorney for Algonquin. In addition to the
| nvenergy attorney that ny husband and | have had to hire
to represent us in front of the Energy Facility Siting
Board, we have also hired an attorney who represents us
at Algonquin. W are not kidding. The noise is
unacceptable. The vibration is unacceptable. So, this
undi sturbed sleep is areality for us. W don't sleep
when Al gonquin is | oud.

My husband's disability is a result of his exposure
to Agent Orange while in Vietnam He also has had a
massi ve heart attack, has a defibrillator, and a

pacemaker. As your report indicates noise can be a
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contributing factor. | ask that your recommendati ons
wth regard to the noi se be nmade nuch stronger, at a bare
mninmum and let me be clear, | do not want to see this
facility sited in Burrillville, but we don't have a
choi ce, and neither do you, it's only your advisory
opi nion, but ny request is that your advisory opinion be
much nore strongly worded in that your recomendation is
that you require the Energy Facility Siting Board, you
require Invenergy to buy out anyone in the vicinity, and
if, you know, there seens to be a little dispute about
what an abutter is. Let's go with the 2.5-m | e-radius
bl ast that |Invenergy, what wll happen to that town
shoul d a catastrophic event happen in that area.

Your report also nentions that the Cear River
Energy Center noise report doesn't take into
consi deration the LDN. Isn't that coincidental? The
environnental inpact statenent for Al gonquin does, and
for those of you who don't know, the LDN is the day and
nighttime noise | evel conbined. So as a person who |ives
In noise sensitivity area nunber one, if you're | ooking
at the Al gonquin environnental inpact statenent, or area
ML, if it's the Clear River, directly across the street,
| ask you for your support in hel ping those of us who
live in that area, and although |I'm sure you know it, the

Departnent of Health's m ssion statenent is to protect,

Al li1ed Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
115 Pheni x Avenue, Cranston, R 02920
www. al | i edcourtreporters.com






© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o 00 M W N Rk O

State of RI - Departnent of Health - August 09, 2016

33

to prevent disease, and to protect and pronote the health
and safety of the people of Rhode Island. That's exactly
what we are asking you to do. |1'd |like to give you have
a copy of aletter that the Town submtted to FERC, a
copy of a letter ny attorney John Boehnert sent FERC, and
the copy of the letter nmy husband and | sent to FERC
about the experience we've had. Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you, Kathy. | invite
t he next five speakers, cone down. Sally Mendzel a, Paul
Rosel li, Irene Watson, Jen Bail ey and Eva Roselli.

M5. MENDZELA: M nane is Sally Mendzela. |
will spell it for you, ME-ND Z-E-L-A. Ckay. | read
the Departnent of Health draft, and it's an interesting
combi nation of highly-technical information and sort of
oat neal y non- opi ni on- maki ng not hing. So, ny comment, and
| understand it is a difficult process. You have all of
the different departnents, all the different issues that
peopl e have to respond to, | get that. But what | have
done is in the areas where | had a specific question, |I'm
not anticipating an answer, it's just a consideration for
you as you go into your final document that you will have
docunentation that there are certain questions that you
have not taken into consideration with the answers that
you have provided so far.

In terns of the noise, a quote that you had in the
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draft says, there is a substantial variation anong people
and sound perception. Now, that being true we can assune
t hat anyone reporting an issue with noise that is
negative is actually reporting what they determ ne that
they are hearing, and this could be for a variety of
reasons. It could be, the variance could be due to
neur ol ogi cal anonalies ranging fromcultural differences
as well as the tolerance to noises within their own
hones. So it's highly subjective. Regardless of how
many charts you have in the appendices, it remains
subjective. There is no way that you can say,
definitively, that soneone is having a legitinate noise
conmpl ai nt or not.

My recommendation is that you m ght want to
recommend to I nvenergy that they pipe in nusic over the
town to nmask the noises. This could be done by
ref erendum so everyone's taste can be taken into account
on a rotating schedul e.

In the water area, in your summary the first
sentence in paragraph two has to do with the MIBE, and ny
question is what does the phrase regardi ng withdrawal s of
MIBE, what does the phrase not a concern at this tine
mean? Does that nmean that things have to go horribly
wong before you would have a different opinion? | would

have the expectation that how wat er woul d supposedly be
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cl eansed of the MIBE woul d be significant to your

opinion. Has it been done before? M understanding from
what I nvenergy has told us in the past is a particular
type of cleansing, and re-releasing into the water has
not been done before. | have also been told by people
that the carbon cleansing is, in fact, inadequate, and
that they shoul d be | ooking at sonething |i ke nitrogen
flushing, which is done in the Netherl ands, supposedly.

Al so, what will happen with the dirty water? 1Is it going
to be released into the ear Rver? And, if so, that's
somet hi ng that you need to respond to. You need to have
an understanding. |If that gets into the aquifer, and if
it's not properly cleansed, and if sonething el se happens
to it during this process where it's used for cooling,
what are the health ram fications? There is nothing in
your draft about this.

Ammoni a, so 40,000 gal l ons of ammoni a stored. How
often will tankers be delivering their payload? There is
reference to that, and who is responsi ble for | eaks or
expl osi ons of tankers that are offsite? There is nention
of the fact that the peril is within so many feet of the
boundari es of Invenergy. M questionis, if it's comng
into the plant and sonet hi ng goes wong what are the
dangers to the people living in the area, and who is

responsi ble for taking care of that?
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Hydrogen, is there a hydrogen control system backup
in the conmpressed hydrogen storage? What's the
wor st - possi bl e scenari 0? You don't have anyt hi ng about
that in the draft. It would seemto ne that you shoul d
be | ooking at what is the backup, and how does the vent
systemwork, which is referenced in the hydrogen pressure
rel ease systen? Howis it rel eased? Were does it go~?
You just nention that there is a vent system |I'mkind
of curious about that, as I'msure we all are. And in
terms of climate change, it seened to ne as if the
statenment that you have about that was done by comm ttee,
because it doesn't say nuch. It's very, it's sort of,
i ke, why equivocally. You re not being asked to render
an enforcenent policy. You're sinply being asked for
your opinion, and so what possible healthy outcones could
we expect froma plant that burns fossil fuels? Wy
can't you just cone out and say that there is no possible
benefit to the people in the area or the entire state or
the region fromburning fossil fuels? Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you. Paul.

MR. ROSELLI: Thank you. Thank you to you
and ot her nmenbers of the Departnent of Health for com ng
tonight. M nane is Paul Roselli. 1'mgoing to be
speaki ng tonight on behalf of the Burrillville Land

Trust. W are a private land trust in the Town of
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Burrillville. W are a nonprofit |land trust, but
actually before | tell you a little bit about that and

t hat organi zati on and some of our comments, |'mgoing to
tell you a little bit about ne. | have a Bachel or of
Science in Plant and Soil Science. | have a Master of
Arts in Education, and 40 years after | got ny Master of
Arts in Education, |I'mback in school again. I|I'min
Bryant University in the Master of Science Programin

d obal Environnmental Studies. A lot of policy. Thank
you. One of ny first classes was in toxicol ogy, and |
have to tell you w thout |aughing too |oudly, that | got
a 40 on ny first examin toxicology. M second exam |
got a 60. | ended up getting an A mnus in the class.
I'min no way an expert, but what |'mlearning in that
class in policy is that along with the passion for

| earning, there is a conpassion in ny scientific studies.
The conpassi on sonetines has to outweigh, the scientific
nmet hodol ogy that's used. The conpassion has to take
precedence over the nunbers. Wat |'mrecomendi ng, and
the Land Trust is recomrendi ng to the Departnent of
Health in their prelimnary draft advisory opinionis to
use sonme of that conpassion to | ook at what has al ready
taken place in the Town of Burrillville. 1In the MIBE

I ssues, | want you to cone out and do a quantitative and

qualitative analysis, a study about the harnful inpacts
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of MIBE all the way from 1990. 1It's not that difficult.
Do a door-to-door assessnent of what has happened since

t he 1990s and conpare it with what el se has happened in
the state, local, regional, and national MIBE cases.

It's an easy lift. Along with that I want you to | ook at
what | | ooked at when | | ooked at scientific studies.

All scientific studies get changed. The nunbers get
changed. Toxicol ogy was a passion for a senester. Wat
| learned fromthat is that the nunbers of |ong ago don't
apply today. The nunbers 20 years from now won't apply
now. A good exanple of that is chil dhood | ead poi soni ng.
Twenty years ago used to be 15 mcrograns per deciliter
of blood. Today, as anybody in the Department of Health
wll tell you, it is now down five m crograns per
deciliter of blood. There is talk at the EPA and WHO of
reduci ng that nunber, and you know as well as | do that
after you get to five, the only place you can go is zero.
Those are the nunbers you should be dealing wth.

woul d suggest that you | ook at a 20-year review on both
sides of today's guidelines for assessing health risk
for, health risks for proposed air pollution sources.
Look at a 20 year, |ook at the standard twenty years ago,
| ook at today's, predict, |look at the nunbers, the
difference, is it a threefold, fivefold, tenfold

I ncrease, decrease, rather. Look at 20 years from now,

Al li1ed Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
115 Pheni x Avenue, Cranston, R 02920
www. al | i edcourtreporters.com






© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o 00 M W N Rk O

State of RI - Departnent of Health - August 09, 2016

39

and it's inportant to | ook at that 20-year horizon
because a power plant of this nature won't change their
turbines in 20 years. The |ife expectancy of this power
plant is 40 years. Forty years fromnow what will the
standards be, 20 years fromnow, five years from now,
what wi Il the standards be, and where should our nunbers
be even before the plant is swtched on and put in
operati on?

In your draft advisory there are a nunber of areas
that need further study, and |I would strongly suggest you
do that further study wherever it's suggested that
further study needs to be conducted nore research needs
to be adhered to. Do the research. Do the studies. |If
you do a study on the Resilient Rhode Island Act and air
quality, right now in Rhode Island you will find that we
actually nmeet the Resilient Rhode Island Act. W neet
the tenets of those reductions. This one power plant, if
you want to look at, well, howw |l this one power plant
i mpact the air em ssions of the State of Rhode |sland as
a whole? This one power plant will increase by 30
percent over today's eni ssions.

There are other areas that we should | ook at. |
have witten down sone of those areas and will submt a
paper both in witten formand e-mail formto the

Departnent of Health, but what |I'd like to | eave you with
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is this thought that the actions that we take today,
whether it be witing an advisory opinion, comng up with
research studies, only pertain to today. W can | ook at
wth ease, with ease, of what a predictive nodel woul d
| ook like, three, five, ten years down the road. To ne,
that's what I'mlearning in ny courses at Bryant
Uni versity, howto look into the future and say what wl|
be the inpact of this power plant over the next five
years, ten years.

That's the conpassi on, and that conpassion is what |
expect from our Departnent of Health. Thank you so nuch.

MR MODERATOR: | rene.

M5. WATSON: Sorry. | didn't know | was
next. M nane is Irene Watson. |'ma nurse
practitioner. |'mhere to discuss sone of the concerns |

have regardi ng the proposed plant and the Departnment of
Heal th advisory draft letter. |I'msorry to say that
other than the noise inpact | feel that the other health
I npacts have been gravely underestimated. The noise | do
agree with, and | do think that the recomendati ons for

t he purchase of properties subject to noise |evels that
cause serious annoyance and al so disruption are in order.
As far as electromagnetic fields, | think that point is
ki nd of noot, because we already have themthere, so

there is nothing we can do about that. The dri nking
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water, | do not agree that the MIBE contai nnent wells are
not a health concern at the tine. W do have a | aw
You're probably famliar with that, and it's been
determ ned that the Pascoag well cannot be used as a
wat er supply. | nust state it does not say that it
cannot be a potable water supply. It says it cannot be a

wat er supply. W know that there is an inability to
renove 100 percent of the (inaudible) fromwells, and we
know that the return to wastewater treatnment will be
concentrated after the process at the plant. Although

| nvenergy agrees that the water will be inproved and have

quoted Santa Moni ca contam nated wells proves this can be

done. | would |like to remnd you that this took 14 years
to acconplish and took over 165 mllion dollars to
operate and nake that plant. | doubt, |I'mnot sure, but

| doubt that Invenergy has that sort of treatnment and
support for Burrillville. [It's interesting that

| nvenergy has asked Harrisville to use their water supply
now which wll further deplete the aquifer, that's a
nmeeting |later on tonight, and depl ete our aquifer nore,
which we are already in a state of a drought this year

We know that water is essential to life, and we know t hat
t he | SO has shown us that the electric plant is not
essential to life at this tine.

Alr pollution and specifically asthnma is one of ny
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concerns. |'mnost worried as one of ny coll eagues
Kat hl een poi nted out about the particulate matter, and

t he Departnent of Health summarizes that the air quality
does not exceed the national air quality standards, and

t he cunul ative inpact would not result in adverse health
effects. | believe, as Kathl een does, that we are just
on the edge of discovering the effects of snal
particulate matter. It is sonething that will be quite
important in the future. It has now been |inked to

i nfl ammati on t hroughout the body, leading to

cardi ovascul ar di sease, and it has been witten that the
small increases in particulate matter of 2.5 which i s now
considered below the NPAlimts, raise nortality or cause
of peopl e over 65, and that data was gl eaned from New
Engl and from Harvard, Dr. Schwartz, from Harvard

Envi ronnment al Academ a Bi ol ogi cal Departnent by Medi care
and zip codes in New England. | also at the tine of
information would like to tell you a little bit about the
research that | have found on this, that it has, studies
have shown that the exposure and the devel opnent of
arteriosclerosis disease is caused by systemc

i nfl ammati on, and human studi es have shown that effects
appear to be nedi ated by inflammatory cytokines, and

el evations in C-reactive protein. Also, acute exposure

of particulate nmatter causes changes in the coagul ation
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and pl atel et activation, which provides a nore proxi nal
I i nk between particulate natter and coronary artery

di sease. So we know that C-reactive protein increases
and al so coagul ation mal formations cause it. There is
al so considered rapid thronbosis fornmation due to it.

As far as the pulnonary part of it, that's of a

particul ar concern to ne. | know that people in the
audi ence here know that |, nyself, have asthnma but m ne
is, | guess, not as nmajor of a concern as it is to

children. Children are nmuch nore susceptible to
particulate matter, and | happen to have a grandson who
has asthma who will be |iving about 1500 feet fromthe
proposed power plant, and he al so has a condition called
central congenital hyperventilation syndrome. One of two
people in the State of Rhode |Island who does have it, and
about 600 people in the world who have it. He has a
di aphragmati c pacenaker, so air quality is of nost
concern to him So when people deliberately say if one
person will be injured, | can tell you one person wll be
injured I know of, and that wll be ny grandson.

As far as the pul nonary concerns, it says that
chil dren who have been found to nove from areas of higher
to lower particulate matter concentration had increased
growth in their lung function, and those who nove from

areas of |lower to higher concentration had decreased
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growth in lung function. Even children with better |ung
function were susceptible to new onset asthma when
exposed to higher levels of particulate matter

The other concern regarding particular matter is one
that we don't always think about, but you know, we al ways
wonder, the March of Dinmes and prenature birth, well, the
World Health Organi zation estinmates that particul ate
matter air pollution contributes to approxi mately 800, 000
prenmat ure deat hs each year, ranking it the thirteenth
| eadi ng cause of nortality worl dw de, however, many
studi es show that the relationship is deeper and far nore
complicated than originally thought. Particulate matter
iIs a portion of the air pollution that is made up of
extrenely snmall particles and |iquid droplets containing
acid organic chemcals, netal, and solid or dust
particles, which, actually are able to go deeper into
your lungs. So, it has been found to raise premature
bi rt hs.

And you have al so stated within your advisory
opi nion on page 16 that you admt it's not possible to
predi ct asthma-rel ated i npact specifically to the
proposed facility, and | believe that there is sone
evi dence that shows that we could be stronger on that
opi nion, that we could say that it wll affect asthnma

As far as our energency response and prevention, |
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think we all can safely state here that we, as a town,
are generally, as a region, are woefully unprepared for
any catastrophic inpact fromthis plant, and | believe
that's enough said on that issue.

dimate change and (i naudi bl e) does not hel p Rhode
| sland neet the Rhode Island Resilient Act and will not
hel p us becone fossil fuel independent. W know natural
gas is worse than coal even if only three percent |eaks
t hrough the lifecycle of the plant. Before the Aiso
Canyon disaster in Los Angel es, the U ntah basin,
Nat i onal Oceani ¢ and At nospheric Adm nistration found a
six to 12 percent | eakage rates for natural gas and found
a 17 percent loss in the Los Angeles basin. So they're
| osing 17 percent just from | eaking pipes and from
em ssions before there was a catastrophic event. Harvard
studi es have found that the US Shield (inaudible) overal
had i ncreased the gl obal nethane em ssions by nore than
30 percent. W cannot afford as a society to use nore
natural gas as a bridge to renewable energy. This is
what we have been told over and over again, that we need
to use it as a bridge. And | say it's just suicide. And
my wish is that the Departnment of Health will cone out
W th a stronger stance and opposition to this plant as a
line in the sand nessage that we as a society in Rhode

Island will not tolerate fossil fuel but rather support
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only renewabl es going forward. W have a chance here to
be a national |eader that puts its citizens and its
pl ants over noney.

MR. MODERATOR  Thank you, Irene. Jen.

M5. BAILEY: [I'mjust going to state ny nane
quickly. M/ nane is Jennifer Bailey, but | also want to
mention that there are two very inportant neetings right
now, and this is one of them being the Departnment of
Health, but there is also the Harrisville Water
Departnment neeting that a | ot of people are stepping out
and then will be com ng back in after that neeting to the
Departnent of Health, so | just wanted to nmake nmention so
you under stand why people are coming in and out. And |
know t hat sone peopl e have signed up, like, for instance,
my husband who woul d have been after ne, but he's going
to that neeting. So when people step back in, if they
coul d just squeeze in after they cone back in in order to
speak, that would be wonderful. Thank you.

So let ne just start here. (Good evening, ny nane is

Jennifer Bailey. I'ma resident of Burrillville, Rhode
| sland. | have ny Master's Degree in Science, and I
practice anesthesia. | want to address sone of the nmany

health concerns with the proposal of |nvenergy Power
Plant in Burrillville. Invenergy has proposed buil di ng

one of the biggest power plants of its kind in New
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England. It will be less than five mles fromthe
bi ggest power plant in Rhode Island. Both power plants
Wil reside in the snall town of Burrillville. There are

many ri sks that outweigh the alleged benefits of this
proj ect .

So let's just |ook quickly at the need. 1In the
healt hcare field our providers take a Hi ppocratic Cath to
do no harm So if a patient conmes in for a procedure and
there is no need and/or the risks outwei ghs the benefits
we will not do the procedure. Here |ISO NE states that we
have enough power. The press rel ease, enclosed, and |
wll give you a packet, states there are sufficient
resources even with the other power plants in the region
comng offline. Actually, there is a surplus. Not only
is there a surplus, but they predict a .02% over al
decline each year for the overall demand of electricity
in the region.

If there is no need, and we know there are nmjor
health concerns, if we are follow ng the Hi ppocratic
GCath, the plant would not be built.

There are many areas you touch upon in your advisory
opi nion for the Clear R ver Energy Center.

El ectromagnetic fields, noise, drinking water quality,
air pollution, asthma, energency response, prevention,

climate change, and health. For time's sake, | wll
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focus on a few

Let's start with electromagnetic fields, EMF. You
state that research is inconclusive with pediatric
cancer. Research in this field started in the US around
1990. There has been | ess than 26 years of research, and
research has found very significant health inpacts. Your
health report dism sses any health effects of EM-, which
Is not the case through the current research. There are
| i nks between EMF causi ng di abetes, nultiple sclerosis,
attention deficit disorders, asthma, and many nore. In
2006 studi es support three percent of the US popul ation
havi ng el ectro hypersensitivity and 35 percent having
synptons of electro hypersensitivities. This is
significant and neans that people are becomng ill by
hi gh voltage lines along with cumul ative effects from
other fornms of electricity they are exposed to on a daily
basi s.

Light Pollution. Next, let's talk about |ight
pollution, and a lot of this does pertain to the noise
pollution as well. Your advisory opinion did not focus
on light pollution fromthe plant, which is another ngjor
health effect. The population in this area love their
dar k- ni ght ski es, one of the many reasons why nany have
nmoved out here to Burrillville. There are a slew of

negati ve i npacts on hunman health and safety fromlight
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pol lution. Being exposed to blue light, in particular,
| i ke that of a power plant has been |inked to obesity,
depr essi on, sl eeping disorders, cancer, diabetes and
nore. Like nost life on Earth, hunmans adhere to a
circadi an rhythm our biological clock, a sleep-wake
pattern governed by day-night cycle. Artificial light at
ni ght can di srupt that cycle. Qur bodies produce the
hormone mel atonin in response to circadi an rhythm
Mel at oni n hel ps keep us healthy. |t has anti oxi dant
properties, induces sleep, boosts the i mune system

| owers chol esterol, and hel ps the functioning of the
thyroi d, pancreas, ovaries, testes and adrenal gl ands.
Ni ghttinme exposure to artificial |light, especially blue
light, which is that of power plants, suppresses
mel at oni n production. The scientific community is
studyi ng the range and conpl exity of circadian di sruption
and the role of nelatonin suppression fromtoo nuch
artificial light at night. Scientists are finding an
undi sput ed connecti on between sufficient sleep and good
health. On the 15th of June 2009 the Anerican Medi cal
Associ ation al so adopted resol utions that support the
reduction of light pollution and glare. 1In 2012 the
Ameri can Medi cal Associ ation has recogni zed |ight at

ni ght as a carcinogen and a health risk. Ongoing

research conti nues to probe the connection between
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nat ural darkness and human heal t h.

Al r pollution, about a nonth ago, there was a vi sual
depiction of all the power plants and the proposed power
plants in the area which | have encl osed, and actually,
Renee cane up and showed us the depiction here, which was
very hel pful. That depiction, that picture that she
used, does not include power plants from Provi dence,
Johnston or the proposed power plant in Providence. Not
only do we have the health effects fromair pollution
from nunmerous other power plants in the area but we are
addi ng one of the biggest of its kind in New Engl and at
1000 negawatts to add to the cunul ative health effects.

A research article | ooked at the associ ati on between
residential proximty to the fuel-fired power plants and
the hospitalization rate for respiratory di seases. There
was a high significance of respiratory illnesses and
di seases that required hospitalization in the area.
Unl i ke notor vehicles, which is another source of air
pol lution, fossil-fuel-fired power plants are stationary.
According to Invenergy's application the CO2 al one
emtted fromthis plant woul d be the equival ent to addi ng
750, 000 vehicles. That's alnobst two tines the anount of
vehicles that we have registered in R today and that
would be in a current pristine |location. That is not

taking into account any other cunul ative effects from al
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the other power plants in the area. And it is not taking
i nto account many of the other known chem cal s and

carci nogens emtted fromthe plant in pounds per mllion
on a daily basis, which | think Mary Jane Bail ey touched
upon some of that.

When viewi ng hospital data from 1993-2008, research
supports a high incidence of asthnma, acute respiratory
infection, and COPD. The research continues to exam ne
air pollution exposures and associates it with increased
ri sks of not only respiratory but cardi ovascul ar di sease,
central nervous system di sease, pregnancy conplications,
triggers for asthma attacks, higher rates of bronchitis
and prenmature death.

Water pollution, the plant is using unprecedented
MIBE contam nated water, which is wells 3 and 3A which
were court ordered sealed in affiliation with you, the
Departnment of Health, in conjunction with a court order.
According to the court order, this well was never to be
used for a water supply. This neans a water supply for
any purposes. According to Rhode Island General Law
42-98-2 the applicant, and this is EFSB | aw, the
appl i cant needs to have a high quality water source.
| ' ve read documents from both DEM and t he Departnent of
Health that are referring to the water source as an

i ndustrial use. |If that's what you are considering this
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wat er source, then it's against the | aw, because it is
not a high quality water source. It took Santa Moni ca
California 10 to 12 years for their first well that was
contam nated with MIBE to cone back online. They are
currently still renmediating other wells that were
contam nated. Experts have educated us on the proper way
to renediate the wells. They stated that we need to
renedi ate the MIBE at the source of the contam nation
which is currently not near the |ocation of wells 3 and
3A. Instead, if this plant was approved, we would be
i gnoring expert opinion and letting a power plant use up
to 924,000 gallons a day, expelling it into our sewer
system down our rivers and up to 2/3 of it into our
at nrosphere. This will have the possibility of polluting
all other water sources in the area. Realistically, this
could contam nate our wells in town and we could
potentially | ose an entire town's water supply. | hope
you are addressing this health concern in your advisory
opinion. The world has | ess than one percent
availability of clean drinking water in the world. This
is not a wise option, where there is no dire need of
electricity in this area. |If there were a dire need,
| SO NE woul d state there was a need.

In the end with no need and nunerous heal th

concerns, environnental inpacts, et cetera, this plant
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needs to be stopped. It should not be approved, period.
The application should not have been able to get beyond
t he application status according to EFSB | aw wi t hout a
hi gh quality water source. After reviewing all the
cumul ative effects from existing power plants,
Burrillville is already hosting the | argest power plant
in R, two conpressor stations, one doubling in
expansion. This is not liberty and justice at all. It
is environnental injustice and will inpact our health in
many ways.

Pl ease, in your advisory opinion to the EFSB, | urge

you to protect the health of Rl and firnly state that the

health risks do not outwei gh any all eged benefits. Thank

you.
MR. MODERATOR  Eva.
MS. ROSELLI: Yes, Eva.
MR. MODERATOR  After Eva we'll take a quick
br eak.

M5. ROSELLI: A lot of things were already
said, and | would not |like to repeat back to back.
want to just nmention a fewthings. | also started (sic)
the work of Union Ofice of Concerned Scientists |ike one
of the other nmen speaking here regarding farner. And
there i s nothing good about fracking technol ogy. As

sonebody el se said we would be here dying wth cancer.
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We woul d be dying with asthma. There woul d be noi se

whi ch woul d need to interfere with our sl eeping pattern,
with our lives. |It's very hard to function normally
under constant noise. W would even be having

ear t hquakes whi ch were obviously not good for our health.
l"'mtrying to stick with the subject of not healthy. W
woul d have net hane gas. W would be breathing net hane
gas as a nornal part of what's happening with functioning
of this power plant, and that's just normal function.
That' s not even possible accident, and a |lot of accidents
are happening |like there was an explosion in California

| ast year. It took themnonths to be able to stop it.
There were floods in Texas which flush toxic carcinogen
chemcals with waters and basically there was an
environnental disaster. There is no way to stop it. W
are not prepared to stop it. The technology is deadly,
even when functioning correctly, but what | really want
to tal k about is what's al ready happening here in our
comunity. |It's been already nonths, many nont hs when we
are dealing with this life threat, and a | ot of people
here are working very hard preparing for neetings, giving
speeches. People don't nornmally give speeches. They are
under enornous stress and a | ot of extra work. Let ne
ask, who here is not affected by stress related to the

power plant, anybody? The one person is not affected.
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(Unidentified person rai ses hand)

M5. ROSELLI: No, no, everybody here is
really affected, and stress, constant stress, we are
tal ki ng nonths and nonths. | don't know, |'mvery
grateful that you're here, but I don't know if you
realize how many neetings are here |ast nonth. 1| think,
| don't know, it was like five different neetings. Today
there are two. | thought |1'd have a break tonorrow, no,
tonorrow i s another one, and it's all very stressful.
Basically, | started taking panic pills, because |I am not
a public speaker, so what do | do to speak? | need to do
sonething. You see constant stress lowers inmunity. So
there is a big problem al ready just because of the
process. Fromny point of view, should be after one
meeting, after recogni zi ng what kind of technol ogy
| nvener gy proposed, things should be basically stopped,
because they al so, they also do solar. They do w nd.
Somehow t hey were bringing us the nost toxic thing they
could. Sone countries even stopped themlike Gernany as
well as Scotland. Scotland is not a country, but they
are trying to be, they conpletely stopped fracking,
because it is so toxic. So we are basically dealing here
for over the nonths with a |life-threatening event,
because many of us would die here, and the constant

stress we are going through is making us sick. Wat also
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happens, because so nany neeti ngs are happeni ng, and
nobody tells us, okay, it's over, people start feeling
power|l ess, and that's really no good. There is sonething
about powerl essness which | eads to depression, and if
people start losing their health as well as their houses,
because their houses wll be worthless financially,
really, nobody would buy them they can't nove out, a | ot
of people in this kind of situation commt suicide. So,
there are also other risks of that sort which nobody had
nmenti oned here, but that | thought I will bring it up,

but there is really a problem here.

So last nonth | was in Europe. | was on vacati on,
and | had to still think about what's happening in
Burrillville, and honestly speaking, | don't even own a
house here, | could just nove on, pick ny choice and
nmove, but this is so inportant. |It's not just about

Burrillville. This plant would basically put in enornous
area, that the air quality, the wind would go up to 30
m | es around poi soni ng peopl e.

So |l want to tell alittle story, so | was in |ast
month, like two weeks ago, | was in this amazing old salt
mne fromthe Mddl e Ages, and they showed us salt kind
of like shaped like this size, just a brick of salt.

They said in the Mddle Ages this brick of salt could buy

you two villages with people, and suddenly | thought
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about Burrillville, what's happeni ng here, sonebody is
buyi ng us, noney for a | ot of people. Mney is so

i mportant that our lives, our well-being, and we are

t al ki ng about thousands of people who would | ose their
health. 1t's |ike not such a value. For a lot of

peopl e, noney, it's |like worshipping God in this country,
which really, really worries ne to the point, and | want
to bring it up, it's not a pleasant subject, but | want
to bring it up that even organi zati ons which are neant to
protect citizens of our country |ike FDA or ADD, Anerican
Acadeny of Pediatrics, they receive donations from big
corporations, fromneat conpanies, so this is an exanple
of legalized bribery, which is happening in this country.
Qur politicians that receive noney, they receive nbney

al so because of the elections, but it's really for the
system here that noney is nore inportant than |life, and,
pl ease, do not be that organization. Please, hear us,
because thousands of people are fighting here for their
wel | -being, for their health, to the point of their
l'ives.

MR. MODERATOR: We are going to keep noving
along. I'mgoing to invite the next five people, and
just remnd you all to be respectful of the tine, so we
can get through everybody. W're only hal fway through

ri ght now the people who have si gned up.
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So the next five people, Jereny Bailey, | believe
he's not here, but he'll be back, | understand, so Deni se
Pot vi n.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Can | nake a quick
announcenent about the other hearing before people go to
that. So the other hearing, just so people know, it has
been noved to the Assenbly Theater, just so fol ks know.

MR. MODERATOR: So Deni se, and then we have
Cynthia and Raynond. |s Raynond still here? Ckay.
Geat, and Mary, and Stephanie, | believe. Next up is
Deni se.

M5. POTVIN. M nanme is Denise Potvin. |
live in Harrisville, and what | want to tal k about today
is not all the things that everybody is tal king about,
not what you guys have witten in your advisory opinion
draft, not really anything that's nade the papers. It's
an interesting thing. | drive to work every day down
Route 7, or often down Route 7, and when | do, during the
summer when the Ocean State Power Plant runs out of its
capacity of water that they can withdraw fromthe
Bl ackstone River, | notice, and |I'm sure we have all seen
t hese flaggers in the road stopping people on 102 and
letting the water tanker trucks go in to fill up the
OCcean State Reservoir that they use as a backup pl an,

their plan B. The problem!| find as | drive down Route
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7, these tanker trucks are com ng out of what | believe
Is the Superfund site right near Col onial Kennels, and
they' re | oading up water w thout any oversight, and
because they're using these trucks that are hired, they
are trucks that |leak, and so as I"'mdriving, if |I'mgoing
on the northbound side comng honme, half the road is
soaking wet all the way fromthe bottom where 104 is,
because sone of those trucks cone that way, and al so when
t hey cone out of that Superfund site where it's gated,
private property, no one is allowed in there except these
water trucks. | don't know where they're getting their
water from what kind of quality this water is. It is
under the radar, and these trucks drop their | oads,
because the trucks all rust and | eak, and we're all
driving behind with the spray of this water kicking up
into our faces and in our intake to the air vents.

