
August 5, 2020 

Kathleen Mignanelli 
Siting Board Coordinator 
Energy Facility Siting Board 
89 Jefferson Boulevard 
Warwick, RI 02888 

Re: In re: The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a National Grid  
Notice of Intent to Construct 115 kV Loop Lines of Less Than 1,000 Feet  
(Iron Mine Hill Road Substation Loop Line)  

Dear Kathleen: 

I am enclosing for filing an original and seven (7) copies of the Notice of Intent pursuant to Rule 
445-RICR-00-00-1.6(c) of the EFSB Rules of Practice and Procedure on behalf of The 
Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a National Grid for the construction of 115 kV loop lines at 
the new Iron Mine Hill Road Substation in North Smithfield.   

Very truly yours, 

 

Enclosure 

Copy to: Gary S. Ezovski, North Smithfield Town Administrator 
Lillian Silva Scott, North Smithfield Town Clerk 
David V. Igliozzi, Esq., North Smithfield Town Solicitor 

Mark Rielly, Esq. 
Rachel Thomas, Esq. 

LETICIA C. PIMENTEL

One Financial Plaza, 14th Floor 
Providence, RI 02903-2485 
Main (401) 709-3300 
Fax (401) 709-3378 
lpimentel@rc.com 
Direct (401) 709-3337 

Leticia C. Pimentel



 

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS 
ENERGY FACILITY SITING BOARD 

In re: THE NARRAGANSETT ELECTRIC COMPANY 
d/b/a NATIONAL GRID Notice of Intent to 
Construct 115 kV Loop Lines of Less Than 1,000 Feet 
(Iron Mine Hill Road Substation Loop Line) 

NOTICE OF INTENT TO CONSTRUCT

In accordance with Rule 445-RICR-00-00-1.6(C) (“Rule 1.6”) of the Rhode Island 

Energy Facility Siting Board (“EFSB”) Rules of Practice and Procedure (“EFSB Rules”), The 

Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a National Grid (“TNEC”) hereby notifies the EFSB of 

TNEC’s intent to construct 115 kV loop lines of approximately 300 feet in length in North 

Smithfield, Rhode Island (“Project”).  The Project is required to connect the new Iron Mine Hill 

Road Substation (the “Substation”) that will be constructed on the north western portion of 1-9 

Iron Mine Hill Road, North Smithfield, Rhode Island (North Smithfield Tax Assessors’ Plat 12 

Lots 136B & 137, Plat 13 Lots 12 & 51, Plat 16 Lots 6 & 97 and Plat 17 lot 175, consisting of 

425.5 acres) (the “Property”) to the existing 115 kV transmission line, which is known as the H-

17 Line.  TNEC is or will be the fee owner of the Property.  The H-17 Line is located within an 

existing transmission line right of way (“ROW”) which runs to the north of the Substation.  Two 

new transmission line structures will be installed within the ROW to support the loop lines. 

TNEC files this notice pursuant to EFSB Rule 1.6(C) regarding new power lines of less 

than 1,000 feet with a capacity of 69 kV or more.  According to the EFSB’s Rules, the EFSB 

shall act upon this Notice, and any objection filed thereto, no later than forty-five days following 

the filing of this Notice.  The Project does not constitute an “alteration” of a major energy facility 

because the lengths of the new loop lines is less than 1,000 feet.  See EFSB Rule 1.3(A)(4). 
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1. Identification of the Owner of the Facility 

The owner of the relevant facility is TNEC, a subsidiary of National Grid USA, Inc.,1

with a business address of 280 Melrose Street, Providence, Rhode Island 02907.  The Project 

will be located on the TNEC owned Property and within TNEC owned utility easements.   

2. Detailed Description of the Proposed Facility 

A. Length 

The Project involves the construction of new loop lines that will be approximately 300 

feet in length.  The loop lines will be supported by two new steel pole transmission line 

structures that will be located within the ROW (“New Transmission Structures”) and a 

termination structure within the Substation.  The New Transmission Structures will be 

approximately 55 and 75 feet tall. 

B. Route 

The new loop lines will cross a portion of the solar facility property via an easement.  

Attached hereto as Exhibit B are the plans showing the substation and access easement. 

C. Function 

The Project is needed to connect the Substation to the H-17 Line.  The Substation is 

required to connect a developer’s approved solar facility to the electric grid.   

The estimate for the Substation and New Transmission Structures is approximately 

$19,881,008, of which approximately $3,048,724 is for the proposed loop lines.

3. The Project Does Not Constitute a Major Energy Facility 
Nor the Alteration of a Major Energy Facility  

The Project does not constitute an “alteration” of a major energy facility.  The proposed 

new loop lines will be approximately 300 feet in length and the EFSB has expressly excluded 

power lines under 1,000 feet in length from the definition of “alteration” in EFSB Rule 

1 A chart identifying affiliates of the owner is attached hereto as Exhibit A. 
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1.3(A)(4): “The construction, modification or relocation of a power line of 69 kV or more which 

are less than 1,000 feet in length shall not be treated as an alteration....” 

4.  Additional Information 

The Substation was approved as part of the solar facility application to the Town of North 

Smithfield Planning Board pursuant to a decision filed with the North Smithfield Town Clerk on 

March 9, 2020, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit C.  In connection with the 

application before the North Smithfield Planning Board, abutters within 200 feet of the Project 

received notice of the public hearing.  The nearest residential abutter to the Project is located to 

the northeast of the existing ROW. 

CONCLUSION 

For the reasons stated above, TNEC respectfully requests that the EFSB enter an Order 

pursuant to EFSB Rule 1.6(E), accepting this Notice of Intent to Construct the new 115 kV loop 

lines and ruling that the Project may proceed without any further review by the EFSB. 

Respectfully submitted, 

THE NARRAGANSETT ELECTRIC COMPANY 
d/b/a NATIONAL GRID 

By its Attorneys, 

_______________________________ 
Bess Gorman (RI Bar #8751) 
Assistant General Counsel  
National Grid USA Service Company, Inc. 
40 Sylvan Road  
Waltham, MA 02451 
Tel. 781-907-1834 · Fax 781-907-5701 
bess.gorman@nationalgrid.com  

________________________ 
George W. Watson, III 
Leticia C. Pimentel 
Robinson & Cole LLP 
One Financial Plaza, 14th Floor 
Providence, RI  02903 
(401) 709-3351 
gwatson@rc.com 
lpimentel@rc.com
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