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Rodvien, Emma (PUC)

From: Greg Gerritt <gerritt@mindspring.com>
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2022 2:21 PM
To: Rodvien, Emma (PUC); Gray, Terry (DEM); Brady, Meredith (DOA); Gerwatowski, Ronald 

(PUC)
Cc: Greg Gerritt
Subject: [EXTERNAL] : Do not let Sea 3 expand

Emma Rodvien and the members of the EFSB,  
  
I am writing to express my concerns about the expansion of services at the Sea 3 
terminal in which the owner has asked to significantly expand their LP tank storage 
capacity and start rail service of natural gas to the site through neighborhoods that 
already face a variety of environmental challenges. The location is already an 
environmental justice community with high asthma rates and should not be further 
burdened, but additionally this is going to be bad for the Providence and Rhode Island 
economiers. 
  
The gas business is going away.  The sooner the better due to concerns over climate 
issues.  An expansion of an industry that is going to be closed soon, so as to meet the 
requirement of Rhode Island’s Act On Climate greenhouse gas emissions reduction 
requirements, makes little sense to begin with, nor does an expansion of fossil fuel 
facilities in a place extremely vulnerable to sea level rise given the very recent  report 
that says sea level rise is going even faster than predicted and will be over 1 foot in the 
next 20 years and possibly 4 feet by 2100.  It would be a serious waste of resources to 
expand Sea 3. 
  
The other part of this is the loss of new opportunities.  Tying up land and resources in 
expanding the fossil fuel industry means that we lose, for at least 20 to 40 years, the 
opportunity to put something else on the site that would actually benefit Providence 
and Rhode Island for the long term.  It may be hard to find the right mix of industries 
and businesses to place there, but surely betting on fossil fuels is the least useful 
alternative, and the one likeliest to create hazards and hardships down the road, while 
holding on to space that could be put to better use.  And it is unlikely that anyone 
wants to be known for increasing hazards and supporting businesses that will 
disappear soon with almost no benefits for the community. 
  
We know the regulatory agencies are always thinking about the economy more than 
they think about the ecology, despite healthy ecosystems underlying all 
prosperity.  Expanding Sea 3 moves us in the wrong direction in the wrong direction as 
well as making it harder to do the right thing, the things that would smooth the way for 
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a clean prosperous future. Please help us protect the long  term prosperity of 
Providence and Rhode Island by turning down the expansion of Sea 3. 
  
Thank you.    
  
Greg Gerritt 
Director of Research  ProsperityForRI.com [prosperityforri.com] 
37 6th St 
Providence RI 02906 
  
  
  
 