Heaven forbid those poor neighbors who live al ong that
strip of road don't know, they're out in the yard,
there's peopl e wal king dogs through the water. They
think it's just water. They don't realize that this is
very likely Superfund site water, and these trucks fill
up the pond, and Ccean State brings it all in and

| aunches it up into the air with their turbines, our air,
and this is stuff that the DEM finds out about. There is

people who tell on them and they get shut down, but |
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think I"mcorrect, they were in trouble for doing the
sane thing in Uxbridge, they would go steal their water
They steal water fromother tributaries fromthe

Bl ackstone River. So they're not only avoiding the
restrictions about how nuch water they can take out of
the Bl ackstone, but they're finding creative ways,
because it's like a heroin addict, they need water to
survive. |It's their blood. And if they don't have their
water, they will go to any length, just |ike a heroin
addict, to find water, even when it's not safe.

So, in witing, in their application, all the things
that they do, they say all these nice things about how
proper they're going to be, and they have attorneys that
vet it all, and don't say it that way, say it this way,
and in the end that's not what they do. They're
poi soning us. That's it. Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you. Cynthi a.

M5. CROCK PICK: I'mgoing to |let Ray take
ny spot .

MR TRINQUE: Hi, ny name is Raynond
Trinque. | read your draft, and I was so di sappoi nted

wth the MIBE section that | was going to read a letter
from M. Rtsema did a study in 2002 but technol ogy has
let me down. So | think that this is going to | ook nore

like ny regular testinony. First of all, you nentioned
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that there were 80 people. | counted a high waternmark
tonight of 147. What's going on is there are two
meetings that are pulling people in two different
directions. One is your neeting, which is extrenely
important. The other is a nmeeting where they' re going to
ask the water district in town to provide drinking water
to cool this plant. It's very difficult for people.
They're going in all different directions. This is part
of the shenani gans and tonfoolery that | nvenergy has

subj ected us to.

We have been in this particular roomfive or six
times. W overflowed it the last neeting we had with the
Gover nor of over 600 people. There are 606 seats here,
so | don't want you to think that there is a | ack of
interest. Wen we talk about the tension, as Ms.
Roselli said, there is tension. W are all sitting here
trying to testify, so we can go to the next neeting. |If
we are at the baseball field with our kids, we are
worri ed about whet her we should be at another neeting.
That is a legitimte concern.

Al so, Invenergy is not only getting into the
skul I duggery and stuff, but they've also outright |ied.
They' ve published articles in the | ocal newspapers or
| ocal shoppers' guides that has incorrectly identified

the date, tines, and places of neetings. They've
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admtted on the stand that they lied on the stand in
other cases. This is a conpany you cannot trust. This
conpany is not going to treat us |like Mther Nature
treats us, so let's get serious about |nvenergy.

| live a hundred yards from3 and 3A. MW wfe and
our nei ghbor both got brain tunors, and ny wfe survived
and ny neighbor didn't. Wwen | ook at the woefully
I nadequat e portion of your draft that deals with MIBE, a
tear conmes to ny eye when | look at it. | said, you got
to be kidding. These are the people that are going to
take care us of, and this is what they've got. This is
it. You're fighting a npjor, nmjor corporate political
nonster, and if you are going to be of any effect, you
have got to be stern, and you have got to use your
know edge and your intestinal fortitude to say what's
really true, and that is that this isn't going to help
anybody. This MIBE is the sane. |1'mgoing to put in the
letter fromM. Ritsema but the fact of the matter is he

stated that in 2002 that carbon filtration was totally

I nadequate in order to clean the massive MIBE spill that
we have. At the tine it was the largest spill in Rhode
Island. It is considered the largest spill in New

Engl and, and at one point it was considered the |argest
spill inthe United States. W don't have to i nmagi ne

what it would be Iike to be poisoned. W have been
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poi soned. W are not going to trust Invenergy to take
care of us. W would |like you to help take care of us.
One of the things that was nentioned was where the MIBE
water is going to go, and it's going to go to the
wastewat er treatnent plant here in Burrillville, and then
it is going to go into a tributary of the Bl ackstone
River. 1It's going to go into the Clear River. There is
no sane idea of this, and the problemis, is that even
usi ng our, our polluted well 3 and 3A, that's not enough
for I nvenergy, they need to get our drinking water, and
the other neeting that we are trying to get out to, that
you see people comng and going to is a neeting that, you
know, the local water board is being asked to drill wells
on Invenergy's dine so that we can provide cl ean drinking
water to cool their nega nonster. It can't be all owed.

It can not be allowed. W are not going to use our | ast
cup of drinking water to cool this plant. | wouldn't use
ny last cup of drinking water to cool St. Jude's
Hospital. The fact of the matter is it's insane. It is
I nsane, and by the way | nvenergy is, they've got the
noney. They have got, they had a paid consultant, who is
now at that other neeting, representing that water
district, it sounds like a conflict to ne, well, naybe
not, he said that we could take baths and swmin the

MIBE water, we'd be perfectly healthy. This is what
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| nvenergy is doing. This is what they're saying. This
iIs what they're putting forth.

| always say that if you lie to ne once, if you lie
tonme twice, if youlie to ne three tines, you're a liar.
Ladi es and gentl enen, you cannot trust |Invenergy to take
care of our health. That's your responsibility. You
hel ped us back when the MIBE spill cane, we appreciate
it, because we didn't end up like Flint, Mchigan. W
didn't end up with years of brain damage and chil dhood
illnesses. W at least got on top of it. W solved the
problem In M. Rtsema's letter, he said that the
battl e was won when we were able to buy water from
Harrisville, and that's true, that was 2002, but that
battle still goes on, because we are still paying
exorbitant anounts of noney for water fromthe
Harrisville Water District, because after mllions of
dol l ars and many years of well drilling, the Pascoag
Water District has not been able to |ocate a water source
that is adequate for the village of Pascoag, and now, the
ot her neeting down the street is about finding a water
source that is on the other tributary to the O ear River
which is the Branch River, which is in nuch worse shape,
and we are now going to take clean drinking water and
cool a power plant. |It's unbelievable, but bottomline,

| adi es and gentl enen, anybody wth one of these knows
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that this is not good for the health of the people here
in Burrillville. You have hel ped us once, hel p us again.
Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR  Thank you, Raynobnd.
Cynt hi a?

M5. CROCK PICK: H, I'"'mCynthia C ook Pick.
I'mfromHarrisville, Rhode |Island, and as you have heard

fromthe residents of this town, it is very clear to the

board, as well, that this project is not being pronoted
or accepted very well. Kathy Sherman read the m ssion
statenment of the Rhode |sland Departnent of Health. It

is your obligation to prevent di sease and protect and
pronote the health and safety of the people of Rhode

| sl and. How can you factually prove this proposal from
| nvenergy Power Plant is not a health risk to the people
of Burrillville and Rhode Island? | don't think you can.
The air quality, the exposure to pollutants, noise, the
potential recontam nation from MIBE tainted water. It's
ridiculous. The air quality alone that you wote in the
report is rather dated. It doesn't take into effect
everything that is going to be happening to us. W have
two power plants here, we will be sitting in the mddle
of a four-and-a-half-mle radius of two nassive power
plants. W have Ccean State Power, which I |live one and

a half mles from and now!| will have this one
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four-and-a-hal f-m |l es away.

| personally have respiratory issues. | spent seven
years of ny life travelling back and forth to Zanbarano
Hospital, because | have tuberculosis. | was di agnhosed
wth asthma when | noved to Burrillville. | fear that it
wll only get worse if this power plant is built. It is
a severe hazard to ny health. | am al ready using

i nhal ers, and steroids, and quite frankly, if this goes

in, | think I wll, like a lot of residents, we wll
move, and that will create another issue for Rhode
| sl and, because you will not have the incone or the

residents to pay the taxes that you need to keep the
St at e goi ng.

| rem nd you that you have an obligation to protect
the residents of Rhode Island and Burrillville. You nust
be firmin your advisory opinion. |f this proposed
facility can potentially harm one person of the State or
this town you nust oppose it. And fromyour draft, there
are many reasons why you should oppose it. |I'magoing to
read you one fact when | close. Article 1 Section 2 of
t he Rhode |Island Constitution states, the laws are for
t he good of the whole. Burdens to be equally
distributed. Al free governnents are instituted for the
protection, safety, and happi ness of the people. A

| aws, therefore, should be nade for the good of the
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whol e, and the burdens of the state ought to be fairly
distributed anong its citizens. Burrillville is already
bearing nore of the burden than any other part of the
state. That said, this plant is not a good idea. |It's
not needed for Burrillville or Rhode Island. Thank you.
MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you, Cynthia. Mary?
M5. RYAN. So | cane in late, and |'m not
really clear who's representing the Departnment of Health.

" massunming it is the four of you. You' re the attorney,

ri ght?

MR. MODERATOR: Right.

M5. RYAN. So I'mgoing to address the four
of youu M nane is Mary Ryan. | live here in the Town

of Burrillville in the village of Mapleville, and | am
goi ng to speak. Sone of you are famliar to ne, because
| think I'"mprobably famliar to you a little bit,
farmer's market, and the (inaudible) that people are
nutty about, right? So, the four of you, can | ask,

bef ore anybody, you know, | say what | have to say, how
many of you were here 16 years ago when the MIBE crisis
happened, were working at the Departnent of Health? So,
the reason why | ask you this, if you could all | ook at
me just for a mnute, you're all, you' re hearing probably
sone hostility, and it's probably, you know, a little

unnerving, and I'mgoing to say this to you with al
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sincerity, you're the face of some of the individuals,
sadly, that we were betrayed by 16 years ago, and so a

| ot of the stuff that you' re hearing fromis fear

terror, frightening, because we lived it. W're the data
that long term EPA is going to be looking to see the

di seases that happened wthout, sadly, I'"'mgoing to be a
little graphic, and | hope that this canera can kind of
li ke, but I had a snall coffee shop in Pascoag, the
Village of Pascoag, and | lost ny business as a result of
the water. Al summer long, there were people that came
in aside fromsone of the health issues that |
experienced wwth ny, as well as ny husband, and ny

chil dren unknow ngly, because it wasn't disclosed to us
that the water was contam nated until the Departnent of
Health did cone in and tell us in Septenber, but
nonet hel ess, there were wonen and nen that canme in wth
severe respiratory illnesses all summer |ong. They were
very, very sick. There were wonan, and you know, when
you' re soneone who has a coffee shop, they confide in you
li ke, kind of, like, really intimately, and there was,

t here were wonman who didn't know each other, nen who
didn't know each other, but would stop in and ki nd of
tal k, and you know, wonman were bl eeding rectally,

bl eeding vaginally, not in a healthy way, and it was

related to the water. There were people who canme in wth
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severe, severe bronchitis. There were ten of us that
went to the court. | was instrunental in filing the
petition, the injunction, to shut the wells down. So,
have firsthand know edge of the experience and the fact
of the matter is that we had found it necessary to have
to go to court which was disgusting. There were nonths
t hat went by where nobody helped. So |I |ost ny business.

| left, but | continued to pursue, because | w tnessed
the illnesses, and as a citizen | felt it was ny
responsibility. The tip of the iceberg was there was a
young little child who was six years old, and every tine
she literally sat on the toilet seat, the back of her

|l egs would, and | witnessed it, they woul d peel off of
her legs, like peeled, like literally. It was awful, and
|'"'ma nother, and that's what drove ne to do what | did,
and | was sickened by the politics. And 16 years later |
was horrified to be driving down the street and asked for
a sign to say |l'mgoing to support you in your efforts to
prevent this power plant, but I was horrified when the
young nman told nme that they were considering using this
contam nated water, this MIBE fill ed water. | was, |ike,
absolutely horrified. There is a court order that's
still in effect, if you're Invenergy you were aware of
this as was the Departnment of Health, and as | had been

reading | saw that there was a letter of intent to begin
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submtted by Invenergy along with the PUD. Now, |'m
going to tell you a little bit of background. The PUD,
last time, 16 years ago, was able to, you know,
successfully pit state agenci es agai nst one another. Pit
fam | i es agai nst one another, the water districts agai nst
one another, and while they just sat there. They
actually got a five mllion dollar settlenent three years
ago. Part of that settlenent was intended to cl ean up
the water. To ny know edge, they have never spent a
penny on trying to clean up the water. Secondly, they

al so, ny understanding is that DEM whatever renedi ation
had been done was done by DEM and the PUD, again, did
not contribute anything to that effort. So | read in
here that Invenergy has this letter of intent, and in it
it refers to, let ne see, it refers to a, quote, consent
order dated Decenber 28, 2001 that was, that they relied
on to support their decision and their determ nation that
they were going to reactivate the wells. | spoke with
June Swal | ow t oday, because there was also to be at the
request, we were able to obtain sone docunents that we
bel i eve were al so submtted by Invenergy and PUD to the
Departnment of Health which I'mgoing to read this, part
of this one docunent is, states, approvals if required to
activate well 3A, and the docunment here looks like it's a

portion of a panphlet of sone sort, and it says, this is
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really inportant, as a result of contam nation of wells
nunber 3A and 3, nunber 3, and under a consent order

si gned, speaking of the sane consent order that they were
tal king about in their letter of intent, in January 15
2002, PUD is prohibited fromusing water fromwells
nunber 3A and nunber 3 except, quote, for renedi ati on of
the contam nation as directed by the director of health,
t he Departnent of Environnmental Managenent, water
resources, or other appropriate state officials, but in
no event shall the wells be used. Two, and | nvenergy
and/or PUD inserted a word that is not nor was ever
intended to be there, drinking water supply. This

| anguage that | just read to you and quoted had not hi ng
to do wth any consent order that was issued by the
Departnment of Health. There are two orders. One of the
orders is a consent order that was actually signed on
February 7 of 2002, and that consent order was in
response, it was a DOH consent order, that was in
response to a directive fromthe Departnent of Health on
Decenber 28, to appear before themfor the revocation of
their ability to utilize well 3A for their water. They
t ook the | anguage from anot her order, which is a Superior
Court order, that Superior Court order intended, because
| was there, and | have the | anguage, and |I'm happy to

provide you with a copy, but I'mpretty sure that the
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Rhode | sl and Departnent of Health has one already, and in
that order, | was there, | was there for the decision,
and the judge was very specific that he was very

concer ned about the flow of water and the contani nati on,
in contamnating Harrisville's water supply or any other
wat erways. Now, |Invenergy and the PUD has represented
that the water doesn't have to be, or it's not going to
be, as matter of fact, they have highlighted this fact on
their part, that the water is not going to be potable, it
is not going to be clean, so don't worry about it, we're

not flowng it to have anybody drink it. W' re just

flowng, | think the termnology is industrial grade.
Well, the industrial grade, if the acceptable level is
twenty parts per billion less than or |ess than five,

there's been instances across the test wells that have
shown 55,000 parts per billion, and the order that was

i ssued by the Superior Court is still in effect. That
didn't go away, but in Invenergy's application they
submtted that their flow of water was i nconformty wth
the consent order, again, referring to the Departnent of
Heal t h never disclosing to either the Departnment of

Heal th, or nmybe they did, but not to the EFSB in their
application, not to DEM that there was an order in
effect which, by the way, they have to address, and they

shoul d have never been allowed to walk into the EFSB,
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because it was based on a fal se pretense. Now, when

also read the application, | saw that there were
references to Pennsyl vania and said why are they tal king
about Pennsylvania, and there was a couple of references
to, not that this is not irrelevant they referred to
Rhode I sl and as Rhode Islandia, so |I'mlike, what. So,
the information that they referenced about Pennsyl vani a
seened to be irrelevant to Rhode |Island, and definitely
didn't have any, there were too many references that were
inconsistent. So | went to Pennsyl vania because the
first thing |I thought of, | said, this sounds like a

cut - and- paste application, so I'"'mgoing to go to

Pennsyl vani a and see what's going on in Invenergy. And
sure enough, Invenergy was rejected just a few nonths ago
by, | believe it was Elizabeth County, and they were
approved by another county called Jessup County, and when
t he residents appeal ed, |Invenergy asked for sanctions
which is pretty equivalent to a slap suit, so that's big
cor porate behavior, but | know you know that. And what
does this have to do wth health? These people are
wlling to flow contam nated water at any |level, at any
cost and transnit it three-and-a-half mles fromthe
wel | head to a huge facility that's going to wi pe out tons
of trees, which, again, is going to inpact the health and

safety of a community. The statute that EFSB has to
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foll ow includes their decision-naking, includes the
reliance on how safe is this project and howit would

i mpact on the public safety and well being of the
community, and they're relying on you to do so, and |
know that's probably a big burden, but they're asking
you, and one of the concerns | had aside fromwhen | read
your advisory, your draft, is that | spoke with June
Swal | ow today and June Swal |l ow i ndicated that, well, you
know what, the Departnment of Health doesn't have the
jurisdiction over this matter, and she said, because it's
not drinking water, it's industrial grade, so it's not a
problem And t hroughout the application, and in other
materials the I nvenergy corporation has inplied, or

I ndi cated, that they have net with the Departnent of
Health nultiple tines, as well as DEM and | know that's
true, but they certainly have utilized the Departnent of
Health, in particular, to sort of advocate that you
support them And so as a matter of public trust, it
beconmes chal | engi ng, because you are the face of the sane
peopl e who betrayed us 16 years ago, and |I'mreachi ng out
to you and saying | don't accuse you of anything. | saw
what happened. | saw what the PUD did the last tine, and
they were able to successfully have internal argunents
wth state agencies, with water districts, and others,

and so | inplore you to pay close attention to that. And
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if you have it, to please review the application, and I'm
going to provide, not tonight, but I wll provide to, is
it Barbara, | will provide a copy of the transcript of
t he deci sion of the court, the order of the court, a copy
of the consent order that they're referring to, a copy of
this docunent, which was provided by |Invenergy with the
| anguage that's m srepresentative of what the court order
said. So, they really can't circunvent the court order
at all. And this has caused a |lot of nadness, a |ot of
costs, there is police presence here. There's been
police presence here every neeting. The Town of
Burrillville has now spent $175,000 in | egal fees.
They' ve spent nore than $100, 000 nore than was budget ed
for for consulting fees. The State of Rhode I|Island has
nmet nultiple tines, the Departnent of Health, the
Departnent of Environnental Managenent, the EFSB, all of
t hese costs, we are running around like idiots for a
conmpany from Chi cago who doesn't give any concern about
who we are or our health.

MR. MODERATOR: Mary, |I'mgoing to ask you
to wap it up, please.

M5. RYAN. Well, | have --

MR. MODERATOR: If you need a lot nore tine,
you can cone back after everyone el se has had an

opportunity to speak.
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M5. RYAN. That's fine. Hang on. | just
want to say sonething, and | respect what you're saying.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Harrisville just shut

it down.

( APPLAUSE)

M5. SHERMAN:. The voice of the people are
bei ng heard.

M5. RYAN. So what I'mgoing to do is as a
courtesy, I'"'mgoing to present a letter, I"mgoing to

present a letter to you, Barbara, and |I'm going to ask
you to distribute them and |I'm also going to ask you to
|l ook internally, |ook at what's going on, because this
conmpany is utilizing you particularly to advocate its
position and for so long the State of Rhode Island is
suffering for it.

MR. MODERATOR  Thank you, Mary. You can
| eave your docunents right there. Stephanie.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Wi ch one?

MR. MODERATOR: Looks |like Haeley (sic).

MR SLOVAN: | will go. | wll go, because
|'"'mgoing to be quick. | had a whol e speech prepared.
My nane is Stephanie Sloman. |'mfrom Pascoag. | had a
whol e speech prepared. | have a 12-page report here for

subm ssion, but | notice that Invenergy is sitting over

there, and | refuse to speak and read ny speech in front
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of these people. | don't think they should even be here,
frankly. W are doing everybody's job. W are doing al
the research. W submit the reports. W are giving

| nvenergy ideas. OCh, that's right, we nmade a mi st ake,
quick, let's do a supplenent. |I'mtired of it. So, this
is ny report. Thank you, |Invenergy. Thank you very
much. Here's ny report. This is ny speech.

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you, Stephanie. And
is there another Stephanie present?

M5. HARDY: So | don't have anything really
prepared to say. What did you say his nane was, again?
This guy, sir, what was your nane agai n?

MR. MODERATOR: St ephen Morris.

MR. HARDY: And you work for the Departnent
of Heal t h?

MR. MODERATOR  Yes, ny nanme is Stephen
Morris, and | work with the Departnent of Health,
correct.

MR. HARDY: You're a rep for thenf

MR. MODERATOR: No, | work for the
Departnment of Health. Did you have sone conment s?

MR, HARDY: | just wanted to see who | was
talking to. | don't feel like I have to be up here and
comment. This is a joke, right? This is ridiculous that

peopl e have to cone down here and tell you why it's a bad
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idea. You can't even nake it sound like it's a good
i dea. To have these neetings and have people come down
here. You guys forgot lead pollution. |I'mjust going to

have to not tal k, because | will probably get kicked out.
Have a good day.

MR, MODERATOR:  Thank you. Ni ck.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER Kat kovi ch.

MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: He' s com ng back
| ater.

MR. MODERATOR  How about Kathy? 1'Il cone
back around if they're not here now Another Cynthia, it
| ooks |i ke Lussier. Thank you.

M5. LUSSIER. Good evening, ny nane is
Cynthia Lussier. |1'ma resident of Pascoag. | |ive on
add Wal lum Lake Road. So, | provided a docunent or a
series of docunments when | canme in, and |'mnot going to
reiterate what other people have already said, but it
really is not about this power plant, but it's about the
power plant that is proposed for the Killingly site, and
my purpose in doing that is sort of piggy-back on what
the first speaker tonight spoke of, and I think it's
i mportant when the Departnent of Health does an advi sory

opi ni on or namkes reconmmendati ons one way or another, that

they look at, it can't be |ooked at in a vacuum | think
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we have to |ook at, really | ook further out, especially
in a state |li ke Rhode |Island where, especially in a town
like Burrillville where we have Massachusetts just a
couple of mles on one side and Connecticut just a couple
of mles to the other side. So, | think, we have to | ook
at when we look at its inpact or the inpact that this

m ght have on our comunity, | think we have to | ook at

it as nore of a regional inpact to our community, and I
think it's inportant that when the Departnent of Health

| ooks at this application and drafts an opi nion that they
| ook at the conbined inpact that these power plants w ||
have, because it's not just the two that we have already,
it is going to be the third one, plus what's com ng over
to us fromjust over the state line. So, | would ask
that if you haven't done that already that you consider

| ooki ng at those inpacts, and revi se your opinion.

My concern in, also | think is |ooking at what we
know as town residents and peopl e who have been invol ved
in this process is the inconsistencies fromone docunent
that this conpany has provided at one tine, and then when
it gets questioned it changes, and when, you know, |ike
we tal ked about initially the height of the stacks were
going to be, | believe, 220 feet, and when there is
questions raised about that, well, now they're going to

be 200 feet. There was questions raised about the
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concentration of ammobnia. Oiginally it was going to be
20 percent, and when peopl e tal ked about conpliance wth
t he EPA standards suddenly it becane 19 percent. So that
they didn't have to be in conpliance with EPA standards.
Anot her issue is related to the anmount of water usage.

We heard that it's going to be one anount, and yet, when
| requested a copy of the letter of intent wiwth the
Pascoag Utility District Invenergy insisted that the
amount of water that was going to be utilized was
redacted. So that what is the real nunmber? Do we know
what the real nunber of gallons per mnute or gall ons per
day at peak is conpared to any other time? M point in
mentioning this is that this conpany has lied to us
repeatedly. |If you don't |like the answer, just wait a
coupl e of days, and they'll give you another one, and so
it's hard for ne, and I knowit's hard for you to wite
an advi sory opinion. Wen we look at it, we don't know
what information you have really been given, if it's true
or not true, and if, you know, if you have questions
about it, don't worry, they'll change it to whatever you
want it to be. These people are nore |ike chamel eons

t han anything we have ever seen before. So, | guess, you
know, that's ny concern is how, even if you draft the

opi nion and you submt an opinion, what's it based on,

because we really don't know.
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So | didn't want to repeat what other people had
said. | guess ny last point is, and you probably dread
havi ng yet anot her nurse stand before you tonight, but ny
| ast 18 years of ny career | worked for the state, by the
way, at the El eanor Sl ater Hospital Zanbarano Unit. The
| ast 18 years ny career was as the infection control
nurse. At least, that was the title of the job when
took it. Shortly afterwards, the infection control nurse
popul ati on deci ded that what they really do is not
control infection, but our role was to prevent
infections, and so | think when I, when | ook to the
heal t h departnment for guidance on issues, or when | had
to call themfor, to nake reference, nake referrals, or
to report conditions or concerns that | had, | | ooked for
t hem because they were, for all intent, they were our
experts in this state, and | think, you know, their role
was always, and | think |I sort of took away fromt hat
what ny job was was to prevent things from happeni ng.
That's what ny job was as an infection control nurse at
the hospital, was to take a | ook at a situation and to
prevent the worst thing from happening. So what |I'm
asking for you to do is take your report back, look at it
fromthat point of view, and look at it from preventing
the worst thing from happening, and | think, if you | ook

at it fromthat point of view and your role in our state,
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and what we | ook to you for is to prevent these things
from happeni ng, and we are counting on you. | hope you
won't et us down. Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR  Thank you. Let ne go back
and call sone of the people that may have just appeared.
Jereny Bailey. |Is Jereny here? And Mary Gauvin, and
Nick, I won't say it, and Kathy Mantl ey.

MR. BAILEY: Al set. Hi, Jereny Bail ey,
Burrillville, Rhode Island. | mssed sone of this, and
|"'mtrying not to be redundant. | have crossed off a
lot. Thank you for producing a draft and letting us
comment on it. There were sone areas where you did a
very good job. There were other areas where |I felt |ike
it mght have been Friday afternoon, and you were just
trying to get hone and neet a deadline. | know, |I'm an
engineer. | have been there. One of the areas is in the
area of water, and | would like to read that. Wile
groundwater wthdrawals fromthe MIBE contam nated wells
or the processed water are not a health concern at this

time, these wells may not be used to provide water to the

plant's offices. | feel |ike you guys had a very huge
m sstep on that one. | would like you to go back and
| ook at the health effects fromthat well. Not only

from you know, a potential chem cal contam nation, but

that well has been court ordered shut. So, it's been
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ordered shut by the court, in opening that, there are
many people in this roomthat were affected by that,
that's going to cause nental issues, anxiety, depression,
to nane a couple of them So, there are, this scope is
not just |looking at a power plant. This is |ooking at
every piece of that power plant in the health advisory
opi nion that you need to give on that and you really need
to tune in on the water, and you need to tal k about not
just to the chem cal effect on the water, but if the

court ever allowed that well to be open, the nental

effects and other ill effects it could have on those
peopl e.
Nunmber two, | just want to get this out there, and

get this in the public. W have been told by the
governor and many people to trust the process. And it's
very difficult for us to trust the process when |I'm
readi ng through 600 pages of transcripts froml ast
January where Invenergy is testifying to the EFSB that
they've net wwth DOH and said that DOH were in support of
this plant. So when | hear things like that, I'm

t hi nking, well, how can we trust this process when six
nmont hs ago I nvenergy is testifying that the DOH is
already in support. So when | read that, | think, okay,
they're going to hold this hearing, because it is

requi red by statute, and after that, they're just going

Al li1ed Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
115 Pheni x Avenue, Cranston, R 02920
www. al | i edcourtreporters.com






© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o 00 M W N Rk O

State of RI - Departnent of Health - August 09, 2016

84

to do whatever they can to say, well, you know, we really
can't conclude everything, which a |ot of your report is.
| just caught the tail end of C ndy Lussier's speech, and
| have a feeling she said a bunch of what I'mgoing to
say right now. You needed to put this --

THE STENOGRAPHER: Sir, you need to sl ow
down.

MR. BAILEY: Sorry, the |last neeting got ne
alittle fired up right now \Wat was | tal ki ng about ?
Cindy Lussier -- so when | |look at these things, I'm
| ooki ng through your advisory opinion, and a | ot of the
things I'mseeing really bug ne, inconclusive,

I nconcl usi ve, not enough research. Wll, a study, they
can be linked to health effects. A study nay not prove
there is a negative health effect, but they can be |inked
to health effects. And not to nention ny nother
testified earlier there are many chemcals that will be
emtted fromthis power plant that are, the sane

chem cals that cone out of cigarettes. Wll, if those
chem cal s cause cancer in cigarettes, |I'd like to see
this report tal k about that that some of those conponents
have been known to cause cancer and touch upon that a
little bit, because | notice that the word cancer wasn't
menti oned once in your report under air quality. There

was anot her area that you nentioned it in, that was ok,
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but you really need to strengthen up the | anguage, |ike
M. Sherman said, and you really need to expand the scope
and really expand upon these area, and you really need to
be forthcom ng and really tell people the negative health
effects that we all know, whether or not they're |inked,
or whether or not studies showed, and |I believe there's
been a | ot of great testinony here from our nmedi cal
professionals that will show that, but |I want to make
sure that we see that in your final draft. Thank you,
very nuch.

MR. MODERATOR  Thank you, Jereny.

M5. GAUVIN. Hello. |1'mMary Gauvin. A | ot
of peopl e touched on tons of the issues, so | won't
rehash them | want to bring up Ccean State Power Pl ant

for just a mnute. COcean State Power in 1994 had a | eak

wth one of their oil tanks. It |eaked 9,700 gall ons of
oil. They had a vapor cloud, also, in 1994 that caused
an evacuation of about 50 people. 1In 1997 they were

caught stealing water from Uxbridge, which caused wells
there to go dry. So when we tal k about incidences that
can happen at these types of facilities we are talKking
about that fromfirsthand know edge, because these things
have happened in our town. So, we want those questions
to be taken as serious as possible for the worst-case

situations that could happen, because those have been
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happeni ng.

| also want to bring up sonething with the air
quality. At our planning board neeting, the experts, our
experts that our town hired didn't have a | ot of
information to give us. They had m ssing stuff, so they
couldn't comment on a |lot of the stuff, and air quality
tonme, is tonme, the water and the air are the two
I ssues. The rest is inportant, but those are the nost
i mportant. So, then, at the zoning board, our experts
didn't even show up. So, again, when the question of air
quality canme up we only had the expert from I nvenergy
here. So the question was brought up about Buck Hill.
Buck H Il sits 160 feet above this proposed | ocati on.
Now, with the em ssion tower at 200 feet that puts the
residents on Buck Hill just 40 feet bel ow the em ssion
tower. | imagine that if they came with an application
saying we are going to put the em ssions towers at 40
feet there is no way that that would be sonethi ng that
was consi dered. Their own expert said, yes, you wll
have many nore em ssions hitting the ground, because
there is just less, there is less roomfor it to settle.
So, for residents on Buck HIl, in particular, this is
very concerning, and we haven't had any experts that
weren't paid for by Invenergy to do any studi es and

reassure the residents. | live on the top of Buck Hill.
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My kids live on the top of Buck HIl. So, to ne, | want
to know if that 40 feet where that em ssions com ng out
and hitting ny ground, hitting ny yard, | want to know,
and | don't want Invenergy's experts to tell nme. | want
somebody who's | ooking after the health of the residents
of this town to tell nme that that is a safe place to be
and that is safe air to breathe, because there is no way
' mgoing to believe 40-foot-tall em ssions stacks over
the ground |l evel ny hone is safe. And I'mnot going to
bel i eve that one expert by Invenergy, and | w sh our
experts had cone, because | would | ove to have that
particul ar question answered. So | would urge the
Departnent of Health to | ook at that very specific thing,
because Buck Hill is not far fromthis. It is directly
adj acent to the proposed site, so that is a very big
concern. Now, the air quality is a concern for every
single person in Burrillville. 1t's not like it is safer
tolive in a town where there is two power plants, two
conpressor stations, an interstate pipeline thinking that
the air quality is going to suffer, but | would urge that
you do consider looking into the height of Buck H Il and
the residents that are on there, because the effects are
going to be significantly higher for them and that needs
to be addressed by the people who are | ooking after the

health of the people, so that's you guys. So do | ook out
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for us. GCkay. Thank you.
MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you. Nick?
MR, KATKOVICH |I'm Ni ck Kat kovich from
Provi dence. | just want to start off, you know, to like

the fol ks from Departnent of Health, just so you al

know, a coupl e of weeks ago, the governor, G na Rai nondo
was sitting right there, and when she was sitting there,
she said if there are any issues with this power plant
then it shouldn't be built. So, that's, you know, your
boss, in a way, saying that she wants to know the truth
about this power plant. So, | hope you all do your job,
you know, after hearing all of these great comments from
everyone tonight and do a deeper analysis on the health

I npact of this project. | just want to, you know, add
onto what fol ks have already been sayi ng about the MIBE
water. One thing, of course, not all of the MIBE gets

cl eaned out of it by the tinme it reaches the power plant,
and a lot of that air wll evaporate, | forgot how nany
hundreds of gallons of water wll evaporate. | think
your health assessnment didn't nention the inpacts of
airborne MIBE. The Del aware Health and Soci al Services
Departnent rel eased a study about airborne MIBEs. | can
just read li ke a paragraph quote fromthat. It says

ani mal studies of airborne MIBEs showed nervous system

probl ens as the nost common effect. For about an hour
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the ani mal s acted drunk. They becane | ess active, fell
down, and had partly closed eyes. Sonme rats and m ce

di ed, and sone had nose and throat irritation. Long-term
probl ems were | ess wei ght gain, kidney di sease, cancer
and enlarged livers. There were birth defects in sone of
the young. So, | think the inpact of airborne MIBE can
be added to the analysis. Al so, of course, MIBE | eaking
fromthe water source, and, you know, other water
suppl i es, you know.

| think your report, you did talk a | ot about the
sound, the noise, but | feel there could have been sone
stronger | anguage about, you know, if this sound can't be
mtigated, the noise can't be mtigated, and it poses a
health risk, then this project shouldn't be built, you
know, having sone nore harder conclusions. And | know
the town's experts, when they're tal king about noise, it
will be nearly inpossible to take sone nonunent al
engi neering feat for Invenergy to neet the noise
standards that they put in their application.

