
Via Electronic Mail and Hand Delivery 

February 10, 2022 

Emma Rodvien, Coordinator 
Energy Facility Siting Board 
89 Jefferson Boulevard 
Warwick, RI 02888 

Re: SB-2019-05 The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a National Grid 
Q-143 and R-144 115kV Underground Transmission Line  
Reconductoring Project in Providence, Rhode Island 
Construction Update – Route 146 Crossing  

Dear Ms. Rodvien: 

The purpose of this letter is to provide an update to the Energy Facility Siting Board (the 
“Board” or “EFSB”) on a change to The Narragansett Electric Company’s (the “Company’s”) Q-
143 and R-144 115kV Underground Transmission Line Reconductoring Project in Providence, 
Rhode Island (the “Project”) originally proposed crossing of Route 146.  As described in greater 
detail below, it was not possible to use the existing conduits under Route 146 so the crossing 
needed to be shifted north into new conduits. 

On November 1, 2019, the Company filed a Notice of Intent Application (“Application”) with 
the Board for the Project, which proposed to reconductor approximately two miles of the existing 
Q-143 and R-144 115kV underground electric transmission lines. After reviewing the 
Company’s Application and following a December 17, 2019 public hearing, the Board granted 
the Company’s license for the Project. See EFSB Order No. 143 (February 2, 2020).  

Construction on the Project commenced in 2020 with the removal of the existing conductors and 
installation of new conduits within duct banks as summarized in the Application.  The Project 
also includes the reuse of existing duct banks throughout the Project route.  Since entering the 
construction phase of the Project, the Company learned that a section of conduit crossing 
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Route 146 could not be reused as originally planned because the conduit had collapsed making it 
impossible to remove the existing conductors from the conduit.  The location of the existing 
crossing is shown on plan entitled “ADMIRAL STREET CHARLES ST. TO FILLMORE ST. 
SHOWING LOCATION OF CONDUIT OF THE NARRGANSETT ELECTRIC COMPANY 
PROVIDENCE R.I.” Rev 06/04/04 which is attached hereto as Exhibit A.1  After reviewing 
different options for crossing Route 146, including attaching to the Admiral Street Bridge, the 
Company determined that crossing just north of the existing conduit was the most cost-effective 
solution.2

Following discussions with the Rhode Island Department of Transportation (“RIDOT”) on the 
location and method for installing new conduits, the Company received approval from RIDOT  
to install the Route 146 crossing at the new location using a micro-tunnel method.3  The micro-
tunnel construction pushes the conduit underneath the existing roadway surface without the need 
to disturb the existing roadway surface.  This construction method was chosen to mitigate traffic 
impacts by keeping the construction equipment off of the paved areas.  Exhibit B to this letter 
includes a map depicting the route as proposed in the Company’s Application and the new 
proposed route which is approximately 150 feet north of the existing crossing.  Plan and Profile 
drawings are also attached as Exhibit C.  Lastly, attached as Exhibit D is a copy of the RIDOT 
permit. 

The cost of the relocated crossing is approximately $6M. The engineering and permitting for the 
crossing resulted in delay to the original completion date for the Project.  Below is an updated 
Project schedule depicting the changes since the Company’s Application in 2019.  

1 Please note that the north arrow on the plan is pointing down so the crossing is at the bottom of the page.  
2 The Company considered direct excavation across the highway but such excavation is prohibited by Rhode Island 
Department of Transportation (RIDOT”) regulations.   
3 Micro-tunnel offered compliance with the RIDOT regulations while still allowing the new route to be close to the 
existing project corridor. 
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TABLE 1 PRELIMINARY PROJECT SCHEDULE (UPDATE)

ACTIVITY ESTIMATED START DATE ESTIMATED COMPLETION DATE 

Planning and Engineering 2nd Q 2018 3rd Q 2019 

Permitting and Licensing 1st Q 2019 4th Q 2019  

Construction 1st Q 2020 4th Q 2021 2nd Q 2022

Facilities In-Service 1st Q 2022 3rd Q 2022

Final Restoration 2nd Q 2022 3rd Q 2022

If you have any questions regarding this matter or need additional information, please don’t 
hesitate to contact me.  

Sincerely, 

Leticia C. Pimentel 

Enclosure 

Copy to: Docket SB-2019-05 Service List (by electronic mail)
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have reflective
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Utility Permit No:  202110027 
Date:  01/12/2022 

Permission is hereby granted to:  BOND Civil & Utility Construction (PROV.) 
1 Cedar Street-Suite 100 
Providence, RI 02903 
Telephone:  (774)219-4914 
Contact:  Mr. Alex Lovejoy 

To perform the following work:  install duct bank at RT. 146 @ Admiral Street off-ramp 
in Providence 

With the following conditions and requirements: 

NOTE I: Utility Work Commencement Notification Form must be received by the 
Department a minimum of 48 hours prior to any scheduled work. 

NOTE II: The Utility Work Notification form must be received before the initial work 
and again before the final restoration work begins. 

NOTE III:   This permit shall be kept on the job site at all times and be available for 
inspection by any authorized representative of the Department. 

NOTE IV: The time limit for the completion of all work authorized under this permit
including all final restoration is two years from the issue date of this permit. 

NOTE V: This permit shall be void unless work herein contemplated commences 
within thirty (30) days of the date of issuance. 



UTILITY WORK COMMENCEMENT NOTIFICATION FORM 
(Minimum Advance Notice:  48 HOURS) 

Utility Permit No:  202110027 
Date:  01/12/2022 

Mail to: RIDOT Division of Maintenance Attn:  Pamela Brooks 
360 Lincoln Avenue  Fax: (401) 736-0191 
Warwick, Rhode Island 02888 

Utility Permit No. 202110027 was issued on Wednesday, January 12, 2022 to BOND Civil & 
Utility Construction (PROV.). This permit was authorized to perform the following work: 
install duct bank at RT. 146 @ Admiral Street off-ramp in Providence 

The business/municipality named below is responsible for performance of the work.  The 
undersigned understands the permit’s conditions and limitations, and is conversant with the 
Rhode Island Department of Transportation’s Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge 
Construction, 2004 Edition, the Rhode Island Standard Details, and the latest edition of the 
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices. 

PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE 

      Name of Utility/Municipality: BOND Civil & Utility Construction (PROV.) 
  Business Address: 1 Cedar Street-Suite 100 

Providence, RI 02903 
             Telephone:  (774)219-4914

Contact Person (Name and Title):  ____________________________________________ 

Proposed Work Dates:  Initial (Temporary Patch) : Start __________  Finish_________ 
        Final Restoration :   Start__________   Finish_________ 

Signature of Permittee:  ____________________________________________________ 

Printed Name and Title: ____________________________________________________ 

This document must be signed and faxed to the Division of Maintenance at least 48 
hours before either initial or final restoration work is to commence. 


