The other thing that | think can be added to the
assessnent, during construction of the proposed power
plant, | can't remenber the exact nunber, | can submt it
|ater on, it's between 3,000 and 4, 000 heavy duty
18-wheel er trucks will be com ng up Route 44 into

Burrillville. Most of those trucks will run on diesel
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fuel. So what's the inpact of thousands of trucks
getting stuck? And if you all know the roads in
Geenville and everything comng up here, there is a | ot
of lights, there is a lot of traffic, so what's the

i mpact of thousands of idling diesel fuel trucks in a
downt own ar ea?

The DEM you know, there is so many filings and
reports, but the DEM | can't renenber where it was, |
know it was with the Energy Facility Siting Board, they
t al ked about how the cunul ative inpacts of all of the
projects being built up here needs to be anal yzed
toget her, wholistically.

| nvenergy, when they first proposed the project in
t he Providence Journal, they said that this project was
going to be connected to the expanded Spectra pipelines
as part of a project known as Access Northeast. Access
Nort heast is also going to expand the conpressor station
in Burrillville, the Spectra Conpressor Station, so those
two projects should be viewed as one project, because our
friends fromlnvenergy said that was the case, so | hope
that the Departnment of Health takes their word for it.
There is also the other power plant in Burrillville, the
ot her conpressor station, and | think the inpact of all
of these need to be cal cul ated together with I nvenergy's

proposed project.
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In terns of climate change, | nentioned this at
anot her hearing. |In Pakistan this year villagers were
preenptively digging mass graves in preparation for the
t housands of people that are going to die fromclinmate
change, and this is a real serious health threat to our
whol e civilization and to people around the world, and |
woul d just really inplore the Departnent of Health to
find the courage to really speak up, and really say the
facts that if this project is built it's going to hurt
public health. There is no other way around that. And I
Wil just really inplore you all to have the courage to
say that. You can | ook at the New York Departnent of
Health. The State of New York banned fracking a couple
of years ago. The reason was, the governor said if this
is bad for health, we shouldn't frack. They did a big
health study, and they said that it is bad for health, so
now fracki ng was banned in the State of New York. So
there is a precedent for that, you know.

| would just |ike a couple of nore asks, | would
encourage the health departnent to either push the DEM
or push for your own air nodeling to be done up here.

" mnot sure if you're solely going on Invenergy's
records, but | think independent air nodeling would be
really good. And | think a project of this size, and

it's going to inpact particularly wth the MIBE wat er
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calls for a full health inpact assessnment, not just an
advisory opinion. So | wll just request that the
Departnent of Health, you know, nake that clear that a
project that could potentially have so many devastati ng
i npacts, you know, should require full independent health
ri sk assessnent. Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you, Nick. | would
like to call the next five speakers. Kathy Mantley. |Is

Kat hy here? Tayl or Badessa and Karen Pal ner and al so
Senat or Fogarty. Senator here?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: The senator had to go

hone.

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you. And Deb, is
there a Deb? I1'mnot going to try and pronounce the | ast
nane. | can't quit read it, and al so Jason.

MR. BADESSA: M nane Tayl or Badessa. | was

born and raised here in Burrillville, and |I'mthankf ul
for it. I, first, want to thank everyone who cane out,
| ots of suprenely well-qualified, highly-educated peopl e,
and you know, we are not all experts, but this right here
makes us all experts if we choose to be, you know
| gnorance is bliss, but it's not an excuse for this
pr oj ect .

As far as fracking goes, basically toxic chemcals

are punped at high pressures into the ground. Like
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soneone el se nentioned, states have al ready banned it
completely. Presidential candidates are touring the
country vow ng to ban it conpletely. Fracking itself has
only made its greatest stride in the | ast two decades.
It's not even truly proven through. | had nmentioned this
whol e thing to an old Arny buddy of mne who |ives out in
Gkl ahoma. The first thing he nentioned was the seismc
consequences. So | did alittle bit of research. 1In

Ckl ahona as a state 3.0 on the Richter scal e or higher,

t hey average ni ne earthquakes of that magnitude a year.
In 2015, that's the year it was 309. As far as energency
pr epar edness goes, our whole town, all the villages, we
all operate volunteer fire, rescue, not to nention that
wth the other power plant mles away, Burrillville is
basically a forest fire waiting to happen.

As far as white pollution goes, especially at night,
you know, wi th our clear skies, Invenergy has said that
this proposed project, this proposed power plant would be
1800 feet away fromthe closest resident, which is
approximately a third of a mle. Ei ghteen hundred feet
i's unacceptable. Air pollution, you know, Zanbarano
Hospital, which was nentioned previously, it's about a
mle away. |It's founded in the early 1900s, | believe,
1903, and the site for that hospital is literally picked

because of its air quality. A so, to do with air
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quality, Buck H Il is one of the highest points in Rhode
| sland. Qur prevailing wnds in Rhode I|Island fl ow

west/ northwest, so if there is even a speck of a hint of
any air pollution, Burrillville is literally the worst
town in the State to slap it in. Burrillville has over
20 bodi es of water, 25 state recreational areas, eight
state conservation areas, and it just |leads ne to the

bi ggest issue in ny eyes, is the whole MIBE thing. So in
case anyone doesn't know, nethyl, tertbutyl, ether,

met hyl net hane, greenhouse gas contributes to gl obal

warm ng. In fracking three to 7.9 percent of nethane
seeps into the atnosphere during operations, butyl,
butane, that's lighter fluid, ether, that's starter
fluid, you know, these dangerous chem cals. Twenty
states, including Rhode Island, have banned MIBE as a
gasoline additive. The Wrld Health O ganization has

rel eased known carci nogens contained within MIBE. MIBE,
especially in the water, there is an airborne concern as
well, but MIBE itself, due to its solubility, spreads
extrenely quick and far reaching in water. And this MIBE
contam nated water has to travel three-and-a-half mles
fromthe well to the power plant. Virtually inpossible
to expect that there would be no seepage or | eakage at
all. And lastly, you know, this was a crisis for us back

in 2001, literally a crisis. | mean, you have to
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consi der dozens of people got sick, varying degrees, and
t hese dozens of people that got sick, this is only a
matter of four nonths, and this was w thin Rhode I|sl and,
wthin Burrillville, within the Village of Pascoag very
concentrated ill nesses, basically. You can't ignhore the
fact that these people got sick. It was in a short
anmount of tine, and it was isolated to one village wthin
this town.
| just want to say, | haven't even had the

opportunity to read your draft, but all of these other
comments, | hear a lot of things about, you know,
i nconcl usive matters, and, you know, if the Departnent of
Health is truly | ooking after the health and safety of
the residents anything inconclusive in ny eyes is a
no-go. W should err on the side of caution. And with
t hat being said, just, please, help us keep Burrillville
beautiful. Thanks.

MR. MODERATOR:  Thanks.

M5. PALMER. Hi, ny nane is Karen Pal ner,
and |'m from Cunber| and, Rhode |sland. The reason |I'm
here is that | feel that this is not just a | ocal issue
for Burrillville. | feel like it's an international
issue. | have famly in Gainesville, Florida, outside of
Gai nesville, Florida, and they're trying to build a

pi peline across their property, and they have sinkhol es.
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We have property just a couple of mles away with
sinkholes on them So, it seens to ne that, you know,

they're trying to push these things forward, but it's not

really based on true science. So, | feel like, | also
work in the nedical field. | do diagnostic testing and
there have been a |l ot of patients. | work with children,
and | seemto be working nore with the elderly. [|'mjust

very concerned about the health with the generations to
cone. dobal warmng is real. There may be a few people
who deny that, but we all know that it is real, and the
second thing is that | think we all know that there are
del eterious effects to using frack water or due to
fracking itself. So there may be peopl e who say these
things are safe, but in actuality there is no scientific
basis to say that this is indeed not the case.

So there's been so nuch talk already this evening.
| don't want to reiterate what other people have said. |
amgoing to leave a fewthings here, one is it's called
Project TENDR, T-E-N-D-R, and it's Targeting
Envi ronnent al Neur o- Devel opnental Risks, and it's their
consensus statenent, and so it tal ks about, you know,
i ke, when you tal k about fracking you think of gas, and
all of that other stuff, but actually we live with
products that are nade fromthese, the gas and the oil

that is actually drilled. So you're using cosnetics that
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have these elenents in them It is in all kinds of
supplies. It's in your frying pans, these special frying
pans, and it's in just about every aspect of your life.
There are these beautiful carpets, but in these beauti ful
carpets if they aren't wall art or sonething |like that,
chances are they are these remants of gas fracking
income. W are livinginit. So it doesn't matter where
you live in your state, in the country, in the world,
you're being affected by absolutely all of these things,
so | think those need to be considered as well.

| can't see any reason why this is even being
considered. | have grandchildren. |'m concerned about
their wellbeing. | want to nake sure that the Earth is a

cl ean enough environnent for themto be able to live in.

So, that's all. And | will have nore papers to submt in
the comng days. | will bring themdown to the office.
Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you. Jason or Deb.

MR. OLKOWBKI: Hi, good evening. Thanks for
comng to listen. |It's getting late. So, thanks for
your attention. So ny nanme is Jason O kowski .

So, first, I want to thank you for your work. You
guys do incredibly inmportant work and you know, the
Departnent of Health, and you're here tonight, you know,

listening to a |lot of our concerns, a lot of our, you
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know, frustrations, and | want to take the opportunity to
t hank you for the good work the Departnent of Health does
every day, really as to alnost the last |ine of defense
protecting our citizens against many different forces.

So, | have young children. | think if you don't have
young children you don't think about these things. You
go along living reckl essly and dangerously, and you have
kids and you start thinking about these things. So I

want to thank you for that, and I want to tell you just

| i ke those young children throughout the state that you
protect fromlead and many different substances, we need
your help here in Burrillville. W need your help badly,
and we need your courage, and you are, in effect, our

| ast line of defense as it relates to the health risk
bei ng associated with this plant, and all health risks,
the ones directly fromchem cals that people are speaking
about, as well as the ones, like, depleted water
availability and quality. You're our last |line of

def ense against all of those risks. So we are here
tonight. W are saying we need you to protect
Burrillville |ike you protected so many other conmmunities
and citizens in the past. And based on that, | would

li ke to echo the concerns that many of the other citizens
have said. | would |like you to take a position that

expresses and calls out risks rather than explaining
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where individual itens are not a risk. A great anopunt of
diligence has gone into the draft version of your report.
|'"ve read through it in its entirety. There is a |ot of
information in there, a |lot of information that was
pul | ed from ot her sources and responses, data request
responses that were nade by the applicant, so a | arge
anmount of diligence was put into this. At the sane tineg,
| have to be honest, it has the appearance of, in sone
sections, of kind of checking the box, and it's in those
sections, in particular, that we would |i ke you to pay
nore attenti on, because we need you. Again, you're our

| ast line of defense. W need you to instead take a
position that exposes and calls out those risks rather

t han expl ai ning where there aren't risks.

Certainly, | don't think, I think none of us here
want another Flint, Mchigan. None of us wants to
presi de over one of those stories that becones a national
di saster, and there is a ot going on that's unique to
this plant, and | think that's the thing that when people
come to Burrillville and listen to the story and spend
sone nore tinme |looking at the details, everybody wal ks
away, and hopefully you will as well wth appreciation
for this. There is a fairly a long list of things that
are unique to this plant. | think oftentines people are,

li ke, what's the problenf? W build power plants all over

Al li1ed Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
115 Pheni x Avenue, Cranston, R 02920
www. al | i edcourtreporters.com






© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o 00 M W N Rk O

State of RI - Departnent of Health - August 09, 2016

100

the place. Well, we don't build power plants all over
the place that are powered by one that's contam nat ed
with MIBEE. We don't build power plants all over the
pl ace that are resulting in a clustering of plants al ong
t he sane pi peline because each individual state, even
t hough we have an interconnected energy grid approves
power plants in a vacuum And |I'm not going to bel abor
that. You saw a great graph illustration earlier.
Hopeful Iy you have an appreciation for the clustering
that's happening in this region, and you have heard sone
of the other things I think that are unique to this
project as well regarding its location. So, this is not,
you know, business as usual even though this is the type
of thing that you guys deal with all the tine. Pl ease,
peel back the | ayers of the onion and realize that there
are sone special things related to this project that need
to be called out, and that you guys need to caution and
warn against. You nust take a different position where
you're actively and proactively warning and sayi ng we
should not do this because of X versus only saying we
recommend that, you know, if you do this that you | ook
for available mtigation opportunities.

So, with that, | wanted to go through a coupl e of
these itens in detail through the different sections, if

you would allow ne just a couple of nbre mnutes to go
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through this. So, | want to skip to, I'mgoing to skip
el ectromagnetic fields, and I"'mgoing to go to section
five around noise. Starting on page ten, you have sone
comments in here that recognizes the potential inpact of
noi se, but that it was, the full inpact of the noise
generated by the operation of the plant, of the new
turbi nes, of the conmpressor station in conjunction with
exi sting noise levels is inpossible to predict.

Theref ore, Rhode |sland Departnent of Health recommended
that if the CREC facility is constructed the facility
shoul d work in conjunction with Al gonquin to m nim ze the
nei ghbor hood noi se i npact to the extent possible. Again,
| think we need stronger | anguage here. W need to say
if this plant is approved, then you nust do X, Y and Z

You nust demand. You're the only person whose opi ni on

will be respected that way. | can say that. [|I'mnot a
health professional. |'mnot part of your departnent and
your organization. It carries nuch nore wei ght when you

guys, if you are actually concerned that if it nakes the
ki nd of noise that would disturb people, that you need to
call that out specifically in here. So, let ne give you
an exanple here. So, the frequency in question that's
emtted by this type of power plant is known as a highly
ranged frequency, and these frequencies are extrenely

sensitive at the highest-to-md-range frequencies wth
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the slightest boost resulting in a huge change in sound.
That's the high-to-md-range frequency. So if this plant
was to not be able to neet the sound requirenents,
keeping it from being heard from people, the frequencies
that the people do hear are going to be very di sturbing
tothem It's not just a lowrunbling noise that you

m ght expect in sone sort of factory. |It's this sort of
frequency that happens in startup and shutdown that is
particularly disturbing to the human ear. | think
sonmething like that, that sort of information is the sort
of stuff we would be | ooking for you guys to call out.

So that those who are charged in approving this plant
really understand the potential health inpacts.

So let ne just get to Section 6, drinking water
quality. So this one has been covered quite a bit
tonight, so | don't want to belabor it again for you, but
once again, | want to read fromthe report, Page 10,
excuse ne, Page 11, Section 6. These concerns include
possi bl e groundwat er depl eti on, possible contam nati on of
drinking water wells, exposure to MIBE and ot her
contam nants and pol |l utant concentrations in discharged
water. Now, those concerns aren't listed in your sunmary
of concl usions. Those concerns are listed in the
background section that have been brought up by others.

Those concerns need to be noved to your sunmmary and
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concl usions and issued as a warning. Again, striking the
| anguage. I n the summary concl usion you said, while
groundwater withdrawals fromthe MIBE contam nated wel | s
for process water are not a health concern at this tine,

t hese wells may not be used to provide water to the
plant's offices. So the only position that you guys took
as it relates to MIBE was about the use of the water of
the enpl oyees there. Do you know how that strikes the
town here. |1'mjust being honest with you, as a resident
of the town | ooking for ny Departnment of Health to
protect me. The only protection that you built into your
report was that of protecting the enployees of this
plant. You did list in the background. You did list as
concerns in the background, but you did not pull them
forward as part of your summary and concl usions. Agai n,
if you don't, no one else is so, please, help us.

Let me skip to Section 7 for air pollution. So,
firstly, again, I want to call out as it relates to
pollution, the clustering. This is sonething that's
uni que, and is increasingly unique to this plant and to
this area. There is no nention of clustering in the
report anywhere. There is no nention that says that any
sort of approval should be contingent upon a review of
all current and future plants to be built in that area.

| don't think that there is any report that exists today
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that exam nes the health inpact of this nmany plants in
this small area. That needs to be called out. |If you
guys are aware of that study, reference it? |If you're
not aware of that study, call it out, and say this plant
shoul d not be approved if we don't have a study that
confirms that this sort of clustering is okay.

| want to draw your attention to a study that was
publ i shed earlier this year, in January of 2016, in
Envi ronnent al Sci ence Processing Inpact. It was a study

fromthe Royal Society of Chem stry, a teamof scientists
in Canada. | knowit's funny to be tal ki ng about snow
when it's so hot and when we are in the mddle of sunmer,
but it's inportant to point out, because as you know, we
get a lot of snow up here in Burrillville. So, the study
found that snow in urban areas soaks up tw ce, soaks up

t he toxi c and cancer-causi ng nanoparticles that are found
in car exhausts. The snow appears to be very effective
at renoving those particles fromthe air, but then they
are, of course, enbedded in the snow. Snowfl akes and ice
particles wth various types of surfaces, including
several active sites that can absorb vari ous gasses or
particul ate pollutants. Marissa Araya (phonetic) a

prof essor at Yale University and the | ead author of the
study said, the research teans collected the snow from

the study froma fracker conpany in Montreal where it
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snows five nonths out of the year. Sounds a little bit
like Burrillville in sone years. They neasured the |evel
of toxic conpound particularly found in car exhaust, |ike
benzene, toluene, ethyl xylene, and xylene which are al so
consi dered to be either carcinogenic, harnful

devel opnent, or a respiratory irritant. They found that
after one hour, just one hour of exposure to exhaust
fumes, the concentration of those chemcals in the snow
pack increased dramatically. So the findings suggest a
need to study what happens after the snow nelts,
according to Professor Araya, since the snowis clearly a
tenporary sink for pollutants. Em ssions of such toxins
m ght increase rapidly as the snow nelts and the
chemcals are re-released into the environment. So, why
did | bring up this study? As per the application, these
very sane chemcals wll be emtted fromthe proposed
plant. Now, we are being told that the chemicals wll be
exposed t hrough such force of a plant that they'll reach
into the upper atnosphere, | ask you what about the days
when it's snowing really hard up here in Burrillville.
Foster-d ocester no school. W have all heard that on
TV. We know how nmuch snow we get up here. This study
certainly bears sonme additional exam nation by the
Departnent of Health, | would think, and |I'm happy to

provide that to you. On page 13, excuse ne, on page 14,
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it says the Rhode |Island Departnent of Health plans to
review the HRA as well as RIRDEM s permt eval uation and
will have the opportunity to supply coment during
RIDEM s public coment period, if indicated. Again,
woul d ask you to take a nmuch stronger position here and
demand to have the opportunity to both review, comment,
and give final say regarding their final recomendation
regarding the HRA as well as RRDEM s permt eval uati on.
| think guys you have earned that right as the Departnent
of Heal t h.

So, let me nove on a little bit nore quickly here.
As it relates to asthma, Section 8, on page 16, under
Summary and Conclusion it says without an in-depth
research study or conprehensive Health | npact Assessnent,
it is not possible to predict asthnma-rel ated i npacts
specific to the proposed CREC facility. Wll, | say
let's demand a study. Let's demand the appropriate
research. |If not you, then who else? | recomended that
we strengthen the | anguage there. |In page 17, simlarly,
it says without further research it's not possible to
determ ne the extent of the inpact or the | evel of inpact
this facility would have on individual or popul ation
health. RIDOH, Departnent of Health, recommends that if
this CRECis to be built all possible steps be taken to

reduce harnful em ssions and mtigate the health inpacts
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of emissions. Again, | recommend that you take a
stronger position on that. W'd |like to not have the
ri sks reduced. We would like to have themelimnated. |
think i f you have lived here in this area you woul d have
that feeling as well.

Ener gency Response and Prevention Section 9, pages
19 and 21. This is a, this is getting into the chem cals
and the types of conbination of materials that are going
to be stored on site. Again, the Rhode Island Depart nent
of Health recomrends that the nodel also be run w thout
t he assunption and that energency planning consider the
results of the nore conservative nodel run including the
potential for offsite consequences. This is, in relation
to the fact that Rhode |sland Departnent of Health does
not have the sufficient information available to
reproduce the nodel that was run. Again, | would say,
you know, don't recommend that the nodel be run w thout
the assunption that you guys don't |ike, demand that as a
condi tion of approval that the nodel be run. Strengthen
this. This is our life. W live out here. This is
i mportant. Rhode |sland Departnment of Health strongly
recommends the foll ow ng regardi ng storage of the
facility, of ammonia at the facility. Again, you list a
coupl e of very good recommendations. | say we denand as

a condition of approval, not reconmend.
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As it relates to the hazardous chem cals, | think
not enough attention was paid to the transportation of
those. A lot of good details about the storage of them
on site, and the way that they need to be handl ed, and
protected, and the training that needs to be provided to
the enpl oyees that work there. | think you guys did a
good job of outlining that. I'ma bit concerned about
those of us who live around this town and are going to
have these vehicles transporting these chem cals, the
di esel fuel, the ammoni a, the hydrogen, thundering down
our roads is that nore care be taken and called out to
the transportation and potential risk that coul d happen
if accidents were to occur. Again, if not you, then who?
"' mquite sure that the EFSB is | ooking to you to cal

out those concerns, and if you do not call out those

concerns, then they m ght say, okay, | guess there is not
a concern here of a spill that would potentially affect
the people of Burrillville. | can tell you, and | think

the testinony of many others before ne did a nuch better
job than | could of telling you we don't have a haznat
team The cl osest one is not close enough, and | think
that needs to be called out in this advisory opinion as
well. Also, the places where these trucks are likely to
crash and cause incident. Several of these intersections

and roads are very close to waterways, very easy to
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contam nate those waterways with significant downstream

I npacts to both citizens, as well as, you know, animals,
and other fornms. So, again, that information needs to be
called out. It needs to be specified here in terns of
the transportation and the potential risks and inpact of
t hese.

So, lastly, as it relates to climte change and
health, | think N ck Katkovich did a great job of saying
that climate change should really be incorporated into
t he Departnent of Health. It is humans that are going to
be inpacted by this in this area, particularly a state
that has 400 mles of coastland, are particularly
vul nerable to the effects of global warm ng and climate
change here in Rhode Island. Your summary and
concl usions of climte change and health state both
consi dering the expansion of the fossil fuel energy
system Rhode |sland Departnent of Health acknow edges
the potential effect on climte change nust be
consi dered, project by project, and community by
comunity. Rhode |sland Departnent of Health supports
the Resilient Rhode |Island act goals and thus supports
any | ocally requested exan nation of alternative energy
sources and/or plants. |If and when determ ned to be at
all possible the Rhode |Island Departnment of Health

supports efforts ained at carbon em ssion reduction and a
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devel opnent of alternative renewabl e energy sources. |
think I get what you guys are trying to say there. |If
you're trying to say that we should prioritize
devel opnent of renewabl e sources that don't have a
negative inpact on the environnent, if that's what you're
trying to say, conme out and say it, go ahead and put it
there just |like that.

And here's why? And this is ny final coment.
think I have taken enough of ny time. dimte change is
a macro issue. These macro issues sonetinmes seemtoo big
to change, affect, or inpact, and inertia is a very
powerful force. Doing nothing is so nuch easier than
doi ng sonething. Clinmate issues are a macro issue that
are fought and won at the mcro level, at the |ocal
| evel, and here is one plant in one town that if you're
concerned at all about clinmte change you can have a
voice to inpact. So don't forget, the macro issue is
defined and won or lost in the mcro issues in the | ocal
| evel .

So, again, | thank you for all your great work that
t he Departnent of Health does every day, so many things
that we don't even know about in ways that you hel p us,
we are just saying, please, we need sone of that help
here in Burrillville. Please take a stronger stand. Pay

attention to the itens that | have outlined and
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strengthen them Thank you very nuch for your tine.
MR. MODERATOR  Thanks, Jason. Thonmas
Syl vester and Eva Wods.

M5. NABLONSKI: Deb Nabl onski .
MR, MODERATOR  Who?
MS. NABLONSKI : Deb Nabl onski .
MR. MODERATOR:  Sure. Thanks, Deb.
M5. NABLONSKI: Hi, nmy nane is Deb
Nabl onski. | live in Pascoag. | thank you for being

here, and everybody, with your great coments and facts.
It seens ludicrous that we are still doing this. | don't
know how we can mtigate all of the wongs in this
project, but one thing | just wanted to nention was to
address the fact that in Invenergy's health risk protocol
they said there were no farns in the area. | just
really, just top of ny head, this list is 20 farns that I
can think of that I'"'maware of in a five-mle radius of

the proposed plant. That's not even just Burrillville.

That's just in five mles around, five, seven mles. I'm
| ess than two-and-a-half mles away. | have a registered
farm | have a license through the Rhode |Island Health
Departnment. | follow their guidelines in producing the

best quality food, which we do sell throughout Rhode
| sl and, Connecticut, Massachusetts. | have 25 acres of

pasture. | really depend on good soil, good water.
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have worked for 25-plus years on inproving that, making
it better than it was when | found it. All of the farns
i n Rhode Island, Massachusetts, Connecticut have cone a
|l ong way from where we were years ago of dunping
pestici des, abusing water. W are conserving, using
nmet hods of pasture rotation, water conservation, just to
| eave it better than we were. W are stewards, and |
really have a problemw th seemngly, just totally
ignoring the fact that we are producing food here on a
famly basis, on a farmbasis. | also nmanage the
farmer's market. We really try and nake sure that what
we are producing and selling in the community, and to
restaurants, whatever, is of the best quality it can be,
and | think this plant, | think, will adversely affect
that. | don't know if anybody is aware, and it's a fact
that | really have a hard tine believing, too, but Rhode
| sl and has over 2000 registered farns, Rhode I|sl and.
That's amazing. W have the nost farns in the nation for
our popul ation, the snallest state has the nost
regi stered farns, so it's inportant.

| just jotted down with a pen that skips a few
things. [It's worth saying that pollution affects
everything. The crops we grow, the fiber, neat, poultry,
everything, forest products. That's a big thing in

Burrillville, forest products. Pollution wll damage
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that air pollution. It is an economc |loss for all of
the products here. It interferes with enzyne systens in
animals, plants, as well as humans, changes chemnical s,
the constitution of the chemcals in the cells and
physi cal structure in animls, plants, and humans,
retards growth, reduces production, causes netabolic
changes. Also, it could -- really acute tissue danage on

generations. That's going to affect the food we are
eating. W are trying to be sustainable. W are working
all towards this. This is such a backwards idea to add
nore pollution to risk our clean water and air here. |
really have a hard tine wapping ny brain around it. The
health and well being of this area and the tri-state area
shoul d be of utnobst inportance. Just because we don't
have farms with a water view of the ocean, | nean, we are
no |l ess inportant. W produce all of the products up
here that they produce in the beautiful southern part of
the state, but we don't get quite the attention, but we
adhere to the sane rules, and we are dependent upon the
sane clean air and clean water, and we can be,

agri busi ness up here, we could be just as inportant if we
weren't busy fighting these kinds of projects that cone
our way. W are so invested in this fight that we are
negl ecting things that we need to do, and farnmers, you

know, this is the second tine | have spoke, | know |
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know so many farners personally, but they're so busy.
You guys are busy, too, but they're busy farm ng plus
working full-time jobs. It is not a full-tinme thing, so,

they can't be here, and they feel sonmewhat hel pl ess.

El ectromagnetic fields, everybody knows about that,
t he sound vibrations, it's docunented how it interferes
wth animals and their cellular structure, reproduction.
So I'mvery concerned about that. | hope you are, too.
| haven't heard anybody tal k about the, not really a
whol e | ot about the animals. You don't see them A |l ot
of our farnms are in the back off the nain roads. So you
don't know. There is beef cow There is pigs. There is
goats. | have between any tine between 40 and 50 goats.
You do see them though, oftentinmes. M/ property is on
the road, the main road and oftentinmes they get out, but
it's inportant, and | just wanted to bring that up and
just consider that, also. Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR:  Thanks, Deb. Thonas.
MR. SYLVESTER. Hello, ny nane is Thonas

Syl vester. Thank you very nuch for taking the tine to
cone out and hear fromall of us. 1'd |like to focus on
water for, | believe, it was question nunber three.
was di sheartened by the anmount of information that you
gave about water and the MIBE. | was one of the

plaintiffs, one of the ten plaintiffs back in 2001 that
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sued the State and PUD to shut down the wells. W
recei ved a pernmanent injunction to have the wells shut
down. | find it actually, like, very much a slap in the

face when | | ook at the CREC s water supply plan.
Approvals if required to activate well 3A  Your bullet
point here. As a result of the contam nation of wells 3A
and 3 under consent order signed in 2015, In 2002 the PUD
Is prohibited fromusing water 3 and 3A except for

nmedi ati on, contam nation, as directed by the director of
heal t h, DEM nanagenent, water resources or other
appropriate state officials, but no event shall the wells
be used for, you put bringing supply water on your piece
of paper here. That's not what it says in the actual
final injunctive order. Wile the case was goi ng on,
Judge Fortunato started to say that the wells shoul d be
per manently shut down, at which point counsel from DEM

pi ped up and said, but wait, we need to be able to have
access to the well in order for the well to be

renedi ated. The judge, nore or |ess, said, good point,

and he skillfully worded his injunction. |t does not say
dri nking water supply. |If you go back and read the
actual testinony, you will see, in fact, the point was

brought up that it should not be used as any water
supply. One of the things, and I"'mgoing to go a little
Flint, Mchigan on you here about the MIBE, so everybody
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can understand. Wen we speak of MIBE and this water

pl ant, people think of what, it is going to go over this
pipe, it's going to go up into the air. Let's back it up
alittle bit. Rght nowthere is a large area in the
ground that is saturated with MIBE. The bedrock is |ike
a sponge, and it's filled with gasoline and these

contam nants. The gas station where it happens is
approximately a quarter of a mle away fromwhere well 3
and 3A resides. The way well 3 and 3A is turned on it's
goi ng to draw sucking action of gasoline out into the
aqui fer, which will then cause it to spread to other
wel |l s, other public wells throughout the aquifer, and
this isn't just nme making it up. |In a 2013, a beta group
did a study for DEM which part of, in part of their
findings, let's make sure ny phone battery didn't die
here, I will read to you exactly what they said. Due to
known presence of gasoline-related contam nants and
concentrations above the respective GAA groundwat er
standards within the aquifer, no public well shall be
activated and connected to the potable water distribution
systemw thout the water first being treated

appropriately. There is a high probability that these

contam nants will be drawn fromthe bedrock and
overburden the water supply well, trapped VOCs nobilized
by activating a new drinking water well, may result in
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vapor intrusion issues and/or adverse the inpacts of the
adj acent river. The proper |evel of treatnent shall be
revi ewed thoroughly before our process is inplenented so
that the public health and wel | being are duly protected
before any new well, and they're tal ki ng about the
opening of 3 and 3Ain this. Before any new well is
activated the public should be notified and all owed an
opportunity in public to comment. | find it disgusting
to the fact that you think that it is just the fact that
we can filter out the water.

| would like to speak to M. Jereny Bail ey's coment
as far as having to do with different types of stress,
mental stress. You jamit through, you get your water
filter on there, people around here are going to be
sitting, waiting, waiting for DEM and the rest of you to
finally say you know, that's right, there is MIBE that is
now in the water, there is now the other contam nants
that are part of the gasoline that are in the water. W
| ook to you, the Departnent of Health, please, to take an
expanded | ook into the water, a statenent that goes just
beyond the (inaudible) filter, nonfilter, it's going to
be used as industrial water, but |like you did for when
there was going to be problens with the ammoni a acci dent,
or there were going to be problens with nitrogen, that

you al so take the same standard of | ooking at what woul d
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happen if the gasoline would be pulled out into the
aqui fer and spread to the other wells wthin the aquifer.

W will constantly be thinking about this when your plant

is here if it ever does conme here. God, | pray it
doesn't. Find sone water sonewhere else. Go buy bottled
water. Please, |leave this water alone. It was a

per manent injunction, because if you go to nove the
water, you're going to spread the contam nants throughout
the aquifer. That's why the judge did a permnmanent
injunction. A filter systemis not going to do anything
but have the filtered water cone out to your plant be
filtered. It is not going to protect the other 53
percent of residents within Burrillville who have hone
wells. It is not going to protect Harrisville's wells
further on down the aquifer.

Bef ore when Mary was up here, and she was speaki ng,
and she had said you m ght get a face of anger from us,
I f you go back, and you | ook at the history of this, you
go and | ook back where this well 3 and 3A t he Depart nent
of Health originally gave perm ssion to be open as a
wat er drinking supply, years and years ago back in the
ol d-tiner days, you know what it used to be used for, it
used to be the town dunp. It used to be the frigging
town dunp. It's 2016, please, can you protect the water

t hat we have? Thank you.
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MR. MODERATOR: Thank you. Eva.

M5. WOODS: My nanme is Eva Whods. | did not
expect to speak tonight, but | just can't sit by, and you
have to hear our story. | wanted to tell you about ny
ni ece, Becky Machi nski, her husband, M ke Machi nski, and
their one-year-old daughter at the tine, Kyla Mchinski.
They lived right next to the MIBE contam nated wel | .
Becky had cancer. Her daughter had tunors renoved from
her face tine and tine again, and her husband nearly
di ed. It was all related to the MIBE water. Now,
| nvenergy wants to open those wells and spew t he MIBE
water into our air and our water systens. |'m begging
you, pl ease, please, you have heard our cry. W are
afraid of this MIBE, as is the entire nation. That's why
it is nolonger inuse. It is a volatile chemcal and it
has destroyed lives. W need you to, please, hear our
cry.

Second, | want to just tell you ny own personal
story. | lived in Harrisville, Rhode |Island when the
Ccean State put the power plant in ny backyard. M
husband and | were affected by the noise pollution, the
light pollution, and the air pollution, and so we noved
to the other side of Burrillville in the m ddle of George
Washi ngton State Park. Now, |nvenergy cones al ong and

wants to stick their power plant in ny front yard. They

Al li1ed Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
115 Pheni x Avenue, Cranston, R 02920
www. al | i edcourtreporters.com






© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o 00 M W N Rk O

State of RI - Departnent of Health - August 09, 2016

120

want to use water that's been contam nated and spew it
into ny front yard where ny famly lives and ny children
live, nmy grandchildren. W are already being adversely
af fected by Al gonquin's noise pollution and whatever the
noise is that they're spewing into the air. You know,
they say it's sone kind of a gas release, so it's not
just noise that we are hearing, but we are al so being
af fected by whatever that noise, whatever it's producing
into our air. M sister died of cancer. M
daughter-in-law battled cancer. | have another niece who
speaks at these neetings often, she's battling cancer.
The |l ast thing a cancer survivor wants to hear is it's
back. | beg you, please, do not allow Invenergy to use
this cancer-causi ng MIBE and put these wells back into
use. Please, don't allow Invenergy to destroy our
heal t h, our hones and our lives. Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR  Thank you, Eva. The | ast
two speakers who have signed up, and we have about 25
m nutes left, Thonmas Trinble and Jan Luby.

M5. SAVARD: | didn't sign up, and | thought
t here was nobody left, so, | just have a little bit to
say.

MR. MODERATOR: What's your nane, please?

M5. SAVARD: Lorraine Savard, S-A-V-A-R-D

We nust unite, that's ne and you, nust unite against this
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threat that wants to becone a reality. The Departnent of
Health's mssion is to protect |life. Do no harm This
is fracked gas, nothing natural about this. The fossil
fuel industry has already harnmed our oceans, our water,
our |and, our food. Do not let them further harm
Burrillville. 1 do not want to | ose hope. Please, do no
harm  Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you, Lorraine. Thonas

Tri nbl e.

MR. TRIMBLE: M nane is Thomas Tri nbl e,
T-RI-MB-L-E. | grewup in Pascoag. |'ma Burrillville
resident. | just had one specific item | don't know if

it's been discussed tonight or not, and it concerns the
potenti al evacuation routes for the Zanmbarano Unit of the
El eanor Sl ater Hospital. Now, we have a | ot of people in
town that work there. W have famly nenbers who have
been patients there. | have done volunteer work there in
the past, and as a nmenber of the town there is no
evacuation route from El eanor Slater Hospital at the
Zanbarano Unit. W are tal king about a nmajor industrial
power plant. W are tal king about liquified natural gas,
di esel fuel, toxic chemcals. There is one road up
there, and the |l ast stop going out of state is the
hospital. That route would be used for energency

responders, fire departnents, if there is a mjor
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cat astrophes, and there has been maj or catastrophe at
maj or power generation facilities, especially those
i nvol ved with natural gas. Thinking about the hospital,
t hose are the nost vul nerabl e residents of our state.
They are the least nobile. | just can't see how we woul d

respond to them even get to where they're | ocated on
that sane road as the enmergency responders, which would
be Route 100, the Wallum Lake Road. There is a way out,
a torturous road up around and through Massachusetts, but
if there is any recommendation in your report to
vehenently cone out against siting this power plant, |
would think it would be the potential evacuation of the
residents at the Zanbarano Hospital. So, that's all
would |i ke to say. Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR  Thank you so nuch. Jan.

M5. LUBY: Hi, ny nane is Jan Luby. I|I'ma
Pascoag resident, and I'mnot going to read this. You
have heard everything that everybody has said toni ght and
| hope that you will do some due diligence and really
| ook into sone of these issues because really it is not
just a town issue but it is the imedi ate area certainly
is going to suffer nore than other areas, but this is an
i ssue that's nmuch | arger as people nmentioned and the
reason, | nmean, forgive ne, I'min the mddle of a very,

very |l ong sl eep deprivation experinent. A lot of us are
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not sleeping. R ght? So, okay, | don't know if there
are records at the Departnent of Health on the

cancer-rel ated deaths and ill nesses near power plants. |
don't know if there's been a study on the area by Ccean
State Power, but | know of a nei ghborhood near that power
pl ant where every household has either had sonmeone die of
cancer, soneone that has cancer now, or soneone who has
had cancer and beat it. And so, | don't know, | know
this is a hearing, and | don't know if you can respond to
questions, but if there are any kind of records |ike
that, | would hope that you would | ook into that, because
they are bringing death to us. That's why we are all
going to these neetings three nights a week.

So, I"'mnot going to read all of this, but there was
sonmet hing at the end of your draft that said the states
are allowed to adopt nore stringent standards than the
EPAs, NAH US standards, | don't know, and it's, well, |
just think why not. Wiy not in the beautiful OCcean
State? Wiy not have higher standards? | think it's a
great idea. The process the draft says is arduous.
don't know. Don't you think it would be worth it? | do.

So, please, do your best to get all of the facts and
hel p us here, because there are certainly health inpacts,
so nany. So say no to Invenergy. Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you, Jan.
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MR, PUTNAM Can | just say a coupl e of
wor ds?

MR, MODERATOR Only if you give us your
nane again.

MR PUTNAM My nanme is Kenneth W Put nam
Jr., and | would just like to nmention to you that this
isn't our town. This is only a partial of our town. W
have so many people that are bashful and old that don't
cone here, and | would really appreciate it if you could
get in your car and just drive around, you would see all
of the signs that's in front of these houses that they're
not out here, but they are participating, and they are
very concer ned about.

| would also tell the board that you have to realize

t hat we are tal king about people here, and we are talking
about Pul aski Park. W are talking about George
Washi ngt on Park, which people from Provi dence, all over,
come up here to go sw nmm ng and canping. This pollution
Is going to bother all of these folks. This isn't just
here in Burrillville. This is the whole State of Rhode
| sland. So, | just wanted to nmake that comment to you.
Thank you very mnuch.

MR. MODERATOR  Thank you. W got a few
nore m nut es.

M5. KING Renee King, Thonpson Connecti cut.
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| would just like to end with a quote that | put on a
letter that | wote to Governor G na Rai nondo, and the
sane letter went to 39 state officials in Connecticut.
would like to share a quote by David Wite. He's an
internationally acclained poet. Courage is what |ove
| ooks I'i ke when tested by the sinple everyday necessities
of being alive. Courage is what | ove | ooks |ike when
tested by the sinple everyday necessities of being alive.
Clean air, clean water and clean | and are our everyday
necessities of being alive. | believe that we have cone
to atinme in our history when we nust all act with
courage. Thank you.

MR. MODERATOR: Thank you, all. Is there
anybody that | m ssed that signed up to speak?

Vel l, thank you very much for com ng out tonight,
and thank you, nostly, for those of you who spoke on
behal f of everyone in Burrillville. | did see the signs.
| knew |l was in Burrillville when | started seeing the
signs. They're everywhere.

So, thank you so nmuch, and thank you for comrents,
and you can still submt witten conmments through August
16, and if you need that e-mail address, just come on up
here before you leave, and | will nake sure you get it.
Thank you, all.

(MATTER CONCLUDED at 9:19 P. M)
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            1                   (HEARING COMMENCED AT 5:45)



            2                   MR. MODERATOR:  Good evening.  We are going



            3       to get started, and my name is Steve Morris, from the



            4       Department of Health, and we will be here listening to



            5       your comments tonight, and I just want to go over a



            6       couple of the things that might, you may not be aware of



            7       before we get started, allowing a few more people to come



            8       in.



            9            If you haven't signed up, and you do want to speak,



           10       make sure that you do do that.  We are going to be



           11       calling people who have comments to make to come up to



           12       the front, and there would be five chairs over here and



           13       one person speaking, so, we'll call five people at a



           14       time, and that will be the kind of the process of having



           15       people come up and speak.  So, most of you probably know



           16       that we are from the Department of Health here tonight,



           17       and we are one of the agencies that's been designated to



           18       provide an advisory opinion to the board that's making



           19       the final decision around the power plant.  So we are



           20       here tonight as one of the agencies that's been



           21       designated to provide an advisory opinion, and some of



           22       the Department of Health folks are here, they're down



           23       here, if you just want to let people see who you are.  We



           24       are here tonight just to provide a forum, and we are not



           25       here to answer questions, but we are certainly here to
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            1       listen, and you can comment, generally, on the issues



            2       that are on your mind.  Specifically, we'd love to hear



            3       comments based upon our draft advisory opinion, which is



            4       available online if you're not aware of it.  You can find



            5       that at www.healthri.gov/Burrillville.



            6            If you are making a comment tonight, you're coming



            7       up to speak tonight, and you have a written, you have it



            8       written down, and you're going to read it, or you're not



            9       going to read it either way, if you just leave your paper



           10       here, we'll collect those, so we'll have access to that.



           11       There will be a stenographic record made.  This will be



           12       the official record.  So, when you come up to speak,



           13       please, say your name clearly, and if you would just look



           14       over here at Tracy, and make sure she catches it, make



           15       sure she gets your name, we would like to have a record



           16       of everybody who speaks tonight.



           17            Let's see, so, I'm assuming everybody here knows



           18       that this is something that's being conducted at various



           19       times in the State, and we have open-comment period for



           20       us, the Department of Health, through August 16.  So if



           21       you have a written comment that you would like to submit,



           22       you can do that as well, and you can submit that to the



           23       Rhode Island Department of Health, and you can send it by



           24       e-mail to barbara.h.morin, and she's at health.ri.gov.



           25            One other thing that I would ask everybody to be
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            1       mindful of, just looking quickly it looks like maybe 70



            2       or 80 people are here, and we are going to limit the



            3       speaking times to three minutes.  So if you could just



            4       respect that.  The only reason I say that, I see



            5       disappointment, I got it.  So let me just address that



            6       for you, okay.  We, we have a limited time frame.



            7                   UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Not all of us are



            8       going to speak.



            9                   MR. MODERATOR:  I got that.  We have a list



           10       of how many people.  We are saying three minutes, but of



           11       course, what that means is if you go longer, you may be



           12       eating up somebody else's time, but we are going to stay



           13       here for the time frame that we have until 9:30.  So if



           14       everybody doesn't get to speak it will be because



           15       somebody went longer than the three minutes, so that's



           16       all I'm saying.  We are trying to limit it to three



           17       minutes.



           18                   UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  How come we all got



           19       five minutes for EFSB, and for the governor?



           20                   UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  It's always five.



           21       It's always five.



           22                   UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Why do we have less



           23       time than we do at EFSB?



           24                   MR. MODERATOR:  I hear you.  We are going to



           25       keep it to three minutes, but we're not going to be
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            1       extremely strict about it.  Just be mindful of the time



            2       so that everybody can speak.  I think that we are all



            3       here to do the same thing, and that is to make comments



            4       around what's really concerning to us.  So, with that, I



            5       would like to call up the first five people.  And the



            6       first speaker will be Renee King, Peter Nightingale, Al



            7       Landry, Kathleen Seward, David Brunetti.  If the first



            8       speaker could come here and the rest could have a seat



            9       over here, and maybe we could call one more person, Lynn



           10       Gonyea.



           11                   MS. KING:  Can my husband go on the stage?



           12       Am I presenting this to you, because I'd like you to see



           13       it.



           14                   UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  We can't see it over



           15       there.



           16                   MR. MODERATOR:  However you want to do it.



           17                   UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  If you could rotate



           18       it between this gentleman.



           19                   MS. KING:  Hello, everybody.  My name is



           20       Renee King.  I'm from Thompson, Connecticut.  I'm a



           21       physical therapist of 32 years, and I have many concerns



           22       for our air, our water and our land, and I do work with



           23       patients who suffer from asthma, COPD, lung cancer, and



           24       all kinds of other ailments.



           25            We have a power plant also going up in Killingly,
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            1       Connecticut, and Thompson is wedged right between the two



            2       power plants, Burrillville and Killingly.  So what I did



            3       was I made a map that shows the ten existing power plants



            4       on the periphery, and the yellow transparencies show the



            5       ten existing power plants, and those are noted over here.



            6       In addition to the ten regional power plants, we also



            7       have New England Treatment Company in Woonsocket, Rhode



            8       Island, which is a sewage incinerator in upper Blackstone



            9       and Millbury, Mass., which is a sewer incinerator, and



           10       two compression stations.  So right now, presently, not



           11       including the main power plants, we already have 14, a



           12       total of 14 power plants and sewage incinerators



           13       regionally in the tri-state area.  So you will see, this



           14       triangle right here is the tri-state marker, and my



           15       concern is that we have a clustering of power plants in



           16       this area.  The black line on the map demonstrates the



           17       Algonquin pipeline, which bisects Connecticut, goes



           18       through Burrillville and into Massachusetts, and on this



           19       pipeline, we have a clustering of power plants.  The



           20       green overlays demonstrate the eight current power plants



           21       that are already producing energy, and I would like to



           22       list those.  Starting with Massachusetts, we have A & P



           23       Blackstone Energy producing 578 megawatts.  We have A & P



           24       Bellingham Energy producing 578 megawatts.  We have



           25       Bellingham CO-Generation, producing 386 megawatts.  We
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            1       have Milford Power LP Gas producing 178 megawatts.  We



            2       have Exelon Medway, which is an oil power plant, all the



            3       others are gas, that produces 123 megawatts.  Then we



            4       have Ocean State Power one producing 280 megawatts in



            5       Burrillville.  We have Ocean State Power two, producing



            6       280 megawatts.  We have Laepreau Generating in Dayville,



            7       Connecticut, producing up to 840 Megawatts.  So right now



            8       we have already eight power plants on a 31-mile track of



            9       land that spans from Killingly, Connecticut to Medway,



           10       Massachusetts.  Burrillville is right in the middle of



           11       that.  That does not include the new proposed power



           12       plant, Clear River Energy Center, which will be producing



           13       up to 900 megawatts, and as I mentioned, Killingly Energy



           14       Center in Dayville, Connecticut is also a second power



           15       plant proposed for that area, and that will be producing



           16       550 megawatts.  That gives us a total of ten power plants



           17       and most of them are very big power plants on a 31-mile



           18       track of land.  I believe this is clustering, and I



           19       believe it's gone unnoticed, because it includes three



           20       states, Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Connecticut.  I



           21       then added the total accumulation of megawatts produced



           22       with these ten power plants.  The total megawatts are



           23       4,675 megawatts.  That's enough energy to power 4,250,000



           24       homes.  All right.  And when I looked at the three states



           25       and where other clusters of power plants were within the
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            1       three states, from what I could gather there were not any



            2       other parts of these three states that were producing



            3       4,675 megawatts on a 31-mile track of land.  So, I think



            4       we need to keep that in mind, because that will, I'm



            5       sure, on some level impact our air, our water, and our



            6       land.  Thank you.



            7                   MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you.  Peter.



            8                   MR. NIGHTINGALE:  I'm Peter Nightingale.  I



            9       teach physics at the University of the Rhode Island.



           10                   UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Can't hear you.



           11                   MR. NIGHTINGALE:  Is this better?  I like to



           12       look at people when I talk to them.  It's kind of



           13       complicated.  I'm Peter Nightingale.  I teach physics at



           14       the University of the Rhode Island, and I have a couple



           15       of comments.  Let me, before I say that, may I mention



           16       that I'm a computational physicist, and I know something



           17       about modeling.  In a letter dated March 20 of this year



           18       I raised questions about the adequacy of Invenergy's



           19       modeling analysis purportedly demonstrating compliance of



           20       the facility with state and federal regulations.  I also



           21       expressed serious concerns about the regulations



           22       themselves, and here I want to go off script a little



           23       bit, because one of my concerns was that DEM had asked



           24       Invenergy to do modeling that took into account all of



           25       the facilities in Rhode Island.  That's not because DEM
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            1       people are stupid, it's because they are bound by



            2       statutes that have been corrupted by insiders for



            3       decades, upon decades, upon decades.  Anyway, the good



            4       news is that, as I said, I expressed serious concerns



            5       about the regulations themselves, and the good news is



            6       that your department advisory opinion recognizes the



            7       seriousness of those concerns.  Unfortunately, it stops



            8       short of concluding that the construction of the Clear



            9       River Energy Center would violate the conventional



           10       precautionary principle which applies to public health



           11       issues discussed in the opinion.



           12            The threat climate change poses to the biosphere



           13       adds a completely new dimension to this principle.  The



           14       Department of Health opinion states on page 22, and I



           15       will submit a version of my testimony here, but I will do



           16       that via e-mail, it says on that page, we cannot measure



           17       the direct contribution of the proposed plant or any



           18       single facility to public health by means of climate



           19       change.  Now, I do not agree that if we were to build a



           20       power plant in spite of our inability to assess its



           21       contribution to climate change we would violate principle



           22       15 of the Rio Declaration, an international treaty signed



           23       and ratified by the United States which supposedly is the



           24       supreme light of the law.  It overrode all those statutes



           25       that you are governed and bound by, and let me tell you
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            1       what that principle says, this is the Rio Declaration,



            2       where there are threats of serious or irreversible



            3       damage, lack of full scientific certainty shall not be



            4       used as a reason for postponing cost-effective measures



            5       to prevent environmental degradation.



            6            Why do you not go all the way and say stop this



            7       thing, we don't know what we are doing?



            8                   MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you.  Al.



            9                   MR. LANDRY:  Hello, my name is Al Landry,



           10       and I'm a farmer from Thompson, below where this plant



           11       is.  I see some customers.  I pride myself that I have



           12       been an organic and sustainable farmer for over 35 years.



           13       I have also made my own power potable (inaudible).  A



           14       single tree can absorb more than ten pounds of carbon



           15       dioxide a year.  With 200 acres of trees, filters being



           16       cut down, and 52 known pollutants being emitted what will



           17       happen to our pollinators?  Bees and butterflies are



           18       under heavy stress right now.  If we lose our



           19       pollinators, how will we grow food?  They'll have to



           20       import them, I guess.  Can you imagine hand pollinating



           21       our crops with small paint brushes.  They do this in some



           22       parts of China because it's so polluted.  Two million



           23       gallons of oil, 40,000 gallons of ammonia and two



           24       trailers of hydrogen gas stored onsite is an accident



           25       waiting to happen.  Worst yet, it will be an easy target
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            1       for terrorist attack.  How do we safeguard against these



            2       possible scenarios?  I just read today Union of Concerned



            3       Scientists in Texas are putting a ban on anything but



            4       renewable energy projects for the next 14 years.



            5            Finally, the grid loses lots of power during



            6       transmission, so plants should be built closer to where



            7       the power is going to be used, and I'd like to share my



            8       motto.  I mentioned that I made my own power for 35-plus



            9       years.  No to pollutant power plants.  Go solar.



           10            Thank you.  Thank you.



           11                   MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you, Kathleen.



           12                   MS. SEWARD:  Good evening.  My name is



           13       Kathleen Seward.  I have a Master's in Psychology from



           14       Rhode Island College.  I've been involved in emergency



           15       medicine for over 35 years, and I'm currently employed at



           16       St. Vincent Hospital in the emergency room.  I live in



           17       Burrillville.  I passed out images of SPECT brain scans.



           18       I wanted everyone to see them.  These are not artist



           19       renditions.  This is a real test.  Included in these



           20       scans is a scan of an individual that represents what



           21       would be expected to be found in a person who has been



           22       exposed to a polluted air environment.  While imaging



           23       tests like x-rays can show what the structures inside of



           24       your body look like a SPECT scan produces images that



           25       show how the brain works.  My emphasis today is on small
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            1       particle matter, or sometimes called small particulate



            2       matter, which comes under the auspices of less than 2.5



            3       grams, milligrams per piece, and in essence to make you



            4       understand how small these are, they are 136th the size



            5       of a grain of sand, or less than a quarter of the end of



            6       a hair.  So we are talking about very small particles



            7       that are not even at this point being addressed through



            8       the EPA, but I have been in touch with them, and they



            9       tell me every five years they are looking at other



           10       pollutants that are coming into the environment.  This is



           11       huge on their list, and as I speak to you about it, you



           12       will understand why.  It will be something that they will



           13       be measuring in the near future.



           14            These particles that are so small travel in the



           15       environment.  They will dump most of their matter from



           16       this power plant within a 12-mile radius, but some of



           17       these particles will be able to be found over 200 miles



           18       from the site.  This pollution is going to be enormous to



           19       the health of people, not only in Burrillville, but in



           20       the surrounding areas, and I believe as far as all of



           21       Rhode Island will suffer.  Dr. Amen, who gave these scans



           22       to us, is a double-board certified psychiatrist, clinical



           23       neuroscientist, brain imaging specialist.  He has spent



           24       the last 35 years of his life imaging brains, trying to



           25       find a better way for us to treat mental health
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            1       conditions, which we are, in my mind, in the Dark Ages



            2       with.  Spect is the name that is used to talk about a



            3       nuclear medicine study that looks at blood flow and



            4       activity patterns.  It is widely used in the study of the



            5       heart, liver, thyroid, bone and brain problems.



            6            Let's travel with the particles once they enter our



            7       body.  Now, these are so small they're going into our



            8       bloodstream, and they're going up our nose, literally,



            9       and into brains, so here's the particles.  The particles



           10       that make it past your nose may be more damaging than any



           11       other particles we have been studying up to this date.



           12       The lining in the human nasal cavity contains millions of



           13       specified nerve cells that wave tens of millions of tiny



           14       hairs in a gel of mucus.  These hairs can test inhaled



           15       chemicals and transmit information about them to the



           16       smell center of your brain called the olfactory bulb.



           17       Your nasal nerve reaches all the way into your brain.



           18       This direct line allows your nose to communicate very



           19       quickly with your mind.  It also makes us susceptible to



           20       pollution.  Particles entering your nose can actually



           21       travel along the olfactory neuron pathways from the nasal



           22       hairs right into your brain.  Once in the brain pollutant



           23       particles can directly kill neurons when toxic metals and



           24       compounds from a power plant are attached to them.



           25       Scientists already know that they can, that they may also
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            1       cause damage and disrupt the microglia.  Microglia are



            2       the brains unique army of immune cells.  Microglia are



            3       the sensible bodyguards and trash collectors of the



            4       brain.  Among other things they identify threats to the



            5       brain health, selectively to neutralize and remove any



            6       offenders which make it up into the brain.  The microglia



            7       encounter are polluting particles, they mistake it for a



            8       germ, this is very important, with disastrous results.



            9       Microglia in the presence of a particle produce a variety



           10       of chemical compounds meant to kill the interrupters, the



           11       chemicals then accumulate and begin to damage and kill



           12       surrounding cells, and the toxins can corrupt the



           13       magnolia, leaving them permanently in attack mode and



           14       otherwise unable to perform the important function, like



           15       removing waste from the brain.  Inflammation, which we



           16       already know is a major killer and has been linked to



           17       most diseases that we have in our body both physically



           18       and mentally is a result of pollutants in our body.  So,



           19       help me God, in 30 years, if I'm not here, and you still



           20       are, you will know that what I'm telling you today is



           21       going to be found to be either the number one cause of



           22       most of our diseases.  So what's this going to leave us



           23       with Burrillville?  Well, the Burrillville residents who



           24       have to breathe in this air will have things like mood



           25       disorders, increased dementia.  Neurodegenerative
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            1       depression, permanent cognitive impairments in their



            2       children, strokes, Parkinson's, birth defects, central



            3       nervous system diseases, Hutchinson's disease, epilepsy,



            4       childhood development delays, and permanent cognitive



            5       damage.  Children in polluted areas around power plants



            6       have been known to have IQs more than 20 percent less



            7       than people who live in a green zone, which is where we



            8       brought our children, so they would not have to put up



            9       with this.  Thank you.



           10                   MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you.  David.



           11                   MR. BRUNETTI:  My name is David Brunetti of



           12       Harrisville.  Thank you for the opportunity to provide



           13       you with my comments on the draft advisory opinion.  At



           14       this time, my comments will be focussed on the section



           15       covering issue 6, Emergency Response and Prevention.



           16            In the event that there is a major release of



           17       aqueous ammonia from the 40,000 gallon storage tank into



           18       the containment area, it is stated that such containment



           19       area will be filled with passive evaporative controls to



           20       reduce the exposed surface area of any aqueous ammonia



           21       within the containment area by 90 percent.  Question:



           22       What type of passive evaporative controls will be used?



           23            Second point, based on the DOH assumption that the



           24       Area Locations of Hazardous Atmospheres or ALOHA model



           25       was run with the scenario that the passive evaporative
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            1       controls were fully functional, will there be any



            2       requirement by the DEM that the ALOHA model be rerun with



            3       the assumption that the passive evaporative controls are



            4       not operational and that the respective safe evacuation



            5       distance for the Acute Exposure Guidelines be adjusted



            6       accordingly?



            7            Three, in regard to the statement by Invenergy that



            8       121 yards was the most stringent Acute Exposure Guideline



            9       Listing or AEGL for the concentration of aqueous ammonia



           10       which would be onsite, while that is well within the



           11       recommended guidelines of the Emergency Response



           12       Guidebook for first responders, it does not take into



           13       consideration the scenario of the tank being involved in



           14       a fire.  For such an occurrence, the recommended



           15       isolation distance and evacuation distance is one-half



           16       mile in all directions.



           17            Question:  Why were the inhalation hazards and other



           18       health hazards from exposure to the vapors from a



           19       potential breach of either or both of the two by one



           20       million gallon storage tanks of ultra-low sulfur diesel



           21       fuel not discussed?



           22            Number five, also, what about the respective safe



           23       evacuation distance for the Acute Exposure Guidelines



           24       (AEG) for such a spill of the diesel fuel?  In accordance



           25       with the Emergency Response Guidebook for First
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            1       Responders, should there be such a breach of either of



            2       these tanks, then an initial downwind evacuation distance



            3       of at least 1,000 feet is recommended.  And should either



            4       of these storage tanks be involved in a fire, then the



            5       recommended isolation distance and initial evacuation



            6       distance is also at least one-half mile in all directions



            7       and could be even greater depending on the magnitude of



            8       the event.



            9            Number six, I fully agree with the Rhode Island



           10       Department of Health strong recommendations that



           11       Invenergy establish clear, written emergency procedures



           12       and that those emergency procedures should include



           13       appropriate training, and I recommend Burgess &



           14       Associates for such training, including periodic



           15       refresher training of staff that will be responsible for



           16       implementing emergency response, and that those staff



           17       members should be fitted for, have available, and be



           18       trained in the use of appropriate personal protective



           19       equipment.  I would add the recommendation that this



           20       should be a dedicated on-site Emergency Response Team.



           21            Also, I would add that Invenergy should plan on



           22       conducting on-site emergency response drills and that



           23       their level of preparedness be such that they not count



           24       on the usage of emergency responders from the local area.



           25            Furthermore, Invenergy should be required to pay for
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            1       and acquire any additional equipment that might be



            2       necessary for large magnitude emergency response to the



            3       nearby emergency responders in all the nearby towns



            4       within the appropriate radius of those towns which would



            5       be affected by a large magnitude worst-case scenario



            6       event.



            7            Thank you for the opportunity to provide my



            8       comments.



            9                   MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you, David.  And thank



           10       you, all, for your comments that you have made so far,



           11       and being respectful of the time.  I'd like to call the



           12       next, invite the next five people down.  Lynn, also Lynn



           13       Clark and Mary Jane Bailey.  I'm not sure of the next



           14       name, it looks like Ken Putnam, and Kathy Sherman.



           15                   MS. GONYEA:  My name is Lynn Gonyea, and I



           16       live in Pascoag.  I grew up in Burrillville all my life.



           17       What I'm going to talk about is basically, I'm going to



           18       read stuff from the Department of Health, and --



           19                   UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Can't hear you.



           20                   MS. GONYEA:  I'm going to read some stuff



           21       from the Department of Health.  My husband runs the



           22       drinking water plant for Zambarano which Wallum Lake is



           23       the sole water supply for the hospital, the drinking



           24       water supply, and there's a whole area there that's



           25       supposed to be under protection for this water, which
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            1       includes the whole of Wallum Lake, and it circles down



            2       right down past Buck Hill, right where this is going to



            3       be built.  It's supposed to be in a protective area for



            4       the drinking water.  And I also have from the Department



            5       of Health, it was, to assess the threat to the Eleanor



            6       Slater Hospital, Zambarano Unit water supply sources the



            7       assessment, considers the intensity, development, the



            8       presence of business and facilities that use storage and



            9       generate potential contaminants.  How easily contaminants



           10       may move through the soils of the water protection area



           11       and the sampling history of the water, and it's already



           12       at moderate risk for contamination, and they're supposed



           13       to be looking out for any other areas that would put out



           14       contaminations, and that's supposed to be covered by the



           15       Department of Health.  So, I think we should just, we



           16       should try at least to save that water supply.  It's



           17       where they're going to put the power plant, in a



           18       protected area.  Thank you.



           19                   MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you.



           20                   MS. CLARK:  Hello.  My name is Lynn Clark.



           21       Thank you for hearing us today.  I have lived in



           22       Burrillville all of my life and have owned a house on



           23       Wallum Lake Road since 1992.  In your draft advisory



           24       opinion it is stated that residents are already being



           25       impacted by the noise of the Algonquin Compressor
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            1       Station, which we are.  The compressor station was not an



            2       issue until recent upgrades and expansions.  In fact,



            3       they are in the process of trying to get FERC to approve



            4       another expansion.  The addition of Invenergy's fracked



            5       gas diesel burning power plant will expand the noise



            6       range as well as the dBAs.  These power companies are



            7       converting our rural, natural habitat into an industrial



            8       power plant dump.  We listened to the experts try to



            9       convince us that Invenergy will do their best to stay



           10       below the ordinance, even though they admit that they've



           11       never ever seen or heard it be done before.  There will



           12       be a three-year construction phase that will absolutely



           13       disrupt our lives as well as all of the wildlife in the



           14       area.  Then, once in operation, we will have to endure



           15       the added noise annoyance of this power plant along with



           16       the compressor station.  In addition, the startup and



           17       shut down operations will totally exceed all dBA



           18       ordinances with explosive noises from the turbines as



           19       they heat and cool primarily at five a.m. and 11 p.m.,



           20       lasting as long as an hour and a half.  There are many



           21       discrepancies in Invenergy's application on noise.  Your



           22       advisory that recommends Invenergy, if it's built, to



           23       work with Algonquin to minimize impacts on us is just not



           24       strong enough.  Who will hold them accountable?  Will



           25       they get shut down if they can't hold true to their
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            1       promises?  No.  They'll pay the fine and carry on as we



            2       deal with having our quality of life and our health being



            3       impacted.



            4            Water is another major issue for us.  Our entire



            5       town depends on groundwater and our aquifer.  No one can



            6       predict water shortages, and our lives depend on water.



            7       Our water sources need to be protected.  If Invenergy



            8       builds their power plant, there will not be enough water



            9       for growth in Burrillville.  Again, there are



           10       discrepancies in their calculations in the application.



           11       They did not consider the growth of the surrounding



           12       communities that also depend on the Clear River Sub



           13       Basin.  There are already housing developments, upwards



           14       of 75 homes, being built in Pascoag alone.  We cannot



           15       risk the availability of clean potable water for



           16       industrialization.  If Clear River becomes tainted, it



           17       will go right down to the Branch River and then into the



           18       Blackstone River and onto the bay.  It's not only the



           19       health of Burrillville at risk, it could impact our whole



           20       state.



           21            As far as air quality and pollution goes, just the



           22       fact that Invenergy requires a permit as a major source



           23       of pollution tells you the power plant does not belong in



           24       our state forests.  This is an area that is known for



           25       clean air, nature, and outdoor recreation.  There are
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            1       state and local campgrounds, as well as state parks, and



            2       waterways.  This power plant will destroy this



            3       environment forever and cost the region a great deal more



            4       than the loss of outdoor recreation, such as fishing,



            5       hiking, and camping in the area.  In essence, it will



            6       destroy the nature of the rural northwest corner of Rhode



            7       Island.  How can we live with that?  This will absolutely



            8       result in adverse health impacts to our region and make



            9       it impossible for Rhode Island to meet the requirements



           10       for the Resilient Rhode Island Act of 2014.  Also, more



           11       data is coming out every day about the pollution from



           12       methane that is escaping along the gas line.  If we add



           13       the Algonquin pipeline and the compressor station with



           14       Invenergy's air pollution, we have set ourselves up for



           15       health hazards.  The Algonquin Compressor Station already



           16       performs periodic pressurized gas blow-offs that goes



           17       into our air.  In addition, we have Ocean State Power



           18       within a five-mile radius.  This region already has a



           19       high rate of cancer.  Please consider all of the risks in



           20       your advisory to the EFSB.



           21            I am a volunteer with the American Cancer Society.



           22       I plan Relay For Life every year in our community.  We



           23       raise $30,000-40,000 each year to fight cancer.  This is



           24       because we have all been impacted by this disease in some



           25       way.  We don't need another power plant to come into town
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            1       to risk our health anymore.



            2            Another major concern is what happens if Invenergy



            3       has to run on diesel oil due to lack of natural gas?



            4       They claim to only need to burn oil 60 days per year in



            5       the winter, but what if there is a disruption of natural



            6       gas in the summer months?  They will need three times the



            7       amount of water to cool the plant, and we will have



            8       diesel oil trucks on our roads constantly with added



            9       emissions to the increased emissions.



           10            Wallum Lake Road is a very hazardous road to travel.



           11       There are major accidents on the corner that my house



           12       sits on quite often.  People drive on this road and



           13       misjudge the corners.  I watch my rearview mirror and



           14       hold my breath now when turning into my driveway.  How



           15       will a tractor-trailer truck loaded with hazardous fuels



           16       manage these situations?  If a truck loses its load on my



           17       corner, they will land right into the Wilson's Reservoir.



           18       As fas as a hazmat response team, we have a volunteer



           19       fire department and our closest hazmat response comes



           20       from Providence, which is 40 minutes away.



           21            As you stated in your draft advisory, climate



           22       changes need to be considered, and it is imperative that



           23       we examine alternative energy resources.  The people of



           24       Burrillville should not be dumped on by the natural gas



           25       energy companies anymore.  We have done more than our
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            1       part in electric generation.  The energy produced by this



            2       fracked gas power plant is surplus energy, and it will be



            3       of no benefit to us.  Thank you.



            4                   MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you, ma'am.  Mary



            5       Jane.



            6                   MS. BAILEY:  Mary Jane Bailey.  This is not



            7       part of my testimony I had planned on saying, but because



            8       one of the gentlemen already mentioned the ammonia, I'm



            9       the principal of a small private school on Route 100, and



           10       where my school is located it's an accident-prone area.



           11       We've even had our power shut off during the day so a



           12       telephone pole could be replaced.  If you went by our



           13       property you will see a tree that's half dead and skewed



           14       from being hit.  There is accidents there often.  Our



           15       children are outside as much as three times a day.  If



           16       there was ever an accident there with an ammonia truck,



           17       I'd have dead children.  All right.  So I would just like



           18       to mention that, since it was already brought up, but I



           19       have a packet that I'm going to leave you, and it has



           20       Invenergy's application listing the pollutants that this



           21       proposed power plant will spew into the air should it be



           22       built, and attached to this list there are several



           23       articles from groups like the EPA, the World Health



           24       Organization, and the American Cancer Society, stating



           25       the negative effects of these pollutants such as cancer,
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            1       acid rain, and climate change.  To facilitate your



            2       reading of this packet, I have color-coded a number of



            3       the chemicals that will be admitted as follows.  There is



            4       a red dot that indicates a carcinogen also found in



            5       cigarette smoke, a blue check mark indicates a substance



            6       causing acid rain, a yellow square indicates a volatile



            7       organic compound, and a black X indicates poisonous



            8       carbon monoxide.  I have an asterisk that indicates the



            9       amount of carbon dioxide that will be spewed into the



           10       air.  Now, because I choose not to smoke, I also don't



           11       want to be breathing the same carcinogens that are found



           12       in cigarette smoke on a 24/7 basis.  Nor do I want my



           13       family, including my grandchildren, who live only a half



           14       mile away from the proposed plant, breathing these toxic



           15       substances.  Even cigarette smokers cannot smoke 24/7.



           16            There have been voluminous discussions in the past



           17       several years about climate change.  A major player, if



           18       not the prime culprit in this role, is carbon dioxide.



           19       Invenergy will be putting 3.6 tons, excuse me, million



           20       tons, CO2 into the air per year.  That's approximately



           21       10,000 tons per day.



           22            Volatile Organic Compounds can cause eye, nose, and



           23       throat irritation, headaches, damage to liver, kidney and



           24       central nervous systems, and cancer.



           25            Nitrous Oxides and sulphur dioxides can cause

�

                                                                          26







            1       respiratory diseases like asthma or chronic bronchitis,



            2       ground level ozone and acid rain.  It can also be



            3       extremely harmful to forests and damages lakes and



            4       streams.  This problem can become much worse during heavy



            5       downpours of rain or when snow begins to melt in the



            6       spring.  With ten to 12 bodies of water and



            7       interconnecting streams in Pascoag alone, this is the



            8       Town of Burrillville, Pascoag is just one of the villages



            9       in it, many of them are used for swimming and fishing,



           10       why would anyone want to the put them and those who use



           11       them this danger, and it's also be mentioned, I didn't



           12       put them in here, how we do have state parks and Boy



           13       Scout camps, other things like that in the same area that



           14       would be affected.



           15            There are other health issues that could be



           16       associated with the building of this plant, but with only



           17       those that I have mentioned here, I ask you to please not



           18       recommend the building of this plant to the Energy



           19       Facility Siting Board, and as I said in this packet are



           20       all of the articles from, you know, major health



           21       organizations that I have mentioned, so that it's all



           22       documented in there.  Thank you.



           23                   MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you.  You can leave of



           24       the packet up here.  Ken?



           25                   MR. PUTNAM:  My name is Kenneth W. Putnam,
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            1       Jr.  I live on Wallum Lake Road, 500.  My dad lived right



            2       side of me at 510.  I just want to bring a little bit of



            3       common sense, and I also want to thank all of these



            4       people that have talked already tonight, how brilliant



            5       and smart they are.  I'm telling you, this here hearing



            6       is all about people, to save peoples' lives, and that's



            7       what I want to talk a little bit about.



            8            My father lived till 98 years old on that Wallum



            9       Lake Road, and you know what he died from?  He died from



           10       a broken heart, because his wife died two months earlier.



           11       I want to die with a broken heart.  I don't want to die



           12       from all of these pollutions that's in the air that's



           13       going to go around.  Fifty-two pollutants in the air



           14       travelling 31 miles.  Already they're talking about



           15       Pascoag Reservoir, do not eat the fish there, Bowdish



           16       Pond, they eliminated the fish, you can't catch them.



           17       They don't even want you to catch the fish, and there is



           18       another pond closer to Woonsocket, and I can't remember



           19       what that is, but I want to bring that up, because that's



           20       pollution, and what is this, this is more pollution.  So,



           21       it's constantly coming at us.  We have to stand up for



           22       each other and protect our lives.  This is what it is all



           23       about, people, people, not big organizations.  Big



           24       organizations can go on somewhere else and move somewhere



           25       else.  They can lose money here, lose money there.  As
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            1       long as they're losing money, they're not losing health.



            2       We are going to lose our health here if this plant does



            3       go in, and it's going to kill all of the animals up there



            4       as well.  If they kill the animals, what's going to



            5       happen, they're going to come down in the ponds, lakes,



            6       streams and pollute also.  So it's one thing after the



            7       other.



            8            I just want to leave this message here that this



            9       lady said about brains.  This is mind boggling, and this



           10       is true.  This is real reality, this is.  So I'm going to



           11       leave you this here, and I want to cut my time short and



           12       let somebody else that's a lot smarter than me talk.



           13       Okay.



           14                   MR. MODERATOR:  Thanks, Ken.



           15                   MS. SHERMAN:  Good evening.  My name is



           16       Kathy Sherman.  I live at 1035 Wallum Lake Road.  I live



           17       directly across the street from the proposed Clear River



           18       Energy Center, and the existing Algonquin Gas



           19       Transmission Company.  I have lived there for 27 years.



           20       I live there with my husband, who is a 100 percent



           21       disabled Vietnam veteran.  I want to thank the Department



           22       of Health for providing us with your draft advisory



           23       opinion before tonight's meeting, so we could have an



           24       opportunity to review it, digest it, and comment on it.



           25       I think the report is good in a lot of areas.  I think
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            1       the recommendations could be made somewhat stronger.  I'm



            2       going to focus my comments tonight on the noise.  I live



            3       with the noise every day.  The noise is disruptive



            4       already from the Algonquin Gas Company.  As your report



            5       clearly identifies, the gas company well exceeds the



            6       recommended 55 dBA from the EPA.  The Town of



            7       Burrillville has submitted a letter to FERC, the Federal



            8       Energy Regulatory Commission, outlining some of the



            9       concerns that the Town is already dealing with as it



           10       pertains to Algonquin.  The thought of siting a power



           11       plant on that same location to cause more disruption,



           12       harm, environmental impact, and health impact for the



           13       residents of Burrillville is unfathomable to me.



           14            As a one hundred percent disabled veteran my husband



           15       is home.  He's there everyday, and he has to put up with



           16       that noise in the vibration from the existing power



           17       plant.  Your report touches upon some of the



           18       inconsistencies, inaccuracies, and straight out



           19       misrepresentations that Invenergy has submitted in their



           20       application.  I'm here to tell you what the truth is.



           21       The truth is there is no way, according to the experts,



           22       that they can keep their noise levels to the 43 dBA as



           23       required in the town ordinance.  They also said that they



           24       will comply with whatever the EFSB says is the required



           25       noise level that they have to, but the experts have said
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            1       they're a little leery about that.  They're not so sure



            2       how that can happen, and yet we are told, even though



            3       your report accurately identifies it would take



            4       extraordinary measures unknown to the industry, they



            5       found a valve.  Somewhere there is a valve out there



            6       that's going to keep the noise from their transmission



            7       from their power plant to a level that's acceptable.  I



            8       don't know how foolish people think Burrillville



            9       residents are, but we're not.  We are well-educated, and



           10       we have done our research.  The noise levels that will be



           11       emitting from the power plant will be disruptive, and



           12       what will happen if we just believe Invenergy with their



           13       false claims.  Oh, they will pay fines.  They've been



           14       clear about that.  They will pay the fine to the town,



           15       and perhaps they will be fined because of the noise, but



           16       we, the residents of Burrillville, will have to live or



           17       die with the outcome.  It is just too big of a risk.  We



           18       cannot accept their words.  They have not been a truthful



           19       forthcoming applicant.  They have not been a truthful



           20       forthcoming responder to data requests.  They surely will



           21       not be a good neighbor.  They do not care about us.



           22            Several of my neighbors and I know, firsthand, how



           23       we have met with Mr. Niland, we shook his hand, and he



           24       has assured us that he would take care of us.  There is



           25       another neighbor and I who have hired an attorney to
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            1       participate in the process, we are considered



            2       interveners.  Invenergy doesn't want to hear it from us.



            3       They can care less about us.  They don't care about the



            4       residents of Burrillville.  See, when we see green, we



            5       see the forest.  We see the trees.  We see the grass.



            6       When they see green, they see money.



            7            Your report also identifies how the nighttime noise



            8       levels are of critical importance of undisturbed sleep.



            9       I can tell you that since April of 2015 my husband and I



           10       have been communicating with Algonquin regarding their



           11       disruptive noise in the middle of the night.  I have



           12       e-mails at 11:00, 12:00, 2:00 in the morning to Dave



           13       Preston, I believe he's the public relations officer for,



           14       and an attorney for Algonquin.  In addition to the



           15       Invenergy attorney that my husband and I have had to hire



           16       to represent us in front of the Energy Facility Siting



           17       Board, we have also hired an attorney who represents us



           18       at Algonquin.  We are not kidding.  The noise is



           19       unacceptable.  The vibration is unacceptable.  So, this



           20       undisturbed sleep is a reality for us.  We don't sleep



           21       when Algonquin is loud.



           22            My husband's disability is a result of his exposure



           23       to Agent Orange while in Vietnam.  He also has had a



           24       massive heart attack, has a defibrillator, and a



           25       pacemaker.  As your report indicates noise can be a
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            1       contributing factor.  I ask that your recommendations



            2       with regard to the noise be made much stronger, at a bare



            3       minimum, and let me be clear, I do not want to see this



            4       facility sited in Burrillville, but we don't have a



            5       choice, and neither do you, it's only your advisory



            6       opinion, but my request is that your advisory opinion be



            7       much more strongly worded in that your recommendation is



            8       that you require the Energy Facility Siting Board, you



            9       require Invenergy to buy out anyone in the vicinity, and



           10       if, you know, there seems to be a little dispute about



           11       what an abutter is.  Let's go with the 2.5-mile-radius



           12       blast that Invenergy, what will happen to that town



           13       should a catastrophic event happen in that area.



           14            Your report also mentions that the Clear River



           15       Energy Center noise report doesn't take into



           16       consideration the LDN.  Isn't that coincidental?  The



           17       environmental impact statement for Algonquin does, and



           18       for those of you who don't know, the LDN is the day and



           19       nighttime noise level combined.  So as a person who lives



           20       in noise sensitivity area number one, if you're looking



           21       at the Algonquin environmental impact statement, or area



           22       M1, if it's the Clear River, directly across the street,



           23       I ask you for your support in helping those of us who



           24       live in that area, and although I'm sure you know it, the



           25       Department of Health's mission statement is to protect,
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            1       to prevent disease, and to protect and promote the health



            2       and safety of the people of Rhode Island.  That's exactly



            3       what we are asking you to do.  I'd like to give you have



            4       a copy of a letter that the Town submitted to FERC, a



            5       copy of a letter my attorney John Boehnert sent FERC, and



            6       the copy of the letter my husband and I sent to FERC



            7       about the experience we've had.  Thank you.



            8                   MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you, Kathy.  I invite



            9       the next five speakers, come down.  Sally Mendzela, Paul



           10       Roselli, Irene Watson, Jen Bailey and Eva Roselli.



           11                   MS. MENDZELA:  My name is Sally Mendzela.  I



           12       will spell it for you, M-E-N-D-Z-E-L-A.  Okay.  I read



           13       the Department of Health draft, and it's an interesting



           14       combination of highly-technical information and sort of



           15       oatmealy non-opinion-making nothing.  So, my comment, and



           16       I understand it is a difficult process.  You have all of



           17       the different departments, all the different issues that



           18       people have to respond to, I get that.  But what I have



           19       done is in the areas where I had a specific question, I'm



           20       not anticipating an answer, it's just a consideration for



           21       you as you go into your final document that you will have



           22       documentation that there are certain questions that you



           23       have not taken into consideration with the answers that



           24       you have provided so far.



           25            In terms of the noise, a quote that you had in the
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            1       draft says, there is a substantial variation among people



            2       and sound perception.  Now, that being true we can assume



            3       that anyone reporting an issue with noise that is



            4       negative is actually reporting what they determine that



            5       they are hearing, and this could be for a variety of



            6       reasons.  It could be, the variance could be due to



            7       neurological anomalies ranging from cultural differences



            8       as well as the tolerance to noises within their own



            9       homes.  So it's highly subjective.  Regardless of how



           10       many charts you have in the appendices, it remains



           11       subjective.  There is no way that you can say,



           12       definitively, that someone is having a legitimate noise



           13       complaint or not.



           14            My recommendation is that you might want to



           15       recommend to Invenergy that they pipe in music over the



           16       town to mask the noises.  This could be done by



           17       referendum so everyone's taste can be taken into account



           18       on a rotating schedule.



           19            In the water area, in your summary the first



           20       sentence in paragraph two has to do with the MTBE, and my



           21       question is what does the phrase regarding withdrawals of



           22       MTBE, what does the phrase not a concern at this time



           23       mean?  Does that mean that things have to go horribly



           24       wrong before you would have a different opinion?  I would



           25       have the expectation that how water would supposedly be
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            1       cleansed of the MTBE would be significant to your



            2       opinion.  Has it been done before?  My understanding from



            3       what Invenergy has told us in the past is a particular



            4       type of cleansing, and re-releasing into the water has



            5       not been done before.  I have also been told by people



            6       that the carbon cleansing is, in fact, inadequate, and



            7       that they should be looking at something like nitrogen



            8       flushing, which is done in the Netherlands, supposedly.



            9       Also, what will happen with the dirty water?  Is it going



           10       to be released into the Clear River?  And, if so, that's



           11       something that you need to respond to.  You need to have



           12       an understanding.  If that gets into the aquifer, and if



           13       it's not properly cleansed, and if something else happens



           14       to it during this process where it's used for cooling,



           15       what are the health ramifications?  There is nothing in



           16       your draft about this.



           17            Ammonia, so 40,000 gallons of ammonia stored.  How



           18       often will tankers be delivering their payload?  There is



           19       reference to that, and who is responsible for leaks or



           20       explosions of tankers that are offsite?  There is mention



           21       of the fact that the peril is within so many feet of the



           22       boundaries of Invenergy.  My question is, if it's coming



           23       into the plant and something goes wrong what are the



           24       dangers to the people living in the area, and who is



           25       responsible for taking care of that?
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            1            Hydrogen, is there a hydrogen control system backup



            2       in the compressed hydrogen storage?  What's the



            3       worst-possible scenario?  You don't have anything about



            4       that in the draft.  It would seem to me that you should



            5       be looking at what is the backup, and how does the vent



            6       system work, which is referenced in the hydrogen pressure



            7       release system?  How is it released?  Where does it go?



            8       You just mention that there is a vent system.  I'm kind



            9       of curious about that, as I'm sure we all are.  And in



           10       terms of climate change, it seemed to me as if the



           11       statement that you have about that was done by committee,



           12       because it doesn't say much.  It's very, it's sort of,



           13       like, why equivocally.  You're not being asked to render



           14       an enforcement policy.  You're simply being asked for



           15       your opinion, and so what possible healthy outcomes could



           16       we expect from a plant that burns fossil fuels?  Why



           17       can't you just come out and say that there is no possible



           18       benefit to the people in the area or the entire state or



           19       the region from burning fossil fuels?  Thank you.



           20                   MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you.  Paul.



           21                   MR. ROSELLI:  Thank you.  Thank you to you



           22       and other members of the Department of Health for coming



           23       tonight.  My name is Paul Roselli.  I'm going to be



           24       speaking tonight on behalf of the Burrillville Land



           25       Trust.  We are a private land trust in the Town of
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            1       Burrillville.  We are a nonprofit land trust, but



            2       actually before I tell you a little bit about that and



            3       that organization and some of our comments, I'm going to



            4       tell you a little bit about me.  I have a Bachelor of



            5       Science in Plant and Soil Science.  I have a Master of



            6       Arts in Education, and 40 years after I got my Master of



            7       Arts in Education, I'm back in school again.  I'm in



            8       Bryant University in the Master of Science Program in



            9       Global Environmental Studies.  A lot of policy.  Thank



           10       you.  One of my first classes was in toxicology, and I



           11       have to tell you without laughing too loudly, that I got



           12       a 40 on my first exam in toxicology.  My second exam I



           13       got a 60.  I ended up getting an A minus in the class.



           14       I'm in no way an expert, but what I'm learning in that



           15       class in policy is that along with the passion for



           16       learning, there is a compassion in my scientific studies.



           17       The compassion sometimes has to outweigh, the scientific



           18       methodology that's used.  The compassion has to take



           19       precedence over the numbers.  What I'm recommending, and



           20       the Land Trust is recommending to the Department of



           21       Health in their preliminary draft advisory opinion is to



           22       use some of that compassion to look at what has already



           23       taken place in the Town of Burrillville.  In the MTBE



           24       issues, I want you to come out and do a quantitative and



           25       qualitative analysis, a study about the harmful impacts
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            1       of MTBE all the way from 1990.  It's not that difficult.



            2       Do a door-to-door assessment of what has happened since



            3       the 1990s and compare it with what else has happened in



            4       the state, local, regional, and national MTBE cases.



            5       It's an easy lift.  Along with that I want you to look at



            6       what I looked at when I looked at scientific studies.



            7       All scientific studies get changed.  The numbers get



            8       changed.  Toxicology was a passion for a semester.  What



            9       I learned from that is that the numbers of long ago don't



           10       apply today.  The numbers 20 years from now won't apply



           11       now.  A good example of that is childhood lead poisoning.



           12       Twenty years ago used to be 15 micrograms per deciliter



           13       of blood.  Today, as anybody in the Department of Health



           14       will tell you, it is now down five micrograms per



           15       deciliter of blood.  There is talk at the EPA and WHO of



           16       reducing that number, and you know as well as I do that



           17       after you get to five, the only place you can go is zero.



           18       Those are the numbers you should be dealing with.  I



           19       would suggest that you look at a 20-year review on both



           20       sides of today's guidelines for assessing health risk



           21       for, health risks for proposed air pollution sources.



           22       Look at a 20 year, look at the standard twenty years ago,



           23       look at today's, predict, look at the numbers, the



           24       difference, is it a threefold, fivefold, tenfold



           25       increase, decrease, rather.  Look at 20 years from now,
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            1       and it's important to look at that 20-year horizon



            2       because a power plant of this nature won't change their



            3       turbines in 20 years.  The life expectancy of this power



            4       plant is 40 years.  Forty years from now what will the



            5       standards be, 20 years from now, five years from now,



            6       what will the standards be, and where should our numbers



            7       be even before the plant is switched on and put in



            8       operation?



            9            In your draft advisory there are a number of areas



           10       that need further study, and I would strongly suggest you



           11       do that further study wherever it's suggested that



           12       further study needs to be conducted more research needs



           13       to be adhered to.  Do the research.  Do the studies.  If



           14       you do a study on the Resilient Rhode Island Act and air



           15       quality, right now in Rhode Island you will find that we



           16       actually meet the Resilient Rhode Island Act.  We meet



           17       the tenets of those reductions.  This one power plant, if



           18       you want to look at, well, how will this one power plant



           19       impact the air emissions of the State of Rhode Island as



           20       a whole?  This one power plant will increase by 30



           21       percent over today's emissions.



           22            There are other areas that we should look at.  I



           23       have written down some of those areas and will submit a



           24       paper both in written form and e-mail form to the



           25       Department of Health, but what I'd like to leave you with
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            1       is this thought that the actions that we take today,



            2       whether it be writing an advisory opinion, coming up with



            3       research studies, only pertain to today.  We can look at



            4       with ease, with ease, of what a predictive model would



            5       look like, three, five, ten years down the road.  To me,



            6       that's what I'm learning in my courses at Bryant



            7       University, how to look into the future and say what will



            8       be the impact of this power plant over the next five



            9       years, ten years.



           10            That's the compassion, and that compassion is what I



           11       expect from our Department of Health.  Thank you so much.



           12                   MR. MODERATOR:  Irene.



           13                   MS. WATSON:  Sorry.  I didn't know I was



           14       next.  My name is Irene Watson.  I'm a nurse



           15       practitioner.  I'm here to discuss some of the concerns I



           16       have regarding the proposed plant and the Department of



           17       Health advisory draft letter.  I'm sorry to say that



           18       other than the noise impact I feel that the other health



           19       impacts have been gravely underestimated.  The noise I do



           20       agree with, and I do think that the recommendations for



           21       the purchase of properties subject to noise levels that



           22       cause serious annoyance and also disruption are in order.



           23       As far as electromagnetic fields, I think that point is



           24       kind of moot, because we already have them there, so



           25       there is nothing we can do about that.  The drinking
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            1       water, I do not agree that the MTBE containment wells are



            2       not a health concern at the time.  We do have a law.



            3       You're probably familiar with that, and it's been



            4       determined that the Pascoag well cannot be used as a



            5       water supply.  I must state it does not say that it



            6       cannot be a potable water supply.  It says it cannot be a



            7       water supply.  We know that there is an inability to



            8       remove 100 percent of the (inaudible) from wells, and we



            9       know that the return to wastewater treatment will be



           10       concentrated after the process at the plant.  Although



           11       Invenergy agrees that the water will be improved and have



           12       quoted Santa Monica contaminated wells proves this can be



           13       done.  I would like to remind you that this took 14 years



           14       to accomplish and took over 165 million dollars to



           15       operate and make that plant.  I doubt, I'm not sure, but



           16       I doubt that Invenergy has that sort of treatment and



           17       support for Burrillville.  It's interesting that



           18       Invenergy has asked Harrisville to use their water supply



           19       now which will further deplete the aquifer, that's a



           20       meeting later on tonight, and deplete our aquifer more,



           21       which we are already in a state of a drought this year.



           22       We know that water is essential to life, and we know that



           23       the ISO has shown us that the electric plant is not



           24       essential to life at this time.



           25            Air pollution and specifically asthma is one of my
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            1       concerns.  I'm most worried as one of my colleagues



            2       Kathleen pointed out about the particulate matter, and



            3       the Department of Health summarizes that the air quality



            4       does not exceed the national air quality standards, and



            5       the cumulative impact would not result in adverse health



            6       effects.  I believe, as Kathleen does, that we are just



            7       on the edge of discovering the effects of small



            8       particulate matter.  It is something that will be quite



            9       important in the future.  It has now been linked to



           10       inflammation throughout the body, leading to



           11       cardiovascular disease, and it has been written that the



           12       small increases in particulate matter of 2.5 which is now



           13       considered below the NPA limits, raise mortality or cause



           14       of people over 65, and that data was gleaned from New



           15       England from Harvard, Dr. Schwartz, from Harvard



           16       Environmental Academia Biological Department by Medicare



           17       and zip codes in New England.  I also at the time of



           18       information would like to tell you a little bit about the



           19       research that I have found on this, that it has, studies



           20       have shown that the exposure and the development of



           21       arteriosclerosis disease is caused by systemic



           22       inflammation, and human studies have shown that effects



           23       appear to be mediated by inflammatory cytokines, and



           24       elevations in C-reactive protein.  Also, acute exposure



           25       of particulate matter causes changes in the coagulation
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            1       and platelet activation, which provides a more proximal



            2       link between particulate matter and coronary artery



            3       disease.  So we know that C-reactive protein increases



            4       and also coagulation malformations cause it.  There is



            5       also considered rapid thrombosis formation due to it.



            6            As far as the pulmonary part of it, that's of a



            7       particular concern to me.  I know that people in the



            8       audience here know that I, myself, have asthma but mine



            9       is, I guess, not as major of a concern as it is to



           10       children.  Children are much more susceptible to



           11       particulate matter, and I happen to have a grandson who



           12       has asthma who will be living about 1500 feet from the



           13       proposed power plant, and he also has a condition called



           14       central congenital hyperventilation syndrome.  One of two



           15       people in the State of Rhode Island who does have it, and



           16       about 600 people in the world who have it.  He has a



           17       diaphragmatic pacemaker, so air quality is of most



           18       concern to him.  So when people deliberately say if one



           19       person will be injured, I can tell you one person will be



           20       injured I know of, and that will be my grandson.



           21            As far as the pulmonary concerns, it says that



           22       children who have been found to move from areas of higher



           23       to lower particulate matter concentration had increased



           24       growth in their lung function, and those who move from



           25       areas of lower to higher concentration had decreased
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            1       growth in lung function.  Even children with better lung



            2       function were susceptible to new onset asthma when



            3       exposed to higher levels of particulate matter.



            4            The other concern regarding particular matter is one



            5       that we don't always think about, but you know, we always



            6       wonder, the March of Dimes and premature birth, well, the



            7       World Health Organization estimates that particulate



            8       matter air pollution contributes to approximately 800,000



            9       premature deaths each year, ranking it the thirteenth



           10       leading cause of mortality worldwide, however, many



           11       studies show that the relationship is deeper and far more



           12       complicated than originally thought.  Particulate matter



           13       is a portion of the air pollution that is made up of



           14       extremely small particles and liquid droplets containing



           15       acid organic chemicals, metal, and solid or dust



           16       particles, which, actually are able to go deeper into



           17       your lungs.  So, it has been found to raise premature



           18       births.



           19            And you have also stated within your advisory



           20       opinion on page 16 that you admit it's not possible to



           21       predict asthma-related impact specifically to the



           22       proposed facility, and I believe that there is some



           23       evidence that shows that we could be stronger on that



           24       opinion, that we could say that it will affect asthma.



           25            As far as our emergency response and prevention, I
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            1       think we all can safely state here that we, as a town,



            2       are generally, as a region, are woefully unprepared for



            3       any catastrophic impact from this plant, and I believe



            4       that's enough said on that issue.



            5            Climate change and (inaudible) does not help Rhode



            6       Island meet the Rhode Island Resilient Act and will not



            7       help us become fossil fuel independent.  We know natural



            8       gas is worse than coal even if only three percent leaks



            9       through the lifecycle of the plant.  Before the Aliso



           10       Canyon disaster in Los Angeles, the Uintah basin,



           11       National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration found a



           12       six to 12 percent leakage rates for natural gas and found



           13       a 17 percent loss in the Los Angeles basin.  So they're



           14       losing 17 percent just from leaking pipes and from



           15       emissions before there was a catastrophic event.  Harvard



           16       studies have found that the US Shield (inaudible) overall



           17       had increased the global methane emissions by more than



           18       30 percent.  We cannot afford as a society to use more



           19       natural gas as a bridge to renewable energy.  This is



           20       what we have been told over and over again, that we need



           21       to use it as a bridge.  And I say it's just suicide.  And



           22       my wish is that the Department of Health will come out



           23       with a stronger stance and opposition to this plant as a



           24       line in the sand message that we as a society in Rhode



           25       Island will not tolerate fossil fuel but rather support

�

                                                                          46







            1       only renewables going forward.  We have a chance here to



            2       be a national leader that puts its citizens and its



            3       plants over money.



            4                   MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you, Irene.  Jen.



            5                   MS. BAILEY:  I'm just going to state my name



            6       quickly.  My name is Jennifer Bailey, but I also want to



            7       mention that there are two very important meetings right



            8       now, and this is one of them, being the Department of



            9       Health, but there is also the Harrisville Water



           10       Department meeting that a lot of people are stepping out



           11       and then will be coming back in after that meeting to the



           12       Department of Health, so I just wanted to make mention so



           13       you understand why people are coming in and out.  And I



           14       know that some people have signed up, like, for instance,



           15       my husband who would have been after me, but he's going



           16       to that meeting.  So when people step back in, if they



           17       could just squeeze in after they come back in in order to



           18       speak, that would be wonderful.  Thank you.



           19            So let me just start here.  Good evening, my name is



           20       Jennifer Bailey.  I'm a resident of Burrillville, Rhode



           21       Island.  I have my Master's Degree in Science, and I



           22       practice anesthesia.  I want to address some of the many



           23       health concerns with the proposal of Invenergy Power



           24       Plant in Burrillville.  Invenergy has proposed building



           25       one of the biggest power plants of its kind in New
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            1       England.  It will be less than five miles from the



            2       biggest power plant in Rhode Island.  Both power plants



            3       will reside in the small town of Burrillville.  There are



            4       many risks that outweigh the alleged benefits of this



            5       project.



            6            So let's just look quickly at the need.  In the



            7       healthcare field our providers take a Hippocratic Oath to



            8       do no harm.  So if a patient comes in for a procedure and



            9       there is no need and/or the risks outweighs the benefits



           10       we will not do the procedure.  Here ISO-NE states that we



           11       have enough power.  The press release, enclosed, and I



           12       will give you a packet, states there are sufficient



           13       resources even with the other power plants in the region



           14       coming offline.  Actually, there is a surplus.  Not only



           15       is there a surplus, but they predict a .02% overall



           16       decline each year for the overall demand of electricity



           17       in the region.



           18            If there is no need, and we know there are major



           19       health concerns, if we are following the Hippocratic



           20       Oath, the plant would not be built.



           21            There are many areas you touch upon in your advisory



           22       opinion for the Clear River Energy Center.



           23       Electromagnetic fields, noise, drinking water quality,



           24       air pollution, asthma, emergency response, prevention,



           25       climate change, and health.  For time's sake, I will
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            1       focus on a few.



            2            Let's start with electromagnetic fields, EMF.  You



            3       state that research is inconclusive with pediatric



            4       cancer.  Research in this field started in the US around



            5       1990.  There has been less than 26 years of research, and



            6       research has found very significant health impacts.  Your



            7       health report dismisses any health effects of EMF, which



            8       is not the case through the current research.  There are



            9       links between EMF causing diabetes, multiple sclerosis,



           10       attention deficit disorders, asthma, and many more.  In



           11       2006 studies support three percent of the US population



           12       having electro hypersensitivity and 35 percent having



           13       symptoms of electro hypersensitivities.  This is



           14       significant and means that people are becoming ill by



           15       high voltage lines along with cumulative effects from



           16       other forms of electricity they are exposed to on a daily



           17       basis.



           18            Light Pollution.  Next, let's talk about light



           19       pollution, and a lot of this does pertain to the noise



           20       pollution as well.  Your advisory opinion did not focus



           21       on light pollution from the plant, which is another major



           22       health effect.  The population in this area love their



           23       dark-night skies, one of the many reasons why many have



           24       moved out here to Burrillville.  There are a slew of



           25       negative impacts on human health and safety from light
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            1       pollution.  Being exposed to blue light, in particular,



            2       like that of a power plant has been linked to obesity,



            3       depression, sleeping disorders, cancer, diabetes and



            4       more.  Like most life on Earth, humans adhere to a



            5       circadian rhythm, our biological clock, a sleep-wake



            6       pattern governed by day-night cycle.  Artificial light at



            7       night can disrupt that cycle.  Our bodies produce the



            8       hormone melatonin in response to circadian rhythm.



            9       Melatonin helps keep us healthy.  It has antioxidant



           10       properties, induces sleep, boosts the immune system,



           11       lowers cholesterol, and helps the functioning of the



           12       thyroid, pancreas, ovaries, testes and adrenal glands.



           13       Nighttime exposure to artificial light, especially blue



           14       light, which is that of power plants, suppresses



           15       melatonin production.  The scientific community is



           16       studying the range and complexity of circadian disruption



           17       and the role of melatonin suppression from too much



           18       artificial light at night.  Scientists are finding an



           19       undisputed connection between sufficient sleep and good



           20       health.  On the 15th of June 2009 the American Medical



           21       Association also adopted resolutions that support the



           22       reduction of light pollution and glare.  In 2012 the



           23       American Medical Association has recognized light at



           24       night as a carcinogen and a health risk.  Ongoing



           25       research continues to probe the connection between
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            1       natural darkness and human health.



            2            Air pollution, about a month ago, there was a visual



            3       depiction of all the power plants and the proposed power



            4       plants in the area which I have enclosed, and actually,



            5       Renee came up and showed us the depiction here, which was



            6       very helpful.  That depiction, that picture that she



            7       used, does not include power plants from Providence,



            8       Johnston or the proposed power plant in Providence.  Not



            9       only do we have the health effects from air pollution



           10       from numerous other power plants in the area but we are



           11       adding one of the biggest of its kind in New England at



           12       1000 megawatts to add to the cumulative health effects.



           13            A research article looked at the association between



           14       residential proximity to the fuel-fired power plants and



           15       the hospitalization rate for respiratory diseases.  There



           16       was a high significance of respiratory illnesses and



           17       diseases that required hospitalization in the area.



           18       Unlike motor vehicles, which is another source of air



           19       pollution, fossil-fuel-fired power plants are stationary.



           20       According to Invenergy's application the CO2 alone



           21       emitted from this plant would be the equivalent to adding



           22       750,000 vehicles.  That's almost two times the amount of



           23       vehicles that we have registered in RI today and that



           24       would be in a current pristine location.  That is not



           25       taking into account any other cumulative effects from all
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            1       the other power plants in the area.  And it is not taking



            2       into account many of the other known chemicals and



            3       carcinogens emitted from the plant in pounds per million



            4       on a daily basis, which I think Mary Jane Bailey touched



            5       upon some of that.



            6            When viewing hospital data from 1993-2008, research



            7       supports a high incidence of asthma, acute respiratory



            8       infection, and COPD.  The research continues to examine



            9       air pollution exposures and associates it with increased



           10       risks of not only respiratory but cardiovascular disease,



           11       central nervous system disease, pregnancy complications,



           12       triggers for asthma attacks, higher rates of bronchitis



           13       and premature death.



           14            Water pollution, the plant is using unprecedented



           15       MTBE contaminated water, which is wells 3 and 3A which



           16       were court ordered sealed in affiliation with you, the



           17       Department of Health, in conjunction with a court order.



           18       According to the court order, this well was never to be



           19       used for a water supply.  This means a water supply for



           20       any purposes.  According to Rhode Island General Law



           21       42-98-2 the applicant, and this is EFSB law, the



           22       applicant needs to have a high quality water source.



           23       I've read documents from both DEM and the Department of



           24       Health that are referring to the water source as an



           25       industrial use.  If that's what you are considering this
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            1       water source, then it's against the law, because it is



            2       not a high quality water source.  It took Santa Monica



            3       California 10 to 12 years for their first well that was



            4       contaminated with MTBE to come back online.  They are



            5       currently still remediating other wells that were



            6       contaminated.  Experts have educated us on the proper way



            7       to remediate the wells.  They stated that we need to



            8       remediate the MTBE at the source of the contamination



            9       which is currently not near the location of wells 3 and



           10       3A.  Instead, if this plant was approved, we would be



           11       ignoring expert opinion and letting a power plant use up



           12       to 924,000 gallons a day, expelling it into our sewer



           13       system, down our rivers and up to 2/3 of it into our



           14       atmosphere.  This will have the possibility of polluting



           15       all other water sources in the area.  Realistically, this



           16       could contaminate our wells in town and we could



           17       potentially lose an entire town's water supply.  I hope



           18       you are addressing this health concern in your advisory



           19       opinion.  The world has less than one percent



           20       availability of clean drinking water in the world.  This



           21       is not a wise option, where there is no dire need of



           22       electricity in this area.  If there were a dire need,



           23       ISO-NE would state there was a need.



           24            In the end with no need and numerous health



           25       concerns, environmental impacts, et cetera, this plant
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            1       needs to be stopped.  It should not be approved, period.



            2       The application should not have been able to get beyond



            3       the application status according to EFSB law without a



            4       high quality water source.  After reviewing all the



            5       cumulative effects from existing power plants,



            6       Burrillville is already hosting the largest power plant



            7       in RI, two compressor stations, one doubling in



            8       expansion.  This is not liberty and justice at all.  It



            9       is environmental injustice and will impact our health in



           10       many ways.



           11            Please, in your advisory opinion to the EFSB, I urge



           12       you to protect the health of RI and firmly state that the



           13       health risks do not outweigh any alleged benefits.  Thank



           14       you.



           15                   MR. MODERATOR:  Eva.



           16                   MS. ROSELLI:  Yes, Eva.



           17                   MR. MODERATOR:  After Eva we'll take a quick



           18       break.



           19                   MS. ROSELLI:  A lot of things were already



           20       said, and I would not like to repeat back to back.  I



           21       want to just mention a few things.  I also started (sic)



           22       the work of Union Office of Concerned Scientists like one



           23       of the other men speaking here regarding farmer.  And



           24       there is nothing good about fracking technology.  As



           25       somebody else said we would be here dying with cancer.
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            1       We would be dying with asthma.  There would be noise



            2       which would need to interfere with our sleeping pattern,



            3       with our lives.  It's very hard to function normally



            4       under constant noise.  We would even be having



            5       earthquakes which were obviously not good for our health.



            6       I'm trying to stick with the subject of not healthy.  We



            7       would have methane gas.  We would be breathing methane



            8       gas as a normal part of what's happening with functioning



            9       of this power plant, and that's just normal function.



           10       That's not even possible accident, and a lot of accidents



           11       are happening like there was an explosion in California



           12       last year.  It took them months to be able to stop it.



           13       There were floods in Texas which flush toxic carcinogen



           14       chemicals with waters and basically there was an



           15       environmental disaster.  There is no way to stop it.  We



           16       are not prepared to stop it.  The technology is deadly,



           17       even when functioning correctly, but what I really want



           18       to talk about is what's already happening here in our



           19       community.  It's been already months, many months when we



           20       are dealing with this life threat, and a lot of people



           21       here are working very hard preparing for meetings, giving



           22       speeches.  People don't normally give speeches.  They are



           23       under enormous stress and a lot of extra work.  Let me



           24       ask, who here is not affected by stress related to the



           25       power plant, anybody?  The one person is not affected.
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            1                   (Unidentified person raises hand)



            2                   MS. ROSELLI:  No, no, everybody here is



            3       really affected, and stress, constant stress, we are



            4       talking months and months.  I don't know, I'm very



            5       grateful that you're here, but I don't know if you



            6       realize how many meetings are here last month.  I think,



            7       I don't know, it was like five different meetings.  Today



            8       there are two.  I thought I'd have a break tomorrow, no,



            9       tomorrow is another one, and it's all very stressful.



           10       Basically, I started taking panic pills, because I am not



           11       a public speaker, so what do I do to speak?  I need to do



           12       something.  You see constant stress lowers immunity.  So



           13       there is a big problem already just because of the



           14       process.  From my point of view, should be after one



           15       meeting, after recognizing what kind of technology



           16       Invenergy proposed, things should be basically stopped,



           17       because they also, they also do solar.  They do wind.



           18       Somehow they were bringing us the most toxic thing they



           19       could.  Some countries even stopped them like Germany as



           20       well as Scotland.  Scotland is not a country, but they



           21       are trying to be, they completely stopped fracking,



           22       because it is so toxic.  So we are basically dealing here



           23       for over the months with a life-threatening event,



           24       because many of us would die here, and the constant



           25       stress we are going through is making us sick.  What also
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            1       happens, because so many meetings are happening, and



            2       nobody tells us, okay, it's over, people start feeling



            3       powerless, and that's really no good.  There is something



            4       about powerlessness which leads to depression, and if



            5       people start losing their health as well as their houses,



            6       because their houses will be worthless financially,



            7       really, nobody would buy them, they can't move out, a lot



            8       of people in this kind of situation commit suicide.  So,



            9       there are also other risks of that sort which nobody had



           10       mentioned here, but that I thought I will bring it up,



           11       but there is really a problem here.



           12            So last month I was in Europe.  I was on vacation,



           13       and I had to still think about what's happening in



           14       Burrillville, and honestly speaking, I don't even own a



           15       house here, I could just move on, pick my choice and



           16       move, but this is so important.  It's not just about



           17       Burrillville.  This plant would basically put in enormous



           18       area, that the air quality, the wind would go up to 30



           19       miles around poisoning people.



           20            So I want to tell a little story, so I was in last



           21       month, like two weeks ago, I was in this amazing old salt



           22       mine from the Middle Ages, and they showed us salt kind



           23       of like shaped like this size, just a brick of salt.



           24       They said in the Middle Ages this brick of salt could buy



           25       you two villages with people, and suddenly I thought
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            1       about Burrillville, what's happening here, somebody is



            2       buying us, money for a lot of people.  Money is so



            3       important that our lives, our well-being, and we are



            4       talking about thousands of people who would lose their



            5       health.  It's like not such a value.  For a lot of



            6       people, money, it's like worshipping God in this country,



            7       which really, really worries me to the point, and I want



            8       to bring it up, it's not a pleasant subject, but I want



            9       to bring it up that even organizations which are meant to



           10       protect citizens of our country like FDA or ADD, American



           11       Academy of Pediatrics, they receive donations from big



           12       corporations, from meat companies, so this is an example



           13       of legalized bribery, which is happening in this country.



           14       Our politicians that receive money, they receive money



           15       also because of the elections, but it's really for the



           16       system here that money is more important than life, and,



           17       please, do not be that organization.  Please, hear us,



           18       because thousands of people are fighting here for their



           19       well-being, for their health, to the point of their



           20       lives.



           21                   MR. MODERATOR:  We are going to keep moving



           22       along.  I'm going to invite the next five people, and



           23       just remind you all to be respectful of the time, so we



           24       can get through everybody.  We're only halfway through



           25       right now the people who have signed up.
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            1            So the next five people, Jeremy Bailey, I believe



            2       he's not here, but he'll be back, I understand, so Denise



            3       Potvin.



            4                   UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Can I make a quick



            5       announcement about the other hearing before people go to



            6       that.  So the other hearing, just so people know, it has



            7       been moved to the Assembly Theater, just so folks know.



            8                   MR. MODERATOR:  So Denise, and then we have



            9       Cynthia and Raymond.  Is Raymond still here?  Okay.



           10       Great, and Mary, and Stephanie, I believe.  Next up is



           11       Denise.



           12                   MS. POTVIN:  My name is Denise Potvin.  I



           13       live in Harrisville, and what I want to talk about today



           14       is not all the things that everybody is talking about,



           15       not what you guys have written in your advisory opinion



           16       draft, not really anything that's made the papers.  It's



           17       an interesting thing.  I drive to work every day down



           18       Route 7, or often down Route 7, and when I do, during the



           19       summer when the Ocean State Power Plant runs out of its



           20       capacity of water that they can withdraw from the



           21       Blackstone River, I notice, and I'm sure we have all seen



           22       these flaggers in the road stopping people on 102 and



           23       letting the water tanker trucks go in to fill up the



           24       Ocean State Reservoir that they use as a backup plan,



           25       their plan B.  The problem I find as I drive down Route
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            1       7, these tanker trucks are coming out of what I believe



            2       is the Superfund site right near Colonial Kennels, and



            3       they're loading up water without any oversight, and



            4       because they're using these trucks that are hired, they



            5       are trucks that leak, and so as I'm driving, if I'm going



            6       on the northbound side coming home, half the road is



            7       soaking wet all the way from the bottom where 104 is,



            8       because some of those trucks come that way, and also when



            9       they come out of that Superfund site where it's gated,



           10       private property, no one is allowed in there except these



           11       water trucks.  I don't know where they're getting their



           12       water from, what kind of quality this water is.  It is



           13       under the radar, and these trucks drop their loads,



           14       because the trucks all rust and leak, and we're all



           15       driving behind with the spray of this water kicking up



           16       into our faces and in our intake to the air vents.



           17       Heaven forbid those poor neighbors who live along that



           18       strip of road don't know, they're out in the yard,



           19       there's people walking dogs through the water.  They



           20       think it's just water.  They don't realize that this is



           21       very likely Superfund site water, and these trucks fill



           22       up the pond, and Ocean State brings it all in and



           23       launches it up into the air with their turbines, our air,



           24       and this is stuff that the DEM finds out about.  There is



           25       people who tell on them, and they get shut down, but I
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            1       think I'm correct, they were in trouble for doing the



            2       same thing in Uxbridge, they would go steal their water.



            3       They steal water from other tributaries from the



            4       Blackstone River.  So they're not only avoiding the



            5       restrictions about how much water they can take out of



            6       the Blackstone, but they're finding creative ways,



            7       because it's like a heroin addict, they need water to



            8       survive.  It's their blood.  And if they don't have their



            9       water, they will go to any length, just like a heroin



           10       addict, to find water, even when it's not safe.



           11            So, in writing, in their application, all the things



           12       that they do, they say all these nice things about how



           13       proper they're going to be, and they have attorneys that



           14       vet it all, and don't say it that way, say it this way,



           15       and in the end that's not what they do.  They're



           16       poisoning us.  That's it.  Thank you.



           17                   MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you.  Cynthia.



           18                   MS. CROOK PICK:  I'm going to let Ray take



           19       my spot.



           20                   MR. TRINQUE:  Hi, my name is Raymond



           21       Trinque.  I read your draft, and I was so disappointed



           22       with the MTBE section that I was going to read a letter



           23       from, Mr. Ritsema did a study in 2002 but technology has



           24       let me down.  So I think that this is going to look more



           25       like my regular testimony.  First of all, you mentioned
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            1       that there were 80 people.  I counted a high watermark



            2       tonight of 147.  What's going on is there are two



            3       meetings that are pulling people in two different



            4       directions.  One is your meeting, which is extremely



            5       important.  The other is a meeting where they're going to



            6       ask the water district in town to provide drinking water



            7       to cool this plant.  It's very difficult for people.



            8       They're going in all different directions.  This is part



            9       of the shenanigans and tomfoolery that Invenergy has



           10       subjected us to.



           11            We have been in this particular room five or six



           12       times.  We overflowed it the last meeting we had with the



           13       Governor of over 600 people.  There are 606 seats here,



           14       so I don't want you to think that there is a lack of



           15       interest.  When we talk about the tension, as Mrs.



           16       Roselli said, there is tension.  We are all sitting here



           17       trying to testify, so we can go to the next meeting.  If



           18       we are at the baseball field with our kids, we are



           19       worried about whether we should be at another meeting.



           20       That is a legitimate concern.



           21            Also, Invenergy is not only getting into the



           22       skullduggery and stuff, but they've also outright lied.



           23       They've published articles in the local newspapers or



           24       local shoppers' guides that has incorrectly identified



           25       the date, times, and places of meetings.  They've
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            1       admitted on the stand that they lied on the stand in



            2       other cases.  This is a company you cannot trust.  This



            3       company is not going to treat us like Mother Nature



            4       treats us, so let's get serious about Invenergy.



            5            I live a hundred yards from 3 and 3A.  My wife and



            6       our neighbor both got brain tumors, and my wife survived



            7       and my neighbor didn't.  When I look at the woefully



            8       inadequate portion of your draft that deals with MTBE, a



            9       tear comes to my eye when I look at it.  I said, you got



           10       to be kidding.  These are the people that are going to



           11       take care us of, and this is what they've got.  This is



           12       it.  You're fighting a major, major corporate political



           13       monster, and if you are going to be of any effect, you



           14       have got to be stern, and you have got to use your



           15       knowledge and your intestinal fortitude to say what's



           16       really true, and that is that this isn't going to help



           17       anybody.  This MTBE is the same.  I'm going to put in the



           18       letter from Mr. Ritsema but the fact of the matter is he



           19       stated that in 2002 that carbon filtration was totally



           20       inadequate in order to clean the massive MTBE spill that



           21       we have.  At the time it was the largest spill in Rhode



           22       Island.  It is considered the largest spill in New



           23       England, and at one point it was considered the largest



           24       spill in the United States.  We don't have to imagine



           25       what it would be like to be poisoned.  We have been
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            1       poisoned.  We are not going to trust Invenergy to take



            2       care of us.  We would like you to help take care of us.



            3       One of the things that was mentioned was where the MTBE



            4       water is going to go, and it's going to go to the



            5       wastewater treatment plant here in Burrillville, and then



            6       it is going to go into a tributary of the Blackstone



            7       River.  It's going to go into the Clear River.  There is



            8       no sane idea of this, and the problem is, is that even



            9       using our, our polluted well 3 and 3A, that's not enough



           10       for Invenergy, they need to get our drinking water, and



           11       the other meeting that we are trying to get out to, that



           12       you see people coming and going to is a meeting that, you



           13       know, the local water board is being asked to drill wells



           14       on Invenergy's dime so that we can provide clean drinking



           15       water to cool their mega monster.  It can't be allowed.



           16       It can not be allowed.  We are not going to use our last



           17       cup of drinking water to cool this plant.  I wouldn't use



           18       my last cup of drinking water to cool St. Jude's



           19       Hospital.  The fact of the matter is it's insane.  It is



           20       insane, and by the way Invenergy is, they've got the



           21       money.  They have got, they had a paid consultant, who is



           22       now at that other meeting, representing that water



           23       district, it sounds like a conflict to me, well, maybe



           24       not, he said that we could take baths and swim in the



           25       MTBE water, we'd be perfectly healthy.  This is what
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            1       Invenergy is doing.  This is what they're saying.  This



            2       is what they're putting forth.



            3            I always say that if you lie to me once, if you lie



            4       to me twice, if you lie to me three times, you're a liar.



            5       Ladies and gentlemen, you cannot trust Invenergy to take



            6       care of our health.  That's your responsibility.  You



            7       helped us back when the MTBE spill came, we appreciate



            8       it, because we didn't end up like Flint, Michigan.  We



            9       didn't end up with years of brain damage and childhood



           10       illnesses.  We at least got on top of it.  We solved the



           11       problem.  In Mr. Ritsema's letter, he said that the



           12       battle was won when we were able to buy water from



           13       Harrisville, and that's true, that was 2002, but that



           14       battle still goes on, because we are still paying



           15       exorbitant amounts of money for water from the



           16       Harrisville Water District, because after millions of



           17       dollars and many years of well drilling, the Pascoag



           18       Water District has not been able to locate a water source



           19       that is adequate for the village of Pascoag, and now, the



           20       other meeting down the street is about finding a water



           21       source that is on the other tributary to the Clear River,



           22       which is the Branch River, which is in much worse shape,



           23       and we are now going to take clean drinking water and



           24       cool a power plant.  It's unbelievable, but bottom line,



           25       ladies and gentlemen, anybody with one of these knows
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            1       that this is not good for the health of the people here



            2       in Burrillville.  You have helped us once, help us again.



            3       Thank you.



            4                   MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you, Raymond.



            5       Cynthia?



            6                   MS. CROOK PICK:  Hi, I'm Cynthia Crook Pick.



            7       I'm from Harrisville, Rhode Island, and as you have heard



            8       from the residents of this town, it is very clear to the



            9       board, as well, that this project is not being promoted



           10       or accepted very well.  Kathy Sherman read the mission



           11       statement of the Rhode Island Department of Health.  It



           12       is your obligation to prevent disease and protect and



           13       promote the health and safety of the people of Rhode



           14       Island.  How can you factually prove this proposal from



           15       Invenergy Power Plant is not a health risk to the people



           16       of Burrillville and Rhode Island?  I don't think you can.



           17       The air quality, the exposure to pollutants, noise, the



           18       potential recontamination from MTBE tainted water.  It's



           19       ridiculous.  The air quality alone that you wrote in the



           20       report is rather dated.  It doesn't take into effect



           21       everything that is going to be happening to us.  We have



           22       two power plants here, we will be sitting in the middle



           23       of a four-and-a-half-mile radius of two massive power



           24       plants.  We have Ocean State Power, which I live one and



           25       a half miles from, and now I will have this one
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            1       four-and-a-half-miles away.



            2            I personally have respiratory issues.  I spent seven



            3       years of my life travelling back and forth to Zambarano



            4       Hospital, because I have tuberculosis.  I was diagnosed



            5       with asthma when I moved to Burrillville.  I fear that it



            6       will only get worse if this power plant is built.  It is



            7       a severe hazard to my health.  I am already using



            8       inhalers, and steroids, and quite frankly, if this goes



            9       in, I think I will, like a lot of residents, we will



           10       move, and that will create another issue for Rhode



           11       Island, because you will not have the income or the



           12       residents to pay the taxes that you need to keep the



           13       State going.



           14            I remind you that you have an obligation to protect



           15       the residents of Rhode Island and Burrillville.  You must



           16       be firm in your advisory opinion.  If this proposed



           17       facility can potentially harm one person of the State or



           18       this town you must oppose it.  And from your draft, there



           19       are many reasons why you should oppose it.  I'm going to



           20       read you one fact when I close.  Article 1 Section 2 of



           21       the Rhode Island Constitution states, the laws are for



           22       the good of the whole.  Burdens to be equally



           23       distributed.  All free governments are instituted for the



           24       protection, safety, and happiness of the people.  All



           25       laws, therefore, should be made for the good of the
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            1       whole, and the burdens of the state ought to be fairly



            2       distributed among its citizens.  Burrillville is already



            3       bearing more of the burden than any other part of the



            4       state.  That said, this plant is not a good idea.  It's



            5       not needed for Burrillville or Rhode Island.  Thank you.



            6                   MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you, Cynthia.  Mary?



            7                   MS. RYAN:  So I came in late, and I'm not



            8       really clear who's representing the Department of Health.



            9       I'm assuming it is the four of you.  You're the attorney,



           10       right?



           11                   MR. MODERATOR:  Right.



           12                   MS. RYAN:  So I'm going to address the four



           13       of you.  My name is Mary Ryan.  I live here in the Town



           14       of Burrillville in the village of Mapleville, and I am



           15       going to speak.  Some of you are familiar to me, because



           16       I think I'm probably familiar to you a little bit,



           17       farmer's market, and the (inaudible) that people are



           18       nutty about, right?  So, the four of you, can I ask,



           19       before anybody, you know, I say what I have to say, how



           20       many of you were here 16 years ago when the MTBE crisis



           21       happened, were working at the Department of Health?  So,



           22       the reason why I ask you this, if you could all look at



           23       me just for a minute, you're all, you're hearing probably



           24       some hostility, and it's probably, you know, a little



           25       unnerving, and I'm going to say this to you with all
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            1       sincerity, you're the face of some of the individuals,



            2       sadly, that we were betrayed by 16 years ago, and so a



            3       lot of the stuff that you're hearing from is fear,



            4       terror, frightening, because we lived it.  We're the data



            5       that long term EPA is going to be looking to see the



            6       diseases that happened without, sadly, I'm going to be a



            7       little graphic, and I hope that this camera can kind of



            8       like, but I had a small coffee shop in Pascoag, the



            9       Village of Pascoag, and I lost my business as a result of



           10       the water.  All summer long, there were people that came



           11       in aside from some of the health issues that I



           12       experienced with my, as well as my husband, and my



           13       children unknowingly, because it wasn't disclosed to us



           14       that the water was contaminated until the Department of



           15       Health did come in and tell us in September, but



           16       nonetheless, there were women and men that came in with



           17       severe respiratory illnesses all summer long.  They were



           18       very, very sick.  There were woman, and you know, when



           19       you're someone who has a coffee shop, they confide in you



           20       like, kind of, like, really intimately, and there was,



           21       there were woman who didn't know each other, men who



           22       didn't know each other, but would stop in and kind of



           23       talk, and you know, woman were bleeding rectally,



           24       bleeding vaginally, not in a healthy way, and it was



           25       related to the water.  There were people who came in with
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            1       severe, severe bronchitis.  There were ten of us that



            2       went to the court.  I was instrumental in filing the



            3       petition, the injunction, to shut the wells down.  So, I



            4       have firsthand knowledge of the experience and the fact



            5       of the matter is that we had found it necessary to have



            6       to go to court which was disgusting.  There were months



            7       that went by where nobody helped.  So I lost my business.



            8       I left, but I continued to pursue, because I witnessed



            9       the illnesses, and as a citizen I felt it was my



           10       responsibility.  The tip of the iceberg was there was a



           11       young little child who was six years old, and every time



           12       she literally sat on the toilet seat, the back of her



           13       legs would, and I witnessed it, they would peel off of



           14       her legs, like peeled, like literally.  It was awful, and



           15       I'm a mother, and that's what drove me to do what I did,



           16       and I was sickened by the politics.  And 16 years later I



           17       was horrified to be driving down the street and asked for



           18       a sign to say I'm going to support you in your efforts to



           19       prevent this power plant, but I was horrified when the



           20       young man told me that they were considering using this



           21       contaminated water, this MTBE filled water.  I was, like,



           22       absolutely horrified.  There is a court order that's



           23       still in effect, if you're Invenergy you were aware of



           24       this as was the Department of Health, and as I had been



           25       reading I saw that there was a letter of intent to begin
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            1       submitted by Invenergy along with the PUD.  Now, I'm



            2       going to tell you a little bit of background.  The PUD,



            3       last time, 16 years ago, was able to, you know,



            4       successfully pit state agencies against one another.  Pit



            5       families against one another, the water districts against



            6       one another, and while they just sat there.  They



            7       actually got a five million dollar settlement three years



            8       ago.  Part of that settlement was intended to clean up



            9       the water.  To my knowledge, they have never spent a



           10       penny on trying to clean up the water.  Secondly, they



           11       also, my understanding is that DEM, whatever remediation



           12       had been done was done by DEM, and the PUD, again, did



           13       not contribute anything to that effort.  So I read in



           14       here that Invenergy has this letter of intent, and in it



           15       it refers to, let me see, it refers to a, quote, consent



           16       order dated December 28, 2001 that was, that they relied



           17       on to support their decision and their determination that



           18       they were going to reactivate the wells.  I spoke with



           19       June Swallow today, because there was also to be at the



           20       request, we were able to obtain some documents that we



           21       believe were also submitted by Invenergy and PUD to the



           22       Department of Health which I'm going to read this, part



           23       of this one document is, states, approvals if required to



           24       activate well 3A, and the document here looks like it's a



           25       portion of a pamphlet of some sort, and it says, this is
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            1       really important, as a result of contamination of wells



            2       number 3A and 3, number 3, and under a consent order



            3       signed, speaking of the same consent order that they were



            4       talking about in their letter of intent, in January 15



            5       2002, PUD is prohibited from using water from wells



            6       number 3A and number 3 except, quote, for remediation of



            7       the contamination as directed by the director of health,



            8       the Department of Environmental Management, water



            9       resources, or other appropriate state officials, but in



           10       no event shall the wells be used.  Two, and Invenergy



           11       and/or PUD inserted a word that is not nor was ever



           12       intended to be there, drinking water supply.  This



           13       language that I just read to you and quoted had nothing



           14       to do with any consent order that was issued by the



           15       Department of Health.  There are two orders.  One of the



           16       orders is a consent order that was actually signed on



           17       February 7 of 2002, and that consent order was in



           18       response, it was a DOH consent order, that was in



           19       response to a directive from the Department of Health on



           20       December 28, to appear before them for the revocation of



           21       their ability to utilize well 3A for their water.  They



           22       took the language from another order, which is a Superior



           23       Court order, that Superior Court order intended, because



           24       I was there, and I have the language, and I'm happy to



           25       provide you with a copy, but I'm pretty sure that the
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            1       Rhode Island Department of Health has one already, and in



            2       that order, I was there, I was there for the decision,



            3       and the judge was very specific that he was very



            4       concerned about the flow of water and the contamination,



            5       in contaminating Harrisville's water supply or any other



            6       waterways.  Now, Invenergy and the PUD has represented



            7       that the water doesn't have to be, or it's not going to



            8       be, as matter of fact, they have highlighted this fact on



            9       their part, that the water is not going to be potable, it



           10       is not going to be clean, so don't worry about it, we're



           11       not flowing it to have anybody drink it.  We're just



           12       flowing, I think the terminology is industrial grade.



           13       Well, the industrial grade, if the acceptable level is



           14       twenty parts per billion less than or less than five,



           15       there's been instances across the test wells that have



           16       shown 55,000 parts per billion, and the order that was



           17       issued by the Superior Court is still in effect.  That



           18       didn't go away, but in Invenergy's application they



           19       submitted that their flow of water was inconformity with



           20       the consent order, again, referring to the Department of



           21       Health never disclosing to either the Department of



           22       Health, or maybe they did, but not to the EFSB in their



           23       application, not to DEM, that there was an order in



           24       effect which, by the way, they have to address, and they



           25       should have never been allowed to walk into the EFSB,
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            1       because it was based on a false pretense.  Now, when I



            2       also read the application, I saw that there were



            3       references to Pennsylvania and said why are they talking



            4       about Pennsylvania, and there was a couple of references



            5       to, not that this is not irrelevant they referred to



            6       Rhode Island as Rhode Islandia, so I'm like, what.  So,



            7       the information that they referenced about Pennsylvania



            8       seemed to be irrelevant to Rhode Island, and definitely



            9       didn't have any, there were too many references that were



           10       inconsistent.  So I went to Pennsylvania because the



           11       first thing I thought of, I said, this sounds like a



           12       cut-and-paste application, so I'm going to go to



           13       Pennsylvania and see what's going on in Invenergy.  And



           14       sure enough, Invenergy was rejected just a few months ago



           15       by, I believe it was Elizabeth County, and they were



           16       approved by another county called Jessup County, and when



           17       the residents appealed, Invenergy asked for sanctions



           18       which is pretty equivalent to a slap suit, so that's big



           19       corporate behavior, but I know you know that.  And what



           20       does this have to do with health?  These people are



           21       willing to flow contaminated water at any level, at any



           22       cost and transmit it three-and-a-half miles from the



           23       wellhead to a huge facility that's going to wipe out tons



           24       of trees, which, again, is going to impact the health and



           25       safety of a community.  The statute that EFSB has to
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            1       follow includes their decision-making, includes the



            2       reliance on how safe is this project and how it would



            3       impact on the public safety and well being of the



            4       community, and they're relying on you to do so, and I



            5       know that's probably a big burden, but they're asking



            6       you, and one of the concerns I had aside from when I read



            7       your advisory, your draft, is that I spoke with June



            8       Swallow today and June Swallow indicated that, well, you



            9       know what, the Department of Health doesn't have the



           10       jurisdiction over this matter, and she said, because it's



           11       not drinking water, it's industrial grade, so it's not a



           12       problem.  And throughout the application, and in other



           13       materials the Invenergy corporation has implied, or



           14       indicated, that they have met with the Department of



           15       Health multiple times, as well as DEM, and I know that's



           16       true, but they certainly have utilized the Department of



           17       Health, in particular, to sort of advocate that you



           18       support them.  And so as a matter of public trust, it



           19       becomes challenging, because you are the face of the same



           20       people who betrayed us 16 years ago, and I'm reaching out



           21       to you and saying I don't accuse you of anything.  I saw



           22       what happened.  I saw what the PUD did the last time, and



           23       they were able to successfully have internal arguments



           24       with state agencies, with water districts, and others,



           25       and so I implore you to pay close attention to that.  And
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            1       if you have it, to please review the application, and I'm



            2       going to provide, not tonight, but I will provide to, is



            3       it Barbara, I will provide a copy of the transcript of



            4       the decision of the court, the order of the court, a copy



            5       of the consent order that they're referring to, a copy of



            6       this document, which was provided by Invenergy with the



            7       language that's misrepresentative of what the court order



            8       said.  So, they really can't circumvent the court order



            9       at all.  And this has caused a lot of madness, a lot of



           10       costs, there is police presence here.  There's been



           11       police presence here every meeting.  The Town of



           12       Burrillville has now spent $175,000 in legal fees.



           13       They've spent more than $100,000 more than was budgeted



           14       for for consulting fees.  The State of Rhode Island has



           15       met multiple times, the Department of Health, the



           16       Department of Environmental Management, the EFSB, all of



           17       these costs, we are running around like idiots for a



           18       company from Chicago who doesn't give any concern about



           19       who we are or our health.



           20                   MR. MODERATOR:  Mary, I'm going to ask you



           21       to wrap it up, please.



           22                   MS. RYAN:  Well, I have --



           23                   MR. MODERATOR:  If you need a lot more time,



           24       you can come back after everyone else has had an



           25       opportunity to speak.
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            1                   MS. RYAN:  That's fine.  Hang on.  I just



            2       want to say something, and I respect what you're saying.



            3                   UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Harrisville just shut



            4       it down.



            5                   (APPLAUSE)



            6                   MS. SHERMAN:  The voice of the people are



            7       being heard.



            8                   MS. RYAN:  So what I'm going to do is as a



            9       courtesy, I'm going to present a letter, I'm going to



           10       present a letter to you, Barbara, and I'm going to ask



           11       you to distribute them, and I'm also going to ask you to



           12       look internally, look at what's going on, because this



           13       company is utilizing you particularly to advocate its



           14       position and for so long the State of Rhode Island is



           15       suffering for it.



           16                   MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you, Mary.  You can



           17       leave your documents right there.  Stephanie.



           18                   UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Which one?



           19                   MR. MODERATOR:  Looks like Haeley (sic).



           20                   MR. SLOMAN:  I will go.  I will go, because



           21       I'm going to be quick.  I had a whole speech prepared.



           22       My name is Stephanie Sloman.  I'm from Pascoag.  I had a



           23       whole speech prepared.  I have a 12-page report here for



           24       submission, but I notice that Invenergy is sitting over



           25       there, and I refuse to speak and read my speech in front
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            1       of these people.  I don't think they should even be here,



            2       frankly.  We are doing everybody's job.  We are doing all



            3       the research.  We submit the reports.  We are giving



            4       Invenergy ideas.  Oh, that's right, we made a mistake,



            5       quick, let's do a supplement.  I'm tired of it.  So, this



            6       is my report.  Thank you, Invenergy.  Thank you very



            7       much.  Here's my report.  This is my speech.



            8                   MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you, Stephanie.  And



            9       is there another Stephanie present?



           10                   MS. HARDY:  So I don't have anything really



           11       prepared to say.  What did you say his name was, again?



           12       This guy, sir, what was your name again?



           13                   MR. MODERATOR:  Stephen Morris.



           14                   MR. HARDY:  And you work for the Department



           15       of Health?



           16                   MR. MODERATOR:  Yes, my name is Stephen



           17       Morris, and I work with the Department of Health,



           18       correct.



           19                   MR. HARDY:  You're a rep for them?



           20                   MR. MODERATOR:  No, I work for the



           21       Department of Health.  Did you have some comments?



           22                   MR. HARDY:  I just wanted to see who I was



           23       talking to.  I don't feel like I have to be up here and



           24       comment.  This is a joke, right?  This is ridiculous that



           25       people have to come down here and tell you why it's a bad
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            1       idea.  You can't even make it sound like it's a good



            2       idea.  To have these meetings and have people come down



            3       here.  You guys forgot lead pollution.  I'm just going to



            4       have to not talk, because I will probably get kicked out.



            5       Have a good day.



            6                   MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you.  Nick.



            7                   UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Katkovich.



            8                   MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you.



            9                   UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  He's coming back



           10       later.



           11                   MR. MODERATOR:  How about Kathy?  I'll come



           12       back around if they're not here now.  Another Cynthia, it



           13       looks like Lussier.  Thank you.



           14                   MS. LUSSIER:  Good evening, my name is



           15       Cynthia Lussier.  I'm a resident of Pascoag.  I live on



           16       Old Wallum Lake Road.  So, I provided a document or a



           17       series of documents when I came in, and I'm not going to



           18       reiterate what other people have already said, but it



           19       really is not about this power plant, but it's about the



           20       power plant that is proposed for the Killingly site, and



           21       my purpose in doing that is sort of piggy-back on what



           22       the first speaker tonight spoke of, and I think it's



           23       important when the Department of Health does an advisory



           24       opinion or makes recommendations one way or another, that



           25       they look at, it can't be looked at in a vacuum.  I think
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            1       we have to look at, really look further out, especially



            2       in a state like Rhode Island where, especially in a town



            3       like Burrillville where we have Massachusetts just a



            4       couple of miles on one side and Connecticut just a couple



            5       of miles to the other side.  So, I think, we have to look



            6       at when we look at its impact or the impact that this



            7       might have on our community, I think we have to look at



            8       it as more of a regional impact to our community, and I



            9       think it's important that when the Department of Health



           10       looks at this application and drafts an opinion that they



           11       look at the combined impact that these power plants will



           12       have, because it's not just the two that we have already,



           13       it is going to be the third one, plus what's coming over



           14       to us from just over the state line.  So, I would ask



           15       that if you haven't done that already that you consider



           16       looking at those impacts, and revise your opinion.



           17            My concern in, also I think is looking at what we



           18       know as town residents and people who have been involved



           19       in this process is the inconsistencies from one document



           20       that this company has provided at one time, and then when



           21       it gets questioned it changes, and when, you know, like



           22       we talked about initially the height of the stacks were



           23       going to be, I believe, 220 feet, and when there is



           24       questions raised about that, well, now they're going to



           25       be 200 feet.  There was questions raised about the
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            1       concentration of ammonia.  Originally it was going to be



            2       20 percent, and when people talked about compliance with



            3       the EPA standards suddenly it became 19 percent.  So that



            4       they didn't have to be in compliance with EPA standards.



            5       Another issue is related to the amount of water usage.



            6       We heard that it's going to be one amount, and yet, when



            7       I requested a copy of the letter of intent with the



            8       Pascoag Utility District Invenergy insisted that the



            9       amount of water that was going to be utilized was



           10       redacted.  So that what is the real number?  Do we know



           11       what the real number of gallons per minute or gallons per



           12       day at peak is compared to any other time?  My point in



           13       mentioning this is that this company has lied to us



           14       repeatedly.  If you don't like the answer, just wait a



           15       couple of days, and they'll give you another one, and so



           16       it's hard for me, and I know it's hard for you to write



           17       an advisory opinion.  When we look at it, we don't know



           18       what information you have really been given, if it's true



           19       or not true, and if, you know, if you have questions



           20       about it, don't worry, they'll change it to whatever you



           21       want it to be.  These people are more like chameleons



           22       than anything we have ever seen before.  So, I guess, you



           23       know, that's my concern is how, even if you draft the



           24       opinion and you submit an opinion, what's it based on,



           25       because we really don't know.
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            1            So I didn't want to repeat what other people had



            2       said.  I guess my last point is, and you probably dread



            3       having yet another nurse stand before you tonight, but my



            4       last 18 years of my career I worked for the state, by the



            5       way, at the Eleanor Slater Hospital Zambarano Unit.  The



            6       last 18 years my career was as the infection control



            7       nurse.  At least, that was the title of the job when I



            8       took it.  Shortly afterwards, the infection control nurse



            9       population decided that what they really do is not



           10       control infection, but our role was to prevent



           11       infections, and so I think when I, when I look to the



           12       health department for guidance on issues, or when I had



           13       to call them for, to make reference, make referrals, or



           14       to report conditions or concerns that I had, I looked for



           15       them because they were, for all intent, they were our



           16       experts in this state, and I think, you know, their role



           17       was always, and I think I sort of took away from that



           18       what my job was was to prevent things from happening.



           19       That's what my job was as an infection control nurse at



           20       the hospital, was to take a look at a situation and to



           21       prevent the worst thing from happening.  So what I'm



           22       asking for you to do is take your report back, look at it



           23       from that point of view, and look at it from preventing



           24       the worst thing from happening, and I think, if you look



           25       at it from that point of view and your role in our state,
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            1       and what we look to you for is to prevent these things



            2       from happening, and we are counting on you.  I hope you



            3       won't let us down.  Thank you.



            4                   MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you.  Let me go back



            5       and call some of the people that may have just appeared.



            6       Jeremy Bailey.  Is Jeremy here?  And Mary Gauvin, and



            7       Nick, I won't say it, and Kathy Mantley.



            8                   MR. BAILEY:  All set.  Hi, Jeremy Bailey,



            9       Burrillville, Rhode Island.  I missed some of this, and



           10       I'm trying not to be redundant.  I have crossed off a



           11       lot.  Thank you for producing a draft and letting us



           12       comment on it.  There were some areas where you did a



           13       very good job.  There were other areas where I felt like



           14       it might have been Friday afternoon, and you were just



           15       trying to get home and meet a deadline.  I know, I'm an



           16       engineer.  I have been there.  One of the areas is in the



           17       area of water, and I would like to read that.  While



           18       groundwater withdrawals from the MTBE contaminated wells



           19       or the processed water are not a health concern at this



           20       time, these wells may not be used to provide water to the



           21       plant's offices.  I feel like you guys had a very huge



           22       misstep on that one.  I would like you to go back and



           23       look at the health effects from that well.  Not only



           24       from, you know, a potential chemical contamination, but



           25       that well has been court ordered shut.  So, it's been
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            1       ordered shut by the court, in opening that, there are



            2       many people in this room that were affected by that,



            3       that's going to cause mental issues, anxiety, depression,



            4       to name a couple of them.  So, there are, this scope is



            5       not just looking at a power plant.  This is looking at



            6       every piece of that power plant in the health advisory



            7       opinion that you need to give on that and you really need



            8       to tune in on the water, and you need to talk about not



            9       just to the chemical effect on the water, but if the



           10       court ever allowed that well to be open, the mental



           11       effects and other ill effects it could have on those



           12       people.



           13            Number two, I just want to get this out there, and



           14       get this in the public.  We have been told by the



           15       governor and many people to trust the process.  And it's



           16       very difficult for us to trust the process when I'm



           17       reading through 600 pages of transcripts from last



           18       January where Invenergy is testifying to the EFSB that



           19       they've met with DOH and said that DOH were in support of



           20       this plant.  So when I hear things like that, I'm



           21       thinking, well, how can we trust this process when six



           22       months ago Invenergy is testifying that the DOH is



           23       already in support.  So when I read that, I think, okay,



           24       they're going to hold this hearing, because it is



           25       required by statute, and after that, they're just going

�

                                                                          84







            1       to do whatever they can to say, well, you know, we really



            2       can't conclude everything, which a lot of your report is.



            3       I just caught the tail end of Cindy Lussier's speech, and



            4       I have a feeling she said a bunch of what I'm going to



            5       say right now.  You needed to put this --



            6                   THE STENOGRAPHER:  Sir, you need to slow



            7       down.



            8                   MR. BAILEY:  Sorry, the last meeting got me



            9       a little fired up right now.  What was I talking about?



           10       Cindy Lussier -- so when I look at these things, I'm



           11       looking through your advisory opinion, and a lot of the



           12       things I'm seeing really bug me, inconclusive,



           13       inconclusive, not enough research.  Well, a study, they



           14       can be linked to health effects.  A study may not prove



           15       there is a negative health effect, but they can be linked



           16       to health effects.  And not to mention my mother



           17       testified earlier there are many chemicals that will be



           18       emitted from this power plant that are, the same



           19       chemicals that come out of cigarettes.  Well, if those



           20       chemicals cause cancer in cigarettes, I'd like to see



           21       this report talk about that that some of those components



           22       have been known to cause cancer and touch upon that a



           23       little bit, because I notice that the word cancer wasn't



           24       mentioned once in your report under air quality.  There



           25       was another area that you mentioned it in, that was ok,
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            1       but you really need to strengthen up the language, like



            2       Mr. Sherman said, and you really need to expand the scope



            3       and really expand upon these area, and you really need to



            4       be forthcoming and really tell people the negative health



            5       effects that we all know, whether or not they're linked,



            6       or whether or not studies showed, and I believe there's



            7       been a lot of great testimony here from our medical



            8       professionals that will show that, but I want to make



            9       sure that we see that in your final draft.  Thank you,



           10       very much.



           11                   MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you, Jeremy.



           12                   MS. GAUVIN:  Hello.  I'm Mary Gauvin.  A lot



           13       of people touched on tons of the issues, so I won't



           14       rehash them.  I want to bring up Ocean State Power Plant



           15       for just a minute.  Ocean State Power in 1994 had a leak



           16       with one of their oil tanks.  It leaked 9,700 gallons of



           17       oil.  They had a vapor cloud, also, in 1994 that caused



           18       an evacuation of about 50 people.  In 1997 they were



           19       caught stealing water from Uxbridge, which caused wells



           20       there to go dry.  So when we talk about incidences that



           21       can happen at these types of facilities we are talking



           22       about that from firsthand knowledge, because these things



           23       have happened in our town.  So, we want those questions



           24       to be taken as serious as possible for the worst-case



           25       situations that could happen, because those have been
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            1       happening.



            2            I also want to bring up something with the air



            3       quality.  At our planning board meeting, the experts, our



            4       experts that our town hired didn't have a lot of



            5       information to give us.  They had missing stuff, so they



            6       couldn't comment on a lot of the stuff, and air quality



            7       to me, is to me, the water and the air are the two



            8       issues.  The rest is important, but those are the most



            9       important.  So, then, at the zoning board, our experts



           10       didn't even show up.  So, again, when the question of air



           11       quality came up we only had the expert from Invenergy



           12       here.  So the question was brought up about Buck Hill.



           13       Buck Hill sits 160 feet above this proposed location.



           14       Now, with the emission tower at 200 feet that puts the



           15       residents on Buck Hill just 40 feet below the emission



           16       tower.  I imagine that if they came with an application



           17       saying we are going to put the emissions towers at 40



           18       feet there is no way that that would be something that



           19       was considered.  Their own expert said, yes, you will



           20       have many more emissions hitting the ground, because



           21       there is just less, there is less room for it to settle.



           22       So, for residents on Buck Hill, in particular, this is



           23       very concerning, and we haven't had any experts that



           24       weren't paid for by Invenergy to do any studies and



           25       reassure the residents.  I live on the top of Buck Hill.
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            1       My kids live on the top of Buck Hill.  So, to me, I want



            2       to know if that 40 feet where that emissions coming out



            3       and hitting my ground, hitting my yard, I want to know,



            4       and I don't want Invenergy's experts to tell me.  I want



            5       somebody who's looking after the health of the residents



            6       of this town to tell me that that is a safe place to be



            7       and that is safe air to breathe, because there is no way



            8       I'm going to believe 40-foot-tall emissions stacks over



            9       the ground level my home is safe.  And I'm not going to



           10       believe that one expert by Invenergy, and I wish our



           11       experts had come, because I would love to have that



           12       particular question answered.  So I would urge the



           13       Department of Health to look at that very specific thing,



           14       because Buck Hill is not far from this.  It is directly



           15       adjacent to the proposed site, so that is a very big



           16       concern.  Now, the air quality is a concern for every



           17       single person in Burrillville.  It's not like it is safer



           18       to live in a town where there is two power plants, two



           19       compressor stations, an interstate pipeline thinking that



           20       the air quality is going to suffer, but I would urge that



           21       you do consider looking into the height of Buck Hill and



           22       the residents that are on there, because the effects are



           23       going to be significantly higher for them, and that needs



           24       to be addressed by the people who are looking after the



           25       health of the people, so that's you guys.  So do look out
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            1       for us.  Okay.  Thank you.



            2                   MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you.  Nick?



            3                   MR. KATKOVICH:  I'm Nick Katkovich from



            4       Providence.  I just want to start off, you know, to like



            5       the folks from Department of Health, just so you all



            6       know, a couple of weeks ago, the governor, Gina Raimondo



            7       was sitting right there, and when she was sitting there,



            8       she said if there are any issues with this power plant



            9       then it shouldn't be built.  So, that's, you know, your



           10       boss, in a way, saying that she wants to know the truth



           11       about this power plant.  So, I hope you all do your job,



           12       you know, after hearing all of these great comments from



           13       everyone tonight and do a deeper analysis on the health



           14       impact of this project.  I just want to, you know, add



           15       onto what folks have already been saying about the MTBE



           16       water.  One thing, of course, not all of the MTBE gets



           17       cleaned out of it by the time it reaches the power plant,



           18       and a lot of that air will evaporate, I forgot how many



           19       hundreds of gallons of water will evaporate.  I think



           20       your health assessment didn't mention the impacts of



           21       airborne MTBE.  The Delaware Health and Social Services



           22       Department released a study about airborne MTBEs.  I can



           23       just read like a paragraph quote from that.  It says



           24       animal studies of airborne MTBEs showed nervous system



           25       problems as the most common effect.  For about an hour
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            1       the animals acted drunk.  They became less active, fell



            2       down, and had partly closed eyes.  Some rats and mice



            3       died, and some had nose and throat irritation.  Long-term



            4       problems were less weight gain, kidney disease, cancer



            5       and enlarged livers.  There were birth defects in some of



            6       the young.  So, I think the impact of airborne MTBE can



            7       be added to the analysis.  Also, of course, MTBE leaking



            8       from the water source, and, you know, other water



            9       supplies, you know.



           10            I think your report, you did talk a lot about the



           11       sound, the noise, but I feel there could have been some



           12       stronger language about, you know, if this sound can't be



           13       mitigated, the noise can't be mitigated, and it poses a



           14       health risk, then this project shouldn't be built, you



           15       know, having some more harder conclusions.  And I know



           16       the town's experts, when they're talking about noise, it



           17       will be nearly impossible to take some monumental



           18       engineering feat for Invenergy to meet the noise



           19       standards that they put in their application.



           20            The other thing that I think can be added to the



           21       assessment, during construction of the proposed power



           22       plant, I can't remember the exact number, I can submit it



           23       later on, it's between 3,000 and 4,000 heavy duty



           24       18-wheeler trucks will be coming up Route 44 into



           25       Burrillville.  Most of those trucks will run on diesel
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            1       fuel.  So what's the impact of thousands of trucks



            2       getting stuck?  And if you all know the roads in



            3       Greenville and everything coming up here, there is a lot



            4       of lights, there is a lot of traffic, so what's the



            5       impact of thousands of idling diesel fuel trucks in a



            6       downtown area?



            7            The DEM, you know, there is so many filings and



            8       reports, but the DEM, I can't remember where it was, I



            9       know it was with the Energy Facility Siting Board, they



           10       talked about how the cumulative impacts of all of the



           11       projects being built up here needs to be analyzed



           12       together, wholistically.



           13            Invenergy, when they first proposed the project in



           14       the Providence Journal, they said that this project was



           15       going to be connected to the expanded Spectra pipelines



           16       as part of a project known as Access Northeast.  Access



           17       Northeast is also going to expand the compressor station



           18       in Burrillville, the Spectra Compressor Station, so those



           19       two projects should be viewed as one project, because our



           20       friends from Invenergy said that was the case, so I hope



           21       that the Department of Health takes their word for it.



           22       There is also the other power plant in Burrillville, the



           23       other compressor station, and I think the impact of all



           24       of these need to be calculated together with Invenergy's



           25       proposed project.
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            1            In terms of climate change, I mentioned this at



            2       another hearing.  In Pakistan this year villagers were



            3       preemptively digging mass graves in preparation for the



            4       thousands of people that are going to die from climate



            5       change, and this is a real serious health threat to our



            6       whole civilization and to people around the world, and I



            7       would just really implore the Department of Health to



            8       find the courage to really speak up, and really say the



            9       facts that if this project is built it's going to hurt



           10       public health.  There is no other way around that.  And I



           11       will just really implore you all to have the courage to



           12       say that.  You can look at the New York Department of



           13       Health.  The State of New York banned fracking a couple



           14       of years ago.  The reason was, the governor said if this



           15       is bad for health, we shouldn't frack.  They did a big



           16       health study, and they said that it is bad for health, so



           17       now fracking was banned in the State of New York.  So



           18       there is a precedent for that, you know.



           19            I would just like a couple of more asks, I would



           20       encourage the health department to either push the DEM,



           21       or push for your own air modeling to be done up here.



           22       I'm not sure if you're solely going on Invenergy's



           23       records, but I think independent air modeling would be



           24       really good.  And I think a project of this size, and



           25       it's going to impact particularly with the MTBE water
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            1       calls for a full health impact assessment, not just an



            2       advisory opinion.  So I will just request that the



            3       Department of Health, you know, make that clear that a



            4       project that could potentially have so many devastating



            5       impacts, you know, should require full independent health



            6       risk assessment.  Thank you.



            7                   MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you, Nick.  I would



            8       like to call the next five speakers.  Kathy Mantley.  Is



            9       Kathy here?  Taylor Badessa and Karen Palmer and also



           10       Senator Fogarty.  Senator here?



           11                   UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  The senator had to go



           12       home.



           13                   MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you.  And Deb, is



           14       there a Deb?  I'm not going to try and pronounce the last



           15       name.  I can't quit read it, and also Jason.



           16                   MR. BADESSA:  My name Taylor Badessa.  I was



           17       born and raised here in Burrillville, and I'm thankful



           18       for it.  I, first, want to thank everyone who came out,



           19       lots of supremely well-qualified, highly-educated people,



           20       and you know, we are not all experts, but this right here



           21       makes us all experts if we choose to be, you know.



           22       Ignorance is bliss, but it's not an excuse for this



           23       project.



           24            As far as fracking goes, basically toxic chemicals



           25       are pumped at high pressures into the ground.  Like
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            1       someone else mentioned, states have already banned it



            2       completely.  Presidential candidates are touring the



            3       country vowing to ban it completely.  Fracking itself has



            4       only made its greatest stride in the last two decades.



            5       It's not even truly proven through.  I had mentioned this



            6       whole thing to an old Army buddy of mine who lives out in



            7       Oklahoma.  The first thing he mentioned was the seismic



            8       consequences.  So I did a little bit of research.  In



            9       Oklahoma as a state 3.0 on the Richter scale or higher,



           10       they average nine earthquakes of that magnitude a year.



           11       In 2015, that's the year it was 309.  As far as emergency



           12       preparedness goes, our whole town, all the villages, we



           13       all operate volunteer fire, rescue, not to mention that



           14       with the other power plant miles away, Burrillville is



           15       basically a forest fire waiting to happen.



           16            As far as white pollution goes, especially at night,



           17       you know, with our clear skies, Invenergy has said that



           18       this proposed project, this proposed power plant would be



           19       1800 feet away from the closest resident, which is



           20       approximately a third of a mile.  Eighteen hundred feet



           21       is unacceptable.  Air pollution, you know, Zambarano



           22       Hospital, which was mentioned previously, it's about a



           23       mile away.  It's founded in the early 1900s, I believe,



           24       1903, and the site for that hospital is literally picked



           25       because of its air quality.  Also, to do with air
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            1       quality, Buck Hill is one of the highest points in Rhode



            2       Island.  Our prevailing winds in Rhode Island flow



            3       west/northwest, so if there is even a speck of a hint of



            4       any air pollution, Burrillville is literally the worst



            5       town in the State to slap it in.  Burrillville has over



            6       20 bodies of water, 25 state recreational areas, eight



            7       state conservation areas, and it just leads me to the



            8       biggest issue in my eyes, is the whole MTBE thing.  So in



            9       case anyone doesn't know, methyl, tertbutyl, ether,



           10       methyl methane, greenhouse gas contributes to global



           11       warming.  In fracking three to 7.9 percent of methane



           12       seeps into the atmosphere during operations, butyl,



           13       butane, that's lighter fluid, ether, that's starter



           14       fluid, you know, these dangerous chemicals.  Twenty



           15       states, including Rhode Island, have banned MTBE as a



           16       gasoline additive.  The World Health Organization has



           17       released known carcinogens contained within MTBE.  MTBE,



           18       especially in the water, there is an airborne concern as



           19       well, but MTBE itself, due to its solubility, spreads



           20       extremely quick and far reaching in water.  And this MTBE



           21       contaminated water has to travel three-and-a-half miles



           22       from the well to the power plant.  Virtually impossible



           23       to expect that there would be no seepage or leakage at



           24       all.  And lastly, you know, this was a crisis for us back



           25       in 2001, literally a crisis.  I mean, you have to
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            1       consider dozens of people got sick, varying degrees, and



            2       these dozens of people that got sick, this is only a



            3       matter of four months, and this was within Rhode Island,



            4       within Burrillville, within the Village of Pascoag very



            5       concentrated illnesses, basically.  You can't ignore the



            6       fact that these people got sick.  It was in a short



            7       amount of time, and it was isolated to one village within



            8       this town.



            9            I just want to say, I haven't even had the



           10       opportunity to read your draft, but all of these other



           11       comments, I hear a lot of things about, you know,



           12       inconclusive matters, and, you know, if the Department of



           13       Health is truly looking after the health and safety of



           14       the residents anything inconclusive in my eyes is a



           15       no-go.  We should err on the side of caution.  And with



           16       that being said, just, please, help us keep Burrillville



           17       beautiful.  Thanks.



           18                   MR. MODERATOR:  Thanks.



           19                   MS. PALMER:  Hi, my name is Karen Palmer,



           20       and I'm from Cumberland, Rhode Island.  The reason I'm



           21       here is that I feel that this is not just a local issue



           22       for Burrillville.  I feel like it's an international



           23       issue.  I have family in Gainesville, Florida, outside of



           24       Gainesville, Florida, and they're trying to build a



           25       pipeline across their property, and they have sinkholes.
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            1       We have property just a couple of miles away with



            2       sinkholes on them.  So, it seems to me that, you know,



            3       they're trying to push these things forward, but it's not



            4       really based on true science.  So, I feel like, I also



            5       work in the medical field.  I do diagnostic testing and



            6       there have been a lot of patients.  I work with children,



            7       and I seem to be working more with the elderly.  I'm just



            8       very concerned about the health with the generations to



            9       come.  Global warming is real.  There may be a few people



           10       who deny that, but we all know that it is real, and the



           11       second thing is that I think we all know that there are



           12       deleterious effects to using frack water or due to



           13       fracking itself.  So there may be people who say these



           14       things are safe, but in actuality there is no scientific



           15       basis to say that this is indeed not the case.



           16            So there's been so much talk already this evening.



           17       I don't want to reiterate what other people have said.  I



           18       am going to leave a few things here, one is it's called



           19       Project TENDR, T-E-N-D-R, and it's Targeting



           20       Environmental Neuro-Developmental Risks, and it's their



           21       consensus statement, and so it talks about, you know,



           22       like, when you talk about fracking you think of gas, and



           23       all of that other stuff, but actually we live with



           24       products that are made from these, the gas and the oil



           25       that is actually drilled.  So you're using cosmetics that
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            1       have these elements in them.  It is in all kinds of



            2       supplies.  It's in your frying pans, these special frying



            3       pans, and it's in just about every aspect of your life.



            4       There are these beautiful carpets, but in these beautiful



            5       carpets if they aren't wall art or something like that,



            6       chances are they are these remnants of gas fracking



            7       income.  We are living in it.  So it doesn't matter where



            8       you live in your state, in the country, in the world,



            9       you're being affected by absolutely all of these things,



           10       so I think those need to be considered as well.



           11            I can't see any reason why this is even being



           12       considered.  I have grandchildren.  I'm concerned about



           13       their wellbeing.  I want to make sure that the Earth is a



           14       clean enough environment for them to be able to live in.



           15       So, that's all.  And I will have more papers to submit in



           16       the coming days.  I will bring them down to the office.



           17       Thank you.



           18                   MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you.  Jason or Deb.



           19                   MR. OLKOWSKI:  Hi, good evening.  Thanks for



           20       coming to listen.  It's getting late.  So, thanks for



           21       your attention.  So my name is Jason Olkowski.



           22            So, first, I want to thank you for your work.  You



           23       guys do incredibly important work and you know, the



           24       Department of Health, and you're here tonight, you know,



           25       listening to a lot of our concerns, a lot of our, you
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            1       know, frustrations, and I want to take the opportunity to



            2       thank you for the good work the Department of Health does



            3       every day, really as to almost the last line of defense



            4       protecting our citizens against many different forces.



            5       So, I have young children.  I think if you don't have



            6       young children you don't think about these things.  You



            7       go along living recklessly and dangerously, and you have



            8       kids and you start thinking about these things.  So I



            9       want to thank you for that, and I want to tell you just



           10       like those young children throughout the state that you



           11       protect from lead and many different substances, we need



           12       your help here in Burrillville.  We need your help badly,



           13       and we need your courage, and you are, in effect, our



           14       last line of defense as it relates to the health risk



           15       being associated with this plant, and all health risks,



           16       the ones directly from chemicals that people are speaking



           17       about, as well as the ones, like, depleted water



           18       availability and quality.  You're our last line of



           19       defense against all of those risks.  So we are here



           20       tonight.  We are saying we need you to protect



           21       Burrillville like you protected so many other communities



           22       and citizens in the past.  And based on that, I would



           23       like to echo the concerns that many of the other citizens



           24       have said.  I would like you to take a position that



           25       expresses and calls out risks rather than explaining
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            1       where individual items are not a risk.  A great amount of



            2       diligence has gone into the draft version of your report.



            3       I've read through it in its entirety.  There is a lot of



            4       information in there, a lot of information that was



            5       pulled from other sources and responses, data request



            6       responses that were made by the applicant, so a large



            7       amount of diligence was put into this.  At the same time,



            8       I have to be honest, it has the appearance of, in some



            9       sections, of kind of checking the box, and it's in those



           10       sections, in particular, that we would like you to pay



           11       more attention, because we need you.  Again, you're our



           12       last line of defense.  We need you to instead take a



           13       position that exposes and calls out those risks rather



           14       than explaining where there aren't risks.



           15            Certainly, I don't think, I think none of us here



           16       want another Flint, Michigan.  None of us wants to



           17       preside over one of those stories that becomes a national



           18       disaster, and there is a lot going on that's unique to



           19       this plant, and I think that's the thing that when people



           20       come to Burrillville and listen to the story and spend



           21       some more time looking at the details, everybody walks



           22       away, and hopefully you will as well with appreciation



           23       for this.  There is a fairly a long list of things that



           24       are unique to this plant.  I think oftentimes people are,



           25       like, what's the problem?  We build power plants all over
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            1       the place.  Well, we don't build power plants all over



            2       the place that are powered by one that's contaminated



            3       with MTBE.  We don't build power plants all over the



            4       place that are resulting in a clustering of plants along



            5       the same pipeline because each individual state, even



            6       though we have an interconnected energy grid approves



            7       power plants in a vacuum.  And I'm not going to belabor



            8       that.  You saw a great graph illustration earlier.



            9       Hopefully you have an appreciation for the clustering



           10       that's happening in this region, and you have heard some



           11       of the other things I think that are unique to this



           12       project as well regarding its location.  So, this is not,



           13       you know, business as usual even though this is the type



           14       of thing that you guys deal with all the time.  Please,



           15       peel back the layers of the onion and realize that there



           16       are some special things related to this project that need



           17       to be called out, and that you guys need to caution and



           18       warn against.  You must take a different position where



           19       you're actively and proactively warning and saying we



           20       should not do this because of X versus only saying we



           21       recommend that, you know, if you do this that you look



           22       for available mitigation opportunities.



           23            So, with that, I wanted to go through a couple of



           24       these items in detail through the different sections, if



           25       you would allow me just a couple of more minutes to go

�

                                                                         101







            1       through this.  So, I want to skip to, I'm going to skip



            2       electromagnetic fields, and I'm going to go to section



            3       five around noise.  Starting on page ten, you have some



            4       comments in here that recognizes the potential impact of



            5       noise, but that it was, the full impact of the noise



            6       generated by the operation of the plant, of the new



            7       turbines, of the compressor station in conjunction with



            8       existing noise levels is impossible to predict.



            9       Therefore, Rhode Island Department of Health recommended



           10       that if the CREC facility is constructed the facility



           11       should work in conjunction with Algonquin to minimize the



           12       neighborhood noise impact to the extent possible.  Again,



           13       I think we need stronger language here.  We need to say



           14       if this plant is approved, then you must do X, Y and Z.



           15       You must demand.  You're the only person whose opinion



           16       will be respected that way.  I can say that.  I'm not a



           17       health professional.  I'm not part of your department and



           18       your organization.  It carries much more weight when you



           19       guys, if you are actually concerned that if it makes the



           20       kind of noise that would disturb people, that you need to



           21       call that out specifically in here.  So, let me give you



           22       an example here.  So, the frequency in question that's



           23       emitted by this type of power plant is known as a highly



           24       ranged frequency, and these frequencies are extremely



           25       sensitive at the highest-to-mid-range frequencies with
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            1       the slightest boost resulting in a huge change in sound.



            2       That's the high-to-mid-range frequency.  So if this plant



            3       was to not be able to meet the sound requirements,



            4       keeping it from being heard from people, the frequencies



            5       that the people do hear are going to be very disturbing



            6       to them.  It's not just a low-rumbling noise that you



            7       might expect in some sort of factory.  It's this sort of



            8       frequency that happens in startup and shutdown that is



            9       particularly disturbing to the human ear.  I think



           10       something like that, that sort of information is the sort



           11       of stuff we would be looking for you guys to call out.



           12       So that those who are charged in approving this plant



           13       really understand the potential health impacts.



           14            So let me just get to Section 6, drinking water



           15       quality.  So this one has been covered quite a bit



           16       tonight, so I don't want to belabor it again for you, but



           17       once again, I want to read from the report, Page 10,



           18       excuse me, Page 11, Section 6.  These concerns include



           19       possible groundwater depletion, possible contamination of



           20       drinking water wells, exposure to MTBE and other



           21       contaminants and pollutant concentrations in discharged



           22       water.  Now, those concerns aren't listed in your summary



           23       of conclusions.  Those concerns are listed in the



           24       background section that have been brought up by others.



           25       Those concerns need to be moved to your summary and
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            1       conclusions and issued as a warning.  Again, striking the



            2       language.  In the summary conclusion you said, while



            3       groundwater withdrawals from the MTBE contaminated wells



            4       for process water are not a health concern at this time,



            5       these wells may not be used to provide water to the



            6       plant's offices.  So the only position that you guys took



            7       as it relates to MTBE was about the use of the water of



            8       the employees there.  Do you know how that strikes the



            9       town here.  I'm just being honest with you, as a resident



           10       of the town looking for my Department of Health to



           11       protect me.  The only protection that you built into your



           12       report was that of protecting the employees of this



           13       plant.  You did list in the background.  You did list as



           14       concerns in the background, but you did not pull them



           15       forward as part of your summary and conclusions.  Again,



           16       if you don't, no one else is so, please, help us.



           17            Let me skip to Section 7 for air pollution.  So,



           18       firstly, again, I want to call out as it relates to



           19       pollution, the clustering.  This is something that's



           20       unique, and is increasingly unique to this plant and to



           21       this area.  There is no mention of clustering in the



           22       report anywhere.  There is no mention that says that any



           23       sort of approval should be contingent upon a review of



           24       all current and future plants to be built in that area.



           25       I don't think that there is any report that exists today
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            1       that examines the health impact of this many plants in



            2       this small area.  That needs to be called out.  If you



            3       guys are aware of that study, reference it?  If you're



            4       not aware of that study, call it out, and say this plant



            5       should not be approved if we don't have a study that



            6       confirms that this sort of clustering is okay.



            7            I want to draw your attention to a study that was



            8       published earlier this year, in January of 2016, in



            9       Environmental Science Processing Impact.  It was a study



           10       from the Royal Society of Chemistry, a team of scientists



           11       in Canada.  I know it's funny to be talking about snow



           12       when it's so hot and when we are in the middle of summer,



           13       but it's important to point out, because as you know, we



           14       get a lot of snow up here in Burrillville.  So, the study



           15       found that snow in urban areas soaks up twice, soaks up



           16       the toxic and cancer-causing nanoparticles that are found



           17       in car exhausts.  The snow appears to be very effective



           18       at removing those particles from the air, but then they



           19       are, of course, embedded in the snow.  Snowflakes and ice



           20       particles with various types of surfaces, including



           21       several active sites that can absorb various gasses or



           22       particulate pollutants.  Marissa Araya (phonetic) a



           23       professor at Yale University and the lead author of the



           24       study said, the research teams collected the snow from



           25       the study from a fracker company in Montreal where it
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            1       snows five months out of the year.  Sounds a little bit



            2       like Burrillville in some years.  They measured the level



            3       of toxic compound particularly found in car exhaust, like



            4       benzene, toluene, ethyl xylene, and xylene which are also



            5       considered to be either carcinogenic, harmful



            6       development, or a respiratory irritant.  They found that



            7       after one hour, just one hour of exposure to exhaust



            8       fumes, the concentration of those chemicals in the snow



            9       pack increased dramatically.  So the findings suggest a



           10       need to study what happens after the snow melts,



           11       according to Professor Araya, since the snow is clearly a



           12       temporary sink for pollutants.  Emissions of such toxins



           13       might increase rapidly as the snow melts and the



           14       chemicals are re-released into the environment.  So, why



           15       did I bring up this study?  As per the application, these



           16       very same chemicals will be emitted from the proposed



           17       plant.  Now, we are being told that the chemicals will be



           18       exposed through such force of a plant that they'll reach



           19       into the upper atmosphere, I ask you what about the days



           20       when it's snowing really hard up here in Burrillville.



           21       Foster-Glocester no school.  We have all heard that on



           22       TV.  We know how much snow we get up here.  This study



           23       certainly bears some additional examination by the



           24       Department of Health, I would think, and I'm happy to



           25       provide that to you.  On page 13, excuse me, on page 14,
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            1       it says the Rhode Island Department of Health plans to



            2       review the HRA as well as RIDEM's permit evaluation and



            3       will have the opportunity to supply comment during



            4       RIDEM's public comment period, if indicated.  Again, I



            5       would ask you to take a much stronger position here and



            6       demand to have the opportunity to both review, comment,



            7       and give final say regarding their final recommendation



            8       regarding the HRA as well as RIDEM's permit evaluation.



            9       I think guys you have earned that right as the Department



           10       of Health.



           11            So, let me move on a little bit more quickly here.



           12       As it relates to asthma, Section 8, on page 16, under



           13       Summary and Conclusion it says without an in-depth



           14       research study or comprehensive Health Impact Assessment,



           15       it is not possible to predict asthma-related impacts



           16       specific to the proposed CREC facility.  Well, I say



           17       let's demand a study.  Let's demand the appropriate



           18       research.  If not you, then who else?  I recommended that



           19       we strengthen the language there.  In page 17, similarly,



           20       it says without further research it's not possible to



           21       determine the extent of the impact or the level of impact



           22       this facility would have on individual or population



           23       health.  RIDOH, Department of Health, recommends that if



           24       this CREC is to be built all possible steps be taken to



           25       reduce harmful emissions and mitigate the health impacts
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            1       of emissions.  Again, I recommend that you take a



            2       stronger position on that.  We'd like to not have the



            3       risks reduced.  We would like to have them eliminated.  I



            4       think if you have lived here in this area you would have



            5       that feeling as well.



            6            Emergency Response and Prevention Section 9, pages



            7       19 and 21.  This is a, this is getting into the chemicals



            8       and the types of combination of materials that are going



            9       to be stored on site.  Again, the Rhode Island Department



           10       of Health recommends that the model also be run without



           11       the assumption and that emergency planning consider the



           12       results of the more conservative model run including the



           13       potential for offsite consequences.  This is, in relation



           14       to the fact that Rhode Island Department of Health does



           15       not have the sufficient information available to



           16       reproduce the model that was run.  Again, I would say,



           17       you know, don't recommend that the model be run without



           18       the assumption that you guys don't like, demand that as a



           19       condition of approval that the model be run.  Strengthen



           20       this.  This is our life.  We live out here.  This is



           21       important.  Rhode Island Department of Health strongly



           22       recommends the following regarding storage of the



           23       facility, of ammonia at the facility.  Again, you list a



           24       couple of very good recommendations.  I say we demand as



           25       a condition of approval, not recommend.
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            1            As it relates to the hazardous chemicals, I think



            2       not enough attention was paid to the transportation of



            3       those.  A lot of good details about the storage of them



            4       on site, and the way that they need to be handled, and



            5       protected, and the training that needs to be provided to



            6       the employees that work there.  I think you guys did a



            7       good job of outlining that.  I'm a bit concerned about



            8       those of us who live around this town and are going to



            9       have these vehicles transporting these chemicals, the



           10       diesel fuel, the ammonia, the hydrogen, thundering down



           11       our roads is that more care be taken and called out to



           12       the transportation and potential risk that could happen



           13       if accidents were to occur.  Again, if not you, then who?



           14       I'm quite sure that the EFSB is looking to you to call



           15       out those concerns, and if you do not call out those



           16       concerns, then they might say, okay, I guess there is not



           17       a concern here of a spill that would potentially affect



           18       the people of Burrillville.  I can tell you, and I think



           19       the testimony of many others before me did a much better



           20       job than I could of telling you we don't have a hazmat



           21       team.  The closest one is not close enough, and I think



           22       that needs to be called out in this advisory opinion as



           23       well.  Also, the places where these trucks are likely to



           24       crash and cause incident.  Several of these intersections



           25       and roads are very close to waterways, very easy to
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            1       contaminate those waterways with significant downstream



            2       impacts to both citizens, as well as, you know, animals,



            3       and other forms.  So, again, that information needs to be



            4       called out.  It needs to be specified here in terms of



            5       the transportation and the potential risks and impact of



            6       these.



            7            So, lastly, as it relates to climate change and



            8       health, I think Nick Katkovich did a great job of saying



            9       that climate change should really be incorporated into



           10       the Department of Health.  It is humans that are going to



           11       be impacted by this in this area, particularly a state



           12       that has 400 miles of coastland, are particularly



           13       vulnerable to the effects of global warming and climate



           14       change here in Rhode Island.  Your summary and



           15       conclusions of climate change and health state both



           16       considering the expansion of the fossil fuel energy



           17       system.  Rhode Island Department of Health acknowledges



           18       the potential effect on climate change must be



           19       considered, project by project, and community by



           20       community.  Rhode Island Department of Health supports



           21       the Resilient Rhode Island act goals and thus supports



           22       any locally requested examination of alternative energy



           23       sources and/or plants.  If and when determined to be at



           24       all possible the Rhode Island Department of Health



           25       supports efforts aimed at carbon emission reduction and a
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            1       development of alternative renewable energy sources.  I



            2       think I get what you guys are trying to say there.  If



            3       you're trying to say that we should prioritize



            4       development of renewable sources that don't have a



            5       negative impact on the environment, if that's what you're



            6       trying to say, come out and say it, go ahead and put it



            7       there just like that.



            8            And here's why?  And this is my final comment.  I



            9       think I have taken enough of my time.  Climate change is



           10       a macro issue.  These macro issues sometimes seem too big



           11       to change, affect, or impact, and inertia is a very



           12       powerful force.  Doing nothing is so much easier than



           13       doing something.  Climate issues are a macro issue that



           14       are fought and won at the micro level, at the local



           15       level, and here is one plant in one town that if you're



           16       concerned at all about climate change you can have a



           17       voice to impact.  So don't forget, the macro issue is



           18       defined and won or lost in the micro issues in the local



           19       level.



           20            So, again, I thank you for all your great work that



           21       the Department of Health does every day, so many things



           22       that we don't even know about in ways that you help us,



           23       we are just saying, please, we need some of that help



           24       here in Burrillville.  Please take a stronger stand.  Pay



           25       attention to the items that I have outlined and
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            1       strengthen them.  Thank you very much for your time.



            2                   MR. MODERATOR:  Thanks, Jason.  Thomas



            3       Sylvester and Eva Woods.



            4                   MS. NABLONSKI:  Deb Nablonski.



            5                   MR. MODERATOR:  Who?



            6                   MS. NABLONSKI:  Deb Nablonski.



            7                   MR. MODERATOR:  Sure.  Thanks, Deb.



            8                   MS. NABLONSKI:  Hi, my name is Deb



            9       Nablonski.  I live in Pascoag.  I thank you for being



           10       here, and everybody, with your great comments and facts.



           11       It seems ludicrous that we are still doing this.  I don't



           12       know how we can mitigate all of the wrongs in this



           13       project, but one thing I just wanted to mention was to



           14       address the fact that in Invenergy's health risk protocol



           15       they said there were no farms in the area.  I just



           16       really, just top of my head, this list is 20 farms that I



           17       can think of that I'm aware of in a five-mile radius of



           18       the proposed plant.  That's not even just Burrillville.



           19       That's just in five miles around, five, seven miles.  I'm



           20       less than two-and-a-half miles away.  I have a registered



           21       farm.  I have a license through the Rhode Island Health



           22       Department.  I follow their guidelines in producing the



           23       best quality food, which we do sell throughout Rhode



           24       Island, Connecticut, Massachusetts.  I have 25 acres of



           25       pasture.  I really depend on good soil, good water.  I
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            1       have worked for 25-plus years on improving that, making



            2       it better than it was when I found it.  All of the farms



            3       in Rhode Island, Massachusetts, Connecticut have come a



            4       long way from where we were years ago of dumping



            5       pesticides, abusing water.  We are conserving, using



            6       methods of pasture rotation, water conservation, just to



            7       leave it better than we were.  We are stewards, and I



            8       really have a problem with seemingly, just totally



            9       ignoring the fact that we are producing food here on a



           10       family basis, on a farm basis.  I also manage the



           11       farmer's market.  We really try and make sure that what



           12       we are producing and selling in the community, and to



           13       restaurants, whatever, is of the best quality it can be,



           14       and I think this plant, I think, will adversely affect



           15       that.  I don't know if anybody is aware, and it's a fact



           16       that I really have a hard time believing, too, but Rhode



           17       Island has over 2000 registered farms, Rhode Island.



           18       That's amazing.  We have the most farms in the nation for



           19       our population, the smallest state has the most



           20       registered farms, so it's important.



           21            I just jotted down with a pen that skips a few



           22       things.  It's worth saying that pollution affects



           23       everything.  The crops we grow, the fiber, meat, poultry,



           24       everything, forest products.  That's a big thing in



           25       Burrillville, forest products.  Pollution will damage
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            1       that air pollution.  It is an economic loss for all of



            2       the products here.  It interferes with enzyme systems in



            3       animals, plants, as well as humans, changes chemicals,



            4       the constitution of the chemicals in the cells and



            5       physical structure in animals, plants, and humans,



            6       retards growth, reduces production, causes metabolic



            7       changes.  Also, it could -- really acute tissue damage on



            8       generations.  That's going to affect the food we are



            9       eating.  We are trying to be sustainable.  We are working



           10       all towards this.  This is such a backwards idea to add



           11       more pollution to risk our clean water and air here.  I



           12       really have a hard time wrapping my brain around it.  The



           13       health and well being of this area and the tri-state area



           14       should be of utmost importance.  Just because we don't



           15       have farms with a water view of the ocean, I mean, we are



           16       no less important.  We produce all of the products up



           17       here that they produce in the beautiful southern part of



           18       the state, but we don't get quite the attention, but we



           19       adhere to the same rules, and we are dependent upon the



           20       same clean air and clean water, and we can be,



           21       agribusiness up here, we could be just as important if we



           22       weren't busy fighting these kinds of projects that come



           23       our way.  We are so invested in this fight that we are



           24       neglecting things that we need to do, and farmers, you



           25       know, this is the second time I have spoke, I know.  I
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            1       know so many farmers personally, but they're so busy.



            2       You guys are busy, too, but they're busy farming plus



            3       working full-time jobs.  It is not a full-time thing, so,



            4       they can't be here, and they feel somewhat helpless.



            5            Electromagnetic fields, everybody knows about that,



            6       the sound vibrations, it's documented how it interferes



            7       with animals and their cellular structure, reproduction.



            8       So I'm very concerned about that.  I hope you are, too.



            9       I haven't heard anybody talk about the, not really a



           10       whole lot about the animals.  You don't see them.  A lot



           11       of our farms are in the back off the main roads.  So you



           12       don't know.  There is beef cow.  There is pigs.  There is



           13       goats.  I have between any time between 40 and 50 goats.



           14       You do see them, though, oftentimes.  My property is on



           15       the road, the main road and oftentimes they get out, but



           16       it's important, and I just wanted to bring that up and



           17       just consider that, also.  Thank you.



           18                   MR. MODERATOR:  Thanks, Deb.  Thomas.



           19                   MR. SYLVESTER:  Hello, my name is Thomas



           20       Sylvester.  Thank you very much for taking the time to



           21       come out and hear from all of us.  I'd like to focus on



           22       water for, I believe, it was question number three.  I



           23       was disheartened by the amount of information that you



           24       gave about water and the MTBE.  I was one of the



           25       plaintiffs, one of the ten plaintiffs back in 2001 that
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            1       sued the State and PUD to shut down the wells.  We



            2       received a permanent injunction to have the wells shut



            3       down.  I find it actually, like, very much a slap in the



            4       face when I look at the CREC's water supply plan.



            5       Approvals if required to activate well 3A.  Your bullet



            6       point here.  As a result of the contamination of wells 3A



            7       and 3 under consent order signed in 2015, In 2002 the PUD



            8       is prohibited from using water 3 and 3A except for



            9       mediation, contamination, as directed by the director of



           10       health, DEM management, water resources or other



           11       appropriate state officials, but no event shall the wells



           12       be used for, you put bringing supply water on your piece



           13       of paper here.  That's not what it says in the actual



           14       final injunctive order.  While the case was going on,



           15       Judge Fortunato started to say that the wells should be



           16       permanently shut down, at which point counsel from DEM



           17       piped up and said, but wait, we need to be able to have



           18       access to the well in order for the well to be



           19       remediated.  The judge, more or less, said, good point,



           20       and he skillfully worded his injunction.  It does not say



           21       drinking water supply.  If you go back and read the



           22       actual testimony, you will see, in fact, the point was



           23       brought up that it should not be used as any water



           24       supply.  One of the things, and I'm going to go a little



           25       Flint, Michigan on you here about the MTBE, so everybody
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            1       can understand.  When we speak of MTBE and this water



            2       plant, people think of what, it is going to go over this



            3       pipe, it's going to go up into the air.  Let's back it up



            4       a little bit.  Right now there is a large area in the



            5       ground that is saturated with MTBE.  The bedrock is like



            6       a sponge, and it's filled with gasoline and these



            7       contaminants.  The gas station where it happens is



            8       approximately a quarter of a mile away from where well 3



            9       and 3A resides.  The way well 3 and 3A is turned on it's



           10       going to draw sucking action of gasoline out into the



           11       aquifer, which will then cause it to spread to other



           12       wells, other public wells throughout the aquifer, and



           13       this isn't just me making it up.  In a 2013, a beta group



           14       did a study for DEM, which part of, in part of their



           15       findings, let's make sure my phone battery didn't die



           16       here, I will read to you exactly what they said.  Due to



           17       known presence of gasoline-related contaminants and



           18       concentrations above the respective GAA groundwater



           19       standards within the aquifer, no public well shall be



           20       activated and connected to the potable water distribution



           21       system without the water first being treated



           22       appropriately.  There is a high probability that these



           23       contaminants will be drawn from the bedrock and



           24       overburden the water supply well, trapped VOCs mobilized



           25       by activating a new drinking water well, may result in
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            1       vapor intrusion issues and/or adverse the impacts of the



            2       adjacent river.  The proper level of treatment shall be



            3       reviewed thoroughly before our process is implemented so



            4       that the public health and wellbeing are duly protected



            5       before any new well, and they're talking about the



            6       opening of 3 and 3A in this.  Before any new well is



            7       activated the public should be notified and allowed an



            8       opportunity in public to comment.  I find it disgusting



            9       to the fact that you think that it is just the fact that



           10       we can filter out the water.



           11            I would like to speak to Mr. Jeremy Bailey's comment



           12       as far as having to do with different types of stress,



           13       mental stress.  You jam it through, you get your water



           14       filter on there, people around here are going to be



           15       sitting, waiting, waiting for DEM and the rest of you to



           16       finally say you know, that's right, there is MTBE that is



           17       now in the water, there is now the other contaminants



           18       that are part of the gasoline that are in the water.  We



           19       look to you, the Department of Health, please, to take an



           20       expanded look into the water, a statement that goes just



           21       beyond the (inaudible) filter, nonfilter, it's going to



           22       be used as industrial water, but like you did for when



           23       there was going to be problems with the ammonia accident,



           24       or there were going to be problems with nitrogen, that



           25       you also take the same standard of looking at what would
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            1       happen if the gasoline would be pulled out into the



            2       aquifer and spread to the other wells within the aquifer.



            3       We will constantly be thinking about this when your plant



            4       is here if it ever does come here.  God, I pray it



            5       doesn't.  Find some water somewhere else.  Go buy bottled



            6       water.  Please, leave this water alone.  It was a



            7       permanent injunction, because if you go to move the



            8       water, you're going to spread the contaminants throughout



            9       the aquifer.  That's why the judge did a permanent



           10       injunction.  A filter system is not going to do anything



           11       but have the filtered water come out to your plant be



           12       filtered.  It is not going to protect the other 53



           13       percent of residents within Burrillville who have home



           14       wells.  It is not going to protect Harrisville's wells



           15       further on down the aquifer.



           16            Before when Mary was up here, and she was speaking,



           17       and she had said you might get a face of anger from us,



           18       if you go back, and you look at the history of this, you



           19       go and look back where this well 3 and 3A the Department



           20       of Health originally gave permission to be open as a



           21       water drinking supply, years and years ago back in the



           22       old-timer days, you know what it used to be used for, it



           23       used to be the town dump.  It used to be the frigging



           24       town dump.  It's 2016, please, can you protect the water



           25       that we have?  Thank you.
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            1                   MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you.  Eva.



            2                   MS. WOODS:  My name is Eva Woods.  I did not



            3       expect to speak tonight, but I just can't sit by, and you



            4       have to hear our story.  I wanted to tell you about my



            5       niece, Becky Machinski, her husband, Mike Machinski, and



            6       their one-year-old daughter at the time, Kyla Machinski.



            7       They lived right next to the MTBE contaminated well.



            8       Becky had cancer.  Her daughter had tumors removed from



            9       her face time and time again, and her husband nearly



           10       died.  It was all related to the MTBE water.  Now,



           11       Invenergy wants to open those wells and spew the MTBE



           12       water into our air and our water systems.  I'm begging



           13       you, please, please, you have heard our cry.  We are



           14       afraid of this MTBE, as is the entire nation.  That's why



           15       it is no longer in use.  It is a volatile chemical and it



           16       has destroyed lives.  We need you to, please, hear our



           17       cry.



           18            Second, I want to just tell you my own personal



           19       story.  I lived in Harrisville, Rhode Island when the



           20       Ocean State put the power plant in my backyard.  My



           21       husband and I were affected by the noise pollution, the



           22       light pollution, and the air pollution, and so we moved



           23       to the other side of Burrillville in the middle of George



           24       Washington State Park.  Now, Invenergy comes along and



           25       wants to stick their power plant in my front yard.  They
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            1       want to use water that's been contaminated and spew it



            2       into my front yard where my family lives and my children



            3       live, my grandchildren.  We are already being adversely



            4       affected by Algonquin's noise pollution and whatever the



            5       noise is that they're spewing into the air.  You know,



            6       they say it's some kind of a gas release, so it's not



            7       just noise that we are hearing, but we are also being



            8       affected by whatever that noise, whatever it's producing



            9       into our air.  My sister died of cancer.  My



           10       daughter-in-law battled cancer.  I have another niece who



           11       speaks at these meetings often, she's battling cancer.



           12       The last thing a cancer survivor wants to hear is it's



           13       back.  I beg you, please, do not allow Invenergy to use



           14       this cancer-causing MTBE and put these wells back into



           15       use.  Please, don't allow Invenergy to destroy our



           16       health, our homes and our lives.  Thank you.



           17                   MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you, Eva.  The last



           18       two speakers who have signed up, and we have about 25



           19       minutes left, Thomas Trimble and Jan Luby.



           20                   MS. SAVARD:  I didn't sign up, and I thought



           21       there was nobody left, so, I just have a little bit to



           22       say.



           23                   MR. MODERATOR:  What's your name, please?



           24                   MS. SAVARD:  Lorraine Savard, S-A-V-A-R-D.



           25       We must unite, that's me and you, must unite against this

�

                                                                         121







            1       threat that wants to become a reality.  The Department of



            2       Health's mission is to protect life.  Do no harm.  This



            3       is fracked gas, nothing natural about this.  The fossil



            4       fuel industry has already harmed our oceans, our water,



            5       our land, our food.  Do not let them further harm



            6       Burrillville.  I do not want to lose hope.  Please, do no



            7       harm.  Thank you.



            8                   MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you, Lorraine.  Thomas



            9       Trimble.



           10                   MR. TRIMBLE:  My name is Thomas Trimble,



           11       T-R-I-M-B-L-E.  I grew up in Pascoag.  I'm a Burrillville



           12       resident.  I just had one specific item.  I don't know if



           13       it's been discussed tonight or not, and it concerns the



           14       potential evacuation routes for the Zambarano Unit of the



           15       Eleanor Slater Hospital.  Now, we have a lot of people in



           16       town that work there.  We have family members who have



           17       been patients there.  I have done volunteer work there in



           18       the past, and as a member of the town there is no



           19       evacuation route from Eleanor Slater Hospital at the



           20       Zambarano Unit.  We are talking about a major industrial



           21       power plant.  We are talking about liquified natural gas,



           22       diesel fuel, toxic chemicals.  There is one road up



           23       there, and the last stop going out of state is the



           24       hospital.  That route would be used for emergency



           25       responders, fire departments, if there is a major

�

                                                                         122







            1       catastrophes, and there has been major catastrophe at



            2       major power generation facilities, especially those



            3       involved with natural gas.  Thinking about the hospital,



            4       those are the most vulnerable residents of our state.



            5       They are the least mobile.  I just can't see how we would



            6       respond to them, even get to where they're located on



            7       that same road as the emergency responders, which would



            8       be Route 100, the Wallum Lake Road.  There is a way out,



            9       a torturous road up around and through Massachusetts, but



           10       if there is any recommendation in your report to



           11       vehemently come out against siting this power plant, I



           12       would think it would be the potential evacuation of the



           13       residents at the Zambarano Hospital.  So, that's all I



           14       would like to say.  Thank you.



           15                   MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you so much.  Jan.



           16                   MS. LUBY:  Hi, my name is Jan Luby.  I'm a



           17       Pascoag resident, and I'm not going to read this.  You



           18       have heard everything that everybody has said tonight and



           19       I hope that you will do some due diligence and really



           20       look into some of these issues because really it is not



           21       just a town issue but it is the immediate area certainly



           22       is going to suffer more than other areas, but this is an



           23       issue that's much larger as people mentioned and the



           24       reason, I mean, forgive me, I'm in the middle of a very,



           25       very long sleep deprivation experiment.  A lot of us are
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            1       not sleeping.  Right?  So, okay, I don't know if there



            2       are records at the Department of Health on the



            3       cancer-related deaths and illnesses near power plants.  I



            4       don't know if there's been a study on the area by Ocean



            5       State Power, but I know of a neighborhood near that power



            6       plant where every household has either had someone die of



            7       cancer, someone that has cancer now, or someone who has



            8       had cancer and beat it.  And so, I don't know, I know



            9       this is a hearing, and I don't know if you can respond to



           10       questions, but if there are any kind of records like



           11       that, I would hope that you would look into that, because



           12       they are bringing death to us.  That's why we are all



           13       going to these meetings three nights a week.



           14            So, I'm not going to read all of this, but there was



           15       something at the end of your draft that said the states



           16       are allowed to adopt more stringent standards than the



           17       EPAs, NAH US standards, I don't know, and it's, well, I



           18       just think why not.  Why not in the beautiful Ocean



           19       State?  Why not have higher standards?  I think it's a



           20       great idea.  The process the draft says is arduous.  I



           21       don't know.  Don't you think it would be worth it?  I do.



           22            So, please, do your best to get all of the facts and



           23       help us here, because there are certainly health impacts,



           24       so many.  So say no to Invenergy.  Thank you.



           25                   MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you, Jan.
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            1                   MR. PUTNAM:  Can I just say a couple of



            2       words?



            3                   MR. MODERATOR:  Only if you give us your



            4       name again.



            5                   MR PUTNAM:  My name is Kenneth W. Putnam,



            6       Jr., and I would just like to mention to you that this



            7       isn't our town.  This is only a partial of our town.  We



            8       have so many people that are bashful and old that don't



            9       come here, and I would really appreciate it if you could



           10       get in your car and just drive around, you would see all



           11       of the signs that's in front of these houses that they're



           12       not out here, but they are participating, and they are



           13       very concerned about.



           14            I would also tell the board that you have to realize



           15       that we are talking about people here, and we are talking



           16       about Pulaski Park.  We are talking about George



           17       Washington Park, which people from Providence, all over,



           18       come up here to go swimming and camping.  This pollution



           19       is going to bother all of these folks.  This isn't just



           20       here in Burrillville.  This is the whole State of Rhode



           21       Island.  So, I just wanted to make that comment to you.



           22       Thank you very much.



           23                   MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you.  We got a few



           24       more minutes.



           25                   MS. KING:  Renee King, Thompson Connecticut.
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            1       I would just like to end with a quote that I put on a



            2       letter that I wrote to Governor Gina Raimondo, and the



            3       same letter went to 39 state officials in Connecticut.  I



            4       would like to share a quote by David White.  He's an



            5       internationally acclaimed poet.  Courage is what love



            6       looks like when tested by the simple everyday necessities



            7       of being alive.  Courage is what love looks like when



            8       tested by the simple everyday necessities of being alive.



            9       Clean air, clean water and clean land are our everyday



           10       necessities of being alive.  I believe that we have come



           11       to a time in our history when we must all act with



           12       courage.  Thank you.



           13                   MR. MODERATOR:  Thank you, all.  Is there



           14       anybody that I missed that signed up to speak?



           15            Well, thank you very much for coming out tonight,



           16       and thank you, mostly, for those of you who spoke on



           17       behalf of everyone in Burrillville.  I did see the signs.



           18       I knew I was in Burrillville when I started seeing the



           19       signs.  They're everywhere.



           20            So, thank you so much, and thank you for comments,



           21       and you can still submit written comments through August



           22       16, and if you need that e-mail address, just come on up



           23       here before you leave, and I will make sure you get it.



           24       Thank you, all.



           25                   (MATTER CONCLUDED at 9:19 P.M.)
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